
 

 

The Levush writes that on Shabbos we can attain higher 
levels of wisdom as it is a day especially designated for this 
purpose.  Therefore, we should seek ways to increase the 
amount of Torah that we discuss on this holy day. 

 גוט שבת
ms  

We hope that these Divrei Torah, which are 
designed especially for use during the seudos, 

will בע״ה enhance your Shabbos.  
 

To subscribe directly or unsubscribe, please 
send an email to: 

shemetz.taher@gmail.com 
 

 

 זכור ושמור בדבור אחד נאמרו
25 Marcheshvan 5777  Issue No: 248 

ַוּיֹאְכלּו ַוִּיְׁשּתּו ... ַוָּיִלינּו    [24:54]   
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They ate and drank … and stayed over 
On this possuk, Rashi remarks that “staying over” always implies a stay of a single 
night.  It seems somewhat surprising, in that case, that Rashi did not make this very 
comment on the same verb, when it appeared on two occasions earlier in this 
chapter [pesukim 23 and 25].  Indeed, the question is even more pronounced in 
relation to when the expression first appears in Bereishis [19:2].  In his commentary 
on the Torah, the Maharil Diskin draws on the Medrash to explain Rashi’s 
methodology.  The Medrash describes to us how Besuel, Rivka’s father, poisoned 
the food prepared for Eliezer, but while he was speaking an angel switched around 
the plates, foiling the plot and causing Besuel’s own death.  It was only thereafter 
that Eliezer and his companions were prepared to eat and drink in Rivka’s home.  
However, with such a brazen act weighing on his mind, could Eliezer really have slept 
soundly that night?  Rather, he must have spent the night wide awake, with a 
weapon close at hand for protection.  Thus, it seems that in this instance Rashi 
wishes to emphasise that the use of the verb means staying over but not necessarily 
sleeping.  Support for this approach can be gleaned from a possuk in Shemos [23:18], 
which uses the same verb to refer to an inanimate object (where the concept of 
sleeping would not apply), in this case the fats of an offering.  In all its earlier 
iterations in Bereishis, however, the verb actually implies sleeping.  Thus, Rashi only 
chooses to comment at this juncture, because of the deliberate and specific 
connotation involved. 

 
You shall then be absolved from this oath of mine 

That the Torah is timeless, with a constant and consistent message to each successive generation, is not something we would 

dispute.  However, if called upon to identify a readily understandable example of this, we need look no further than this week’s 

parshah.  Avrohom was a true prince amongst the inhabitants of the world.  He was the leading theologian of his generation and 

had amassed a multitude of followers and admirers.  In addition, he was tremendously wealthy.  Now came the time to marry off 

his son, the heir both to his material wealth and his spiritual legacy as well as an accomplished personage in his own right.  It would 

be speculation to assume that Yitzchok would have been offered many shidduchim (marriage prospects) from the aristocracy of 

Eretz Cana’an.  Yet, none of these were good enough for Yitzchok, to the extent that Avrohom forbade Eliezer even to entertain 

for a moment any shidduchim that might emanate from the Cana’anites.  Indeed, Eliezer took an oath to this very effect  … page 2 

 ְוִנִּקיָת ִמְּׁשֻבָעִתי זֹאת  [24:8]
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And Avrohom was old, advanced in days, and Hashem 

blessed Avrohom with everything 

The Gemoro in Maseches Bava Basra [16b], basing itself on 

a Medrash, suggests that the interpretation of this possuk 

should be that Hashem blessed Avrohom not bakol - with 

everything, but bakol - with a daughter, whose name was 

Bakol.  At first sight, this seems an unnecessarily fanciful 

interpretation of what is otherwise a perfectly 

straightforward phrase.  However, an odom godol once 

explained the Gemoro's approach by pointing out that every 

moment of Avrohom's life was pure holiness; the reference 

to "advanced in days" in our possuk indicates that his 

spiritual advancement was measured in giant strides and not 

the more cautious progression of lesser mortals, which 

might be calculated in minutes or hours. On this premise, 

how could it be that Avrohom had not fulfilled the first 

mitzvah in the Torah of p'ru u'revu - to be fruitful and 

multiply?  Proper performance of this mitzvah requires a 

person to father a son and a daughter.  Thus, if Hashem 

blessed Avrohom with everything, it stands to reason that 

he must also have had a daughter; thus the midrashic 

explanation becomes much less 'left-field'.  In case one 

might be wondering what happened to Bakol, a further 

Medrash explains that she died together with Soroh.  

Indeed, there is scriptural support for this suggestion, 

because if one discounts the miniature chaf in the word 

velivkoso, we are left with a description of Avrohom coming 

to eulogise Soroh - ulevito - and her daughter. 

 

…  Following this, he was sent on a mission to Aram 

Naharai’m to find the perfect bride for Yitzchok; a 

girl who not only possessed sterling character traits, 

but who also had Avrohom's noble lineage.  To 

Eliezer’s enquiry as to what should happen if the 

perfect girl were to refuse to come back to Eretz 

Yisroel with him, Avrohom reassures him that this 

would not pose a difficulty, as a replacement could 

then be selected from the families of Oner, Eshkol or 

Mamre, as Rashi points out.  Understandably, Eliezer 

struggles with this response, given its obvious 

inconsistency with his vow.  Avrohom explains that 

this will not apply if the perfect girl refuses to come.  

Many will see in this exchange that even Avrohom 

Ovinu, before reaching any point of desperation, 

was thoroughly realistic and the Torah reveals how 

his plan of action included the knowledge that he 

may have to compromise.  The future of Klal Yisroel 

hung in the balance with Yitzchok's shidduch such 

that getting it right was crucial.  Avrohom would not 

have wished to make a mistake or to welcome in a 

daughter-in-law who did not match all his 

specifications, but he understood that he may have 

to.  Seeking perfection in ourselves may be a virtue.  

Demanding it of others may well not be.  

 

 

ְוַאְבָרָהם ָזֵקן ָּבא ַּבָּיִמים ַוד' …   [24:1]
 ֵּבַרְך ֶאת־ַאְבָרָהם ַּבֹּכל

 

השבת-ישראל את-ושמרו בני  

השבת-לעשות את  
 

The possuk in Shemos [31:13] says ach es 
Shabsosai tishmoru, “just observe my 

Shabbosos”.  Chazal learn from the word “just”, 
which appears in Bamidbar [31:22] – “just the 

gold and the silver” – that before kashering 
metal utensils, one must remove any rust and 

dirt that covers them.  A similar inference can be 
drawn from “just”, as it is used in relation to 
Shabbos.  Before Shabbos begins, we must 

cleanse ourselves from the ‘rust and dirt’ that 
sullies our soul through the sins we commit 

 during the week.  Only by cleansing 
 ourselves with teshuvoh (repentance) 

before Shabbos, are we able 
properly to observe it. 

 

Sefas Emes 

Continued from page 1 

 

 


