
 

 

 

 

 

 

Our actions have a Witness… 

Torah says in the weekly portion Tazria that a woman who gave birth must bring a dove as a sin-offering, 
“…she shall take two turtle doves or two young doves… one as a sin offering. And the kohen shall effect 
atonement for her, and she shall become clean” (Tazria 12:8).  Gemara (Nida 31b) relates an opinion of 
Rabbi Shimon that her sin was that during pains of labor she swore not to give birth again.   

Weekly portion Metzora describes the laws related to leprosy, a disease that a person gets as a 
punishment for evil speech.  After the period of purification outside the city, this person also has to bring 
an offering, “…the person to be cleansed shall take two live, clean birds...” (Metzora 14:4).   

It is important to point out that in both cases the sin involved speech.  Let’s try to understand with the 
help of the following story, why the bird was chosen for the sin offering in these cases. 

Ben Ish Chai tells the following story: 

Once there lived a rich Jewish merchant.  One day he hired a couch with a driver and went on a business 
trip.  The way was long, but the weather was nice, and the drive pleasant.   

After several hours, Jewish merchant noticed that the driver went off the main road and was heading 
toward the forest. 

--Hey, where are you going? – He asked the driver. – Have you lost your way? 

--No, honored sir, - replied the driver. – I was told that this is the shortcut. 

--What are you saying? I use this road for many years and I know that there is no shortcut through the 
forest. 

--We’ll see, - laughed the driver out loud and whipped the horses to make them run faster.  Merchant 
wanted to jump off the carriage but realized that it would mean certain death.  Finally the couch stopped 
at the edge of the forest.  Driver jumped off his seat, took out a huge knife and shouted: 

--Here we go.  Give me all your money and say ‘good-bye’ to your life. 

--Think about what you are doing! – exclaimed the Jew. – I will give you all my money, and I will not tell 
anyone what you did.  Let’s part ways in peace. 

--Don’t make a fool out of me, - screamed the driver. – Give me the money and prepare to die! 
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He already raised the knife, when the Jew noticed a bird flying above their heads. 

--Let this bird be the witness, and may G-d judge you. 

With a mad laugh, the driver killed the merchant, buried his body, and went on his way to a different 
city.  In a short time he became very rich, and became one of the trusted advisors of the king.  He 
became so close to the king, and he was invited to eat with the king at the same table. 

One day cook served a delicious bird.  When the former driver saw the dish, he remembered the words 
of the poor Jew and smiled to himself. 

King noticed his smile and sensed that something was the matter. 

--Why did you smile? – He asked his advisor.  

The man got scared and tried to pretend that it was nothing.  However, king insisted. 

--Your Honor doesn’t have to worry.  I just remembered what one Jew said to me before I… But he was a 
Jew, nothing special. 

--What?!!! – exclaimed the king. – You killed a person??!!! You?!!! And you are sitting next to me at the 
same table??!!! 

--But he was just a Jew! – screamed the driver, falling on the ground and pleading mercy. 

--Guards! Hang him! – ordered the king at once. 

Many times it seems that if we do something quietly, and no one hears or sees it, it will remain a secret.  
The promise that a woman gives, or the gossip a person utters doesn’t affect anything material.  
However, in the future they can cause a person great harm, one way or another. 

Torah teaches us that bringing a bird serves as atonement for the sin, as well as a reminder that all our 
actions have a Witness, and that we have to be careful.  Nothing remains hidden, even if we think that 
nobody is observing us. 
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