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 One of the mitzvos of the Chag of Purim is to 

read the Megillas Esther. It contains the whole story 

of Purim, beginning with Achashvairosh and his 

penchant for throwing mega-parties, until the victory 

of the Yidden of the world over their enemies. What 

is interesting is that this mitzva is unlike nearly all 

other mitzvos.  Normally a mitzva that is part of a 

Chag is of the one-and-done variety. The Shofar 

which is blown, the Lulav that is shaken and the 

Matza that is eaten are (biblically mandated) but once 

a day. But by the institution of the mitzva of layning 

Megillah, Chazal require us to do so once at night and again the next morning. Yes, 

the Gemara (Megillah 4a) offers several pessukim from Nach that hint to this 

requirement, but it still needs to be explained. 

 Perhaps we can suggest the following. The Purim story is missing the 

ingredient usually necessary to make an incident a yearly event on the Jewish 

calendar, namely a miracle. Nearly every other major and minor Holiday is a 

commemoration of an episode that is miracle-based. By Purim, however, there is no 

miracle; No split sea, no jaw-dropping plagues, no super-natural olive oil. Gornisht 

mit gornisht as my Bobba used to say. But as Yidden we believe that every event, 

even the everyday occurrences, are orchestrated by the Maestro of all Maestros, 

Hashem. And our avodah-job description- in reading the Purim story is to take a 

series of seemingly random events that spanned nine years in history and to realize 

by looking at the total picture that every single step was sequenced in exquisite 

detail by Hashem.  

 But that is not where the avodah of reading the Megillah ends. After we have 

become able to see the Yad Hashem in the complete story, we then have to elevate 

this cognizance to believe that Hashem is present during each individual occurrence 

even before the whole picture is available. Just as in a puzzle, each piece by itself 

is pretty nonsensical but nevertheless there is a supreme trust it is part of a complete 

picture (otherwise you’ll ask Mr Ravensburger for a refund), similarly when things 

happen in our lives, we should trust that Hashem is orchestrating it, even though the 

complete picture is not yet apparent. This is an important plateau for a Jew to reach, 

for unlike the story of Mordechai & Esther that took just nine years allowing most 

people to view a complete tapestry of events, other situations might not be 

completed so rapidly, perhaps not even in our lifetime. And all we will have at our 



disposal may be but a few pieces of a puzzle. In such an event it is vital for a Yid to 

have Bitachon and not believe in randominity or happenstance. 

 Now we can understand why we read the Megillah twice. The first time is an 

exercise in gaining an appreciation of G-d’s Divine Providence through “ah gantze 

Megillah” - a complete story that allows us to trace the Yad Hashem retroactively. 

The second time is for the next level. As we read each individual episode be it 

Vashti’s demise, Bigsan & Seresh’s treason or Haman pacing the sleepless king’s 

courtyard in the wee hours of the Persian night, freeze-frame the incident, isolate it 

from the bigger picture, and trust Hashem’s presence. 

 At the end of the Megillah there is a curious passuk that gives the 

commentaries some consternation. It says “Vayasem hamelech Achashverosh mas 

al ha’aretz ve’Iyay hayam” -” And King Achashverosh placed a tax on the land and 

the islands” (Esther, 10:1). Who cares? Why is this relevant? After all, the Megillah 

story is over, everybody is living happily ever after! 

 Perhaps according to our two tier Purim avodah in Hashgacha Pratis this 

little snippet of information makes perfect sense. We have just read the Megillah, 

and the whole story has been a tutorial of seeing Hashem’s presence. Says the 

Megillah author (see Bava Basra 15a as to who authored the Megillah) “O.K. before 

I sign off, see if you can take it to the next level. Here’s a little exercise for you: I 

am going to give you one isolated incident, little ado about nothing, just some boring 

ho-hum tax information. We want you to try and understand that since we believe 

that nothing is perchance nor coincidental Hashem was behind this, too.”  

 Let us merit this Purim finding Hashem in the story of the Megillah and 

holding Him tight in our lives, never letting go. 
 

 Ah Freilichen Purim to all, 
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