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OFF THE DERECH  
 

      

              The wheels of life 

In this week’s sedra, Yaakov’s sons are 

shocked and dismayed to find that all along 

they’ve been dealing with their brother Yosef. 

After revealing his identity, Yosef sends proof to 

his aging father that he is indeed alive. He sends 

wagons pulled by oxen as a present to his father 

Yaakov. Rashi explains the reasoning behind this 

specific gift. By sending wagons pulled by oxen, 

Yosef was reminding him of their last 

conversation before he went missing. In their last 

conversation, they studied the laws of Egla Arufa, 

a calf offered by townspeople when an 

unidentified corpse had been found in their town. 

By sending these animals Yosef was letting his 

father know that he was indeed his son and he did 

not forget their connection.  

But there must be another message that 

Yosef was trying to convey. The Sheim M’Shmuel 

offers a fascinating interpretation that speaks to 

us all in our practical day-to-day life. 

ם ַוַיְר֙א ֶאת־ַוְיַדְב֣רּו  ר ֲאֵלֶהֶ֔ ֶב֣ ר דִּ י יֹוֵס֙ף ֲאֶש֣ ְבֵרֵ֤ ל־דִּ ת כָּ יו ֵא֣ ֵאלָָּ֗

ם יֶהֶֽ ב ֲאבִּ ּוַח ַיֲעֹקַ֥ י רֵ֖ את ֹא֑תֹו ַוְתחִִּ֕ ֵש֣ ף לָּ ח יֹוֵסֵ֖ ַלַ֥ ֹות ֲאֶשר־שָּ לֶ֔ ֲעגָּ ֣  הָּ

“However, when they related to him all the words 

that Yosef had spoken to them, and he saw the 

wagons that Yosef had sent to transport him, then 

the spirit of their father Yaakov was revived.” A 

wagon is called ‘agala’ after the wheels “galgalim” 

that make it move. The wheels of the wagon are 

round and symbolically represents the wheel of 

life. Sometimes we find ourselves on top of the 

wheel, while at other times we find ourselves on 

the lowest parts of it. Sometimes we may find 

ourselves at a low point in our lives, but we dare 

not despair because eventually we will find 

ourselves once again at the top. Yosef was 

sending a message to his father that although he 

was on the bottom of the wheel when he was sold 

into slavery and taken to Egypt, it was only in 

order for him to climb up again. Furthermore, 

Yosef was letting him know that he lives with this 

awareness that life is like a wheel and he is doing 

whatever he can to stay on top without 

compromising on his values and middos. Yosef 

maintained a keen awareness of his own fragility; 

he understood his precarious position of power 

and more importantly how fragile his ruchnius 

was at this place in life. If he were to allow his ego 

to dominate him, if her were to credit his own 

When we know with certainty that it is Hashem who 

spins the wheels of our lives, we can enjoy “the ride” 

and not stumble into the pitfalls of arrogance and 

egotism. 

RABBI BARROS ON THE WEEKLY SEDRA 
PARSHAS VAYIGASH 5777 



התשע"ז גשיושבת קדש פרשת   
 

personal ability for his ascend to greatness, he 

would soon find himself on the bottom. Yaakov 

understood Yosef’s message and was 

reinvigorated, ם יֶהֶֽ ב ֲאבִּ ּוַח ַיֲעֹקַ֥ י רֵ֖  Yaakov was“  ַוְתחִִּ֕

revived.” 

Dovid Hamelech warned throughout 

Tehilim of the dangers inherent in forgetting who 

is really “at the wheel” of our lives. “How long 

Hashem, will You endlessly forget me? How long 

will You hide Your countenance from me?” 

Dovid Hamelech is asking Hashem how long is 

he going to find himself on the lower end of the 

“galgal” the wheel. He answers his own question 

when he says that when he stops crediting his 

intellect for his successes and his failure, Hashem 

will finally reappear and be part of his life, “How 

long must I set schemes within myself?” When a 

person is able to surrender to Hashem, this will 

allow Hashem to take over and be part of his life. 

When we find ourselves on the bottom of the 

wheel and we recognize that there is no one left 

but Hashem to help us, that is the time when the 

wheel will start to spin and we will find ourselves 

on top again. Humility and awareness of our 

human weaknesses are the fuel of faith that turns 

that wheel. This awareness is also a deterrent of 

ga’ava, arrogance.  When we know with certainty 

that it is Hashem who spins the wheels of our 

lives, we can enjoy “the ride” and not stumble 

into the pitfalls of arrogance and egotism. The 

awareness of Hashem being in control serves as a 

safety feature to keep us stable and grounded. 

Rav Tzadok Hakohen 1  explains that a 

person’s thoughts are descriptive of who he is. 

The neshama is expressed through man’s 

thoughts and attitudes. When a person thinks 

about the abundance of Hashem’s chesed and his 

attitude is that everything comes from Hashem, 

he will find that his neshama is elevated, that he 

himself is higher on the wheel of life. 

When he saw the wagons sent by Yosef, 

Yaakov realized that Yosef learned one of the 

greatest secrets of happiness in life. He knew then 

that his son had reached and was able to maintain 

a consistent awareness of Hashem in his life. This 

realization gave Yaakov true nachas ruach, 

spiritual contentment.   

 

 

                                                      
)אות קמד(  "במקום שהוא המחשבה של אדם שם הוא כל האדם, כי  1

המחשב  עיקר האדם אינו הגוף רק הנפש, והנפש אינה דבר רק כח

ומהרהר והרוצה שבאדם, ומקום שמחשבתו אדוקה כך הוא כל צורת 

  עת." באדם באותו


