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A Tzaddik, or righteous person, makes everyone else appear righteous 

before Hashem by advocating for them and finding their merits.
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CHASSIDUS ON THE PARSHA +    

Feelings of Unworthiness 

very word of Rav Levi Yitzchok’s tefillos was uttered with such passion, emotional 
power and sheer volume that it reverberated throughout the shul; nothing was murmured. 

and said the Birchos HaShachar, all the people stopped what they 
were doing, listened intently to every berocha and answered Amen. 

One morning, he said the berochos as usual, his face aflame with passion, his body 
ing. When he reached the berocha of shelo asani goy, that You did not make 

me a gentile, he inexplicably skipped it and went on to the next berocha. 

The congregants looked at one another in puzzlement. This had never happened 
before. What could be the meaning of this? Was he no longer grateful, Heaven forbid, for 

Chassidim mustered the courage to ask Rav Levi Yitzchok for an 

“When I awoke this morning,” Rav Levi Yitzchok told them, “I immediately began to 
. And then I began to contemplate the greatness of 

ein od milevado, that nothing exists except for Him, and that all of 
the reality we perceive is really nothing more than an illusion. It occurred to me that the gulf 

and my insignificant, minuscule being is so vast, infinitely beyond vast, that 
all my service in His honor is beyond inadequate. I felt like the lowliest of the lowliest 
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by advocating for them and finding their merits. 
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“When I awoke this morning,” Rav Levi Yitzchok told them, “I immediately began to 
. And then I began to contemplate the greatness of Hashem. I 

, that nothing exists except for Him, and that all of 
occurred to me that the gulf 

and my insignificant, minuscule being is so vast, infinitely beyond vast, that 
all my service in His honor is beyond inadequate. I felt like the lowliest of the lowliest 
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creatures on the face of the earth. 

“I was so heartbroken over these thoughts that I couldn’t continue with my 
preparations for my tefillos. How could I serve Hashem with joy when my heart was filled 
with sadness? I stopped to examine my deeds and accomplishments, hoping to find some 
encouragement, some ray of light in the darkness that engulfed me, but as I reviewed each 
good deed I had done, each mitzva, I saw it as it truly was, full of flaws and shortcomings. I 
didn’t know what to do. 

“Just then, as I paced back and forth in my agitation, I passed before the window. I 
looked down into the street and saw a non-Jewish gentleman walking by. It immediately 
occurred to me that as lowly and unworthy as I was, my life was infinitely superior to that of 
the gentile. I had Torah. I had mitzvos. I had a covenant with Hashem. I may be a lowly 
creature, but as a member of Klal Yisrael, I have exalted stature, and I am worthy of standing 
before Hashem and davening to Him. 

“These thoughts revived my spirits and brought joy into my heart. And I became so 
excited that I said the berocha of shelo asani goy right then and there. That is why I skipped it 
when I came to shul.” 

n 
Dvar Torah 

When Hashem gave the command to count the Jewish people, He said, “Ki sisa es rosh 
Bnei Yisrael – When you count the heads of the people of Yisrael…” (Shemos 30:12). He then 
added a mysterious word, lifkudeihem, which is usually translated as “for when they are 
counted”. What exactly is this word meant to convey? 

This word, explains Rav Levi Yitzchok, can also be translated as “for their deficiency”; 
it is often used this way in the Torah. The words ki sisa es rosh Bnei Yisrael can also be 
translated as “When you raise up the heads of the people of Yisrael”. If we translate the pasuk 
in this way, we arrive at a very important concept in the service of Hashem. 

When the Tzaddik tries to elevate the people and bring them closer to Hashem, when he 
tries to inspire them to rise in their level of spirituality, he must simultaneously make them 
aware of their deficiencies. He must make them feel inadequate as they stand before Hashem, 
the Master of the Universe, the King of kings, the Eternal, the Infinite. If they have an inflated 
sense of their own importance and worth, how can they possibly connect with Hashem? Only 
when they realize how insignificant they are, only when they grasp how vast is the gulf 
between them and Hashem in His infinite and eternal essence, only then can they begin to 
serve Him properly. Before they can rise spiritually, they must feel dwarfed to the point of 
insignificance by the infinite presence of Hashem. 

nnn 

Translated Kedushas Levi On The Parsha 

 

“The Children of Yisrael shall observe the Shabbos, to make the Shabbos 
an eternal covenant for their generations” (Shemos 31:16). 
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“If the people of Yisrael would observe two Shabbosos… [the 
text of the Gemora actually includes the crucial words “according to 
their laws”], they would immediately be redeemed.” For indeed, 
when a person observes the Shabbos properly, then he acquires 
from this Shabbos energy and abundance that extend over the 
whole week, allowing him to serve Hashem that entire week (Zohar 
HaKodosh, Part 1, 75b), and when a person serves Hashem 
throughout a full week, he finds it easier to observe the following 
Shabbos properly; thus, a person should always conduct himself in 
that manner. By application of this idea, we can answer the question 
that is asked as to why elsewhere (Yerushalmi Ta’anis, Chapter 1, 
Halocha 1) we find the statement “If the people of Yisrael would 
observe one Shabbos…” whereas here we find the same 
statement, but framed in terms of two Shabbosos! The answer is 
that the main thing is to observe one Shabbos, and if one succeeds 
in doing that, then he is able to serve Hashem with a pure heart all 
the next week, which will enable him to readily observe a second 
Shabbos in the proper fashion. But the basic requirement is 

that first Shabbos, which will enable him to observe a second Shabbos easily, and so on 
and so forth. And this is hinted at by our pasuk, where we find “The Children of Yisrael shall 
observe the Shabbos…” – that they should observe one Shabbos. Then the pasuk continues: 
“…to make the Shabbos…” – this refers to the second Shabbos, which he will easily be able 
to observe. And that is the meaning of the more complete expression: “The Children of Yisrael 
shall observe the Shabbos to make the Shabbos…”  

n 

“…In the season of plowing and in the season of harvesting, you shall 
rest” (Shemos 34:21). 
 

The idea is that the Holy One, blessed is He, gives abundance, 
goodness and blessing to the worlds. And it is known [see the Zohar 
HaKodosh, Part 3, 34a] that the Holy One, blessed is He, bestows 
His goodly abundance from the “point of nothingness”, and when 
Elisha asked the woman [the recipient of this berocha was the wife 
of the prophet Ovadia] “…what do you have in the house?” [the 

word for “you” in Elisha’s question is written lamed, chof, yud – when these letters are 
rearranged, they spell kof, lamed, yud – the word kli, meaning “vessel”.] (Melochim II 4:2), 
there is an implied necessity for the existence of a vessel, because the recipient of a miracle 
must prepare a vessel to contain the berocha involved in the miracle. That is, he has to 
prepare the “letters”, and the “letters” are what bring the miracle. The analogy is to planting 
and harvesting; where “planting” is analogous to formulating the “letters”, the human input, 
and “harvesting” is analogous to the abundance that he receives from above. And it is known 
that on Shabbos, the abundance comes from nothingness, and there is no need for someone to 
formulate “letters”, which is hinted at in the pasuk (Devorim 15:18): “And I will bless you in 
whatever you do” – implying that human action is necessary, whereas on Shabbos, there is 
no need to formulate “letters” such as those that correspond to “planting” and “harvesting”, 
for “in the season of plowing and in the season of harvesting, you shall rest”. 

nnn 
 

Kedushas Levi resolves the 
contradiction between “If 
the people of Yisrael would 
observe two Shabbosos 
according to their laws, they 
would immediately be 
redeemed” and the same 
statement, with a reference 
to just one Shabbos! He says 
that the second statement 
focuses on the harder test, to 
observe the first Shabbos 
according to its laws. If a 
Jew would be able to 
observe a single Shabbos 
according to its laws, 
overcoming all the obstacles 
in the path of that deed, he 
would find it much easier to 
observe the second Shabbos. 

 

During the ordinary days of 
the week, a person must 
take action to “formulate 
letters” in order to receive 
berocha from the “point of 
nothingness”. On Shabbos, 
no such action is required. 
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We’ve added some content from Rav Yaacov Haber Shlita with his permission. We hope you enjoy. Editor. 

Torah Perspectives on the Parsha by Rav Yaakov Haber – www.torahlab.org 

Midlife Crisis? 

If you’re stuck, you cannot be a leader of the Jewish people. If you’re stuck, you cannot 
be a novi (prophet). If you’re stuck, you cannot be a Torah scholar. 

There were at least two million Jews traveling together with Moshe in the desert. 

Amongst them were relatives of Moshe, Kohanim and elders. Yet, almost from 
nowhere, rose a protégé of Moshe called Yehoshua. Yehoshua was at Moshe’s side at all times. 
He led Moshe’s war against Amolek, he never left Moshe’s tent, and he listened in on the most 
important conversations in history – the conversations between Moshe and Hashem. 

What set Yehoshua apart from the rest of the Jewish people? He wasn’t family, he 
wasn’t royalty and he wasn’t aristocracy. The answer is in the words of the pasuk: “Yehoshua 
bin Nun, the child, never left Moshe’s tent”. The child! At the time of this episode, Yehoshua 
was fifty-seven years old, yet the Torah refers to him as a child! 

The difference between a child and an adult is that a child has his whole life before him. 
He has to become something, he has to grow, he has to accomplish and he has to reach a goal. 
A child may trip but he jumps right up and tries again. A child is open to new ideas and is 
willing to consider almost anything. 

