
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

Weekly portion Vayikra describes sacrifices in the Temple.  Sacrifice, korban in Hebrew, 

comes from the root “to bring closer”.  Daily sacrifices established the bond between 

Hashem and the Jewish people as a whole, and personal sacrifices strengthened the bond 

between each person and His Creator. 

“Speak to the children of Israel, and say to them: When a man from [among] you brings a 

sacrifice to the Lord; from animals, from cattle or from the flock you shall bring your 

sacrifice” (Vayikra 1:2).  Rashi, leading Torah commentator, explains that Torah is 

referring here to the person who wants to bring a voluntary sacrifice, not the obligatory 

one.  Why is the phrase “a man from among you” used instead of simply saying “a man”?  

To help us understand the answer, let’s look at the following story. 

Many years ago one of the big Rabbis in Jerusalem took a taxi to Bnei Brak.  The trip was 

long, and the taxi driver struck a conversation. 

--Rabbi, did you ever see a miracle? – he asked. 

--What do you mean? - asked the Rabbi, rather surprised. – In Israel we are surrounded 

by miracles. 

--I mean a real miracle, - insisted the taxi driver, and continued. – When I was in the army, 

they sent three of us on a mission.  It was a heavy-forested area, like a jungle.  It was hard 

for us to move through.  Suddenly I hear someone gasping for air.  I turn around and see 

that a giant python is making way around our friend.  One more ring, and he would choke 

to death.  With his last breath, he started whispering “Shma Israel”.  Suddenly python 

released its grasp and just slithered away.   

We couldn’t believe what we just saw.  After my friend recovered from the shock, he said, 

“I understand now.  Hashem sent this snake to me, because He wants me to become 
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religious.  I made many promises before, but broke them all.  When this snake got me in 

its grip, I realized that this is my last and only chance to life.  I took upon myself to keep all 

the commandments, and lo and behold, the snake left me unharmed.”  

--Wow, that is impressive, - remarked the Rabbi. 

--Yeah, - nodded the taxi driver. – If I didn’t see it with my own eyes, I wouldn’t have 

believed it.   

--And what about your friend? – asked the Rabbi. – Did he keep his promise? 

--Yes, he is just as religious as you are. 

--Well, but what about you? How come you didn’t change your ways after seeing what 

happened? – asked the Rabbi. 

--Me? – shrugged the taxi driver. – What about me?  It happened to him, why should I 

become religious? 

Voluntary offerings come from the desire of one’s heart.  There is no set rule when to 

bring it.  A person may think that nothing special is happening in his life, that he should 

bring this kind of sacrifice.   It could apply to someone else, not him.  However, “a man” 

comes “from among you”.  All Jews are connected, and each person can learn something 

about himself from what is happening to his friend.  May it be an increase in gratitude 

and spiritual growth, rather than despair from mistakes. 

 

Wishing You All An Uplifting Shabbos! 

 

 

To donate or receive our parsha sheet email to lifeoftorah@gmail.com 

For candle lighting time in your area go to: 

https://www.myzmanim.com/search.aspx 

 


