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7:13   -            TWRN TQLDH 
7:31   -                                     HEYQw 
12:57   -                                         TWCX 
8:57   -                             A‰M w‰QZ 
9:40   -                          A‰RG w‰QZ 
10:46  -                 HLYPT IMZ FWS 
7:32  -                                      HEYQw 
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12:57   -                                         TWCX 
8:56   -                             A‰M w‰QZ 
9:39   -                          A‰RG w‰QZ 
10:45  -                 HLYPT IMZ FWS 
8:16  -                    OYBKWKH TAC 
8:46 -                                      72 TAC 
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Now You Know 
There is a requirement to retell and 

discuss the story of being taken from 
Egypt regardless of the fact that we 

know it already and may have been 
doing it for decades. 

Even the greatest sages go on for hours 
with discussions and no matter how 

much we say it would still only be the tip 
of the iceberg (or romaine.) 

There is an additional requirement that, 

“In every generation, a person is 
obligated to view himself as if he left 

Egypt [now.]” What is the message of 
the mention of generations? 

Well, since we say that in every 
generation evil people rise up against 

us, then each generation would have a 
new salvation to be thankful for. But 

there is more. 

Throughout his life, a person takes on 
many roles: child, student, employee, 

parent, grandparent, and so on. At each 
level of life experience or responsibility, 

a person gains a new perspective. 

When we say that in every generation a 

person must see himself as if he left 
Egypt, we mean that he should 

constantly find new appreciation for 
HaShem’s redemption based on what he 

has lived through and see how his life 
would’ve been affected by the Exodus. 

Thought of the week: 
Freedom is not the right to do 
what we want, but what we 
ought.        – Abraham Lincoln 

XSP Lw HDGH ‰. IYRWX YNB HABH HNwL YDBE ATwH ,LARsYD HERAB HABH HNwL AKH ATwH‰  

“Now we are here, next year may we be in the land of Israel. Now we are slaves, 
next year may we be free men.”(Haggada text) 

These words are recited as part of “ha lachma anya, this is the bread of affliction” in the 
Seder, the opening words to Magid, the retelling of the Exodus story. Just before this we 
invite all those who are hungry or have no host for the Seder to come and join with us. 

This, of course, is seemingly disingenuous since nobody can hear us make the offer, and in 
the time of the Korban Pesach, people had to be designated ahead of time. So why do we 
do it? Why do we start the Seder this way? Why do we say next year in the land of Israel 
and not “in Jerusalem”? Why do we say we are slaves? We may be in exile but we aren’t 
slaves. That’s four questions so let’s start with  an answer. 

Perhaps, after Yachatz, when the Matza is broken in two, we are supposed to realize that 
just as the broken pieces are still part of the same Matza, the divisions and lines drawn 
between us and our fellow Jews don’t change the fact that we are part of the same nation, 
taken from Egypt and chosen to be G-d’s people. 

We therefore open our doors to all comers, making a concrete reminder of this fact to 
ourselves and all present. Because we all have a place in Klal Yisrael, we begin the 
retelling of the Exodus by recalling that we were ALL redeemed. 

Though Jerusalem is a holy city, the place where the Festivals were spent, afterwards each 
person went home to the land of his particular tribe. When we think about the fact that 
HaShem gave each tribe a portion that suited them and their needs, we can dispense with 
the jealousy that frequently divides us. We therefore speak of the land of Israel, meaning 
the place where everyone belongs and has his own portion which does not impinge on 
anyone else’s portion, and not just Jerusalem where the sacrifices were offered. 

Finally, we speak of being slaves. Continuing our approach, we understand that as long as 
we are petty and jealous of others, we are slaves to our own neediness. Only by becoming 
generous and happy for others can we find the freedom we crave. If we take the first step 
now, by inviting others to their rightful place, then by next year we can inculcate this lesson 
within ourselves and we will finally taste true freedom. 

A man once came to the Beis HaLevi to ask a halachic question.  “Is one permitted to use milk 
for the arba kosos (four cups) on Pesach instead of wine?” 

R’ Soloveitchik asked if there was some medical reason the man could not drink wine.  As he 
questioned the man, it came out that he could not afford wine.  The Rov told him, “No, one may 
not use milk instead of wine,” and gave him a “loan” of twenty rubles for wine. 

The Beis HaLevi’s family questioned him after the fellow left.  “Wine doesn’t cost so much 
money.  Why did you give him twenty rubles?!” 

“Didn’t you hear what he said?” asked the Rav.  “He asked if he could use milk.  Since we don’t 
mix meat and milk, that means he couldn’t afford meat for the Seder either! I merely gave him 
enough money for his true needs.” 

Most years, Tzav is read just before Pesach. In it, we read of the Korban Toda, the Thanks Offering, which is the only one 
to contain chometz, leaven. An idea to reflect on is that with every sacrifice, we are achieving atonement or elevation, so 
we don’t allow ourselves to get “puffed up” and impressed with our own actions.  

When giving thanks, however, it is appropriate to continually amplify or highlight the good that was done for us so our 
appreciation grows. This is why we say the more one recounts the story of the Exodus the more he is to be praised – 
because he’s driving himself to higher levels of appreciation for HaShem’s salvation. 
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This week’s issue is sponsored  
in honor of my children  

Bracha Devorah ÂYXT ÂYXT ÂYXT ÂYXT and  
Veeta Miriam ÂYXTÂYXTÂYXTÂYXT 

because from Egypt through the 
present, the one thing that has 

enabled us to tolerate and overcome 
our suffering is the hope of a brighter 

tomorrow. 
 

Won’t you help 

someone out? 
Print, e-mail, and share Migdal 

Ohr with others. 
  You’ll be glad you did.   
E-mail ‘Subscribe’ to 

info@JewishSpeechWriter.com 


