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"אתהז"ועתה כתבו לכם את השירה   

“And now write for yourself this song” 
I hired a sofer, someone who fears Heaven, a man with a good 
reputation, to write a Torah for me, a beautiful one to fulfill the 
mitzvah of ‘now write for yourself’ (Devorim 31:19) that everyone 
write a sefer Torah for himself. I hired him without knowing where I 
would donate the sefer Torah when he finished writing it. 
When I visited my good friend, I asked him what is written around the 
wooden posts of the sefer and he turned me to his chavrusa [study 
partner] who was sitting in the room bent over his Gemara. The 
chavrusa asked a number of questions and prepared the writing as an 
expert and he returned to his Gemara. 
A week later I attended a chanukas habayis [dedication] for a large 
office and who was the Rav? That chavrusa!!! 
I asked my friend about the chavrusa and what he does, and my friend 
told me that he was a Rav and teacher and an important leader of a 
large congregation. 
Now, I marveled at his simplicity and how he answered every question 
pleasantly and he greeted everyone with a smile. 
Two weeks later I attended a bris and who was the mohel? That 
chavrusa!!! 
After the bris, I went to him for a bracha and he blessed me warmly. I 
could not restrain myself and I asked him what other roles he carries 
on his shoulders?! He smiled and he said he also reads the Torah in the 
Bais Midrash. My friend turned to me and asked if I found a place for 
the sefer Torah and he suggested that I donate it to the Bais Midrash of 
this Rav. The congregation is already large and they do not own a sefer 
Torah. I was amazed that the Rav himself did not ask for it and my 
friend said that this Rav never asks for anything. I was pleased with the 
idea that this Heaven-fearing man would read from my sefer but there 
was a small matter that needed clarification, that is of honoring it and 
not talking during the reading. He explained that there is no talking 
during the reading and if there is talking (usually by an outside guest) 
the Rav stops the reading and waits for patiently for silence and only 
then continues to read. 
Now I knew where I would bring the Torah despite having no 
connection to the congregation at all and there were plenty of places 
that I was connected to and could bring it but once HaKadosh Baruch 
Hu connected me repeatedly with this Rav I understood that Heaven 
was hinting to me to bring the Torah there. 
The congregation celebrated for two weeks since they did not have a 
Torah of their own and could not afford one and now they brought the 
Torah in with much splendor as hundreds of congregants sang and 
rejoiced with the joy of the Torah.                                                     .ד.ד  
 

And I will tell you – לכם ואגידה  
Did you know? Even you are worthy of receiving prophecy 
many times! So states the Vilna Gaon in his commentary on 
Mishlei, for when there were prophets, everyone would go to 
the prophet (navi) to ask and request of him the way to serve 
Hashem, and the navi would then tell him what he needed to 
do to correct his neshama. Today, however, when we have no 
prophet or seer (chozeh), then how does a person know the 
correct way to serve? How does he know how to correct 
himself to the root of his neshama? Therefore, the Gr”a ztvk”l 
responds with a deep novel approach that applies to every 
Jew, that he himself feels something missing in his heart, he 
knows that this is in the category of prophecy, according to 
the feelings in the heart of a person he knows what must be 
corrected in the world. 
Before his passing, Yaakov Avinu called his sons and said, 

לכם את אשר יקרא אתכם באחרית הימים'אגידה 'האספו ו  – 
‘Assemble yourselves and I will tell you what will befall you in 
the End of Days’. Rashi explains that ‘He wished to reveal the 
end to them but the Shechina departed from him, and he 
began to say other things’, a moment before we are troubled 
for the lost revelation, come let us consider what was 
revealed to us, and perhaps this is the very secret of the end 
that our forefather wanted to reveal to us: 
Sometimes a person feels as if the Shechina has left us and we 
are leaving in a time where Hashem is very hidden from us, 
and then what we must do is simply not do anything at all, 
however, Yaakov Avinu teaches us that even if a person feels 
that the Shechina has left us and at the present time he is not 
able to elevate to great levels in spirituality and to attain 
greatness in Torah and Fear of Heaven, even then a person 
should not feel broken from this, rather, he should begin with 
what he is able to, ‘and he began to say other things’, as 
Moreinu v’Rabeinu shlit”a states many times in the name of 
his Rav, HaGaon HaTzaddik Rebbe Binyamin Rabinovitch 
ztvk”l that a person is never exempt from learning Torah and 
if he finds himself in a place where it is difficult to study 
Gemara in depth, then he should learn Gemara in a cursory 
manner, and if this is also difficult for him, then he should 
study mishnayos, or else Midrash and Aggados (stories) of 
Chaza”l, and even if he cannot actually learn, then he should 
think about Torah topics. 
Then, when that feeling that the Shechina has left comes 
back, you should remember that at times like this you are 
worthy of actual prophecy, just think about the feelings that 
you are lacking, and that is all! Exactly this that is sent to you 
from Heaven, this sensation is your prophecy. 

