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     HILCHOS SHABBOS: BORER     

Continued from previous week… 

1) It is very common for items in a freezer to be stored in a less organized fashion than in the refrigerator, and 

very often many foods are lying on top of each other haphazardly. These foods are considered "in a mixture" and 

thus if something needs to be removed, it must be done in the acceptable manner (i.e. taking the item that is 

wanted, for immediate use without a utensil) 

2) If the food that is removed from the freezer cannot be used immediately due its needing to defrost first, it is 

questionable if it may be removed. Some Poskim maintain that since it cannot be used right away it may 

therefore not be removed from "within the mixture" in the freezer. (Ruling of Maran Rav Yosef Shalom Elyashiv 

Zatzal  and YBLC”YT Rav Nissim Karelitz Shlita quoted in Orchos Shabbos page 148 footnote 54) 

Other Poskim, however, maintain that if it is common to only remove this particular food from the freezer and 

allow it to defrost right before the meal, then it may be removed, and is considered using it immediately even 

though it will take a while to defrost. (Ruling of Rav Shlomo Zalmen Auerbach; ibid.) 

However, if the food in question is commonly removed a few hours before the meal, all agree that it may not be 

removed from "within the mixture" in the freezer on Shabbos. (ibid.) 

[Parenthetically, it is important to be careful with frozen foods as many of them are Muktzah (e.g. frozen raw fish, frozen 

raw French fries etc.) and moving them to get to the permissible items (e.g. a frozen Challah or ice cream) may pose a 

Halachic problem. We shall discuss this B'Ezras Hashem more at length when we learn Hilchos Muktzah] 

3) Seforim or books that are neatly lined on a shelf,  in a way that each one  is easily recognizable, are not 

considered "in a mixture" and thus any one may be removed from the shelf even if there is no intent to use that 

Sefer immediately. 

However, if the books are laying on the shelf in an unorganized fashion, and the titles are not easily discernable 

and they are otherwise not recognizable, they may  indeed be considered "a mixture" and be subject to the 

prohibition of Borer, and according to many Poskim may only be removed if all the criteria of permissible Borer 

are present. (See Orchos Shabbos page 134 footnote 17 ) 

4) If a pile of Seforim or books are lying on a pile on the table, it is considered "in a mixture" even if they are 

easily discernable (as this is inherently a mixture, unlike when they are on the shelf), and thus they should not be 

sorted into piles nor should a Sefer be pulled out of the pile unless it is being used immediately. (See Rama 

Siman 319:3) 

If one must remove a Sefer from an unorganized bookshelf or from a pile on the table on Friday night for use on 

Shabbos day, the best thing to do is to learn something from it immediately for a moment and thus it will have 

been a Borer for immediate use which is permitted. 
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5) A solid that is large enough to be distinctly recognizable when submerged in a liquid, according to many 

Poskim, is not considered to be "in a mixture" and thus the unwanted liquid may be removed or poured off in 

order to get to the solid. 

Some examples of this: a) A pot of hard boiled eggs in water, where the water may be spilled out in order to 

reach the eggs. b) A jar of pickles in brine, where the pickle juice may be spilled out in order to reach the pickles. 

c) A pitcher of water that contains slices of lemon may be poured even if the spout of the pitcher will prevent the 

lemons from leaving the pitcher. (Some Poskim are stringent even in the aforementioned cases and a Rav should be 

consulted for Halacha L'ma'aseh. See K'tzos HaShulchan 125:14 and Shu"t Az Nidberu Vol. 4 Siman 21) 

6) A large quantity of olives (or similar small item) that are submerged in a pitcher of water is considered to be "in 

a mixture" and thus the water may not be poured off in order to get to the olives. Likewise, a slotted spoon may 

not be used to retrieve the olives from within the water, and surely a sieve may not be used to do this. A single 

olive, however, that is in a pitcher of liquid is not considered "in a mixture" and may be removed even with a 

utensil and even if not being eaten immediately. 

7) It is very common when opening a can of vegetables, tuna fish or sardines, or similar items that come in a 

sealed can, to drain the liquid from the can before removing the food. This is forbidden to do on Shabbos as 

removing the liquid (which is P'soles, the unwanted item) from the food (the Ochel, the desired item) is a classic 

example of prohibited Borer. 

8) Very often when opening a cup of yogurt or leben, a small layer of water is present on the top and is 

intertwined into the yogurt/leben. This water is usually stirred into the yogurt/ leben or, alternatively, is spilled 

out. If the water and the leben/yogurt are already joining with one another, it is considered "a mixture" and the 

water may not be spilled out on Shabbos, as doing so is a prohibited Borer. If the yogurt/leben is solid and the 

water on top is not seeping into the leben/yogurt, then it may be spilled out. 

9) A fly, or another unwanted small item, that fell into a drink may not be removed by itself; rather it must be 

removed together with some of the liquid from the cup. (See Mishna Berura Siman 319:61.) 

 

…To be continued next week B’Ezras Hashem 

 

 

 
 

Evaluate the people in your life; then promote, demote, or terminate as necessary. 
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