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We try our best to accurately present to you the Rav's words. Accuracy can sometimes get lost in the

transition from spoken to written word. We would like to thank HaRav Nebenzahl for allowing us to

send you this sicha without his first  reviewing it.  Although it  does expedite matters in getting this

sicha out to you, it does mean that if there is anything in the sicha that may not be understood, the

fault is with us and not with HaRav Nebenzahl.

The Rav asks that his and other Divrei Torah are not read during Tefillah or the Rabbi's sermon.

Shabbat Shalom,

Nehemiah Klein

The  Yeshiva  would  like  to  express  its  gratitude  to  Richard  and  Anita  Grossman  for  their  ongoing

support  for  the  Yeshiva  in  general  and  specifically  our  computer  center.   This  enables  us  to

communicate this sicha to you each week - "lehagdil Torah ulehaadira".

Rav Nebenzahl on Parshat Nitzavim

PARSHAT NITZAVIM 5776

KOL YISRAEL AREIVIM ZEH BAZEH

The parsha opens with the words: "you are standing today, all of you", from here some derive the

principle that all of the Jewish nation is guarantors for one another, known as the laws of "arvut". We

find in the Gemara various derivations for the fact that the laws of "arvut" applied to the 603,550

Jewish people counted in the beginning of Parshat Bamidbar and again in Parshat Pinchas. Given that

this count did not include women many derive from here that the laws of "arvut" do not include women.

Furthermore  converts  who  were  not  Jewish  at  the  time should  not  be  included  either.  Regarding

whether the tribe of Levi should be included, this is subject to a dispute between Rashi and the Ramban

regarding whether they were included in the first count (we know they were not included in the second

count). Rashi would therefore rule that they are not included in "arvut" while the Ramban would rule

that they are.

What are the halachic ramifications of this law? There is a halacha found in the Gemara known as "mi

sheyatza motzi", if a person has fulfilled a mitzvah, he may still fulfill the mitzvah on behalf of one who

has not yet fulfilled it, due to the fact that "kol Yisrael areivim zeh bazeh" all of the Jewish nation are

guarantors of one another.  There are authorities who rule that it would apply to women only with

regards to mitzvoth that they are obligated in. Converts, however, are not included even though they

are obligated in all mitzvoth.
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Today we no longer are aware of who is a descendant of a convert and often we do not know who is

truly a member of the tribe of Levi. I would like to suggest that there are two aspects to the law of

"arvut". A guarantor stands behind a borrower and tells the lender, not to worry I am sure he will

return the loan. The second aspect is, if he is unable to repay the loan, I will pay it in his stead. Thus

the idea of  a  guarantor  has  two aspects,  firstly  guaranteeing payment  and  in  the  event  that  the

payment cannot be made the guarantor promises to pay it himself. Women and converts are included

in the first definition, thus the parsha opens with "you are standing today, all of you, before Hashem,

your G-d, the heads of your tribes, your elders, and your officers - all the men of Israel. Your small

children, your women, and your proselyte who is in the midst of your camp" (Devarim 29:9-10).

If, chas veshalom, the Jewish nation does not follow Hashem's commandments, then Hashem will exact

punishment from them. In this perhaps women and converts are not included because Hashem exacts

punishment from land - from Eretz Yisrael. There is a dispute in the Gemara regarding whether Leviim

were given land, however later converts certainly were not apportioned land at that time nor were

women.

Each of us is obligated to observe the dictates of the Torah, however Hashem extracts punishment only

from those  included  in  the  603,550 members  of  the  Jewish  nation.  From "all  of  Bnei  Yisrael  are

guarantors for one another we derive that the Torah applies to all of us and that any sin a person

commits can have a negative effect on other members of Klal Yisrael. This certainly applies in the realm

of "bein adam lachavero" but it also applies "bein adam laMakom". One person can be responsible for

calamities that may happen to another.  This  means that any sin we commit can negatively affect

600,000 people (some say 600,000 times 600,000 for in inclues the aspect of "arvut" of each person).

Based on this we can explain Rabenu Yonah's comment that one should never delay repenting, for

perhaps another person has in the interim been punished on my behalf.

We are taught that a measure of good is greater than a measure of bad - thus any mitzvah we perform

brings tremendous merit for Klal Yisrael. The Kohen Gadol, from the tribe of Levi, performs the Yom

Kippur service as atonement for the entire nation. Moshe Rabenu prayed to Hashem to forgive the

Jewish nation for the sin of the golden calf.

Every move we make, our tefillah, our teshuva, can have a great effect on Klal Yisrael. We must repent

not only for our negative acts but for negative character traits as well. It has been said that it is easier

to master the entire Shas than to change a single character trait.

Rav Dessler used to say that if one is traveling in the wrong direction then it is not important how fast

he is going, but he needs to do an about face and rectify his ways. It is incumbent upon each of us to

rectify our own ways.

Chazal teach us that a person must think to himself: when will my actions emulate those of Avraham,

Yitzchak, and Yaakov. We certainly are unable to reach this level in a single swoop. If you think that is

impossible,  Chazal  also  comment  on  the  pasuk  in  the  Shirat  Hayam  "zeh  Keli  ve-anvehu"  that

ve-anvehu stands for "ani vehu" - He and I, we must try to emulate the ways of Hashem just as He is

compassionate and gracious, so too we must be compassionate and gracious. Certainly we cannot

reach this level but what is important is that we must travel in the right direction.

The Rambam states that when it comes to character traits a person should always choose the middle

path, not to go to one extreme or another. There are two exceptions - haughtiness, a person should go

to the other extreme when it comes to being h umble. The other is anger, showing displeasure at the

actions of another does not mean becoming angry. In these two traits one should go to extremities.

May we merit rectifying our character traits, always traveling in the right direction. May Hshem provide

us with a good life so that we may once against witness the Kohen Gadol's service where we can

physically see Hashem's forgiveness of our sins - when the "chut hashani" will once again turn white"

and may we all be inscribed for a ketiva vachatima tova along with all of Bnei Yisrael. Amen.
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