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Staten Island Z’manim 

 לכל זמן ועת
 

 ויקח ויתן את העדת אל הארן וישם את הבדים על הארן
ויתן את הכפרת על הארן )מ:כ(   

He took and placed the Testimony into the Aron and placed the 
staves on the Aron, and he placed the lid on the Aron (40:20) 
Why does the Torah use the words "ויקח ויתן" – “he took and he 

placed”, and not the word "וישם" – “he placed”, as it states by all the 
other utensils in the Mishkan? What did Moshe take and where did 
he take it from? The “Nachalas Tzvi” explains that when Moshe 
Rabbeinu came down from the mountain with the Luchos in his 
hand he looked for a place to put them down, and eventually he 
built a wooden case for them. We find that when the golden Aron 
was ready, Moshe Rabbeinu took the Luchos from where they were 
and placed them in the newly designated place for them.  

(Umatuk HaOhr) 

At the end of discussing the building of the Mishkan, the 

Torah mentions that Bnei Yisroel would travel based on when 

the Clouds of Glory would move (40:36). Contextually, this 

does not belong in Parashas Pekudei, or even in the entire 

book of Shemos, which the Ramban notes in his introduction 

to Sefer Shemos, that this Sefer is completely focused on exile 

and redemption! Rav Yaakov Galinsky answers that this 

actually fits into the topic of redemption. When we can live 

our lives completely subservient to Hashem, where we follow 

His direction via the clouds which He sends us, then we are 

truly free! We each have to aspire to reach such a level of 

recognition and subservience to Hashem. 
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                Candle Lighting: 5:41  

 
 

  Sof Z’man Krias Shema: 
      Mogen Avraham: 8:33   Gra: 9:09 
Sof Z’man Tefillah (Shacharis): 10:08 

Chatzos: 12:06       Sh'kiah: 6:00 
Havdalah: Tzeis HaKochavim: 6:42 
     Rabbeinu Tam (72 minutes): 7:13  

                                                 (some say 7:22) 
 
 

 
              Next Week: Vayikra 
              Candle Lighting: 6:49 

Since the obligation to say Kiddush begins as soon as 

Shabbos starts, we begin the Seudah right away with 

Kiddush. By reciting Kiddush as soon as possible, we are 

declaring how holy Shabbos is (Mishnah Brurah 271:11). 

Kiddush is said at home for the family and others to hear, 

even if it was said earlier in Shul by Maariv (Mishnah 

Brurah 271:45). The one saying Kiddush for others must 

announce that everyone have Kavanah, and they should 

pay attention to the words, and this is why we say the 

word ‘Savri’ (Mishnah Brurah 271:5). The best way to do 

this Mitzvah is to actually understand what all the words 

of Kiddush mean (Orach Chaim 193:1 and Mishnah 

Brurah 193:5). After Kiddush, everyone can drink from 

the wine without saying their own Brachah, because the 

one saying Kiddush had everyone in mind and said the 

Brachah for them (Orach Chaim 273:4). Rashi in 

Masechta Brachos (43b) teaches that by tasting the wine 

at Kiddush, it has the power to restore one’s eyesight that 

was lost when one might have taken big steps! 

 

      Besamei HaTorah 
                            …Beneath the Surface 

 
 
 
 
 

      R’ Shmuel Winzelberg 

If the Baal Koreh is getting an Aliyah at the Torah, 

another person should stand next to him. Just as the Torah 

was given through an agent— Moshe Rabbeinu, we need 

to act in a similar way by Laining through an agent.  

(Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 23:7) 

 

       B’Kitzur… 
      A Quick Look at Hilchos Tefilah 

       Shabbos Treasures  
      The Precious Gift of  Shabbos 



  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Pesukei D’Zimra, we say Ivdu Es Hashem B’Simchah, Serve 

Hashem with happiness, in MizmorL’Sodah (Tehilim 100:2). The 

Radak explains that this refers specifically to Tefilah, that we should 

Daven with Simchah. Rav Gamliel Rabbinovitch, Shlit”a, explains 

that the reason this is mentioned regarding Davening is because we 

Daven three times a day. Since we do this so often, someone can get 

used to it and not be careful to Daven properly. Other Mitzvos that 

come from time to time get a renewed feeling to them, and one will do 

those Mitzvos in the proper way. Rav Gamliel says that the way to get 

this new feeling each time we Daven is to Daven with Simchah, and 

this will bring one to have passion and enthusiasm when he talks with 

Hashem in Tefilah. Rav Gamliel goes one step further and advises one 

to even walk to Shul with feelings of Simchah, in order that he be 

ready to Daven with these feelings of joy! 
 

