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Sukkos 5777 - Citizenship 

  

 The Gemara (Sukkah 27b) tells us the opinion of the Chachamim that [unlike the 

mitzva of Lulav, that cannot be fulfilled with a borrowed set of Four Species,] a Jew can 

fulfill the mitzva of Yeshivas Sukkah- sitting in the Sukkah- in a borrowed Sukkah. This 

is expounded from a passuk in the Torah which says “Kol ha’ezrach beYisrael yaishvu 

baSukkos” - “Any citizen of Yisrael will sit in a booth (Sukkos). (The word 

“basukkos” is spelled without the vav necessary for the word to be translated to mean 

“multiple booths”.)  This means that there can be a scenario where there is only one 

booth in the world owned by one Yiddele (see Rashi who explains why can’t that one 

Sukkah be owned by all the Yidden together) and everyone else can fulfill their personal 

mitzva by sitting (one after the other) in that borrowed Sukkah.  

 It is interesting that in this passuk the phrase that is used to describe every single 

Yid is “Kol ha’Ezrach beYisrael” - “Any citizen of Yisrael”. Two observations, if I may, 

on the word “ezrach”. Sukkos is a time of guests. In every Sukkah in the world, on each 

evening of Sukkos we invite one of the seven Ushpizin-Guests- to come and join us, 

Avraham, Yitzchok, Yaakov, Moshe, Aharon, Yosef & David. The art in hosting any 

guest is to make them feel at home and part of the family. The word in Hebrew for a 

guest is Orayach- אורח, which is nearly identical to the Hebrew word for citizen, 

ezrach-אזרח. Numerically there is a difference of just 1 (215-216). This teaches us that 

it is not complicated for one to make a guest feel like a citizen. A degree in hostessing 

is not required.  With just one simple formula any guest can feel upgraded to the status 

of a citizen. What is that formula sayeth you? Well, let us look at the word ezrach Its 

formation shows us how to make strangers into citizens. The inside letters spell זר- a 

stranger, the outside letters אח- brother. Take any stranger and envelope that stranger 

with brotherly love, very soon he or she will feel very much an אזרח- a citizen, at home, 

and take-your-shoes-off comfortable. 

 This is why ezrach is used by the mitzva of sukkah. To teach us how to entertain 

the holy Ushpizin and any other Yid that wants to use our sukkah.  

 Welcome brother. 
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