When childhood is over we feel completed and accomplished. At fifty-seven years old 
we should just be getting over our mid-life crisis – that last shot at fulfilling our dreams. After 
that, we are what we are. We become stuck. If you’re stuck, you cannot be a leader of the 
Jewish people. If you’re stuck, you cannot be a novi. If you’re stuck, you cannot be a Torah 
scholar. When a person stops growing, the main purpose of life has ended. 

When Yirmiyohu wanted to explain why he was privileged to hear the word of Hashem 
he explained, “Ki na’ar anochi – because I am only a child” (Yirmiyohu 1:6), even though he 
was in the twilight of his life. When Hoshe’a wanted to explain why Hashem has a special 
affinity for the Jewish people, he explained, “Ki na’ar Yisrael vo’ohaveihu – for Yisrael is a 
child, and I love him” (Hoshe’a 11:1). The Jewish people stayed young. 

Yehoshua was fifty-seven years old but he was a child. He was open to new ideas and 
his mind was fresh. He had the benefit of years but was not weighed down by them. He wasn’t 
stuck! He was not set in his ways – and from all of Yisrael he was qualified to be Moshe 
Rabbeinu’s successor. 

A number of years ago I had the great opportunity to meet and seek advice from the 
Ponevezh Rosh Yeshiva, Rav Eliezer Shach, in Bnei Brak. At the time he was about a hundred 
years old. In order to advise me better, he asked me many questions. He wanted to know 
where I had learned, where I had lived, what techniques I use in outreach, where my children 
go to school and much more. He then asked me which sefer I had in my hand. (I had brought 
a sefer to read in the taxi from Yerushalayim to Bnei Brak). I told him it was a Tzidkas 
HaTzaddik, the primary text of Rav Tzodok HaKohen. The Rav told me he was personally 
unfamiliar with the writings of Rav Tzodok and asked me to share something with him. At 
that point I excitedly began telling Rav Shach an interpretation of Rav Tzodok on the fifth 
page of Maseches Berochos. Two minutes into my d’var Torah, the elder of the generation 
took my hand and looked at me with his very aged and saintly eyes and told me to stop. With 
tears in his eyes he commented that what he was hearing was different from what he had been 
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learning for the last ninety years. He just didn’t have the strength for anything new. This was a 
powerful experience. He did not cry over his dimming eyesight and frail health but rather 
because he did not have the strength at the age of a hundred to do something new. 

We always talk about what we have to give to our youth. Let’s discuss, for a change, 
what we can learn from them. 

We must always be willing to expand. Open a book that you don’t usually open. Go to a 
shiur that you don’t usually go to. Stay current with Yiddishkeit. As a people, we are always 
growing and always expanding. Without new ideas there would be no Bais Yaakov, there 
would be no Chassidim, children wouldn’t sing Anim Zmiros and there would be no ArtScroll. 

We can always object to change but the objection should never be that we didn’t do it 
that way before. 

Shlomo HaMelech said, “Educate a child when he is young and even when he becomes 
old it will not leave him” (Mishlei 22:6). Rav Yisrael Salanter explained this to mean that even 
as the child ages, the beautiful enthusiasm of youth will forever continue. 

� � � � � � � 

 

What Is An Ayin Hora? 

Hashem instructs Moshe that when he takes the census of Bnei Yisrael, they must be 
numbered indirectly: every man will give half a shekel, and the money thus collected will be 
counted. This is so that no plague will break out among them (Shemos 30: 11–13). 

Rashi explains that the plague would come from the ayin hora (evil eye), which would 
result from a direct count of Bnei Yisrael. 

In general, we are supposed to avoid counting things publicly, to avoid the ayin hora in 
counting our wealth, for example, or in counting a minyan. 

Here, however, this rule seems puzzling. If the ayin hora results from some evil spirit, 
why should the Jews be worried about it in this case? Hashem is the ultimate power in the 
universe, it is He who commanded the census in the first place, and He could (presumably) 
stop any such evil spirit if He wanted to! 

I heard in the name of the Maharal an extremely simple explanation of the idea of the 
ayin hora. Every tefilla to Hashem must be answered (although it may not be in the way we 
intend), whether the tefilla is formal, spontaneous, a tefilla of your neshoma or even 
unconscious. 

Now suppose someone shows off his good fortune to us. Although we may not wish him 
any harm – and might even be shocked at such a suggestion – we may find ourselves thinking, 
in spite of ourselves, “Why should he have such a good income, or such a nice car, while I’m 
struggling to stay afloat? He is, after all, no better than I am!” That thought may count as an 
unconscious tefilla against this person’s success, which will be answered, in one way or 
another! 

There are only two situations in which there is no such danger: the reaction of a father 
to his child’s success, and that of a Rebbe to his talmid’s progress. Only in these two cases, the 
reaction is one of unalloyed pleasure. In all other cases of being confronted with someone’s 
success, there may be a component of resentment or envy, leading to the ayin hora. 

The Talmud also makes the point that the most successful people are those who deal in 
small items, like jewelry, which can be hidden, and need not be displayed prominently so as to 
arouse envy.  
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Even when Moshe was to go up Har Sinai after the incident of the Eigel HaZohov 
(Golden Calf), to receive the Aseres HaDibros (Ten Commandments) a second time, he is 
commanded to go alone: “No man shall go up with you” (34:3). Rashi explains: The first 
tablets were given amidst tumult and thundering and assemblies, which resulted in the ayin 
hora from the nations of the world! So this time it was going to be a much more low-keyed 
affair. As Rashi says: “There is nothing more beautiful than modesty”. 

The power of tefilla! If all tefillos must be answered, even ignoble tefillos, how much 
more will tefillos be answered which are in accordance with Hashem’s wishes – tefillos for the 
welfare of others, or for our own spiritual growth. 

� � � � � � � 

  הילולא

The anniversary of the petira of a Tzaddik is known as a Hilula, which means “A Day of Joy”. 

One of the tools that Kabbola teaches is to connect to a Tzaddik (righteous person). The 
method to connect to a Tzaddik is to adopt the following ritual: 

1) Learn the anniversary of his petira or, if this information is not available, the days of Erev 
Rosh Chodesh, Rosh Chodesh and the fifteenth day of the Hebrew month can be utilized for a 
connection. 

2) Light a twenty-five-hour candle in his or her honor. There is no specific berocha. Some say 
the following: This candle is being lit in the merit of ______________. 

Others say that it is the custom within Klal Yisrael to light a yahrzeit candle on the day that a 
relative or a Tzaddik has passed away. The lighting has no accompanying blessing, and people would 
like to express themselves in a tefilla when lighting the candle. This is not only true on a yahrzeit but 
on every Yom Tov as well. 

The author of the Pele Yo’etz, Rav Eliezer Papo (1785–1828), did in fact compose such a tefilla. 
Rav Papo was the Rav of the city of Selestria in Bulgaria. Bulgaria was a part of the Ottoman Empire at 
the time. The tefilla of the Pele Yo’etz is reproduced and translated below, as a public service. 

Hebrew Tefilla for Lighting a Yahrzeit or Hilula Candle 

�ֵ _______ יק ִד צַ הַ / י ִת ָר י מוֹ ִמ ִא / י בִ ת �מַ ְ� י נִ יל�עִ לְ ת �חַ נ�ְמ ה לִ ר זֶ יק נֵ לִ ְד י מַ ינִ ֵר הַ �/ ַ�ת 
ד כבד מוֹ א עָ צֵ יֵ ת וַ ַ� ָר ל &ָ ' עַ עֵ א יוֹ לֶ &ֶ ל הַ עַ �ַ � ִמ גֵ מָ $ הַ לֶ ר אֶ פֶ סֵ ת �ַ "צַ ְמ נִ ה הַ ילָ פִ ְ  _____ __
 ַהטוֹב ַמֲע0ֶה ָ/ל �ְבָרצוֹ� ְ�ַרֲחִמי. ֶ�ְ ַקֵ�ל, ֲאבוֵֹתינ� ֵוא+ֵהי ֶא+ֵקינ� ‘ה י(נֶ פָ לְ � ִמ צוֹ י ָר ִה יְ 

י יל�עִ לְ ת �חַ נ�ְמ לְ ת �כ�זְ ל לִ /ֹ ה הַ יֶ ְה יִ ה וְ ְ�ַמֲע0ֶ  ֵ�י�, ְ�ִדי��ר ֵ�י�, ַחָ�ָבהְ�מַ  ֵ�י�, עו0ֶֹה ֶ�"ִני
י ִה יְ . _______יק ִד צַ / י ִמ ִא / י בִ ל �ה ֶ� מָ ָ� נְ � חַ ר� �פֶ נֶ ט לְ ָר פְ �ִ �, לאֵ ָר 0ְ יִ  (ְמ ת עַ מוֹ ָ� נְ לִ 
 .י.יִ חַ ר הַ רוֹ צְ ת �ִ רוֹ ר�. צְ יהֶ תֵ וֹ�פְ ה נַ נָ יֶ ְה ִ  � ֶ� צוֹ ָר 

Translation: 

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul of my father/my 
mother/the Tzaddik _______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 
before you, Hashem, our G-d and the G-d of our forefathers, that all my good deeds whether 
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a resting and an elevation of the souls of 
your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the Tzaddik 
_____. May it be Your will that their souls be bound in the bond of life. 

3) Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings. 

