
 

 

 

 

 

You shall be holy, for I, the L-rd, your G-d, am holy.. 
 

It is written in the weekly portion Kedoshim, “…You shall be holy, for I, the L-rd, your G-d, 

am holy” (Vaikra 19:2).  What exactly does G-d expect from us?   

Let’s try to understand it with the following story: 

World War II just ended.  Moshe managed to survive the atrocities of Auschwitz.  Like 

thousands of others, he lost all of his relatives.  War left him dreading the future, so he 

decided to leave Europe and move somewhere far-far away.  He immigrated to Brazil and 

became Michael Groom. 

Michael found a job at a pharmaceutical company.  In short time, thanks to his sharp brain 

and dedication, he became the head of development of a very important component of the 

new drug.  His firm was competing with another American drug company, and the owner 

hoped very much to be on the lead in the production.  Michael put forth all his efforts to 

achieve the goal. 

In the end they succeeded, and the owner, thrilled from the victory, made a banquet for all 

who participated in the project.  Even though those were poor post-war times, the tables 

were loaded with all kinds of delicacies. 

It is well known that alcohol lets the secrets out, and in the course of the meal the company 

owner proclaimed loudly: 

--I will never forgive those, who took our Fuhrer!  Hai Fuhrer! 

When Michael heard it, he shuddered.   

--How can you say this? – He asked. 

--Ah! You are a Jew, that’s why you are complaining.  Shut your mouth before I tore it open! 
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--What! – exclaimed Michael. – My name is Michael Groom.  Don’t insult me. 

--I know you are a Jew.  It’s written on your face, - the owner roared with wild laughter. 

All guests laughed with him.  Michael hurried to leave the hall. He was stricken with terror.  

He understood that there is no place on earth where he can just be, without a reminder of 

who he really is. 

Michael understood that even though Jews live in Diaspora all over the world, they can’t 

hide their identity, no matter what they look like.  And if they try, then Creator of the World 

reminds them through His messengers. 

The word “holy” means “separate”.  This is what Torah wants to teach us: be separate from 

other nations, separate from their norms, their nonkosher food, their immodest clothing, 

from chasing the material.   

This is the way we are created, and our goal is to be closer to G-d.  We carry a part of G-d 

inside of us, and it is called a soul.  It is as if He is saying, “I am inside of you, and just like I 

am Holy, so you, too, be holy”.  Nesivat Shalom explains that the soul will never let the Jew 

be happy when he is connected to the material, but only when he is detached from it –when 

he learns Torah and fulfills commandments undisturbed. 

Wishing You All A  Uplifting Shabbos! 

To donate or receive our parsha sheet email to lifeoftorah@gmail.com 
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