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 סימן קלא סעיף ד

Tachanun when in presence of Choson, Bris Milah, Pidyon Haben or Bar Mitzvah Seudah 

 

 

 

                                                           
1 Opinion of R’ Auerbach quoted in Dirshu 32.  
2 Lenient opinions only apply if the Chupah is being held during the day time. If the Chupah is being held after tzeis hakochavim, 
see Dirshu 28. Also may only apply if the choson is actually davening with the minyan, see Dirshu 32. 
3 Ba’alei Habris are the Father, Sandak, and Mohel.  

 

 A Choson is staying in the 
shul for some time, even if 
not davening with the 
minyan1  

Day of Bris Milah Pidyon Haben or 
Bar Mitzvah 
Seudah 

Tachanun at 
Shacharis 

Before the Chupah – the 
tzibur does say Tachanun, 
although there are lenient 
opinions (MB 21)2. 
 
After the Chupah and during 
all seven days following the 
wedding – the tzibur does not 
say Tachanun (MB 26). 

If either the Bris Milah is being held 
at the shul OR the Ba’alei Habris3 
are davening with the minyan then 
there is no tachanun (MB 22).  
This applies even if the bris is being 
held only after Mincha; the 
shacharis minyan still does not say 
tachanun (Dirshu 30).  
 
However, if the Bris Milah has 
already been held before the 
shacharis minyan, and the Ba’alei 
Habris have left the shul and are not 
davening with the minyan, then the 
minyan does say tachanun (Dirshu 
38). 

There is still 
tachanun, except 
if davening Mincha 
in the Seudah hall, 
then tachanun is 
not said (opinion 
of R’ Auerbach, 
Dirshu 30) 

 
Tachanun at 
Mincha 

 
If Mincha is just before or during 
the Seudah AND being held at the 
baby’s house – no tachanun (MB 
25). 
If Mincha is after Bentching and/or 
not being held at the baby’s house 
– The tzibur does say tachanun, but 
still no tachanun for the Ba’alei 
Habris (MB 25). 
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Kollel Beis HaTalmud Chaburah 

 סימן קלא סעיף ד

Davening in a בית אבל 

Often in a בית אבל there can be much confusion 

regarding which parts of tefillah are omitted.  The 

following is a list of the relevant halachos that 

appear in this siman. 

Tefillah Is it said? Should one say 
it upon 
leaving? 

 No No נפילת אפים
 No Yes (some are והוא רחום

lenient) 
הללחצי   No No4 

 No Yes הלל שלם

 

 סימן קלא סעיפים ו,ז

The following is a list of days where Tachanun is 

omitted and whether למנצח is said. 

Days that 
Tachanun is not 

recited. 

Is Tachanun 
recited 

Mincha of 
the day 
before? 

Is למנצח said? 

 No Yes ט"ו באב, ט"ו בשבט
 No No ראש חודש

 No No חנוכה
 No No פורים )ב' ימים(

 No Yes ל"ג בעומר
  Yes Yes ערב ראש השנה

 Yes No ערב יוה"כ
 No Yes כל חודש ניסן

 No No ט' באב
 No Yes בין יוה"כ לסוכות

מר"ח סיון עד אחר 
 שבועות

No Yes 

  

 

                                                           
4 One should not say it with a beracha even if one wants to 
do so. [Dirshu note 24 in the name of Rav Chaim Kanievsky 
shlita] 
5 That which the Rama says that there needs to be an Aron 
Kodesh is lav dafka. [MB 11]  See also sefer Ishei Yisroel 
chapter 25 footnote 36 who brings in the name of Rav Chaim 
Kanievsky shlita that this applies even to an invalid sefer 
Torah.  

Shaarei Tefillah Chaburah 

 סימן קלא סעיף ב

אפיםנפילת   where there is no Sefer Torah 

It is quite common for a shul to have multiple rooms 

where multiple minyonim take place. Often the 

sefer Torah is kept in the main shul and brought to 

the other rooms when needed.  Does one perform 

 ?in the following three scenarios נפילת אפים

1) One is davening in the main shul which has an 

Aron Kodesh, but the sefer Torah has been 

taken to a different minyan and at the time of 

 .there is no sefer Torah in the Aron נפילת אפים

2) One is davening in a side room that generally 

has no sefer Torah.  The sefer Torah is only 

brought in for laining and then removed. 

3) The minyan takes place in the hallway of the 

shul that is connected by doors to the shul.  The 

sefer Torah is not normally kept in the Aron 

Kodesh due to safety concerns.  However, the 

Torah is placed in the Aron Kodesh of that room 

for the entire davening on laining days. 