4) Study some of his teaching or writings.                        See more at: www.yeshshem.com/hilulah.htm 
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Y GEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSER
YAHRZEITS FOR WEEK 

http://www.chinuch.org/gedolim_yahrtzeits/

Biographical information and yahrzeits 

� 18th of Adar I ~ Begins Friday Night

� Rav Alexander Ziskind, born in Brzhen, but lived most of his life in Horodna (Grodno, 

Belarus), Lithuania, the product of the teachi

He authored the mussar work 

behave every hour of the day and 

commentary on the Zohar, (5460

� Rav Chanoch Henoch HaKohen

Simcha Bunim of Peshis’cha, Rav Menachem Mendel of Kotzk and the 

(5630/1870 – Adar II); 

� Rav Nachum Mordechai Friedman

� Rav Yechezkel Levenstein, mashgiach

Osminer Chassidim, he lost his mother at age five. At thirteen, he joined the 

Early in life, he moved to Radin to learn w

Rav Yeruchom Levovitz, who was a 

where he was fortunate to enjoy the close attention of Rav Tzvi Hirsch Broide (son

the Alter), at whose table he ate his 

as mashgiach, the Mirrer Yeshiva

then to Vilna. Rav Chatzkel, who was then learning in Mir, was asked by the 

Eliezer Yehuda Finkel, to supervise the 

returned. Rav Chatzkel was approached by Rav Aharon Kotler, who headed 

in Kletsk, to come and serve as 

1935, he moved to Eretz Yisrael to serve as 

which was headed by Rav Reuven Katz, but he moved back to serve as 

the petira of Rav Yeruchom. After two years in America, he serv

Eretz Yisrael, then, upon the passing of Rav Dessler, at Ponevezh, (5734/1974);

� Rav Moshe Weber, (1914–2000) would go to the Western Wall from his home in Mea 

She’orim nearly every day to daven

enormous sums of tzedoka to the city’s poor. The Lubavitcher 

one of the holiest and kindest people in the world. He published several volumes of 

insights in Yorim Moshe. There is an ongoi

called Shemu Us’chi Nafshechem

� Rav Yitzchok Shlomo Zilberman

� 19th of Adar I ~ Begins Mot

� Rav Dovid of Dinov, father of Rav Tzvi Elimelech Shapira. Rav Dovid was the 

Tzemach Dovid and the son of Rav Tzvi Elimelech, the 

� Rav Meir Yechiel Haldshtok, founder of the court of Ostrovtze, (1851

Elimelech of Grodzinsk, a scion of the Kozhnitzer dynasty. Ostrovtze was one of two courts in 

Poland known for their Yeshivos

Yechiel’s intricate sermons, which drew heavily on 
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YAHRZEITS FOR WEEK FOLLOWING PARSHAS KI SISA
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Biographical information and yahrzeits compiled by Reb Manny Saltiel and www.anshe.org

Friday Night (Feb 26th) 

, born in Brzhen, but lived most of his life in Horodna (Grodno, 

Belarus), Lithuania, the product of the teaching of Rav Aryeh Leib Epstein, 

He authored the mussar work Yesod V’shoresh Ha’avoda, which teaches how one should 

behave every hour of the day and kavonos for tefillos and mitvos, as well as 

, (5460–5554/1700–1794 – Adar II); 

HaKohen, (1798–1870), Alexander Rebbe. He was a 

Simcha Bunim of Peshis’cha, Rav Menachem Mendel of Kotzk and the Chiddushei

Rav Nachum Mordechai Friedman, Tchortkover Rebbe, (5706/1946 – Adar

mashgiach of Ponevezh, (1885–1974). Born in Warsaw in 1896 to 

, he lost his mother at age five. At thirteen, he joined the 

Early in life, he moved to Radin to learn with the Chofetz Chaim. There, he met the 

Rav Yeruchom Levovitz, who was a talmid of the Alter of Kelm. He then learned in Kelm, 

where he was fortunate to enjoy the close attention of Rav Tzvi Hirsch Broide (son

le he ate his Shabbos meals. In 1919, while Rav Yeruchom was serving 

Yeshiva was exiled from its hometown of Mir, Poland, into Russia and 

then to Vilna. Rav Chatzkel, who was then learning in Mir, was asked by the 

Eliezer Yehuda Finkel, to supervise the Yeshiva’s spiritual welfare until Rav Yeruchom 

returned. Rav Chatzkel was approached by Rav Aharon Kotler, who headed 

in Kletsk, to come and serve as mashgiach ruchani in his Yeshiva. Rav Chatzkel

Yisrael to serve as mashgiach of Yeshivas Lomza

which was headed by Rav Reuven Katz, but he moved back to serve as mashgiach
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2000) would go to the Western Wall from his home in Mea 

daven and to help visitors lay tefillin. Less publicly, he distributed 

to the city’s poor. The Lubavitcher Rebbe said of him that he was 

one of the holiest and kindest people in the world. He published several volumes of 

. There is an ongoing periodical of his teachings distributed weekly 

Shemu Us’chi Nafshechem, which also offers for sale his audio recordings, (5760/2000);
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, founder of the court of Ostrovtze, (1851–1928), a 

limelech of Grodzinsk, a scion of the Kozhnitzer dynasty. Ostrovtze was one of two courts in 

Yeshivos and high level of learning; the other was Sochatchov. Rav Meir 
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“Ostgrovotze pshetlach”. They have been collected in Meir Einei Chachomim, and his 

teachings on Bereishis in Ohr Torah, (5688/1928); 

� Rav Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld, Av Bais Din and Rav of Yerushalayim before the State of Israel 

was established, (5608–5692/1848–1932 – Adar II); 

� Rav Yehuda Greenwald, Av Bais Din of Satmar, mechaber of Shevet MiYehuda, (5680/1920); 

� Rav Shmuel Engel, (1853–1935). Born in Tarno, Galicia, he was Rav of Radomishla 

(Radimishla) from 1888. Authored Sheilos Uteshuvos Maharash, (5695/1935); 

� Rav Yitzchok Kalisch, Amshinover Rebbe, New York. Son of Rav Yosef Kalisch of Amshinov, 

grandson of Rav Menachem Kalisch of Amshinov, (5753/1993); 

� Rav Yaakov Chaim Jofen (Yaffen), Rosh Yeshiva of Bais Yosef and the son of Rav Avrohom 

Jofen, the son-in-law of the Alter of Novardok. Following his bar mitzva he studied at 

Baranovich for one year under Rav Dovid Rapaport, and then for a year under Rav Elchonon 

Wasserman. During these two years he lived with his uncle, the mashgiach, Rav Yisrael Yaakov 

Lubchansky. Later he returned to Bialystok to study under his father at Yeshivas Bais Yosef. In 

1941, he arrived in the U.S. with his father. He began giving shiurim that year at Yeshivas Bais 

Yosef, and continued to do so for the next sixty years, (5677–5763/1917–2003 – Adar II). 

�  20th of Adar I ~ Begins Sunday Night (Feb 28th) 

� Rav Yoel Sirkis of Cracow, the Bach, (1561–1641), mechaber of Bayis Chodosh on the Tur, in 

which he traces each law to its source in the Gemora. In his youth, he studied under Rav 

Shlomo Leibush of Lublin and Rav Meshulom Feivush in Brisk. He had several rabbinic 

appointments throughout Poland, lastly as chief Rav of Cracow in 1619. He was the teacher and 

father-in-law of Rav Dovid HaLevi, the Taz, (5401/1641); 

� Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach, (1910–1995), born in the Sha’arei Chessed neighborhood of 

Yerushalayim to Rav Chaim Yehuda Leib Auerbach, mechaber of Chacham Lev and Rosh 

Yeshiva of Shaar HaShomayim. Rav Shlomo Zalman learned at Etz Chaim Yeshiva. He married 

Chaya Rivka Ruchamkin on Erev Purim 1930. During the following nineteen years he wrote 

Meorei Eish on the laws of electricity, Ma’adanei Ha’aretz on laws regarding agriculture in 

Eretz Yisrael and a commentary on Shev Shma’atsa. In 1949, he left Eitz Chaim to succeed Rav 

Yechiel Schlesinger as Rosh Yeshiva of Kol Torah Yeshiva in the Rechavia section of 

Yerushalayim. He was the mechaber of Minchas Shlomo. His brother-in-law was Rav Sholom 

Schwadron. His piskei halocha on Shabbos are found throughout the sefer Shmiras Shabbos 

Kehilchosa, written by his talmid, Rav Yehoshua Neuwirth, (5755/1995); 

� Rav Refoel Blum, the Kashau Rav, who replanted his Chassidic community from Europe to 

Bedford Hills in Westchester County, New York, (5670–5765/1910–2005). 