 Middos      

The Chasam Sofer teaches that the very first Mitzvah a Bar Mitzvah boy 

can fulfill as a Bar Mitzvah, is the Mitzvah of Simchah. Immediately at the 

nightfall of his 14th birthday, he should rejoice and be happy that he was able 

to merit to accept Hashem’s Ol Mitzvos, the yoke of fulfilling the will of 

Hashem. The Chasam Sofer says that this Mitzvah of Simchah is a Mitzvas 

Asei M’D’oraysa, a Mitzvah from the Torah, to serve Hashem with joy and a 

heart full of happiness. The Alter of Kelm writes in Chochmah U’Mussar, that 

Simchah is an extra component that we can add to our Mitzvos. In fact, by 

doing Mitzvos with Simchah, we get additional S’char for it. Not only will we 

get rewarded for doing the Mitzvah, but for being happy about it also! The 

Orchos Tzaddikim in Sha’ar HaSimchah elaborates on this, and says that any 

Mitzvah done with Simchah is worth one thousand times more than a Mitzvah 

done without Simchah. Simchah adds a new dimension to how we serve 

Hashem, and opens up for us opportunities that we might not have. The Arizal 

has revealed to us in his writings, that all that he had accomplished in his life 

was only because of Simchah Shel Mitzvah, he was joyous when he did 

Mitzvos. The Gra explains that Simchah is the step that one has to take in 

order to climb in Kedushah, and the more Simchah one puts into his Mitzvos, 

the more he grows in Kedushah! The Sefer Chasidim writes that the main 

focus of this Simchah is that we are doing what Hashem wants and we are 

serving Him with joy! 
 

When a person is young, he does not know the 

sweetness and pleasantness of the Torah, and he has 

to force himself to exert in learning it. It says in Avos 

D’Rebbe Nosson (3:6) that one thing that is achieved 

in distress is better than one hundred in comfort. 

There was once a young man who was studying in 

the Yeshivah of the Chofetz Chaim, zt”l, who had a 

very difficult time understanding his learning, and 

his studies were a big struggle for him. After 

working diligently over a long period of time, he saw 

that he had only learned four Daf of Gemara. He felt 

dejected that he was unsuccessful in his learning, and 

he turned to his Rebbe, the Chofetz Chaim, and said, 

“Rebbe, I’ve only covered four Daf of Gemara over 

an extended amount of time, and I’m considering 

that perhaps it would be better if I went to work 

instead of stayed in Yeshivah. I see that I have not 

benefited from all the work I have put in to learning, 

and I have only accomplished very little.” The 

Chofetz Chaim responded incredulously, “You have 

successfully learned four hundred Daf of Gemara in 

one period of time, and you are considering leaving 

the Yeshivah?! Can you be more successful than 

this?” From the response of the Chofetz Chaim, the 

young man thought to himself that perhaps his Rebbe 

did not hear him well, because the Chofetz Chaim 

was already in his later years and was hard of 

hearing, so he repeated himself and said that his 

entire accomplishment was only four Daf of 

Gemara. But the Chofetz Chaim was firm, and said 

that it was quite an accomplishment to learn four 

hundred Daf of Gemara! The Chofetz Chaim saw the 

confused look on his students face and explained his 

words based on that which is taught in Avos D’Rebbe 

Nosson: ‘One thing achieved in distress is better than 

one hundred in comfort’. He said, “If you learned 

four Daf with difficulty and distress, it is considered 

like four hundred pages of Gemara, and this is why I 

am astounded. There are not many young men that 

merit to learn so many Daf of Gemara in such a short 

period of time! If a person exerts himself in the 

Torah like an ox in its yoke, then over time he will 

merit to taste the sweetness of the Torah, and he will 

see that Hashem is good! I think that an 

accomplished Masmid like you belongs in 

Yeshivah!” The young man was tremendously 

uplifted by the words of the Chofetz Chaim. He 

stayed in Yeshivah and worked diligently in his 

studies, and shortly after, he saw great success in his 

learning! 
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 בס"ד

       The Siddur Speaks 

A Closer Look at Davening 

       L’Maaseh 
                 A Tale to Remember 

Pearls of Wisdom… A Word for the Ages 
A person starts his day in the morning, and makes himself a cup of 

coffee. He puts the bitter coffee in a mug, and adds the sweet sugar to it, 

pours in the boiling hot water, and then adds some cold milk. He is now 

holding a cup full of contrasts: hot, cold, bitter, and sweet. Then he says, 

“Ribono Shel Olam! I don't know how my day will be, bitter, sweet, hot, 

or cold. But one thing I know for sure, it will be Shehakol Nehiyeh 

Bidvaro, everything will be as You say it will be!” And that is how a 

Jew should start their morning, knowing that Hashem will choose just 

what is right for him out of a world of contrasts! (Author Unknown) 
 


