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  ‘Its ways are ways of pleasantness’ – 'דרכי נועםיה דרכ'  
We are experiencing a great awakening in our congregation regarding 
speaking in shul in general and particularly during Tefillah and reading the 
Torah. Some congregations have undertaken to do this and they have 
appointed individuals to quiet those who talk as brought down in halacha and 
they have posted signs in shuls and have placed ads. I have also listened to 
talks on Kol Halashon from prominent Rabbanim on the topic and among 
them HaRav Gamliel Rabinovich shlit”a and my unique connection to him is 
through his talks on Kol Halashon. 
It once happened that I spent Shabbos in Meron and I merited to daven 
Shacharis with HaTzaddik Rabban Gamliel. 
I noticed two boys standing on the side and conversing and during the Torah 
reading they came into the minyan and stood without Chumashim and it was 
clear that they were still conversing during the Torah reading. As was my 
nature, I stood by quietly as I cannot rebuke anyone even though it would 
have been the right thing to do. Instead I glanced at Rav Gamliel to see what 
he will do in this situation, especially since the last shiur that I heard on the 
way to Meron quoted the Zohar HaKadosh that whoever speaks during 
davening testifies about himself that he has no part in the G-d of Israel. 
It did not take long when the Rav, with his experience and wisdom went to 
them with a large Chumash, stood between them and pointed to the place 
with his finger. The boys understood and politely followed along and did not 
say another word knowing that the intent of the Rav was for their benefit. I 
was touched to see the Rav act in such a nice way. 
After davening, the Rav stayed and talked with the boys and answered all 
their questions and sparked their faith with fascinating stories. 
When they left I gathered my courage and told the Rav that I had stood at the 
side to see what he would do and I was touched by how he acted with 
wisdom and understanding without embarrassing anyone and yet he made 
his point, and I asked if I had seen correctly? 
The Rav smiled and assured me that I had seen correctly and this was his 
intent that they not talk and especially by Rebbe Shimon bar Yochai who was 
clear about not speaking in shul. He added an interesting point: “I want you to 
know that everything in my life I do with complete faith and it is for this alone 
that I was born, and even now when I saw the boys standing and talking, I felt 
that I came to spend Shabbos in Meron just to save the boys from talking in 
Tefillah and Torah reading, it was hashgacha that I davened just in this 
minyan with these boys to save them. You should know that if this is your 
intent, then every mitzvah that you do, do with vitality and great desire 
because you were born to do just this mitzvah and Hashem has guided you to 
this specific place and this is the reason you came into the world and this is 
how you should see every mitzvah and you should do it with love and a 
burning desire with this intent.”     
I left excited and with a greater purpose for the service of Hashem. 
I hope that I told the story as it happened.                                                        ה.צ.    

 

 ונהי בעינינו כחגבים וכן היינו בעיניהם
We were like grasshoppers in our eyes, and so we 

were in their eyes 
Several days ago, I happened to be speaking to an 
upstanding man who tries very hard to do the will of his 
Maker, and he works several hours a day to earn a 
living. I was sure that I would find him happy with his lot 
in life since he spent most of his time involved in Torah, 
and even when he was busy earning a living everything 
was done according to the Torah and halacha. However, 
to my great dismay, the man was full of complaints. 
When I asked him why was he so frustrated, he 
responded that this was his fourth job! Every place he 
goes he feels underappreciated, he has a unique talent 
and he does his job in a trustworthy fashion and he even 
promotes his job more than expected of him, however, 
despite all this they do not appreciate him and this 
really frustrates him. 
The Kotzker Rebbe ztvk”l explains the sin of the spies, 
did they not truly relate what they saw and sensed? 
Rather, their sin was that they did not believe in the 
promise of Hashem that they will go up and inherit the 
land. This is how HaRav HaKadosh explains the posuk 
 We were‘ – 'ונהי בעינינו כחגבים וכן היינו בעיניהם' (13:33)
like grasshoppers in our eyes, and so we were in their 
eyes’ for just as a person looks at himself, so too, others 
look at him. If the spies truly and sincerely believed in 
the promise of the Creator, they would not have looked 
at themselves as grasshoppers, then even in the eyes of 
the Canaanites they would not be grasshoppers. 
This is a great encouragement for everyone, young and 
old, who asks himself, ‘Why don’t they appreciate me?’ 
Whether this is a young man who tries so hard and 
struggles to succeed in learning, or whether it is the 
head of a family who invests all his strength in his 
family, and for some reason they feel that their 
investment is not properly appreciated, this is the 
answer, you do not appreciate yourself, then how can 
you expect others to appreciate you?! If you are a 
grasshopper in your own eyes, you can be sure that this 
is how others see you. This is how the Tzaddikim explain 
(Tehillim 45:2) 'רחש לבי דבר טוב אומר אני מעשי למלך' – 
‘My heart is astir with a good theme, I say, “My works 
are for a king”’, when a person wants to do something 
good, they should feel to him as if they are ‘works for a 
king’, I am going to do the will of my Maker! When you 
believe in yourself, you will see as proof that others will 
also believe in you. 