� Rav Itzele Ponevezher, Rosh Yeshiva in Slabodka and Ponevezh, (5679/1919); 

� 21st of Adar I ~ Begins Monday Night (Feb 29th) 

� Rav Meir Schiff HaKohen, the Maharam Schiff. Born in Frankfurt am Main, he became Rav 

of the nearby town of Fulda at the age of seventeen. His chiddushim on the Talmud are terse, 

incisive and profound. Soon after being appointed Rav of Prague, he was niftar at the age of 

thirty-six and was buried in Frankfurt, (5401/1641); 

� Rav Elimelech of Lizhensk, mechaber of Noam Elimelech, (1717–1787). Learned under the 

Maggid of Mezritch. Among his talmidim were Rav Avrohom Yehoshua Heshel of Apta, the 

Chozeh of Lublin, the Maggid of Kozhnitz, and Rav Menachem Mendel of Rimanov, 

(5547/1787); 

� Rav Yitzchok Elchonon Spector, Rav of Kovno (1817–1896), lived in Kovno 1866–1896, the 
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third son of Rav Yisrael Isser ben Elchonon, the Rav of the Lithuanian town of Roush, located 

in the Grodno district. After he married (Sora Raizel), he moved to Volkovisk, where his father-

in-law comfortably supported him. The Rav in Volkovisk at that time was Rav Binyomin 

Diskin. A great luminary himself, he was also famous for his illustrious son, Rav Yoshua Leib 

Diskin, the Rav of Brisk, who later moved to Eretz Yisrael. Rav Binyomin Diskin was so 

impressed with Yitzchok Elchonon that he set up a special chavrusa to study with him Choshen 

Mishpot two hours a day. In 1837, when he was twenty years old, he accepted the offer to 

become Rav of the small village of Zebelen, and then became Rav in Baraze in 1839. He 

became Rav of Novardok in 1851 and Rav of Kovno in 1864. He held the position in Kovno for 

thirty-two years. He authored Be’er Yitzchok and Ein Yitzchok (both teshuvos) and Nachal 

Yitzchok on Choshen Mishpot, (5656/1896); 

� Rav Shlomo Yosef Zevin, editor of the Talmudical Encyclopedia, (5736/1978); 

� Rav Yitzchok Horowitz of Stetchin, (1862–1940). His father was a direct descendant of Rav 

Naftoli Tzvi of Ropshitz, and his uncle was the Imrei Noam of Dzikov. Rav Yitzchok was 

succeeded by his son Rav Yehuda, who moved to New York before passing away in 1982, 

(5700/1940); 

� Tchaba Rav of London, (5749/1989); 

� Mr. Avrohom Dov Kohn, principal of Gateshead Seminary, (5748/1988); 

� Rav Doniel Schur, a strong presence in Cleveland’s Jewish community as a Rav, mohel and 

educator. He was appointed Rav of Bais Medrash HaGodol-Heights Jewish Center, 

(5766/2006). 

�  22nd of Adar I ~ Begins Tuesday Night (Mar 1st) 

� Rav Yaakov of Novominsk, father of Rav Yehuda Aryeh Perlow of Vlodova (1878–1961) and 

Rav Alter Yisrael Shimon Perlow of Novominsk, (5662/1902); 

� Rav Yechiel Michel HaLevi Epstein (1829–1908). Born in Bobroysk, mechaber of the Aruch 

HaShulchon, Rav of Novardok for thirty-four years, father of Rav Boruch HaLevi Epstein 

(mechaber of Torah Temima) and grandfather of Rav Meir Bar-Ilan, with whom he learned in 

Novardok, (5668/1908 – Adar II); 

� Rav Eliezer Dovid of Radoshitz, (5687/1927); 

� Rav Avrohom Dov Ber Kahana-Shapiro, chief Rav of Kovno before and during World War II 

(1870–1943). Born in Kobrin on Yom Kippur, his father, Shlomo Zalman, was a descendant of 

Rav Chaim Volozhiner. Rav Avrohom attended the Volozhin Yeshiva. He was president of the 

Agudas HoRabbonim of Lithuania and came to America in March 1924 with Rav Kook and 

Rav Moshe Mordechai Epstein, to collect funds for Torah institutions in Eretz Yisrael and 

Europe. His piskei halocha can be found in the sefer D’var Avrohom, (5703/1943); 

� Rav Reuven Grozovsky, Rosh Yeshiva of Kamenitz and Torah Voda’as, (1896–1958), 

successor of Rav Boruch Ber Leibowitz at Kaminetz. When Rav Reuven was a young man 

studying in the Slobodka Yeshiva, his father, the Dayan of Minsk, passed away. His colleagues 

at Slobodka included Rav Yaakov Yitzchok HaLevi Ruderman, Rav Yaakov Kaminetsky, Rav 

Aharon Kotler and Rav Yitzchok Hutner, (5718/1958); 

� Rav Yisrael Moshe Dushinsky, (1921–2003). Born in Chust, Hungary, to Rav Yosef Tzvi 

Dushinsky, Rav of Chust (later to become Rav and Av Bais Din of the Eida Chareidis of 

Yerushalayim), he was his father’s first son, born when his father was fifty years old. After 

many years and many berochos, Rav Yosef Tzvi received a berocha from Rav Yechezkel 

Shraga of Shinava, who also gave him his sefer, Ayala Shelucha, printed in memory of the 
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Shinava Rav’s son, Naftoli, who was niftar on the 21st of Kislev, 1864. The following year, on 

the exact date of Rav Naftoli’s yahrzeit, Yisrael Moshe was born. His middle name was in 

honor of his great uncle, the Maharam Shick. The family moved to Eretz Yisrael in Adar of 

1930, one month before the petira of Rav Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld. He was married to the 

daughter of Rav Dovid Yehoshua Gross, Rosh HaKohol of the Satmar Kehilla, in 1945. On 

Erev Sukkos of 1949, his father was niftar, and the twenty-seven-year-old Rav Yisrael Moshe 

was appointed Rosh Yeshiva of Dushinsky. In 1969, he was inducted as a member of the Eida 

Chareidis. He became S’gan Bais Din after the Satmar Rebbe’s petira and the Av Bais Din in 

1996, (5763/2003 – Adar II); 

� Rav Yeshaya Shimonowitz, Rosh Yeshiva Rav Yaakov Yosef, (5758/1998). 

� 23rd of Adar I ~ Begins Wednesday Night (Mar 2nd) 

� Rav Chaim Cheikel (Chaikel) of Amdur (Indura). Born to Rav Shmuel in Karlin, he was a 

talmid of the Vilna Gaon, and later became a talmid of Rav Dov Ber, the Maggid of Mezritch. 

Rav Chaim became one of the first Chassidic Admorim in 1772–73. He authored Chaim 

Vochesed. Amdur is about twenty-five miles south of Grodno (Horodno). Amdur and Grodno 

are located in the northwest corner of what is now the independent country of Belarus, close to 

the Lithuanian and Polish borders. During the Cossack revolt of 1648 against Polish 

landowners and gentry, over 100,000 Jews, mostly in Ukraine and southern Belarus, were 

murdered. However, the marauders did not advance north to the Grodno region. Jews 

comprised 80 percent of the population in Grodno at that time. Rav Chaim’s daughter married 

Moshe, the brother of Aharon, founder of Karlin Chassidus. Rav Chaim was succeeded by his 

son, Rav Shmuel of Amdur, (5547/1787); 

� Rav Yitzchok Yaakov Rabinowitz of Biala (Divrei Bina), youngest son of Rebbe Nathan 

Dovid, son-in-law of Rebbe Yehoshua of Ostrovoh (the Toldos Odom), and great-grandson of 

Yaakov Yitzchok Rabinowitz, the Yid HaKodosh of Peshis’cha, (5665/1905 – Adar II); 

� Rav Refoel Shapiro, the Toras Refoel, Rosh Yeshiva Volozhin, (1837–1921). After the Volozhin 

Yeshiva was closed down in 1892 by order of the Russian government, he reopened it, on a 

smaller scale, in 1899. He was a son-in-law of the Netziv and the father-in-law of Rav Chaim 

Soloveitchik of Brisk, (5681/1921 – Adar II); 

� Rav Michel Dovid Rozovsky, (1869–1935). Born in Svarjen, near Stoibetz, he learned in Mir 

and Volozhin. After his marriage, he was appointed Rav in Grodna, in which capacity he 

remained for forty years. He was the father of three sons: Rav Yehoshua Heschel, who served 

as Rav in Grodna, until he was murdered by the Nazis; Rav Yosef, who served as Rosh Yeshiva 

of Ohr Yisrael in Petach Tikva; and Rav Shmuel, who would become Rosh Yeshiva in Ponevezh 

in Bnei Brak, (5695/1935); 

� Rav Yitzchok Meir Alter of Ger (Chiddushei HaRim), (1799–1866). The founder of the Gerrer 

dynasty and the grandfather of the Sfas Emes, Rav Yitzchok Meir was able to trace his lineage 

back to Rav Meir ben Boruch (the Maharam) of Rottenberg (1215–1293). His mother, Chaya 

Sora, was orphaned early in life and was raised by her relative, the Kozhnitzer Maggid. The 

Maggid had a great influence on Yitzchok Meir during the latter’s early years. As he grew, he 

became a talmid of Rav Simcha Bunim of Peshis’cha and then Rav Menachem Mendel of 

Kotzk. At the insistence of the Chassidim, the Chiddushei HaRim became leader after the death 

of the Kotzker. At the first Chassidic gathering over which he presided, he declared, “Rav 

Simcha Bunem led with love, and Rav Menachem Mendel with fear. I will lead with Torah!” 

He had thirteen children and outlived them all, a tremendous personal tragedy. Yet, he accepted 
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it all with love, (5626/1866); 

� Rav Shlomo Zefrani, born in Aram Soba (Aleppo). He became a close talmid of Rav Ezra 

Sha’in. Together with Rav Moshe Tawil, he founded the Degel HaTorah Yeshiva. His 

community supported him as well as the Yeshiva. At the age of sixty-eight, he moved to Eretz 

Yisrael and settled in Tel Aviv. He lived there for nine years, until his petira, (5730/1970); 

� Rav Yehuda Moshe Danziger (Danzcyger), Alexandria Rebbe of Bnei Brak (Emunas Moshe), 

(5733/1973); 

� Rav Yisrael Grossman, (1922–2007). Born in the old city of Yerushalayim, Rav Yisrael 

studied at the Yeshiva of Rav Yosef Tzvi Dushinsky, where he learned Maseches Kiddushin 

thirty times. He later learned at Yeshiva Kaminetz. After Rav Boruch Shimon Schneerson 

became Rosh Yeshiva in Tchebin, Rav Yisrael replaced him as Rosh Yeshiva in Yeshiva Chabad, 

where he remained for thirty years. He also served as a Dayan for the Bais Din of Agudas 

Yisrael for over forty years and later opened a Bais Din for monetary laws with Rav Betzalel 

Zolti and helped found Mifal Hashas. He was also very involved with Chinuch Atzmai, 

(5767/2007). 

