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(רש"י) שיתחזק אדם בהם תמיד בכל כחו - (ברכות לב:) ארבעה צריכים חיזוק   

     A Sichah from Maran HaGaon Rav Gershon Edelstein shlita   Parashas Toldos 5776 

A Man’s Duty  

We always must strengthen ourselves against the 
temptations of the Yetzer Hara, who never rests. Especially 
now, when there are troubles and terrorism indicating that 
there is much Heavenly judgment, it is important to 
strengthen ourselves and repent. We must realize that 
everything that happens is Hashgachah Pratis.       

Who are we referring to when we say we must 
strengthen ourselves? How much can be asked of people 
who are currently far from keeping the Torah and 
performing Mitzvos? They are Tinokos Shenishbu (i.e. 
children captured and taught a lifestyle foreign to serving 
Hashem)! We are referring to the Bnei Torah! The 
Brisker Rav zt”l already stated that when Hashem 
demands that Klal Yisrael behave better, He is mainly 
asking the Bnei Torah to strengthen their Mitzvah 
observance! Since we know the truth, and we know what 
we should be doing better, we are the ones who have the 
most power to improve our service to Hashem. 

The way we can search for what we should improve is by 
learning Sifrei Mussar. Sifrei Mussar discuss the common 
sins of people, and man’s duty to serve Hashem. The Mesilas 
Yesharim (ch.1) discusses man’s duty in this world. I was 
recently speaking with someone who said that if a person 
knows the first chapter of Mesilas Yesharim by heart, he is on 
a high level, as this chapter is the best Sefer Mussar. This is 
because the most important thing to know, even before 
reaching levels of caution and alacrity (discussed in later 
chapters in Mesilas Yesharim), is what is man’s duty in this 
world.          

One of the choice paragraphs from this chapter is as 
follows, “Man was only created in order to enjoy Hashem, 
and to benefit from the glory of His Shechinah, as this is the 
true pleasure, and the most enjoyable activity possible. The 
true place for this enjoyment is Olam Haba, which was 
created expressly for this purpose. However, the way to get to 
our desired destination is through this world.”  

Even prophets could not fathom the true pleasure of Olam 
Haba. A person is truly supposed to live for Olam Haba, with 
the understanding that he just lives in this world in order to 
perform the Mitzvos that will take him to his true destiny 
which is Olam Haba. He must be aware that every second in 
this world is time we are given in order to acquire Olam 
Haba.          

When a person is born, he is supposed to live for a certain 
number of years. However, during the course of his lifetime, 
it can be decreed on high that he live either longer or (Chas 
v’Shalom) less. There are Mitzvos a person can do that will 
give him a longer life, and sins he can do that will take away 
years from his life.      

I once heard from Rav Elya Lopian zt”l that a person often 
calms himself during Elul and the Aseres Yemei Teshuvah by 
thinking that he has passed so many days of judgment (i.e. 
Rosh Hashanah) and he is still alive. This must indicate that 
he is righteous and perfect.  

However, this is a mistake. The Ra’avad writes in Hilchos 
Teshuvah (ch.3) that it is possible for an evildoer to have his 
decree passed down on Rosh Hashanah that he will pass away 
within a certain number of years (but not necessarily that 
year) before his time.  

It is also possible that a person was born to live for one 
hundred and twenty years, and the sins that he is currently 
committing are shortening his life span. Even though he 
continues to live, he will live less due to these sins. [If 
someone is a complete evildoer, he will receive all of his 
reward in this world in order that he should not receive Olam 
Haba. However, if he is not completely evil, he will receive 
punishment in this world in order that he should not have to 
go to Gehinnom in the next world.]  

In addition, the Rishonim comment on the Gemara in Rosh 
Hashanah (16a) that even if a person is decreed to have a 
good life in this world, it is considered that he was sentenced 
to death on Rosh Hashanah, as he is receiving his reward in 
this world instead of the next world. Therefore, a person can 
never really know his status in this world, and should worry 
about the days of judgment.         

