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Now You Know 
The Mon (manna) was the Heavenly 
bread that the Jews were given in the 

desert.  It had unique properties.  It was 
entirely absorbed by the body with no 

waste and also infused a person with a 
spirit of holiness. 

On Friday, the Jews found they had a 
double portion, though they had not 

collected more on purpose.  This was This was This was This was to to to to 
show them that HaShem provided all show them that HaShem provided all show them that HaShem provided all show them that HaShem provided all 

thethethetheiriririr    needsneedsneedsneeds    in advance. in advance. in advance. in advance.  The Mon would 
not fall on Shabbos. 

Some tried to malign Moshe by placing 
Mon outside on Friday night so they 

could collect it in the morning and claim 
Moshe was wrong.  Birds came and ate 

the food and the plot was foiled. 

Since then, there is a custom to place 

food outside for the birds before before before before 
Shabbos Shabbos Shabbos Shabbos Shira out of appreciation. 

Last week we read how the first-born 
donkey must be redeemed.  Chazal say 

this special status was a reward for 
being the beasts of burden for the 

Jewish People when they left Egypt 
loaded with gold, silver, and finery. 

We also read of the dogs that didn’t 
bark, and earned the eternal reward of 

having non-kosher meat given to them. 

If the Torah goes out of its way to teach 

us appreciation to animals, how much 
more must we appreciate people who 

have done good things for us or 
benefited us, even unintentionally! 

Thought of the week: 

Think twice before you speak, 
because your words will plant 
the seed of either success or 
failure in the mind of another. 

(H:DY TWMw)‰...OEH LA WYDBEW HERP BBL VPHYW ,OEH XRB YK OYRCM VLML DGYW‰   
“And it was told to the King of Egypt that the nation [Israel] had fled, and the 
hearts of Pharaoh and his servants were turned to the people...” (Exodus 14:5) 

After a year of plagues and suffering, repeated threats and punishments, Pharaoh finally 
sent the Jews out of Egypt.  He told them to leave at night yet they didn’t leave until the 
brightness of the next day so no one could say they snuck out. Yet, when Pharaoh was told 
that the Jews ran away, he had a change of heart and decided to chase after them. 

He knew they hadn’t run away, and he already said that they were likely lost and dying in 
the desert so it was clear he didn’t care what happened to them.  Why then did he suddenly 
decide to chase after them, and ultimately sacrificing his entire army, millions strong, for 
this folly? 

The answer lies in the power of words.  Pharaoh wasn’t told, “The Jews have been gone 
three days but are not returning,” which was the original plan. Had that been the message 
he would have said, “That’s because I told them to get out and not to come back!”  Rather, 
he was told, “The Jews are running away.”   

Though this wasn’t true, the implication was that they were traveling in a stealthy manner, 
as if they thought they would be chased.  Why would they be chased if Pharaoh had sent 
them out?  It must be that there was some information he didn’t have that might have 
convinced him not to send them out.  Now that it was portrayed as an escape, he rethought 
what had happened and did not want to be played for a fool. 

It also says it was told, “to the King of Egypt,” and doesn’t say, “to Pharaoh.”   Pharaoh was 
a name given to all the Egyptian monarchs and it implied greatness and supremacy.  By 
referring to him only as, “the King of Egypt,” it sounds like he was the leader but not 
because he actually deserved it by virtue of his power or greatness.  This was an insult to 
him and he had to defend his honor. 

Death and Life, says Shlomo HaMelech (Mishlei 18:21) are in the hands of the tongue. 
Does a tongue have hands?  Rather, just as hands can manipulate and twist matter into 
different shapes, so can the tongue manipulate the truth and perception. 

Because of what he was told and how it was portrayed, Pharaoh’s entire perspective on the 
matter changed. He ignored what he knew to be the truth, that he had sent them out, and 
instead chose to believe the innuendo and insinuation that he had been a victim.  Because 
of that, he led his men to utter destruction. 

The same holds true for good words. They are able to change people’s minds and hearts.  
By speaking positively we can influence people and motivate them to go above and beyond 
what they might otherwise do. The power is in your mouth. 

While checking out at a store one day, I was in a line with several people in front of me.  The 
cashier was greeting people with a friendly, “Hi, how are you?”  Most people just smiled weakly, 
or simply grunted back.  The friendliest made some chuckled gripe about how tired she was.  
But not the old man in front of me. 

When his turn came, the cashier gave him her usual, “Hi, how are you?” He flashed her a big 
smile and exclaimed, “Dynamite!”  This being before September 11, he wasn’t arrested, but the 
cashier was stopped in her tracks.   

She broke out in a big grin as she bagged his items and all of us who heard him were electrified 
and energized.  

What a thoughtful fellow, and how easy it was to change people’s day – with a single word.   
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My simcha is coming,My simcha is coming,My simcha is coming,My simcha is coming,    

The food wasn’t cheap.The food wasn’t cheap.The food wasn’t cheap.The food wasn’t cheap.    

IIIIf only my speechf only my speechf only my speechf only my speech    

Wouldn’t put folks to sleep!Wouldn’t put folks to sleep!Wouldn’t put folks to sleep!Wouldn’t put folks to sleep!    
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