�  24th of Adar I ~ Begins Thursday Night (Mar 3rd) 

� Rav Yitzchok Eizik Margulies of Prague, (5285/1525); 

� Rav Chaim Algazi of Kushta, mechaber of Nesivos HaMishpot, talmid of Rav Shlomo Algazi, 

Rav of Rhodes. [Dr. Fred Rosner cites Rav Chaim Yitzchok Algazi in Responsa Derech Eitz 

Chaim]; 

� Rav Eliyohu HaKohen Ha’Itamari of Izmir, mechaber of Shevet Mussar (according to some 

– 22nd of Adar) (1650–1729). He was the son of Rav Shlomo HaKohen Ha’Itamari, whose 

lineage apparently dates back to Itamar, the son of Aharon HaKohen. In his book, Ve’lo Od Ela, 

Rav Eliyohu describes the earthquake that shook Izmir on a Shabbos in 1688, and the many 

miracles that occurred to the Jews of the city. All of the shuls and Botei Medrash in the city 

remained intact, while the Moslem mosques all collapsed. An hour after the earthquake, a huge 

fire burst forth and spread throughout the city, destroying what remained of it. However, the fire 

ceased at the Jewish Quarter, and did not penetrate it. His other works included Me’il Tzedoka 

on the importance of giving tzedoka; Medrash Talpiyot; Yado BaKol; Medrash Eliyohu; 

Aggodas Eliyohu, a two-volume commentary on the aggodos of the Talmud Yerushalmi; Chut 

Shel Chessed on the Chumash; and Dana Peshara, on Shir HaShirim, Rus and Esther – almost 

forty seforim in all, (5489/1729); 

� Rav Betzalel Yair Danziger of Lodz, (5521/1761); 

� Rav Binyomin Diskin of Horodna and Vilna, (5604/1844); 

� Rav Yitzchok Meyer of Alesk, (1829–1904). Born in Belz to Rav Chanoch Heinech of Alesk, 

mechaber of Lev Somei’ach, and Rebbetzin Freide, daughter of the Sar Sholom of Belz. After 

learning with his maternal grandfather, he became a Chassid of Rav Yisrael of Ruzhin, and later 

of his son, Rav Dovid Moshe of Chortkov. With his father’s petira in 1884, Rav Yitzchok 

became Rav in Alesk. He had one daughter, and his son-in-law succeeded him, (5664/1904); 

� Rav Shlomo Elyoshiv, mechaber of Leshem Shevo Ve’achlama, (5686/1926); 

� Rav Yitzchok of Stutchin, (5700/1940); 

� Rav Chaim Osher of Radoshitz, (5701/1941); 

� Rav Yehoshua Menachem Ehrenberg, (1904–1976). Born in Kemesce, Hungary. In 1921, he 

moved to Tarnow to learn in the Yeshiva of Rav Meir Arik. Living in Cracow, Rav Ehrenberg 

published his first sefer, Roshei Besomim on the Roke’ach, in 1937. During World War II, he 
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was interned in the Cracow ghetto. He was included in the “Kastner train”, escaping to 

Switzerland. In 1945, he moved to Yerushalayim. In November of 1947, he heeded the request 

of Rav Herzog to be the chief Rav of the internment camp on Cyprus; he stayed until the camp 

was entirely dismantled and came back to Eretz Yisrael on the last ship. He was then appointed 

Av Bais Din in Yaffo. When Yaffo was joined to Tel Aviv, he served as a specialist on Gittin, 

and was widely regarded as the foremost posek in this area. He wrote the sefer Teshuvos Dvar 

Yehoshua, (5736/1976 – Adar II); 

� Rav Gad (God’l) Eisner. Taught at the Talmud Torah of Rav Gershon Eliyohu Liz in Lodz 

before World War II, and for many years was maggid shiur and mashgiach ruchani at Yeshiva 

Chiddushei HaRim in Tel Aviv, (5745/1985).
 

Y GEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEM Z    

 STORIES & ANECDOTES 

Rav Yosef Chaim SonnenfeldRav Yosef Chaim SonnenfeldRav Yosef Chaim SonnenfeldRav Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld,,,,    11119999thththth    of of of of Adar IAdar IAdar IAdar I    

Av Bais Din and Rav of Yerushalayim 

Before the modern Zionist 
movement began at the end of the 
nineteenth century, there was already a 
Jewish community living in Eretz Yisrael, 
which was committed to the Torah path. 
This spiritual community later became 
known as the Yishuv HaYoshon – the Old 
Settlement. Part of the Yishuv 
HaYoshon had been living in the Land for 
many centuries. This ancient community 
was reinforced by the followers of the Ba’al 
Shem Tov and the Vilna Gaon who came to 
the Land in the late eighteenth and early 
nineteenth centuries. The majority of the 
members of this community lived in cities 
such as Yerushalayim, Teverya and Tzefas; 
moreover, in Yerushalayim – during the 
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries – 
they began to build new Jewish 
neighborhoods outside the walls of the Old 
City. During this period, they also began to 
establish agricultural settlements, where 
people could work the Holy Land in the 
holistic spirit of the Torah. Rav Yosef 
Chaim Sonnenfeld became a major leader 
of this community, and he was very much 
involved in the efforts to renew and 

strengthen Jewish life in the Holy Land. As 
Rav Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld said, Eretz 
Yisrael is “the Holy Land, to which Hashem 
affords special supervision, from which 
berocha emanates to the rest of the world, 
and in which Hashem’s prophets foresaw 
the future happiness of all humanity.” 

Rav Yosef Chaim was born on the 
6th of Kislev, 5609 (1848), and he passed 
away on the 19th of Adar II, 5692 (1932). 
We will share with you three stories that 
reveal his deep understanding of the ethical 
teachings of halocha: 

It is written: “You shall safeguard 
the matzos” (Shemos 12:17). In Hebrew, 
the word matzos has the same letters 
as mitzvos; thus, the sages explain that the 
pasuk can be read as: “You shall safeguard 
the mitzvos”. In the following story, Rav 
Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld finds within this 
teaching of the sages an ethical message: 

Rav Yosef Chaim took painstaking 
care when baking his matzos to ensure that 
everything should proceed according to the 
strictest standards, beyond the minimum 
requirements of the halocha. This stricter 
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standard is known as mehudar. It once 
happened that one of those assisting him in 
matza baking pointed out to him that one 
of the workers kneading the dough was not 
doing such a good job in terms of the 
stricter standards. He suggested to Rav 
Yosef Chaim that the worker be 
admonished and told to work faster and 
more efficiently. 

Rav Yosef Chaim declined, however, 
saying, “I refuse to distress a poor worker 
by admonishing him to work harder than 
he already does, just because I want my 
matzos to be a notch more mehudar! I, for 
my part, am willing to undergo the greatest 
effort and expense to improve the quality of 
my matza. Furthermore, I daven that 
Hashem grant me the merit of having 
matza that meets the strictest standard, 
and I trust that Hashem will accept my 
tefilla, for He knows how intense my desire 
is to fulfill this mitzva in the best possible 
manner. However, to obtain mehudar  
matzos at the expense of rebuking a poor 
laborer – the gain in terms of mitzva 
quality would be canceled out by the loss!” 

Rav Yosef Chaim did not want to 
achieve a higher standard of “kosher for 
Pesach” matza at the expense of hurting 
the worker’s feelings. Consideration for 
someone’s feelings is also a mitzva, as the 
Torah states: “You shall not hurt the 
feelings of one another” (Vayikra 25:17). 
Rav Yosef Chaim added that perhaps this is 
what the sages had in mind when they said 
that the words “safeguard the matzos” can 
be read as “safeguard the mitzvos”. This is 
to teach us, said Rav Yosef Chaim, to take 
the following approach: “When baking 
matzos, one must remember that there are 
other mitzvos besides matza in the Torah, 
and that care should be taken to observe 
them scrupulously as well!” 


A chazzan (cantor) is the person 

who leads the congregation in tefilla. Rav 
Nachum Bergman served for many years as 

the chazzan on the High Holidays in the 
Yerushalayim shul where Rav Yosef 
Chaim davened (prayed). He usually led 
the tefillos during Mussaf – the concluding 
section of the morning prayers. One year, 
Rav Nachman Bergman passed away at the 
end of the month of Elul, just over a week 
before Rosh HaShana. It was generally 
assumed that Rav Nachman’s son, who 
although was quite capable of leading the 
service, would not succeed him that year, 
as there is a custom that someone who is in 
a period of mourning does not lead the 
services on Shabbos or on a Yom Tov. The 
reason a mourner is not permitted to be a 
chazzan on these holy days is out of respect 
for the feelings of the congregation, so that 
the mourner’s sadness not mar the joyous 
spirit of these days. Rav Yosef Chaim told 
the gabbo’im (shul officials) who were in 
charge of organizing the services, that they 
should not worry about who would serve as 
chazzan on Rosh HaShana. The 
gabbo’im therefore assumed that Rav Yosef 
Chaim would lead the tefillos that year.  

On the first day of Rosh HaShana, 
Rav Yosef Chaim went over to the departed 
chazzan’s son, Rav Shimon, and asked him 
to approach the podium and serve as 
chazzan for Mussaf. The gabbo’im – along 
with everyone else in the congregation – 
were puzzled at the Rav’s unconventional 
action. 