 DDaarrkkeeii  HHaaCChhiizzuukk  
 בס"ד

182 



 

  2 

Chovos  Ha’Levavos 

A person should constantly strengthen himself to use every 
moment he has in this world to acquire Olam Haba. The best 
way to do so is by studying Mussar. When people study 
Mussar, they find out about many sins that they were 
previously unaware of, and realize how they may very 
possibly sin in certain situations. There are some people who 
through their evil thoughts can even become a person who is 
described by the Sharei Teshuvah as a “hater of Hashem.”  
The Sharei Teshuvah (3:160) cites seven examples of people 
who are in this category.  

For example, if a person does not like when his friend 
learns Torah or serves Hashem, it is akin to a person who 
does not want people to serve a certain king. This is someone 
who is deemed to hate the king. Certainly, if a person actively 
stops others from serving Hashem, he is deemed a person who 
hates Hashem. People who hate Torah scholars and wish them 
evil are considered those who hate Hashem. Similarly, if 
people specifically want evildoers to rule, and receive much 
honor, these are people who hate Hashem.        

If a person is jealous of a person who is learning better 
than he is, or doing more acts of Chessed than he is, or is 
influencing the public to serve Hashem more than he is, to the 
point that he wishes this person would no longer do what he is 
doing, he is called someone who hates Hashem. He is hating a 
person who Hashem loves, and wishes that Hashem would not 
be honored with this service.        

I have previously related that Rav Chaim Brisker once saw 
his son, the Brisker Rav, learning Chovos Ha’Levavos. He 
told him to keep learning, as this is “the Shulchan Aruch of 
the heart.” Chovos Ha’Levavos is not a Middas Chassidus, 
but rather, like its name implies, it is a “Chovah” – 
“obligation.” It is a halachic guide to what is a kosher heart, 
and what is a treif heart.     

When a person learns Mussar, he is surely gaining many 
Torah insights. However, aside from that, he is also fulfilling 
the Mitzvah of Yiras Shamayim. This is a Mitzvah, as stated 
in the Passuk in Devarim (10:20), “Hashem, your G-d, you 
should fear.” By learning Mussar, a person starts fearing 
Heaven, and fearing the punishment he will receive if he sins. 
This is a fulfillment of the Mitzvah of Yiras Shamayim. 
Additionally, a person’s increase in Yiras Shamayim will lead 
to his performing more Mitzvos and staying away from sin. 
He will think more holy thoughts, speak less Lashon Hara, 
and stay away from forbidden thoughts. 

A person must learn a Mussar Sefer that he is interested in 
learning, and not learn Mussar because he is being forced or is 
forcing himself to learn Mussar. A person from Chutz l’Aretz 

just told me that when he was in Yeshivah he was obligated to 
learn Mussar, and he forced himself to do so for hours. He 
does not think that he gained anything from doing so. This is 
because he did not want to do what he was doing. In fact, I 
know many people like this, who only learn Mussar because 
they are forced to do so, and have no interest in it whatsoever. 
They do not remember what they learn during Mussar Seder, 
because they are not interested in it. Moreover, this can even 
have a negative effect of turning a person against words of 
Mussar. A person who is forced to learn Mussar will come as 
late to Mussar Seder as possible, and will only be filled with 
tension from Mussar. Accordingly, if a person is going to 
learn Mussar, he must do so because he is genuinely 
interested in Mussar, as he understands it will elevate him 
spiritually. If he learns Mussar with this positive intent, he 
will certainly gain tremendously from it.       

We have already said the following many times, but 
perhaps there is someone who has not yet heard it. If a person 
starts to learn Mussar with the proper intent, as explained 
above, he will have a very happy life. This will also affect his 
family, and all who come in contact with him, to have a 
happier life.        

There is another benefit of learning Mussar when one is 
interested in what he is reading. This causes a person’s mind 
to be involved in thoughts of Mussar. Holy thoughts are very 
valuable, and a person receives reward for them. Of course, if 
a person can learn Mussar out loud and in a mournful voice 
(as instructed by Rav Yisrael Salanter), this is even better. 
However, even if a person does not do so but rather reads the 
words, and even if he does not read them but merely thinks 
them (and is interested in what he is reading), this causes him 
to have holy thoughts that influence him to become closer to 
Hashem.             