- Tiv HaTorah – Shelach 



 

 

ותועלתהחיובה  –שמירת עיניים   
Guarding the Eyes – The Obligation and Benefit 

 

 
חרי עיניכם אשר אתם זנים אחריהם: ולא תתרו אחרי לבבכם וא

טו:לט()  

You shall not explore after your heart and after your eyes after 
which you stray. (15:39) 
Satan is successful in misleading the public regarding guarding 
one’s eyes by stating that this only applies to Chassidim, and as a 
result of this it causes the public to stumble in very severe 
prohibitions, and great losses come about from the power of this 
mistake. Therefore, first and foremost, it is incumbent on us to 
know that this is not just for Chassidim, rather, it is a negative 
precept from the Torah as the above-mentioned posuk states  ולא'

אחרי לבבכם ואחרי עיניכם' רוותת  – ‘you shall not explore after your 
heart and after your eyes’, and Chazal explain this (Berachos 12b) 
‘after your heart’ – this is heresy, ‘after your eyes’ – this is 
thought of sin. Or as expounded in Sifri (Shelach 9) ‘after your 
eyes’ – this is promiscuity. That is, through the power of seeing 
something prohibited the person comes to think about it which 
brings him to doing it rachmana litzlan, and as it is brought down 
in the Yerushalmi (Berachos 1:5) ‘the eye sees, the heart covets, 
and the action completes it. 
With this plot, the Wicked Inclination leaves its boundary, and we 
can see an extra brazenness from this fool, though it is true that 
the power of the Inclination is ‘false’ and as brought down in 
many holy seforim, for all its power is to turn mitzvah to sin and 
sin to mitzvah, however, it cannot state regarding something 
expressly mentioned in the Torah that it is not a sin at all, rather, 
it attempts to blend in different shades into every challenge, and 
this is how it entices the person that the incident that we are 
referring to is not in the category of sin chas v’chalila. It changes 
the appearance of this sin, it increases its enticement by saying 
that there is no sin here at all, and we are only being taught 
something here just for the Chassidim, and so its scheme is 
successful and many people trample on this severe sin with their 
heels, and it is fitting to consider what brought the people to 
stand on this basic falsehood. 
The answer to this is, this ‘wise one’ knows that this is for the benefit of 
the world, it knows that the entire nature of a person is dependent on 
the visual, and if it can trap this person with this sin then it would not 
have to confront him again his whole life. It knows that if one follows his 
eyes it will have him in his lap and it would not have to toil to turn him 
away from any other mitzvah in the Torah. We see this in practice, that if 
a person follows after something he sees he loses all sense of sanctity, 
and he is literally changed into a different person, and even if he merits 
to fulfill the mitzvos, they are like the mitzvos of a person bereft of 
holiness. 
We are taught this from the actions at the creation of the world, when 
the Inclination clothed itself in the guise of the primordial snake and 
presented itself to Chava to entice her to eat from the Tree of 
Knowledge, even then it utilized the power of sight, as it states (Bereishis 
וכי תאוה הוא לעיניים'' and the woman saw’ and‘ – 'ותרא האשה' (3:6  – ‘and 
that it was a delight to the eyes’, this wicked one already knew from 
then that this is the secret, that the power of sight can change the 
nature of a person, and so when it misleads him it owns him, for up until 
that point the person was living in Gan Eden and was not lacking 
anything, and he could have been devoted to his Creator all hours of the 
day, and there would have been no reason for tests and difficulties that 
hold a person back from serving his Creator. This situation was like 
arrows in the eyes of the Satan, and it did not have the power to do 
anything except use the power of sight and arouse the desire for bad 
rachmana litzlan. Then when it had the opportunity, and man stumbled 
with his sin, then it blended the bad with the good and man was evicted 
from his place in Gan Eden. 