After the services, Rav Yosef Chaim 
explained to the wondering circle of people 
who gathered around him the basis for his 
decision not to follow the usual custom. 
The reason a mourner is not generally 
permitted to lead the services on Shabbos 
and Yom Tov, he explained, is out of 
respect for the feelings of the congregation, 
so that the mourner’s sadness not mar their 
spirit on these holy days. Imagine, 
however, how the unfortunate widow 
would feel if, at the point in the service 
where, in the past, she had heard her 
husband chant with soulful tones the 
introductory tefilla of Mussaf, Hinneni 
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He’Ani MiMa’as, she now heard a new and 
unfamiliar voice chant this tefilla. The 
heart of this so recently bereaved woman 
would certainly ache terribly. What greater 
honor for the congregation could there be 
than for it to ease her sorrow by letting her 
hear the sweet tones of her son’s voice, so 
much like his father’s, take up the chant he 
had sung for so long. 

Rav Yosef Chaim also told the 
congregants that the need to avoid causing 
added grief to the widow takes precedence 
over the usual custom, as causing pain to a 
widow constitutes a Torah prohibition 
(Shemos 22:21). 


A wealthy woman who had been 

married for many years without bearing 
children came to the Rav of Budapest with 
a large sum of money. She wanted to 
donate the money to the Rav in order that 
he would daven for her to be blessed with 
children. 

“I’ll give you an eitza (a piece of 
advice),” said the Rav. “Send the money to 
Rav Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld, the Rav of 
Yerushalayim. He’s a great Tzaddik. 
Hashem will surely listen to his tefilla and 
you’ll merit zera shel kayoma.” 

The woman agreed to the Rav’s 
suggestion, and she sent the money to the 
Rav of Yerushalayim. A few weeks passed 
and the husband of the woman came to the 
Rav, and complained bitterly to him, “Why 
did you send the money without my 
knowledge?! I demand that you send a 

letter immediately to the Rav of 
Yerushalayim requesting that he return the 
money.” 

The Rav was very upset by the 
husband’s demand and said, “I’ll give you 
the whole amount from my pocket, as long 
as you don’t demand the money back from 
the Rav of Yerushalayim.” 

While they were still discussing the 
details of getting the money back, the 
postman arrived with an envelope from 
Rav Yosef Chaim. The Rav opened the 
envelope and was astounded to find a letter 
in it from the Rav of Yerushalayim 
accompanied by the full amount of money 
the man’s wife had sent to him. 

The Rav had written, “I received the 
letter with the money enclosed. However, 
since the Rav wrote that the woman gave 
him the money, I suspected that she might 
have done this without the permission of 
her husband. Because of this, I am sending 
back the money, and I request from the 
Rav that he return the money to the 
woman as quickly as possible. It should be 
understood that I did not refrain from 
fulfilling the woman’s request because of 
this. I davened fervently for her, and may 
my tefillos be accepted before Avinu 
Shebashomayim.” 

The above stories help to connect us 
to the loving holiness of this great sage. 
Through studying the lives and deeds of the 
great sages of previous generations, we 
become their spiritual children, and this 
connection becomes a source of berocha 
and merit for us. 

    

Rav Dovid of DinovRav Dovid of DinovRav Dovid of DinovRav Dovid of Dinov, , , , 11119999
thththth
    of of of of Adar IAdar IAdar IAdar I    

The Tzemach Dovid    

Once, the Chassidim sat in the Bais 
Medrash together next to the Rebbe’s 
study, discussing the best way to serve 
Hashem. Would it be better to study and 

serve Hashem late into the night, or would 
it be better to go to sleep early and rise 
early for Avodas Hashem? As they were 
discussing this, the Tzemach Dovid’s door 
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opened and the Rebbe came in and said, 
“What are you doing here now! Go to bed!” 
The Chassidim got their answer! 

Then the Tzemach Dovid explained 
the avoda of sleep with a moshol (a 
parable): 

A person once lent money and took 
something as collateral for the loan. The 
way of the world is that whoever holds on 
to collateral doesn’t take care of it well, till 
the day he has to return it. Then he cleans 
it off, dusts it and polishes it so that it looks 

as good as new before it is to be returned to 
its owner. Similarly, each and every one of 
us has a holy soul, a neshoma that Hashem 
has entrusted us with as collateral from 
Him, so to speak. Therefore, each and every 
one of us must see to it that we safeguard 
the soul; at least every evening, therefore, 
when we give her back to our Maker, we 
should see to it that we clean and keep the 
neshoma pure from any stains that might 
besmirch her. 


Rav Yoel SirkisRav Yoel SirkisRav Yoel SirkisRav Yoel Sirkis,,,,    22220000

thththth
    of of of of Adar IAdar IAdar IAdar I    

Bayis Chodosh – Bach on the Tur    

There is a well-known story that in 
Cracow, where the Bach was the chief Rav, 
there was a great, wealthy man who used to 
feed the poor in secret. Every week the poor 
of Cracow would come to the local butcher 
and baker and would be able to get free 
meat, bread and challos. No one in Cracow 
knew that the rich man was secretly 
funding this charity. In fact, to the outside 
world, the rich man appeared stingy and 
tight-fisted. When the charity collectors 
came around he ignored them (having 
given all his charity money to fund the poor 
people’s food). He continued in this way for 
many years; no one knew his secret. The 
townsfolk assumed he was just a wicked, 
stingy old man. The wealthy man liked it 
better this way, since he knew that any 
honor he would have received in this world 
detracted from his heavenly reward for 
charity.  

One day, the old wealthy man 
passed away. The chevra kaddisha, 
knowing his openly wicked ways as a miser, 
dug his grave outside the cemetery gates, a 
spot reserved for the wicked. Even the 
shammas of the gravediggers gave the 
corpse’s backside a good slap and chuckled, 
saying, “Well, in your lifetime, you never 
gave any charity, so let’s see you be 

charitable in the grave!” The townsfolk 
disparaged the dead man with jeering, 
booing and hissing, and he was buried 
amidst insults and dishonor. Meanwhile, in 
Heaven, his judgment was to go straight to 
Gan Eden, bypassing the Soton’s 
accusations, for charity done in secret 
covers over all sins and iniquities, and 
further, he had shunned honor and 
suffered dishonor in death. 

Meanwhile, the poor came in droves 
begging for food and sustenance from the 
butcher and baker. The butcher and baker 
turned them away empty-handed, 
explaining that they had been giving them 
charity from a secret donor who was no 
longer around. Then they realized who 
their true benefactor had been – all too 
late! 

However, the Soton was given free 
reign to punish the townsfolk in Cracow for 
their dishonor of the truly righteous rich 
man. A great plague attacked the city and 
the death toll mounted daily. The city 
elders dispatched a representative to Rav 
Yoel Sirkis, mechaber of the Bach on the 
Tur.  

“Please, holy, saintly Tzaddik! Save 
us and all of Cracow before we have no 
choice but to demote you from the position 
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of chief Rav and choose someone who can 
save us!” he cried.  

The Bach asked for three days. He 
prayed and asked Heaven to reveal the 
reason for the decree. When the Soton 
revealed to him the entire story, how the 
rich man had charitably sustained the poor 
in secret and how he had been buried in 
shame and disgrace, he quickly summoned 
the elders and the city council and 
explained the situation to them. Then he 

and the elders immediately went to the bais 
hachaim (cemetery). When they arrived at 
the cemetery to disinter and remove the 
rich man’s body and rebury him in honor, 
the shammas who had disparaged and 
ridiculed the corpse died on the spot. They 
buried him instead in the spot reserved for 
the wicked outside the cemetery gates. 
They then reburied the rich man in his 
proper place with honor befitting a 
Tzaddik. 


Rebbe Reb Elimelech Weissblum of LizhenskRebbe Reb Elimelech Weissblum of LizhenskRebbe Reb Elimelech Weissblum of LizhenskRebbe Reb Elimelech Weissblum of Lizhensk,,,,    22221111

stststst
    of of of of Adar IAdar IAdar IAdar I    

Mechaber of Noam Elimelech 

Who can comprehend the holiness 
and sanctity of Rebbe Reb Elimelech? He 
and his famous and illustrious brother, the 
holy Rebbe Reb Zusha of Anipoli, both sent 
themselves in their youth into self-imposed 
exile, wandering from city to city and from 
country to country to convince their 
brethren to repent and return to Hashem, 
to transform them into ba’alei teshuva and 
to purify the hearts of the Jewish people, 
and to instill in them the fear of His name 
and love of Hashem. 

(Ohel Elimelech #1) 

 

To truly understand Rebbe Reb 
Elimelech and the impact he had on 
Chassidus, we must appreciate that many 
of the masters believed that Rebbe Reb 
Elimelech had spiritual powers similar to 
the founder of Chassidus, the holy Ba’al 
Shem Tov. And to understand some of the 
powers and lofty levels that were attributed 
to the Ba’al Shem Tov, we tell the following 
tale: 

Rav Yitzchok Isaac Yehuda Yechiel 
of Komarna, mechaber of Heichal 
HaBerocha wrote: My father-in-law and 
teacher, Rav Avrohom Mordechai of 
Pintshov, once related the following story: 

Once, one of our master the Ba’al 

Shem Tov’s talmidim asked him what 
occupation he should undertake and the 
Ba’al Shem Tov told him to become a 
chazzan.  

“But I do not know how to sing,” 
protested the talmid.  

“I will connect and bind you to the 
olam ha’niggun – the world of song.”  

My father-in-law and teacher told 
me that he knew this chazzan and there 
was never another chazzan like him in the 
world! 