     Darkei Zikui  Ha’Rabim  

I would like to talk about ways to influence the masses, 
which is a sensitive topic, and perhaps not relevant to every 
single person here. However, some people have positions of 
spiritual influence, as they educate others in Torah, Yiras 
Shamayim, and good Middos.         

Zikui Ha’Rabim (influencing others in a positive spiritual 
manner) is a great Mitzvah whose reward is hard to fathom. 
For example, the Gemara in Tanis (7a) says, “And from my 
students I learned more than all of them (i.e. my Rebbi and 
friends).” We have explained that there is a natural reason for 
this. A person who teaches a Torah lesson must prepare it 
very well, to the point where he knows it through and 
through, and he knows it even better after his students ask him 
good questions and they clarify the answers together. 
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However, the main reason that this is true is because of 
Hashgachah Pratis. If a person teaches others Torah, it is 
fitting, measure for measure, that he should also receive a 
reward of even more Torah. Similarly, if a person influences 
others to have more Yiras Shamayim, he too will merit more 
Yiras Shamayim. If a person influences others to have good 
Middos, he too will have merited Siyata Dishmaya in 
developing good Middos.           

Rav Yissachar Meir zt”l, who was the Rosh Yeshivah in 
Netivot, told me that when he went fundraising outside of 
Eretz Yisrael, he would often meet donors who were far from 
appreciating Torah. These donors would give him money out 
of pity on an old, weak, and sick man who was collecting 
money. After awhile, these people developed an appreciation 
for Torah. Since they donated to a Yeshivah, Hashem sent 
them Siyata Dishmaya that they should develop a love for 
Torah. This is despite the fact that their original intent was out 
of pity.          

People in these positions must be careful not to become 
jealous of others who also have positions in their 
organization. They must make sure that there is no jealousy 
amongst them, and nobody should think that they are jealous 
of a different person’s position in the organization. This is 
forbidden jealousy, and the opposite of love for Hashem (as 
we mentioned above, a person who does not want others to 
serve Hashem and influence others positively out of jealousy, 
is called a “hater of Hashem.”)    

The Chafetz Chaim in Chovas Ha’Shemirah (ch. 10) 
writes, “A person should never accept upon himself a job that 
makes him constantly work together and argue with others. 
An example of this would be a partnership in being a Rabbi 
with someone else. It is nearly impossible that there will not 
be prohibitions of forbidden speech that are transgressed. This 
is even if the person is very humble and patient. It is also 
important that a person not become jealous (in this situation). 
This is as Chazal say, “A person can be jealous of anyone, 
besides for his son and his student.” A person like this will 
certainly not be completely careful in this situation (to avoid 
prohibition).”           

Rav Aharon Leib Shteinman recently discussed a person 
who is faced with two options. One option is a job for a Rav 
who has the ability to influence a very large amount of 
people. The other option is a job where he will have the 
ability to only influence a small amount of people. There are 
many candidates for the first job, and there are no candidates 
for the second job. The question is, should he try to get this 
very special first job in order to influence many hundreds of 
people, or should he take the second job, as if he does not take 
it, perhaps nobody will?    

Rav Shteinman explained that the person should certainly 
take the second job. Regarding the first job, it is clear that a 
worthy candidate will be selected who will influence these 
people positively. Why does it have to be him? Our main job 
in life is to make sure that we cause an increase in Kvod 
Shamayim. This will only happen if he takes the second job, 
as these tens of people will now have someone to influence 
them positively.           

It is true, that many great Rabbanim originally were 
Rabbanim in small towns, and eventually became Rabbanim 
in big cities. For example, Rav Yitzchak Elchonon Spektor 
zt”l was a Rav in many small towns before becoming the Rav 
of the large city of Kovno. However, this was only because he 
knew someone else would take over his job in the small town 
that he was leaving. If there will be no lack of positive 
influence in the small town, a Rav may leave and seek to be a 
greater positive influence for a larger amount of congregants.  

Practically, everyone must ensure that they use every 
moment of their lives for their true obligation in this 
world (as explained in the beginning of this article), as 
explained in Mesilas Yesharim. This will be a merit for us 
to be saved from terrorism, with Hashem’s help!        