- Tiv HaTorah - Vayechi      
 

 



 

 

תתךישוב יום אחד לפני מ  

Repent one day before your death 

 
ויחי יעקב בארץ מצרים שבע עשרה שנה ויהי ימי שני חייו שבע שנים 

כט(-)מז:כחמות וגו': וארבעים ומאת שנה: ויקרבו ימי ישראל ל  

Yaakov lived in the land of Egypt seventeen years, and the days 
of Yaakov, the years of his life, were one hundred and forty-
seven years. The time approached for Israel to die… (47:28-29) 
We can say that with these posukim the Torah hints as to how 
Yaakov was able to remain righteous while in the land of Egypt 
which was a place of tumaah – impurity and was called ‘the 
abominable land’. The answer is ‘the time approached for Israel 
to die’ that all the years he spent there he kept in mind that the 
day of his death was drawing near, and in the merit of his 
constant reminder of the day of his death he was aroused with 
awe and he held himself back from the pleasures of Egypt.  
Even though this matter was not relevant at all to Yaakov who 
was the choicest of the Forefathers, and not that embedded in 
Egypt that he needed the day of his death to arouse him to awe, 
nevertheless, since the Torah is eternal, there are hints that apply 
to every generation and to every individual in particular, and we 
are well to say that since the Torah comes to teach every person, 
whatever his position, on this matter to arouse awe in a person at 
all times since the Inclination is always standing at the door to his 
heart and arouses him to sin chas v’chalilah, for then he will be 
reminded of the day of death and with this he will strengthen 
himself to stand with strength opposite it without stumbling 
before it. 
A person must constantly keep in mind that his end of days is 
drawing near, and this should be beneficial for him whether in the 
category of ‘turn from bad’ or in the category of ‘do good’. I 
remember that I was once with a group of boys and we were 
being addressed by the chairman of Hanhalas Ha’Eidah 
Hachareidis )הנהלת העדה החרדית( , and he was stimulating us by 
discussing an amazing gift called ‘time’ and it is up to the person 
to be involved with mitzvos as long as Heaven has given him the 
merit. Then he told us that the world is mistaken by thinking that 
a person leaves the world in one day, rather, the truth of the 
matter is that a person begins to leave this world from the day of 
his birth and all through his life on earth, every moment that 
passes is considered as leaving, for this moment will never return 
to him, and we find that if a person does not utilize this moment 
for the service of Hashem Yisbarach we find that he has lost that 
moment forever, and only after the death is complete the person 
loses the neshama from his life. However, the reality is that every 
moment is an eternal world that is lost if the person does not 
utilize it as needed, and when a person remembers this then he 
will surely save every moment as ‘do good’. 
It is related regarding HaRav HaKadosh of Bluzhav zy”a, that on 
the day when one of his children entered the chuppah he would 
tell them a parable in order to arouse them and inform them that 
from now on they were preparing for the day of death. This was 
his parable: One citizen loved his king very much and he always 
yearned to do good for the king. One day he was told that the 
man who was in charge of heating the palace had died and the 
officers of the king were looking for someone to fill his position. 
Immediately, he offered his services for the job and he was 
accepted with honor, and since he very much wanted to benefit 
the king, he performed his job with trustworthiness and alacrity, 
and every day he was meticulous in supplying the right amount of  
   
 

firewood needed to keep the palace comfortable on any given day 
so that it would not be hotter or colder than necessary. 
One day the king realized that the temperature in the palace was 
always perfect and he was curious to find out why this was so, and 
he asked for an explanation. His aides told him that the man who did 
this until now had died and they placed another man in his position 
who held the king in very high regard, and he very much wanted to 
benefit the king, therefore, he did his job faithfully. When the king 
heard this, he wanted to benefit the benefactor, and when the man 
was brought before him the king asked him how he could repay him 
for his service. The man replied, ‘I don’t need anything, however, 
there is something that I would request of the king, that he make a 
hole in the wall that separates my room and the palace and then 
anytime I want I will be able to look through and gaze at the glow of 
the face of the king.’ The king ordered that this be done, and they 
fulfilled his request. 
This man performed his job for several years, and when he realized 
that his strength was leaving him, and because he was afraid that he 
would not be able to carry out his task as previously, he began to 
look for someone who wanted to fill his position, in order to train 
him in how to arrange the firewood perfectly. To his dismay, he 
could not find an appropriate worker, for whomever he found for 
the position pushed him away with both hands saying that they were 
busy with their own affairs and they had no time to carry out this 
task. Upon seeing this, he realized that the public had no 
appreciation for the greatness of the king, and they did not 
appreciate at all the great opportunity that presented itself before 
them. 
However, because of his deep love for the king, he could not fathom 
that there was no one to take his place. When he saw that no one 
felt as he did, he realized that he had no choice but to marry a 
woman and have a son with her, and he would raise him and show 
him the many advantages there are to serve the king, and in this way 
he would arouse in the heart of the boy the strong desire to stand 
and serve before the king. 
With this HaRav HaKadosh of Bluzhav ended his parable, and he 
began to arouse the chassan with the parable by saying: Behold, we, 
the Children of Israel, know and recognize the great merit of 
standing and serving the King of the World and to give satisfaction 
before Him, and to increase the awareness in Israel until we do not 
even want to be paid, only to behold the sweetness of Hashem 
Yisbarach. However, we know that this world is like a stream of 
water, and the day will come and our neshama will rise to the 
Celestial storehouse. It is incumbent on us to look for a replacement 
for us who could fill our position after us, however, there is no 
nation or language that understands the great benefit of this service, 
therefore, every Jew is forced to marry a woman and bear children 
and impart them with understanding about the advantage of the 
service of Hashem Yisbarach, so that they fulfill his appointment 
after him. We find – HaRav HaKadosh concluded – that the purpose 
of marriage is only a preparation for the day of death. 
With these words HaRav HaKadosh wanted to arouse the heart of 
the young one, that he not think that life is still before him, and 
there is still a long way before him, for then he will forget about his 
last day, and the Inclination will find a path into his heart, rather, he 
should understand that his end of days is near, and already at this 
point he must prepare for that day, and when he remembers this the 
awe will always be aroused before his eyes, and he will be involved 
in the battle of the Inclination all his days. 
  
  
 
 