Once this chazzan visited our 
master, Rebbe Reb Elimelech of Lizhensk, 
and there was a disagreement between 
Rebbe Reb Elimelech and his son, our 
master, Rav Elozor, whether they should 
honor the chazzan by asking him to lead 
the services for Kabbolas Shabbos or not. 
Rebbe Reb Elimelech was afraid that the 
chazzan’s singing would interrupt and 
distract him from his holy ways. The 
chazzan was accompanied by a two-man 
choir of singers, one called Bass and 
another Zinger. After much deliberation, 
they agreed to honor him to sing with his 
choir. This was done out of respect, awe 
and reverence for the holy Ba’al Shem Tov, 
since this chazzan was known as the Ba’al 
Shem Tov’s chazzan. So they decided to 
honor him and whatever would be would 
be. 
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They began the Kabbolas Shabbos 
service and Rebbe Reb Elimelech sent word 
to ask Zinger to step down. They continued 
singing. Finally, Rebbe Reb Elimelech 
could no longer contain himself and he sent 
word to ask both the cantor and Bass to 
step down as well. He explained that the 
great and holy spiritual light and holy 
illumination which their holy singing had 
brought down from the heavens was so 
strong and powerful that the Rebbe Reb 
Elimelech feared that his entire existence 
was at stake and that his soul would simply 
expire! The rest of the entire Shabbos he 
honored the chazzan very much but did not 
allow him to lead the services, for fear that 
once again his life would be at stake. On 
Motzo’ei Shabbos, the Rebbe Reb 
Elimelech called and sent for the chazzan 
so that he might relate to the Rebbe some 
tales of the holy and lofty spiritual levels 
and sanctity of the Ba’al Shem Tov. The 
chazzan told great and wondrous tales, the 
likes of which no ear had ever heard before. 
The primary thread that wove between 
them all was the Ba’al Shem Tov’s great 
love and fear of Hashem, how his lofty soul 
would rise up to all the higher realms even 
while he was awake and without stirring, 
how he would gaze at the chambers of 
Torah and the Chariot, and how, when he 
recited the Hallel HaGodol, he did not 
recite each pasuk until he actually saw the 
maloch (angel) associated with it and heard 
his song, and only then would he sing it 
together with him. 

His sanctity and separation from 
worldly matters from the day he was born 
were legendary. He would speak with the 
souls of the Tzaddikim who had passed on, 
as well as with Eliyohu HaNovi (the 
prophet) and especially with the holy 
Arizal, who were all present with him at all 
times. Once the holy Ba’al Shem Tov asked 
the Arizal why he revealed Hashem’s 
secrets in such an open manner and not 
clothed through the avoda, the service of 
Hashem. The Arizal answered him, that 

had he lived just two more years he would 
have succeeded in rectifying everything. 

The chazzan related how the Ba’al 
Shem Tov’s soul would sometimes rise to 
the higher realms and leave his body 
lifeless, and how he would converse with 
the Moshiach and with [Moshe] the faithful 
shepherd, and what they would answer 
him. He was expert and knowledgeable in 
the work of Creation, the work of the 
Chariot – Ma’asei Bereishis and Ma’asei 
Merkova as well as in the entire Torah and 
in the languages of all the creatures and the 
languages of the angels. He was full of love 
and fear of Hashem and had many virtues; 
he was pious, humble and full of Ahavas 
Yisrael – one who loves Jews. And he said 
that any of the spiritual levels written 
praising the Arizal were true regarding the 
Ba’al Shem Tov as well and that he even 
had more, since that which was committed 
to writing regarding the Arizal was but a 
drop in the ocean of the true level of the 
Arizal. 

He also retold how every Erev 
Shabbos, during Mincha, thousands and 
myriads of souls would come to the Ba’al 
Shem Tov requesting a tikkun to rectify the 
roots of their souls. 

He also told Rebbe Reb Elimelech 
how the Ba’al Shem Tov was able to see 
from one end of the world to the other. And 
how once he was sitting together with his 
talmidim and he chuckled and laughed a 
bit. When the talmidim asked the Ba’al 
Shem Tov why he laughed, he explained: 
“In a certain city in a far-off land, a great 
minister spent many years building a 
beautiful palace. And just now a great and 
righteous Tzaddik was going to daven 
Mincha (the afternoon prayer). Just then a 
great downpour of rain began and the 
Tzaddik took shelter from the deluge in 
that palace. When the Tzaddik left, after 
the rain had abated and he continued on 
his way to the shul, the entire palace 
collapsed to the ground. How can I not 
laugh at the hidden manner in which this 
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world operates? The true purpose of this 
great and magnificent palace was only to 
shelter that Tzaddik for a fleeting moment 
from the rain. In this way, the Tzaddik 
effected a tikkun, and rectified all the 
stones and all the sparks within them. Why 
should they remain standing for no 
purpose? Thus, they all fell to the ground.” 
Afterward, this incident of the building’s 
destruction was printed in the newspaper 
gazettes and how it somehow fell, for no 
reason, and it happened at that time. 

He further told Rebbe Reb 
Elimelech how our master, the holy and G-
dly Ba’al Shem Tov, upon seeing any piece 
of furniture or some vessel such as a table 
or bench, he would be able to discern the 
thoughts that the artisan had had when he 
was fashioning that vessel. At this, Rebbe 
Reb Elimelech was greatly astonished. 

Afterward, the chazzan stood on his 
feet and offered his testimony that once 
they were studying Torah before the holy 
Ba’al Shem Tov and a holy fire blazed 
around them and encircled them until they 
were so refined that they received the 
Torah from the Ba’al Shem Tov just as the 
Jews had received it at Har Sinai with 
thunder and lightning and the strong 
sounds of the shofar’s blast. It was just like 
at Har Sinai. The sounds [of the shofar and 
thunder] heard at Har Sinai never ceased, 
since they were G-dly sounds; rather one 
needs sanctity and refinement to hear them 
even today. 

The holy Rebbe Reb Elimelech 
replied that he had not merited this but 
that was no wonder since the holy Rav 
Yisrael Ba’al Shem Tov was very, very 
great. Especially since he served Hashem 
on the banks of the Dneister, which is a 
place of purity, and that he received from 
the mouth of Achiya HaShiloni – happy is 
he who is human and merited this! Those 
who were present and understood what 
had been said understood from this that all 
the other aforementioned forms of holiness 
and lofty spiritual levels Rebbe Reb 

Elimelech himself had also achieved, or 
similar to them. 

At a later date, the chazzan passed 
away, and within thirty days of his passing 
on Erev Shabbos the Bass singer returned 
from the mikve and came home. As he 
came home, he told his wife, “Quick, hurry 
and call the chevra kaddisha – tell the 
members of the burial society to come 
immediately!”  

So saying, he hastened to his room 
and explained, “They have just honored my 
dear friend, the chazzan of the Ba’al Shem 
Tov, to lead the services for Kabbolas 
Shabbos in Heaven, and he does not wish 
to do so without me.” So saying he lay 
himself down in bed and passed away. 
(From the Handwritten Manuscript of Rav Yitzchok Isaac of 

Komarna – found in Introduction to Sefer Ba’al Shem Tov on the 

Torah – Kuntres Me’iras Einayim # 27-32) 

 

His Praises 

There is a tradition that the stars in 
Noam Elimelech are there to signify any 
place where the mechaber, Rebbe Reb 
Elimelech, experienced an aliyas neshoma, 
a journey of the soul to the supernal realms 
or the revelation of Eliyohu HaNovi. 

There is another tradition that 
Rebbe Reb Elimelech appeared in a dream 
to Rav Yehoshua of Belz and told him that 
anyone who studies his words would be 
considered one of his talmidim. 

Rav Yitzchok Isaac of Kaliv wrote a 
three-hundred-page commentary to the 
sefer Noam Elimelech and did not print it 
when a heavenly voice asked him to refrain 
from doing so. 

Rav Chaim of Sanz wanted to write a 
commentary to the Noam Elimelech the 
length of the Bais Yosef on the Tur; 
however, he refrained since he was afraid 
that he would not correctly interpret its 
meaning (Tagim, page 46). 

The holy Divrei Chaim of Sanz 
related in the name of the holy Rav Naftoli 
of Ropshitz that had the Rebbe Reb 
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Elimelech been alive during the time period 
of the Amoro’im (authors of the Talmud 
and Gemora) or Tanno’im (authors of the 
Mishna), he himself would have been an 
Amora or Tanna; and had he been alive 
during the time of the prophets, he would 
have been a prophet. And if the Rebbe Reb 
Elimelech had been alive during the time of 
the Avos (our Patriarchs), then we would 
be saying, “The G-d of Elimelech,” just as 
we recite in our tefillos: “the G-d of 
Avrohom, Yitzchok and Yaakov” (Si’ach 
Zekeinim I, page 6). 


Rav Eliezer Lipman and his wife 

Miroush, well-to-do small-town merchants, 
were known as pious and charitable people. 
Of their seven sons, two rose to great fame 
in the world of Chassidus: Rebbe Reb 
Meshulom Zusha of Anipoli and Rebbe Reb 
Elimelech of Lizhensk. Even as young boys, 
the two brothers immersed themselves in 
Torah study, in both its revealed and 
mystic forms, particularly the kabbalistic 
teachings of the Ari HaKodosh (Rav 
Yitzchok Luria, 1534–1572). 

For a number of years they went into 
self-imposed exile, wandering from town to 
town, spreading Torah and inspiring 
people to mend their ways. The brothers 
became attracted to the growing movement 
of Chassidus, becoming outstanding 
talmidim of the Maggid of Mezritch.  

Rebbe Reb Elimelech became one of 
the leading figures of Chassidus. He 
developed the idea of making the 
personality of the Tzaddik the focal point of 
a Chassid’s existence; he believed that the 
Tzaddik, the accomplished righteous man, 
has the mission “to give life to all the 
worlds by virtue of his Divine soul”. This 
concept is expressed in his book Noam 
Elimelech, which is one of the principal 
works on Chassidus. 