 

From then on, man is in a constant battle with the Inclination, to 
choose between good and bad. Just from a flaw in the power of vision 
it was given the power to rule over man and set up stumbling blocks 
before him, resulting in an extended rule over man in general, and 
then extending to each person in particular, knowing that with the 
power of sight it ensnares the person in its domain, and then it no 
longer has to work hard whenever it presents a sin before him. 
This is to say that the entire essence of a person is dependent on the 
topic of sight. True Tzaddikim have testified about this in their holy 
seforim, and have given a sign for this matter by disguising it when 
the Torah states (Devorim 11:26)  ראה אנכי נותן לפניכם היום ברכה'

 ’See, I present before you today a blessing and a curse’, ‘see‘ – וקללה'
– that is in sight – there is ‘a blessing and a curse’. When a person 
foregoes his eyes he gives his entire being to the other side rachmana 
litzlan, and there is no greater curse than this, however, when he 
stops his eyes from seeing something wrong then he is in his own 
domain, then feelings of holiness lead him to his soul’s desires, which 
is the Torah and its mitzvos which are included in blessing. 
There is another hint to this when the Torah states (Bereishis 38:21) 
 ”Where is the “holy one‘ – 'איה הקדשה היא בעינים על הדרך'
[euphemism for woman of ill repute], the one at the crossroads by 
the road?’, it wants to know ‘where is the sanctity’ and how does one 
merit its virtue? He should know that it is dependent on ‘the eyes on 
the road’, that it is dependent on the guarding of his eyes in sanctity 
when he is on the way. 
This is the way HaRav HaKadosh of Rodomsk zy”a expresses it, 
(Tiferes Shlomo Parashas Balak) on the posuk (Bamidbar 22:5) ' כסה

 It has covered the eye of the land’. It is known that the‘ – את עין הארץ'
main sanctity of the person is guarding one’s eyes, meaning sight, as 
it states 'איה הקדשה היא בעינים' – the sanctity is in the eyes. 
Therefore, it requires an extremely superior guarding as it states 
(Bava Basra 2b) ‘visual damage is considered damage’, meaning that 
this causes a flaw in Hashem’s Name. This is the meaning of ‘It has 
covered the eye of the land’ using an expression of ‘covering the 
eyes’, that Balak saw that the Children of Israel were guarding what 
they saw. However, by the wicked Balaam it states (24:4) ' נופל וגלוי

 while fallen and with uncovered eyes’, meaning that this was‘ – עינים'
his downfall, that his eyes were uncovered that he did not guard 
them properly.  
Since the entire essence of a person is dependent on his guarding his 
eyes therefore, it is fitting that it be called ‘Kadosh’ – ‘holy’ for 
through this guarding one has the power to cling to Yisbarach and 
elevate the power of his mitzvos as needed, for once a person is not 
swayed by his Inclination the feelings of sanctity reverberate within 
him, and he is fervent in doing them and through them he is accepted 
by his Creator, for the 248 positive mitzvos correspond to the 248 
limbs and the 365 negative precepts correspond to the 365 sinews, 
and when he does a mitzvah properly, he also improves the sanctity 
of the corresponding limb, until he makes his entire body complete 
with sanctity. And so we see with Rabeinu HaKadosh who was able to 
codify the Mishnayos and other elevations of sanctity just by being 
careful not to look at prohibited places and he did not lower his hand 
below his navel. 
These words teach us the importance of guarding the sanctity of the 
eyes, and this understanding that the Inclination is always plotting to 
make us stumble with this obligates us to be very careful with this 
characteristic, and in particular during the upcoming months of 
Tammuz and Av (summertime), for these months correspond to the 
two eyes as brought down in the holy seforim, and we see that the 
Inclination is strengthened during these months, and Hashem 
Yisbarach should enable us to guard from the flaw of sight, and in this 
merit we should be able to elevate in service and sanctity. 
  


