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 פרשת בא 
This adaptation is dedicated in honor of: 

my dear wife, Devorah and 

our son and daughter, Moishe and Yael. 

 ולרפואה שלימה: העניא בת פריידל
לז"נ ר' אליהו ב"ר אברהם שלמה אליאש ז"לו  

 

 

  

כי אני הכבדתי  פרעהל א אה במשאל  ד' רמאיו"
  )א, י( "את לבו

“Hashem said to Moshe, “Come to 

Pharaoh for I have made his heart 

stubborn” 
 

This is the way of HKB”H: he warns a person 

once, twice and three times and if he does not do 

teshuva – He closes off his heart from teshuva so 

as to collect retribution for his sins.1 

 

 
) ב, י" (וידעתם כי אני ד'"  

“That you may know that I am 

Hashem” 
 

All of the plagues that befell the Egyptians 

were meant to awaken them and the Jewish 

people to fear the true Master of the World 

and to accept the yoke of His Kingdom.  Only 

one who does so is called a person – for he has 

wisdom to discern that there is a Master, 

Director, Ruler and Orchestrator, Blessed Be He, 

from Whom everything comes.  Knowledge to 

understand and fervently recognize that every 

movement contains Hashem within it. 

 

Rebbe Nachman taught: “The essence of a person 

is his knowledge.  One who has no wisdom is not 

called a person at all.  Moshe Rabbeinu opened 

the light of wisdom for us: ‘You have been shown 

in order to know that Hashem, He is G-d!  There 

is none besides Him!’2  Moshe opened up our 

knowledge and revealed that there is a G-d Who 

governs the world. 

 

                                                           
 שמות רבה יג, ג 1
אתה הראת לדעת כי ד' הוא האלקים אין עוד מלבדו (דברים ד,  2
 לה)

All of the plagues that Pharaoh received were 

designed to illustrate Who is in charge, to 

demonstrate that there is a King of the World, a 

Master of the House.  Moshe relayed Hashem’s 

message to Pharaoh: “Through this you shall 

know that I am Hashem.”3  Just as Pharaoh had to 

learn this lesson – so must we. 

 

We cannot live myopic lives – we must 

constantly be aware that we are dependent upon 

Hashem and we must turn to Him before 

anything we are about to do. 

 

This world was created for us to coronate 

Hashem as King.  Coronating Hashem means 

nullifying our egos and knowing that there is 

only Hashem in the world.  Just as with Pharaoh 

– all of our afflictions are to remind us that 

everything works exactly in accordance with 

Hashem’s will, not our will.  What HKB”H 

decrees is what will be and there is nothing in 

the world aside from His dictates. 

 

R’ Chanina ben Dosa’s daughter wanted to light 

Shabbos candles but there was no oil, only 

vinegar.  R’ Chanina said: oil does not ignite, no 

natural law tells oil to kindle – there is only the 

word of Hashem, Who tells the oil to burn.  The 

One Who tells the oil to kindle can also tell 

vinegar to burn.  And the vinegar indeed lit.4 
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Much emuna was required to leave Egypt.  They 

still had not recognized Hashem, they didn’t even 

know His name.  “‘I Shall Be As I Shall Be’ – that 

is My Name for the time being and you must 

believe in Me, leave everything and follow Me.  

Everyone else follows idols and deities – but you 

must follow Me.”  HKB”H sent them such great 

sparks so that they would have the desire to 

leave everything and escape.  There was no time 

for preparation – “nor had they made provisions 

for themselves.”5  When you flee Egypt, eat 

matzos because matzah is baked hurriedly, 

without any additives for taste, unlike bread.  

Matzah is bitachon in Divine Providence, 

without any involvement or work. 

 

Fleeing from Egypt, there is no time to think, to 

worry about what will be.  If we begin to think 

too much, we are liable to remain there, G-d 

forbid.  This is essentially what happens to every 

Baal Teshuva who receives a one-time 

opportunity, a flash of great light.  He begins to 

run after this light, leaving everything else 

behind - because Hashem does not send these 

sparks every day.  In these moments, when a 

person is sent this great light, he merits the 

realization that that “there is nothing aside from 

Hashem” – that there is only Hashem in the 

world.  Then it is taken from him and he 

struggles for the rest of his life for it to become a 

part of him.  Similarly, at Har Sinai, when the 

Jewish people saw HKB”H and saw that “there is 

nothing aside from Hashem” – it was just for that 

moment.  When a person merits to not just say 

“there is nothing aside from Hashem” – but 

feels it, lives it, internalizes it – he is 

connected to true reality.  Consequently, he is 

compelled to do good things.  He is unable to 

act otherwise – he has found the truth.  The 

truth is giving tzedaka, davening, smiling at 

others, loving others, feeling joy for others, 

judging others favorably, loving Hashem, 

thanking Hashem – all of the wonderful 

matters that are part of serving Hashem. 

 

Every moment in which a person forgets that 

“there is nothing aside from Hashem” – he 

                                                           
 וגם צידה לא עשו להם (יב, לט) 5

finds himself mired in sadness or arrogance.  