Let us first take a look at the halachos and then see 

when one should be doing נפילת אפים. 

The Rama paskens that one should do נפילת אפים 

only in a place where there is a sefer Torah.5  The 

Rama then brings two exceptions to this rule. 

1. In the courtyard before a shul when the door to 

the shul is open.6 

a. The Mishna Berura7 limits this to the area of 

the courtyard from which one can see the 

Aron Kodesh in the shul. 

b. The Aruch HaShulchan,8 Chayei Odom, 

Shulchan Aruch HaRav, and Kitzur Shulchan 

Aruch all seem to pasken that as long as the 

door to the main shul is open םנפילת אפי  is 

done in the entire courtyard. 

2. At the time that the tzibbur is doing נפילת אפים, 

one davening in his home may also do so. 

6 The Da’as Torah paskens that if the door is closed even if 

not locked no נפילת אפים is done. However,  שו"ת אז נדברו ח"ה

 holds that as long as the door is not locked it is סימן כו
considered as if it is open. 
 ס"ק יג 7
 סע' י 8



The poskim bring other situations where one may 

do נפילת אפים even though there is no sefer Torah in 

the room. 

3. Seforim in the Room:  The Mishna Berura9 

brings the opinion that if there is no sefer Torah 

even if there are other seforim in the room one 

should not do נפילת אפים.  However, the Mishna 

Berura then says there are those who disagree 

and rule that if there are seforim in the room 

then one may do נפילת אפים.  It is reported that 

the Steipler zt”l used to do נפילת אפים as long as 

there were seforim in the room.  This also is the 

practice of Rav Nissim Karelitz shlita.10 

4. Saftey: Rav Shlomo Zalman Aurbach zt”l was of 

the opinion that if the sefer Torah is kept in the 

Aron Kodesh for the duration of davening on 

laining days and then stored in a safer location, 

one may be lenient and do נפילת אפים even 

when the sefer Torah is not there.11 

5. Side Rooms: The Aruch HaShulchan12 rules that 

the side-room of a shul has the status of the 

shul itself regarding this halacha.  The Sha’ar 

HaTziyun13 points out that this would not 

extend to rooms that open to the courtyard of 

the shul which itself opens to the shul. 

Now let us come back to our original three cases. 

1) It would appear that in this case one would do 

 this situation is no worse, and ,נפילת אפים

arguably better, than #4. 

2) If this room is directly off the main shul, then 

one davening in that room should do  נפילת

 based on reason #5.  If this is a room not אפים

directly connected to the main shul then the 

only reason that would apply would be #3.  It 

appears that the Mishna Berura does not 

endorse this opinion, the Aruch HaShulchan, 

Chayei Odom, and Shulchan Aruch HaRav do 

not even bring this opinion.  The Kitzur 

Shulchan Aruch14 explicitly paskens not to do 

                                                           
 ס"ק יא 9
10 Dirshu note 17 
11 Dirshu note 15 
12 Ibid 
 ס"ק יב 13
 סימן כא סע' ד 14
15 This applies primarily to places were the custom is to 
duchen every day [MB 8] 
16 See Dirshu note 2 if this applies when davening Mincha 
gedola. 

 in such a situation.  It would seem נפילת אפים

better not to do נפילת אפים in this scenario. 

3)  It would appear that נפילת אפים should be 

done.  This hallway is akin to the courtyard of 

the shul.  According to the majority opinion 

brought in #1 one should do נפילת אפים in the 

entire ‘courtyard’ room.  Even if one would 

follow the opinion of the Mishna Berura and 

would be sitting in a place where the Aron 

Kodesh is not visible can rely on #4 to do  נפילת

 .סניף להקל We can also use #5 as a  .אפים

 

Did you know? 
 סימן קכט

1.  Duchening takes place only during Shacharis, 

Mussaf, and Ne’ila.  There is no duchening during 

Mincha.15 [Mechaber 1] 

2.  On a fast day where there is no ne’ila said, one 

may duchen during Mincha.16 [Ibid] 

 סימן קל

3.  One who had a dream and is not sure if was a 

good or bad one should say the tefillah “ רבונו של

 not while) מנגן while the Kohanim are being 17”עולם

they are saying the actual words of birchas 

Kohanim).  In Chutz La’aretz were duchening only 

takes place on Yom Tov, this tefillah should always 

be recited.18 [Mechaber 1] 

4.  When Yom Tov falls out on Shabbos the “ רבונו

 should not be said19 unless one had a bad ”של עולם

dream on that Shabbos. [MB 4] 

 סימן קלא

5.  One may not talk between shemone esrei and 

 [Mechaber 1] 20.נפילת אפים

6. One may answer דברים שבקדושה in the middle of 

 [MB 1] 21 .נפילת אפים

7.  A right-handed person should lean on his right 

arm during Shacharis (so as not to lean on his 

Tefillin) and on his left during Mincha.22 A left-

handed person should always lean on his left hand. 

