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Now You Know 
The Torah tells us that if we keep the 
laws of Shemita and its 50th year 

counterpart, Yovel, then we will dwell 
securely on the land. (Vayikra 25:18) 

Not giving the land its due rest every 
seventh yea, and again in the fiftieth 

year is grounds, say the 
commentaries, for being expelled 
from the land. 

R’ Saadya Gaon adds another level to 
the requirement to keep these 
Sabbatical years. It’s not enough, he 
says, to leave the land fallow. More 

than that, one is required “to dwell in 
the land confidently.” 

That is to say, when leaving the land 
fallow, one must be calm and assured 

that HaShem is not leading him to 
ruin, but on the contrary, into 
prosperity, and it is his faith in 

HaShem that will earn him great 
satisfaction and bounty. 

This confidence is shown by not 
farming his land every seven years, 

and underscored by the keeping of 
the 50th year, which includes 
returning land to its previous owners. 

By giving up our connection to the 
physical land, we make room for a 
bountiful harvest powered by our 
spiritual strength. 

Thought of the week: 
We are not human beings 
having a spiritual experience. 
We are spiritual beings having 
a human experience. 

(B-A:HK ARQYW) „.ÊHL TBw JRAH HTBwW ...RMAL YNYS RHB HwM LA ÂH RBDYW‰     
“HaShem spoke to Moshe at Sinai saying…when you come into the land that I 
am giving you, the land shall rest a Sabbath for HaShem.” (Leviticus 25:2) 

This parsha elaborates on the laws of Shemita, the sabbatical year that occurs every seven 
years when the land is to be left fallow and unworked.  Rashi famously quotes the Toras 
Kohanim’s question, “What is the purpose of juxtaposing Shemita and Sinai? ALL the 
mitzvos were given at Sinai.” The answer is that just as all the details of Shemita were 
given at Har Sinai, so, too, were all the details of all the mitzvos given at this time. 

Rashi says that since we don’t find mention of the laws of Shemitta repeated in Devarim at 
Arvos Moav, we may infer that all the laws were said at Mount Sinai. So, too, were all the 
laws of the other mitzvos given at Sinai and only repeated at Arvos Moav. 

That explains how we know the details of Shemita were given at Sinai and that it teaches 
us that the details of all mitzvos were also said at Sinai, and there are no “new” laws after 
that time. But why Shemita? Why not Tefillen, theft, or maybe inheritance laws? 

Perhaps Shemita is a unique mitzvah because it straddles the physical and spiritual 
existence of life on Earth. At the very time HaShem gave us the Torah, the mitzvah given 
prominence relates to working the land. Why? So we understand that we don’t live in two 
worlds, a physical one and a spiritual one, but a single world, in which the physical and 
spiritual are united and interrelated. 

We don’t rest the land because it’s good for the soil. We rest it because that’s what 
HaShem commanded us to do. It is listening to G-d’s mitzvos which is good for the soil. 

Similarly, Parshas Bechukosai says that if we strive to follow the Torah and Mitzvos, then 
HaShem will send the rain in its time and things will grow. The natural world is tied to the 
supernatural one, and effort in one without the other will result in an imbalance. 

We can think of this world as a boat and the Torah and Mitzvos as a rudder. So long as we 
steer the ship according to the guidelines of the Al-mighty, we will move ahead and have a 
successful journey. By investing in our spiritual, we reap the physical, which is only a piece 
of the spiritual anyway, intended to be used the right way. 

Therefore, from the get-go, as soon as the Torah was given, G-d made sure we understood 
that it was not something to be kept up in Heaven and visited occasionally, but rather the 
Torah was meant to be lived in every action we do, completely down-to-earth and part of 
our daily lives. 

The Gemara relates that the daughter of R’ Chanina ben Dosa was crying because she 
accidentally filled the Shabbos lights with vinegar instead of oil. He was nonplused. He 
said, “The G-d who said oil should burn can now say vinegar should burn.” And so it did! 

A printer had an established long-time business in a town in Eretz Yisrael. One day, a young 
fellow opened up a new printing business not too far away. The established printer’s family was 
outraged. “How dare he come in and try to take away the business?!” and tried to force him out. 

The old printer, however, did not do so and he was not upset. Instead, he invited the new 
competitor over and shared with him insights into that community and taught him the tricks of 
the trade. The older man’s family was dumbfounded. 

“Why should I not teach him the business?” he asked. “My livelihood doesn’t come from my 
work, but from HaShem. If this fellow takes half my work, I will still make my destined portion, 
but with less effort. Should I not then gladly teach him what I know?” 
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This week’s issue is dedicated in 

honor of our amazing daughter 

Bracha Devorah Gewirtz 
upon her birthday, 23 Iyar. 

You constantly surprise us with your 

intelligence and insight which is 

surpassed only by your caring and 

generous heart.  

Love, Mommy and Daddy 

Who knows how 

rewarding it will be? 
Print, e-mail, and share Migdal 

Ohr with others. 
  You’ll be glad you did.   

E-mail ‘Subscribe’ to 
info@JewishSpeechWriter.com 


