
 

 בגדי הבד ופשט את אהל מועד אל ובא אהרן

בשרו  ורחץ את... הקדש אשר לבש בבאו אל

 ויצא בגדיו ולבש את במים במקום קדוש

  )טז:כג,כד(

And Aaron shall enter the Tent of Meeting and remove 

the linen garments that he had worn when he came into 

the Holy... And he shall immerse his flesh in a holy place 

and don his garments; he shall go out. (16:23, 24) 

The Chasam Sofer (Toras Moshe) is puzzled as to why 

Aharon would need to go to the mikvah at this juncture. 

Earlier when he had gone to the mikvah, it was prior to 

donning the special white linen garments and 

performing the “inner avodah” of Yom Kippur. But now, 

he is about to return to his normal routine and don the 

gold garments which is a lower level of kedusha, in 

order to perform the “outer avodah”. Why then would 

there be a new requirement to go to the mikvah prior to 

engaging in a seemingly lesser avodah? 

The Chasam Sofer answers that once a person enters 

into a higher level of kedusha, his entire existence 

changes; he takes on a brand new metzius. He is no 

longer the same person that he was before, and 

everything else takes on a newly elevated status for him 

as well. Something that was once of a lowly level has 

now been elevated to a much higher level.   

Each mitzvah that a person performs is supposed to 

elevate them, bringing them to new heights. Completed 

mitzvos need to create a ripple effect! They cannot just 

be looked at as another accomplishment; “just another 

trophy on the shelf”.  

By way of a mashul, suppose someone is working on a 

program that has 10 levels and 10 sub-levels. He first 

does level 1.0 and proceeds to 1.1, 1.2 and so on until 

1.9. After completing the entire level 1, he now starts 

level 2. Although in level 2, he must start again from the 

first sub-level, 2.0 and 2.1 will still be higher than 1.9, 

because the level itself is a higher level.  

After wearing the white linen garments and 

experiencing a Yom Kippur, the kohein would now be 

on a completely different level than before. The regular 

mitzvos that he had previously performed were no 

longer the same. The regular avodah had just been 

taken up a notch, thus requiring a new tevila in the 

mikvah.  

Furthermore, because the Torah requires him to go to 

the mikvah, thus preparing him for the next level, it is as 

if the Torah is demanding of him to constantly strive 

for yet another madreigah, always climbing higher and 

higher, never being complacent. 

According to this Chasam Sofer, we can also understand 

why the Kohein Gadol cannot wear the same garments 

in the coming year. It is not merely that last year’s Yom 

Kippur and this year’s Yom Kippur are the same level of 

kedushah, but that’s not enough because we are 

required to go even higher due to the rule of “maalin 

bakodesh”. According to what we are saying here, it is 

much more than that. After going through an entire 

year of mitzvos, the Kohein Gadol is on a completely 

different level than the year before and wearing last 

year’s garments would not even be considered a lateral 

move, but rather a serious downgrade. 

After the conclusion of Yom Tov, we tend to hear the 

expressions, “now it’s back to the grind”, or “back to 

our same daily routine”. But is it really so? We just 

finished experiencing leil haseder and yetzias Mitzrayim, 

kriyas yam suf and the shira, daled koisos and matzah, 

and the list goes on. Eight days of being davuk to 

HaShem Yisborach and really strengthening our 

emunah! Are we really the same people as we were 

before Yom Tov just returning to our “same old, same 

old”? Yom tov does not end when the men are 

procuring their bagels motzei Yom Tov and the nashim 

tzidkaniyos are busy flipping their kitchens back to 

chametz. We are meant to take Yom Tov with us, and in 

this manner, we can strengthen ourselves each day as 

we continue on towards kaballas Hatorah and the Yom 

Tov of Shavuos. 

 

Good Shaabos,      מרדכי אפפעל 

דרכים 
 בפרשה
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