Among his talmidim were such 
leading figures as the Chozeh (Seer) of 
Lublin, the Maggid of Kozhnitz, Rav 

Menachem Mendel of Rymanov, Rav 
Avrohom Yehoshua Heschel of Apta, Rav 
Naftoli Tzvi of Ropshitz, Rav Moshe Leib of 
Sassov, and Rav Klonymos Kalman 
Epstein, known as the Ma’or VaShemesh. A 
man of unrivaled greatness, he was 
admired by his talmidim and has been so 
by Chassidim through the ages.  

Rebbe Reb Elimelech left behind 
three righteous sons: Rav Elozor of 
Lizhensk, Rav Lipa Eliezer of Chemelnick 
and Rav Yaakov of Maglanitza, as well as 
two daughters: Esther Etil and Mirish. 

Rebbe Reb Elimelech said, “One 
should always see the good attributes of 
another person and never see his 
shortcomings.” It stands to reason from 
this that good educators can identify 
individual qualities in each child and “fan 
the flames”, to evoke enthusiasm and love 
for Torah, set a strong, spiritual and 
developmental foundation and bring out 
potential. 

 

Stale Coffee 

Once, when Rebbe Reb Elimelech of 
Lizhensk and his brother, Rebbe Reb 
Zusha, visited their spiritual master, the 
Maggid of Mezritch, the Maggid told them 
that he would like to offer them some food, 
but all he had was some left-over coffee 
from Shabbos. They arrived on a Monday 
and the coffee was from Shabbos! So he 
served them the stale coffee. Much later, 
Rebbe Reb Elimelech and Rebbe Reb Zusha 
said, “That coffee kept us going for a whole 
year!” 

(Chassidic custom teaches us that 
remnants of a meal, or even a drink, from a 
holy person, has a special potency and even 
a healing property. But perhaps the idea in 
this story is also that being served by their 
Rebbe transmitted to them spiritual power. 
That is, because the Rebbe was holy, he 
treated them as if they were holy – and that 
energized them to live up to their Rebbe’s 
view of them.) 
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Food from Gan Eden 

Toward the end of his life, Rebbe 
Reb Elimelech ate very little, and even the 
entreaties of his friends and relatives had 
little effect. One time, when his son, Rav 
Elozor, pleaded with him to eat enough to 
sustain life, Rebbe Reb Elimelech said, “I 
wish I could eat, but my body rejects all 
things physical. Ah! One time, during my 
years of wandering in exile, I lodged at an 
inn near a certain village, and there I ate a 
delicious soup. If that were available, I 
could eat it. But the inn is so far away!”  

Many years later, Rav Elozor 
happened to be in that village, and sought 
out the inn to which his father had referred. 
He asked the hostess whether he might 
have some of her special soup, and she 
said, “How I wish I could serve you the 
food that is appropriate for a great person 
like yourself. But we are very poor. Very 
few travelers pass this way, and we just 
have enough flour and beans to eat for our 
meals. I will be glad to make a bean soup 
for you.  

When Rav Elozor tasted the soup, he 
experienced a spiritual delight, as though 
he were eating of the offerings of the 
Mizbei’ach (Altar) in the Bais HaMikdosh 
in Yerushalayim. He asked the hostess, 
“Please tell me, what ingredients do you 
use for this soup?”  

The woman began crying. “I am so 
sorry that it is so meager. I do not have any 
spices to put in. All I did was cook the 
beans with water, and then I davened to 
Hashem: ‘Master of the Universe! You have 
provided me with the mitzva of preparing a 
meal for a special guest. If only I had meat, 
vegetables and spices, I would prepare a 
meal for him that would befit him, but I 
have nothing. But You, Master of the 
Universe, have everything. You have Gan 
Eden (Paradise), where there are all the 
finest scents and flavors. Please put some 

of these in the soup, so that my holy guest 
can enjoy his food.’“  

Rav Elozor thought, “Now I know 
why my father longed for this soup. This 
pious woman’s sincere tefillos were 
answered, and the soup did indeed have 
the taste of Gan Eden. 

 

Hashem’s Will 

One night, while on their 
wanderings, Rebbe Reb Elimelech and his 
brother, Rebbe Reb Zusha, were stranded 
in a village inn where a wedding was in 
progress. The drunken peasants, seeing the 
two bearded brothers hiding behind the 
large stove, grabbed Rebbe Reb Zusha and 
made him perform a dance, while goading 
him, poking and jabbing at him from all 
sides. Round and round poor Rebbe Reb 
Zusha danced, to the uproarious laughter 
of the rowdies. Between dances, Rebbe Reb 
Elimelech whispered, “Why do they always 
pick on you?”  

“It is Hashem’s will,” Rebbe Reb 
Zusha sighed.  

“You know what, let’s change 
places,” Rebbe Reb Elimelech suggested. 
“They can’t tell us apart. The next time 
they’ll grab me, and you will get some rest.” 

So Rebbe Reb Zusha took his 
brother’s place behind the stove. Just then 
one of the peasants roared, “This time, let’s 
get the one behind the stove! The other one 
danced enough!” 

When it was all over, Rebbe Reb 
Zusha said, “When something is Hashem’s 
will, it will come to pass, no matter what we 
do.” 

May the merit of the Tzaddik Rebbe 
Reb Elimelech of Lizhensk protect us all, 
Amen. 

www.rabbishimon.com/tzadikim/showz.php?p=elimelech.htm
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The Ba'al Shem Tov 

done b'simcha." This year we are blessed with a double dose of 

Dagim Adar. We have the wonderful opportunity to ask for all kinds of 

yeshuos these two months.

Eric Hoffer wrote, “The hardest arithmetic to master is tha

enables us to count our blessings.” Saying a 

master that math. As such, we have attached a wonderful short 

thanks to facilitate the opening of the Gates of Heaven for all or needs in 

a thankful way - b'simcha

May HaShem bless us all with an abundance of goodness 

from his vast storehouse. May we always be 


פראנסיס

  ציפורה בת גילה

  

  דבורה בת

ה"

Refuah Sheleimah  
מרדכי צבי ב� מינדל אסתר לאה  
 יחיאל מיכל ב� דבורה 
 זיסל בת אידל סומא 
 גיטל בת דבורה 
רבקה בת מלכה  
 פסח גרשו� ב� שיינא דבורה 
 צילא בת חיה שרה  
 אלטר שמעו� יחזקאל ב� רחל חנה 
   ראוב� אלטר מרדכי ב� מלכהרב 
 שמואל בצלאל ב� לאה רבקה     

Besoch She'ar Cholei Yisrael
 

נשמת לעילוי  
 Yaakov Naftali ben Avraham Hy”d

 Gilad Michael ben Ofir Hy”d 

 Eyal ben Uriel Hy”d 
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Ba'al Shem Tov once said, "Tefillos are only accepted when 

." This year we are blessed with a double dose of 

. We have the wonderful opportunity to ask for all kinds of 

these two months. 

Eric Hoffer wrote, “The hardest arithmetic to master is tha

enables us to count our blessings.” Saying a tefilla of thanks helps us 

master that math. As such, we have attached a wonderful short 

thanks to facilitate the opening of the Gates of Heaven for all or needs in 

b'simcha. 

bless us all with an abundance of goodness 

from his vast storehouse. May we always be b'simcha



 לרפואה שלימה     גילה בת ציפורה פראנסיס

     לרפואה שלימה  ציפורה בת גילה

 לזכר ולעילוי נשמת

בת ומרת יוטא רחל החי ב� שלו�' ר

"דוד ע' מרת ליבא חיה בת ר  

Besoch She'ar Cholei Yisrael 

Yaakov Naftali ben Avraham Hy”d 

 

In Loving Memory of Our Dear Father and Teacher
 

HaRav HaChassid

 Avraham Chaim ben Sholom and Frumit 

Goldenberg ל''ז  of Micula, Satmar
 

A beloved talmid 

  HaRav Yechezkel Shraga Schonfeld  

and of the Holy Satmar 

Ba’al “Divrei Yoel” 
 

 
 

 ל''ז שלו� ר''ב חיי� אברה� 'ר
  .ה. ב. צ. נ. ת ו''תשס שבט א

 
 

לעילוי נשמת

ל"ישראל ז' שמעו� ב� ר
Reb Shimon’s Yahrzeit is on אייר

special man who welcomed all with a smile and a hug. 

Although he suffered terribly, he never uttered any 

complaints. May he be a Meilitz Yosher for his family 

and friends.

 

are only accepted when 

." This year we are blessed with a double dose of Mazel 

. We have the wonderful opportunity to ask for all kinds of 

Eric Hoffer wrote, “The hardest arithmetic to master is that which 

of thanks helps us 

master that math. As such, we have attached a wonderful short tefilla of 

thanks to facilitate the opening of the Gates of Heaven for all or needs in 

bless us all with an abundance of goodness 

b'simcha!! 

 

In Loving Memory of Our Dear Father and Teacher 

Rav HaChassid 
Avraham Chaim ben Sholom and Frumit 

Micula, Satmar 

talmid of  

Yechezkel Shraga Schonfeld  ל''זצ  

and of the Holy Satmar Rav,  

Ba’al “Divrei Yoel”  ע''זי  

ר ח''הרה נשמת לעילוי
א''כ ק''מוצש נפטר 

 לעילוי נשמת

שמעו� ב� ר' ר  
אייר' ד . Reb Shimon was a 

special man who welcomed all with a smile and a hug. 

Although he suffered terribly, he never uttered any 

ay he be a Meilitz Yosher for his family 

and friends. 