Eliezer, Servant of Avraham  
It is not enough to be a Talmid Chacham. One must also 

perfect his Middos. We see that when Avraham asked Eliezer 
to seek a wife for Yitzchak, the Passuk says that Eliezer 
replied (Bereishis 24:39), “Ulai Lo Seilech Ha’Ishah Acharai” 
– “Perhaps the woman will not follow behind me.” Rashi 
explains that the word “Ulai” is not spelled with a Vav here, 
as it normally would be, indicating that Eliezer was thinking 
of the word “Ailai” – “To me.” This is because Eliezer had a 
daughter, and wanted her to marry Yitzchak. Avraham had 
already told him, “My son is from a blessed nation 
(descendant of Shem), and your daughter is from a cursed 
nation (descendant of Cana’an, who descended from Cham). 
A cursed person does not cling to (i.e. marry) a blessed 
person.” This cursedness was having innate bad Middos. 
Avraham could not have such a person marry Yitzchak whose 
nature was to have good Middos.                                              

Eliezer was a great Torah scholar. The Gemara in Yoma 
(28b) explicitly says that Eliezer was an elder who sat and 
learned Torah. The Gemara says that he knew the Torah that 
he was taught by Avraham Avinu, and he spread this Torah to 
students of his own. Avraham Avinu had learned much Torah, 
as the Gemara says in Avodah Zarah (14b) that Avraham 
Avinu had four hundred chapters in his Meseches Avodah 
Zarah. This included many secrets of Torah and details of 
having Emunah in Hashem that are connected to Meseches 
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Avodah Zarah. Eliezer knew and taught this Torah, along 
with all of the other Torah taught to him by Avraham Avinu.                       

Despite his greatness in Torah, Eliezer’s daughter was not 
a match for Yitzchak, due to the root of bad Middos in the 
family of Canaan. All of his Torah learning and loyal service 
to Avraham, did not take away these bad Middos.   

In the end, Eliezer himself ended up changing his bad 
nature. The Bereishis Rabah teaches (60:7), “Since he loyally 
served this Tzadik (Avraham), he stopped being cursed, and 
became blessed. This is as the Passuk says, “Come, Blessed 
one (from) Hashem.” In the merit of his serving Avraham 
loyally, seeking out a wife for Yitzchak with great effort and 
prayer, despite his misgivings that his daughter could not 
marry Yitzchak, he became blessed. He clearly prayed 
sincerely and fervently, as otherwise he would not have been 
answered.        

 
Eliezer Entered Gan Eden Alive 

The Yalkut (Chayei Sarah #109) says that Eliezer was one 
of the few people who merited entering Gan Eden without 
dying. This is truly exceptional, as even Avraham Avinu and 
the other Avos did not merit to leave this world without first 
dying. While the Gemara in Tanis (5b) says, “Yaakov Avinu 
did not die,” we know that this in fact means that since his 
descendants live on, so too Yaakov Avinu lives on. He is 
considered to be alive because, due to him, his descendants 

are continuing his eternal legacy of serving Hashem through 
performing the Mitzvos and studying Torah. However, he did 
not enter Gan Eden while alive. We therefore must understand 
why Eliezer had the exceptional merit of entering Gan Eden 
alive.             

The answer lies in what we have stated above. Eliezer had 
the tremendously difficult challenge of changing his 
inherently bad Middos that he inherited from his forefathers. 
This is in contrast to the Avos and other great Tzaddikim who 
were born with good Middos, and therefore did not have this 
tremendous challenge. The fact that Eliezer succeeded in 
changing himself from cursed to blessed, is an exceptional 
merit that bears an exceptional reward of entering Gan Eden 
alive. 

However, even though Eliezer entered Gan Eden alive, his 
eternal portion in Gan Eden was less than that of the Avos. 
The Gemara in Bava Basra (75a) says that each Tzadik is on a 
different level in Olam Haba. Certainly the level of the Avos 
is far greater than the level of Eliezer. 

 
 

(This discourse was delivered in Cheshvan 5776.) 
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