17 See Mechaber 1 for the nusach 
18 Because it is impossible not to have one questionable 
dream in between the Yomim Tovim. [MB 1] 
19 One is not supposed to recite תחינות on Shabbos 
20 Only if one stops and involves himself in something else, 
but a שיחה בעלמא is permitted. [MB 1] 
21 However, one should not say עלינו or ויהי בנסוע, [Dirshu 
note 5] 
22 There is a dispute regarding one who wears Tefillin during 
Mincha as upon which arm he should lean. [MB 7] 
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[Rama 1, Dirshu note 9 in the name of Rav Chaim 

Pinchus Scheinberg zt”l] 

8.  Ideally נפילת אפים should be said while sitting.  

However, if there is someone davening shemone 

esrei behind, and one cannot sit down, he may 

recite נפילת אפים while standing. [Mechaber 2, MB 

10] 

9.  One is allowed to conceal the fact that he is a 

ba’al bris in order to allow the tzibbur to recite 

Tachanun. [Dirshu note 41] 

10.  A choson during the sheva berachos period 

should not enter shul so as not to prevent the 

tzibbur from reciting Tachanun. [MB 26] 

 סימן קלב

11.  It is important to say Kedusha DeSidra with the 

tzibbur.  Therefore if one has not yet said Ashrei 

when the tzibbur starts Kedusha DeSidra, one 

should join the tzibbur for Kedusha DeSidra and 

then go back and say Ashrei. [MB 3] 

12.  It is forbidden to leave shul before Kedusha 

Desidra. [Mechaber 2] 

13.  During עלינו לשבח when one reaches  ואנחנו"

 one should bow.23 [MB 9] כורעים"

14.  Kadish should be recited after עלינו even if there 

is no אבל. [Rama 2] 

 

The Weekly Shmiras HaLashon  
(Based on Sefer Chofetz Chaim – Dirshu edition) 

 The Chofetz Chayim once said: If one speaks lashon 

hara, it is clear that this person does not anticipate the 

coming of Moshiach. If he sincerely was waiting the 

arrival of Moshiach, how would he engage in the exact 

aveirah that prolongs the golus and prevents the geulah. 

Lashon hara and expecting Moshiach’s appearance are 

two opposites (p. 5, note 12). 
 

 The Chofetz Chayim wrote (Shemiras Halashon 2:9): It is 

a wonder in my eyes that so many people search for 

segulos and brachos from great people to have a good 

parnassah. What do all the segulos and brachos help if a 

person is chas veshalom accustomed to speaking lashon 

hara and rechilus, as there is a specific ‘arur’ (curse) in 

the Torah (in Parashas Ki-Tavo) for someone who speaks 

lashon hara (‘arur makeh re’ehu basei’ser’). This curse 

was uttered and accepted by all of klal yisroel, and it 

therefore destroys any kind of brachah… However, one 

who is careful not to violate the ‘arur’ of the Torah, will 

not just be saved from a curse, but will additionally 

receive a unique brachah. Since every one of the curses 

first started with a brachah (i.e. baruch asher eino 

makeh re’ehu basei’ser), a person who is careful with his 

speech will receive an exclusive brachah (p. 7, note 18). 
 

 R’ Eliyahu Lopian said (Lev Eliyahu, Beshalach): that 

there are a number of different groups and factions 

amongst us, and unfortunately sometimes one party can 

attack another party, all done ‘l’shem mitzvah’. 

Regrettably, they violate numerous prohibitions (lashon 

hara, rechilus, and causing others embarrassment 

                                                           
23 See Dirshu note 13 for the exact manner of bowing. 

[halbanas panim]) all supposedly ‘l’shem shamayim’ (p. 

11, note 28). 
 

 The reason why the Shulchan Aruch did not write a 

siman about Hilchos Lashon Hara is due to the fact that 

the issur of lashon hara was so clear-cut to all, that there 

was no necessity to write about it. It was only when the 

Chofetz Chayim noticed that the generation was being 

lax in this commandment that he took it upon himself to 

write down all the detailed halachos of shemiras 

halashon (Rav Chayim Kanievsky, p. 15, note 35). 
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