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Parshas Braishis

ַמִים ְוֵאת ָהָאֶרץ: (בראשית א/א) ְּבֵראִׁשית ָּבָרא ֱאֹלִהים ֵאת ַהּשָׁ

On the opening possuk in the parsha Rashi 
writes, R. Yitzchak said; The Torah should 
have began with the possuk "This month 
shall be for you the first of the months, since 
it is the first mitzvah given to Yisroel. What is
the reason, then, that it begins with the story 
of Creation? Because of (an idea expressed in
the text) He declared to H.s people the 
strength of H.s words in order that He might 
give them the heritage of the nations. 
(Meaning) That if the people of the world say
to Yisrael, "You are robbers, because you 
took by force the lands of the seven nations 
of Canaan", Yisroel can reply to them, "all 
the earth belongs to HaKodesh Baruch Hue; 
He created it and gave it to whom He 
pleased. It was His wish to take it from them 
and to give to us"

Zera Shimshon asks how did R. Yitzchak 
answer his question? He asked that since the 
Torah is all about doing the mitzvos it should 
have began with the first Mitzvah. If this was 
the question how did He answer it? The 
Torah still didn't start with a mitzvah!

He explains in light of the Medrash that 
explains that the "I" in the possukim in 
Mishlei (8/30-31), "I was an infant beside 
Him (Hashem), And I was [His] delight every
day, playing before Him at all times; playing 
in the habitable world of His earth, and 
[having] my delightfulness with the children 
of man. " is referring to the Torah. 

In other words the Torah was close to 
Hashem like an infant is close to his mother 
in the beginning of the creation. At that time 
there was nothing else in the world. 

After the time of Avraham Avinu the Torah 
began "playing in the habitable world". In 
other words, it was no longer the sole 
possession of Hashem but it was given to the 
people of the world.

At a later stage, when Hashem gave the 
Torah to Bnei Yisroel, Hashem delighted 
Himself with Bnei Yisroel just as a chassan 
(Hashem, so to speak) delights in his new 
wife (Bnei Yisroel). 
If, however, He delights in us like a chassan 
and a kallah, we have to understand how did 
we become His kallah? What did Hashem 
give to us in order to marry us?

We cannot answer that the Torah and the 
mitzvos themselves are considered money, 
because halacha requires that only money 
that its value is known (tzricha shuma) is 
acceptable. However, the Torah and the 
mitzvos are endless!

Rather  the "money of known value" is the 
pleasure that we are rewarded for doing the 
mitzvos. Meaning that the whole world that 
was created with "ten pronouncements to 
give reward to tzadikim and to punish 
reshaim" is dependent  on our keeping the 
Torah and the mitzvos.

Concludes Zera Shimshon that with this we 
can explain R' Yitzchak's question and 
answer. R' Yitzchak asked that the Torah 
should have began with the first mitzvah. The
reason for this is not because the Torah is 
mainly a book of the mitzvos and therefore it 
should begin with a mitzvah. Rather R' 
Yitzchak felt it was more appropriate to start 
with a mitzvah because it is through the 
mitzvos that we were united with Hashem. 

He answers that the Torah didn't start with a 
mitzvah because we were not united with 
Hashem through the mitzvos because they are
"money of unknown value". Rather it started 
with the creation of the world because it is 
through the world that we can enjoy the 
reward for keeping the mitzvos.
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ַמִים ְוֵאת ָהָאֶרץ: (בראשית א/א) ְּבֵראִׁשית ָּבָרא ֱאֹלִהים ֵאת ַהּשָׁ

Our parsha (and therefore the whole Torah)
begins with the possuk "In the beginning
Elokim created the heaven and the earth".
The Medrash asks, "Why did the Torah begin
with the letter "bais" (breishis)? (The
Medrash answers) because it is a term that
represents beracha.

Zera Shimshon asks that it is written in
Tehillim (119/160), "Your first words are
truth". Therefore seemingly it would have
been a better choice to open the Torah with
the letter "alef" which represents emmes
(truth)!

Some commentators point out that in this
possuk there actuality is an allusion to
"emmes"! The last letter of the first three
words, Breishis, borro, Elokim spells
"emmes" (The last letter of Breishis is the let-
ter "suv" which is the last letter of "emmes".
The last letter of "borro" is the letter "alef"
which is the first letter of "emmes". The last
letter of "Elokim" is the letter "mem" which is
the middle letter of "emmes".)

Zera Shimshon rejects this explanation be-
cause since "emmes" is alluded to only in the
last letters it isn't considered as "Your first

words".

He therefore explains in light of the Medrash
on the possuk (Devarim 25/7), "You should
have complete and just measuring weights." 

The simple explanation of this possuk is that
"You" is the subject of the sentence and
"complete and just measuring weights" is the
predicate. Meaning, that a person should
have only accurate weights so he won't cheat
people. 

However the Medrash explains that we can
also explain this possuk that "complete and
just measuring weights" is the subject and
"you will have" is the predicate. Meaning
that if you have only complete and just
measuring weights (i.e. you are honest in
your business dealings) then "you will have"-
Hashem will bless you with many
possessions. 

According to this we can understand how the
beginning of the Torah is "emmes". Since the
source of beracha is honesty, therefore the ax
Torah which begins with the "bais" of "be-
raishis" to signify ax beracha it is as if it
started with "ax emmes" since all "ax ber-
acha" also contains "emmes"!

HaRav Shimshon Nachmaini, author of Zera Shimshon lived in Italy about 300 years ago in the time of the Or

HaChaim HaKodesh.

The Chida writes that he was a great Mekubal and wrote many sefarim including sefarim about " practical
kabbolo" but asked that all of his sefarim be buried after he passes away except for Zera Shimshon and Niflaos
Shimshon on Avos.

He had one child who died in his lifetime (hence the name "Zera Shimshon") and in the preface he promises for
people who learn his sefarim after he dies “... And your eyes will see children and grandchildren like the
offshoots of an olive tree around your tables, wise and understanding with houses filled with all manner of good
things… and wealth and honor……”

These d’vrai Torah are dedicated to Esther Yenta Bas Chana Chassia. In the
merit of the learning Zera Shimshon’s divrai Torah, Hashem should answer her
prayers and she should quickly find her proper match along with all the other
members of Clal Yisroel who are also looking for their zivug hagun.
If you are interested in buying your own copy of the Hebrew version of Zera

- 2 -



Shimshon
Call 05271-66-450 in Eretz Yisroel 
or
347-496-5657 in the U.S.A. 

You can now  HEAR shiurim of Zera Shimshon on Kol Halashon:
In E. Yisroel: 073-2951-727 or 03-617-1111 and then press 1,1,3,24
In U.S.A. (718) 395-2440 and then press 2,6,4,24
In England: (208) 123-3788 and then press 2,1,4,24
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