If he succeeds – he becomes arrogant.  If he 

fails – he despairs.  Until our final day, we must 

study that “there is nothing aside from Hashem.”  

But, as much as we try, we never fully grasp it.  

The moment that we suffer any amount of 

sadness, anger, worry – as soon as we feel as 

if we are owed anything or see some 

occurrence as negative – it is a sign that we 

have an issue with the idea that “there is 

nothing aside from Hashem.”  It is still not 

100% clear to us.  We have still not fully 

internalized it. 

 

From the moment a child is born, we teach him 

this, we transmit the message that aside from 

HKB”H there is nothing else in the world.  He 

learns to say Shema Yisroel and his parents instill 

in him that whatever happens in life is for the 

very best – even those things that seem “less 

good.”  With HKB”H everything is good – what 

appears to be good to us, what appears to be 

“less good” to us and what we cannot 

understand to be good – are all from Hashem 

because “there is nothing aside from 

Hashem.” 

 

In this world, it is impossible to fully feel that 

“there is nothing aside from Hashem.”  Yet, we 

continuously strive to attain it – repeatedly 

ascending another rung of the ladder.  Every 

moment of life is a struggle to get closer to the 

comprehension that “there is nothing aside from 

Hashem.”  The holy Baal Shem Tov taught: it is 

such a shame that there is a small coin in front of 

our eyes that blocks Hashem’s light – if we would 

move it ever so slightly, we would see Divinity.  

But, we are too preoccupied with smallness: 

“They did this to me.”  “He said that to me.”  “I 

don’t deserve how they treated me.”  A person 

finds himself in darkness – he must illuminate 

the darkness?  How?  By understanding that 

“there is nothing aside from Hashem.” 

 

Everything is knowledge.  “If you have acquired 

knowledge, what are you lacking - if you are 

lacking knowledge, what have you acquired?”6  

                                                           
 נדרים מא. 6
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Knowledge is the proper perspective on things.  

This is how Hashem created the world, in such a 

structure that there is darkness, and within the 

darkness, we must seek light.  We must elevate 

ourselves – raise ourselves slightly higher.  We 

must detach ourselves, even if only a hair’s 

breadth, from silly things, pettiness, anger, illicit 

desires – constantly striving for better.  A 

person who clings to and is connected to 

Hashem is never in exile.  Wherever he is in 

the world, he is attached to Hashem, he has 

Hashem. 

 

To rise up a bit, to get close to the concept that 

“there is nothing aside from Hashem” - is only 

possible if we battle our number one enemy, the 

yetzer hora, and our egos and sense of self-

importance.  That is our primary task in this 

world – to nullify our feelings of superiority, 

to not take credit for ourselves, to 

understand that everything is Hashem’s 

doing.  We must be the polar opposite of 

Pharaoh, who was “the great serpent crouching 

in its rivers, who has said, ‘mine is my river, and I 

have made myself’”7 – I created myself – the 

ultimate in arrogance and heresy. 

 

A person wants to do something for Hashem’s 

honor and he succeeds, thank G-d: he 

unexpectedly experiences a passionate tefilla, he 

is able to concentrate particularly well, he 

suddenly remembered some promise he had 

made to someone and was able to fulfill it or he 

called a lonely, elderly person and gave them 

some encouragement.  In short, he had a good 

day.  But then he realizes that he is taking credit 

for his actions, he feels like a tzaddik.  We must 

be so careful not to lose the good deed, not to let 

it turn into conceit.  We must immediately follow 

up the good deed with nullifying our 

pretentiousness.  “Hashem, I know that I am 

nothing without You.  I so desperately want 

to act for Heaven’s sake, without any self-

interest, only for Your glory – make some 

bracha with concentration, do some act of 

chesed only for You.” 

                                                           
התנים הגדול הרבץ בתוך יאריו אשר אמר לי יארי ואני עשיתני  7

    (יחזקאל כט, ג)

The Parsha opens with: “And so that you may 

relate in the ears of your son and your son’s son 

that I made a mockery of Egypt and My signs that 

I placed among them – that you may know that I 

am Hashem.”8  That everyone will know of 

Hashem – that more and more people will know 

Hashem. 

 

The entire hope for Redemption is to return 

the whole world in teshuva.  Any generation 

that does not return the world in teshuva is as if 

they themselves caused them to sin.  The Zohar 

says that one who returns people in teshuva 

has every gate, path and door opened for him.  

He is handed all the keys.  When a person 

brings others back in teshuva, Hashem is 

honored through him throughout the world.  

The greatest thing we can do is bring others back 

to Hashem.  How is this done?  Only by one who 

has a majestic appearance, an illuminating 

countenance, a holy face – others look at him and 

are inspired to teshuva.  Rebbe Nachman taught 

that the only way to merit a majestic appearance 

and an illuminating countenance is to learn 

Gemara, because we cannot bring someone back 

without intellect and knowledge.  When a person 

learns Gemara and Poskim he receives such light 

that everyone runs after him and discards their 

heresy – all of their questions are answered.  “A 

man’s wisdom makes his face shine.”9  People 

want the same light and joy that they see in 

this talmid chochom – and they return in 

teshuva.    People desperately want joy and, 

when they see it in those who learn Torah – 

they return in teshuva. 

