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Now You Know 
The Torah tells us, “You shall not 
kindle a fire in your homes on the 

Sabbath day.”  The Sadducees (an 
ancient sect) believed that one could 
not have any fire burning and would 

thus sit in the dark and eat cold food 
on the Sabbath (not very conducive 
to Oneg Shabbos!) 

Chazal, however, explained that one 

may not start a fire on Shabbos, but 
one may keep a fire lit and benefit 
from work that was set into motion 
before Shabbos.  

Hence, cholent (as my mother would 

say, a combination of the French 
words ‘chaud’ meaning hot and ‘lent’ 
meaning rested or left) which is left 

cooking from before Shabbos. 

The Chasam Sofer makes another 
observation about this concept. 
Shabbos is a day for connecting to 

HaShem and renewing your closeness 
to Him and spirituality. 

This is not something that can be 
ignored for six days of the week and 
then simply ‘kindled’ on Shabbos. 

Rather, Shabbos must be the 
culmination of your efforts of the 
entire week. We must prepare for it 
and even while we are working, we 

must be looking forward and working 
towards the Shabbos when we can 
commune with G-d without distraction. 

Thought of the week: 

Being able to restrain 
yourself is the greatest form 
of freedom. 

 (B-A:HL TWMw)   „...AKALM HsET OYMY Tww .OTA TWsEL ÂH HWC RwA OYRBDH HLA...‰ 
“…These are the things that HaShem commanded shall be done.  Six days shall 
you work but the seventh day shall be holy..." (Exodus 35:1-2) 

When Moshe transmits the information about the construction of the Mishkan to the Jewish 
People, before speaking about the construction he veers off to the topic of Shabbos.  From 
the juxtaposition we learn that the thirty-nine melachos or creative actions used in making 
the Mishkan are the same that are not permitted to be done on Shabbos.   

We also learn that the laws of Shabbos take precedence over the building of the Mishkan 
and it could not be constructed on Shabbos.  The question is why Moshe mentioned 
Shabbos first, instead of saying the laws of the Mishkan first and then mentioning Shabbos 
afterwards, as it was told to him in Parshas Ki Sisa (31:13.) 

There it says to tell the Jews, after teaching them about the Mishkan, “But, you shall keep 
My Shabbos for it is a sign between Me and the Children of Israel forever.”  This taught us 
that the construction of the Mishkan, while important, did not take precedence over 
keeping the Shabbos.  So why the switch?   

First, Moshe knew the Jews were enthusiastic about the opportunity to repent from the sin 
of the Golden Calf.  He may have feared that some people would hear about items and 
vessels to be made for the Mishkan and immediately feel, “That’s something I can do!”  
They might then run off to begin without hearing all the guidelines.  He therefore mentioned 
Shabbos first to teach us that enthusiasm is good, but it must be backed by solid 
understanding and rational insight. 

Next, if Shabbos had been mentioned as a seeming afterthought, people may have felt the 
message was that the Mishkan was to be built, and Shabbos kept as well. However, if 
there was a conflict, Shabbos could be violated to achieve the goal of building the 
Mishkan. In practical terms, it would be a “nice” thing to do, but the Mishkan would take 
precedence.  Therefore Shabbos was mentioned first to show that it was not to be 
jeopardized.  Finally, there is another reason which possibly outshines the others. 

As R’ Samson Rafael Hirsch points out, the Jews sinned and were forgiven for the Golden 
Calf before the Mishkan was built.  Shabbos is a sign of the relationship between HaShem 
and the Jewish People forever.  It is this relationship that Moshe wanted to highlight. 

The Jews didn’t truly need the Mishkan for atonement. Rather, that could be achieved 
through focus on the relationship between HaShem and us. Many of the laws of Shabbos 
require us to refrain from or change certain actions. Not doing something you normally 
would takes great strength. We get that strength from our desire to please the one we love 
by doing what He likes. Therefore, Moshe mentioned Shabbos first because before we talk 
about the things we should do, we ought to be aware of the things we won’t do – for love. 

A prince set out to travel the country and learn more about his land. Before he left, the King 
cautioned his son against any wagering.  “No matter what the offer is, never accept a bet.” 

The prince duly heeded his father’s advice but upon his return trip, when he neared the capital 
city, a man challenged him. “You are not the prince!” shouted the man. “The prince has a 
birthmark on his back.  I bet 1000 gold coins that you are not the prince.” 

The young noble thought the man was crazy and wanted to show up the boorish man.  He took 
the bet, showed the birthmark, and won the 1000 coins. At the palace, the King was very upset. 

When he arrived, his father cried, “How could you bet?  True, you won the 1000 coins, but I had 
bet him 10,000 coins that you would heed my words and not accept the wager!” 
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Happy Eighth Anniversary to my 
wonderful, amazing, wife of 

nineteen years,  

Esther Toby Gewirtz. 
I love you more now than the day 

we married.  But then, isn’t that 

how it’s supposed to work? 
(24 Adar I) 

Here’s what you can 
do for HaShem: ☺ 

Print, e-mail, and share Migdal 
Ohr with others. 

  You’ll be glad you did.   

E-mail ‘Subscribe’ to 

info@JewishSpeechWriter.com 


