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1) The Shabbos candles should ideally remain in the same spot where they were kindled, and should not be 

moved to another spot after lighting [and reciting a Bracha on] them. (Rama Siman 263:10). This is the case even 

in the event that a stipulation was made to not accept the sanctity of Shabbos immediately after lighting the 

candles. (See Mishna Berura Siman 263:47) 

 

2) In cases of necessity when they must be moved, they can only be moved within the same house, and even 

then only from one place that will be used [via these candles or via another light source in the room] on Shabbos 

to another place that will also be used [via these candles or via another light source in the room]. 

 

However, if either the original place where it was lit or the current place to where it is now be moved is not a 

place that will be used on Shabbos, the lighting is not valid even B’Dieved. (See Mishna Berura Siman 263:48. He 

also quotes the Chayei Adam that those women who on Sukkos light the candles in the Sukkah and then move them into 

the house, are not acting properly.) 

 

3) It is important not to act in a disrespectful way in the presence of the Shabbos candles. Thus, a child should 

not be totally or semi unclothed in the presence of the candles, nor should a child’s diaper be changed or other 

disgraceful things be done or placed in front of the candles. (See Rama end of Siman 275 and Kaf HaChaim Siman 

275:41 and 42. This Halacha applies to the Havdalah candle as well as to any candles used for a Mitzvah.) 

 

4) A woman that lit the candles and is certain that she forgot to recite the Bracha when doing so, as long as it is 

before sunset, and thus still within the time when she would halachically be able to kindle the lights, she may 

recite the Bracha when she remembers. If it is after sunset, she may no longer recite the Bracha. (See Biur 

Halacha Siman 263:5 Dibur Hamaschil K’sheyadlik Yevarech) 

The above is true even if she accepted the sanctity of Shabbos upon herself with the lighting. (Ruling of HaRav 

Nisim Karelitz Shlita, based on language of Biur Halacha ibid.) 

 

5) If a woman is blind R”L, ideally her husband should recite the Bracha over the Shabbos candles in her stead. 

(See Mishna Berura Siman 263:14). If the blind woman is alone in her home she may still recite a Bracha over the 

Shabbos candles. (Mogen Avraham Siman 263:9 quoted in Mishna Berura ibid. The reasoning is that blind people also 

benefit from light, as others are able to see and assist them when there is light. See Shulchan Aruch Siman 69:2) 
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6) If other people are eating the Shabbos Seudah together with the blind woman, and they lit candles with a 

Bracha in the room where they are eating the Seudah, her candles can be lit [with a Bracha] in another room 

where the light will enable them to assist her, but if she lights in the same room as them she should not recite the 

Bracha. (Ruling of HaRav Nissim Karelitz Shlita based on Mishna Berura ibid.) 

7) If one will be eating the Shabbos Seudah away from home, but will be coming home to sleep, the Shabbos 

candles should be lit at home as usual, however, additional lights or lamps should be turned on as well. (See 

Shvus Yitzchok Perek 5:3 and 4 for the reasons it’s better to light at home than to light at the host’s home where the 

Seudah will be) When turning on these lights or lamps it should be with specific intent that they are for the 

purposes of Shabbos light, and the Bracha recited over the candles will cover these lights as well. 

 

8) The reason for this is that when they return home later that night after the candles already burned out, they will 

still have light L’Kavod Shabbos and for Shalom Bayis, as otherwise the Bracha, if recited over the candles 

alone, would have been in vain as no benefit was derived from them. (See Mishna Berura Siman 263:2) 

 

9) If one will be eating the Shabbos eve Seudah away from home and be returning to their home later that night, 

and will be leaving to their destination on Friday afternoon, they may already light the candles in their own home 

any time after Plag Hamincha (between 45 and 75 minutes before sunset, depending on time of year), as after this 

time anybody can already light the Shabbos candles and accept upon themselves the sanctity of Shabbos 

(unless they stipulated otherwise, which we will discuss shortly.) (See Shulchan Aruch Siman 263:4.) 

 

10) However, if they need to leave home before Plag Hamincha in order to get to their destination on time, they 

cannot light Shabbos candles at home before they leave. (ibid.) Rather, they should leave on the electric 

lights/lamps that they will need when they return home, but only light the Shabbos candles in the house where 

they will be eating. 

 

Regarding the Bracha on the candles they are lighting in the host’s home, it is best if they listen to the Bracha of  

the hostess as she lights her candles, and be exempted by her. (Based on Shulchan Aruch Siman 263:8, as in this 

case it is possible that the obligation has been satisfied by leaving the lights/lamps on in their own home, and thus no 

Bracha may be required in the host’s home for these additional candles.) 

 
…To be continued next week B’Ezras Hashem 
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