 

All that we want and need is in the first bracha of 

the requests that we recite in Shemona Esrei 

(after the three opening brachos) – “You 

graciously endow man with knowledge” ( אתה

 The first thing we ask for is  .(חונן לאדם דעת

knowledge – to know Hashem, to have 

emuna, to live with reality of Hashem.  There 

is no other knowledge – no other knowledge 

has any value. 
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 חכמת אדם תאיר פניו (קהלת ח, א)  9
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 תפילה
 

Master of the World!  Help me remember, no matter what happens to me, that it is all Your decree that it should happen 

precisely this way.  When I remember and live this way – I am not broken, worried, angry or depressed.  Help me, no matter 

what happens to me, to immediately say that it all from Hashem and for the best.  There are even non-religious people who 

know this, say it, feel it and believe it – it courses through their veins.  So how do I still forget and take too much time to 

remember and compose myself and return to the joy of a Jew who has emuna that it is all from Hashem and for the best. 

 

Master of the World!  Help me remember all of the kindnesses, miracles, gifts that I receive from You every day and every 

minute, for so many years.  So often, I daven, request, plead and everything goes smoothly and successfully, exactly as I 

asked – and I forget to immediately say thank You, Father, You are so good to me.  Only after some time do I recall how much 

I davened and begged and how You compassionately heard me and granted me success.  Why do I not do so immediately?  

Help me, Father, to live in the way of gratitude and appreciation – to feel Your kindnesses constantly.  And if something 

unpleasant occurs, G-d forbid, something not in accordance with my plans or as I wanted – let it be easier for me to have 

emuna that it is still for the best.  If we receive so much chesed and so much good – why should we suddenly think that this is 

not good?  It is also from You, Father. 

 

Master of the World!  I miss the light that You sent me at the beginning of my teshuva – such a great light that I began to 

chase it and deserted all else to begin an entirely new life.  Such a light that can transform every Jew into an important Rabbi 

and every Shabbos and holiday into Har Sinai.  Every Torah lecture into the discovery of a new continent in this magical world 

that You created for us.  Master of the World, I wish to return to the shouts, tears, dances of what was.  I wish to return to 

that strength that gave me the ability to easily overcome my physical desires and coronate the soul.  But, in truth, that was 

good for then.  Now, Master of the World, things are quieter but deeper, more internal, more genuine and, yes, often harder.  

Thank You for what was – and thank You for what is. 

 

Have an awesome, uplifting and wonderful Shabbos, 

Dov Elias 
Notice: The foregoing is based on my limited understanding of the Parsha Sheet, Ohr Ha’Emuna, disseminated by Harav Menachem Azolai Shlita and is not a 

complete or exact adaptation of Ohr Ha’Emuna and is not necessarily even a reliable interpretation of the ideas presented therein.  Ohr Ha’Emuna is published 

in Hebrew; in translation, accuracy is always compromised.  Rav Azolai has not reviewed this material - any inaccuracies, omissions or confusion should be 

attributed exclusively to me.  I still hope you enjoy and it provides some chizuk.  Thank you Mordi Blass for helping with some of the Hebrew expressions. 
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If a person has emuna that everything is from 

Hashem and that everything that happens is 

for the best – he is not be rattled by any 

problem.  If something happens – it is for the 

best or it is an atonement.  There are 

constant mishaps and incidents in life – we 

must always say “this too is for the best” and 

continue with joy. 

 

This is a huge challenge!  It requires so much 

emuna!  It took R’ Akiva 22 years to learn this 

emuna from his Rebbe, Nachum Ish Gamzu.  

Hashem only does the very best.  If a person 

always says “it is for the best” – he emerges 

from all tribulations, he witnesses miracles. 

 
Jew (יהודי) is derivative of the word for gratitude 

 a Jew is constantly thanking, singing –  .(הודיה)

– whatever Hashem does is good, Hashem is 

always with us, Hashem never abandons us.  

A Jew who never loses his emuna, even 

momentarily, and is happy in every one of 

life’s situations – is saved from all troubles. 

 

When a Jew lives in the way of gratitude and 

acknowledgement and is aware of Hashem’s 

incessant kindnesses – even when “bad” 

things happen - he sees Hashem’s compassion 

and has complete emuna that even the 

difficulties are definitely for his benefit and 

Hashem never forsakes him. 

 

Hashem did not tell Moshe to “go to Pharaoh.”  

Hashem told Moshe to “come to Pharaoh” – 

“come with Me, let’s go together, give Me your 

hand, I will be there with you, in the darkest 

place – I will be with you, wherever you go.”  We 

never leave HKB”H’s vicinity. 

 


