
 

 

 

The Levush writes that on Shabbos we can attain higher 
levels of wisdom as it is a day especially designated for this 
purpose.  Therefore, we should seek ways to increase the 
amount of Torah that we discuss on this holy day. 
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We hope that these Divrei Torah, which are 
designed especially for use during the seudos, 

will בע״ה enhance your Shabbos.  
 

To subscribe or unsubscribe please send an 
email to: 

shemetz.taher@gmail.com 

 

 

 זכור ושמור בדבור אחד נאמרו
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 ַוּיֹאְמרּו ֹּכל ֲאֶׁשר־ִּדֶּבר ד' ַנֲעֶׂשה ְוִנְׁשָמע      [24:7] 
 

 

 

 Issue No: 262 

They said, “All that Hashem has said, we will do and we will hear” 
The Torah describes three different types of shomrim (custodians).  They are a shomer 
chinom, who guards someone else’s property without reward, a shomer sochor, a paid 
guardian, and a sho’el, a borrower.  The Imrei Emes explains that the Torah is describing 
three levels of motivation, which can cause a person to take responsibility for another 
person’s property.  The shomer chinom acts altruistically, desiring nothing more than the 
opportunity to assist another person.  The shomer sochor needs the promise that he will 
accrue some benefit as a result of his helping his fellow man.  The sho’el represents someone 
for whom the promise of reward or payment in due course is insufficient.  His looking after 
the object in question is predicated on his experiencing some advantage throughout the time 
that it is in his possession.  The Imrei Emes goes on to elaborate on this idea in the context 
of bein odom la’Mokom (one’s relationship with Hashem) by reference to the three 
paragraphs of the Shema.  He notes that, in life, a person is a custodian of the talents with 
which Hashem has endowed him.  The first paragraph of the Shema, ve’ohavto es Hashem 
Elokecho (you shall love Hashem your G-d) indicates the loftiest, most selfless level of service 
to Hashem, where there is no ulterior motive whatsoever; there is purely a desire to perform 
the will of Hashem.  Like the shomer chinom, such a person is wholly uninfluenced by any 
recompense that he might ultimately receive for his good deeds.  The second paragraph of 
the Shema speaks of great reward in this world that can flow from the observance of 
Hashem’s mitzvos.  This corresponds, like a shomer sochor, to a person who needs the 
encouragement of a tangible return for his service of Hashem.  The third paragraph of the 
Shema, dealing with the mitzvah of tzitzis alludes to the sho’el, who gains from the actual 
use of the object borrowed.  Thus, a person wearing tzitzis sees them, is constantly reminded 
of all of the mitzvos and is then brought closer to Hashem, thereby enriching his life. 

 

To follow the majority to pervert justice 
The Tzaddik Rav Yitzchok Aryeh Zekel, known as the Ba’al Shem miMichelstadt, was famous from a young age as being an 

ilui (genius).  Word of his brilliance came to the attention of the local duke, who invited him to visit his castle so that he might 
evaluate the young boy.  The castle had an extensive array of rooms and the duke put the boy’s wisdom to the test by 
instructing all of his servants to abandon their posts.  In this way, the duke would gauge the boy’s intellect on the basis of 

how long it would take him to locate the nobleman amongst the endless corridors and vestibules of the castle.  Upon his 

arrival, the boy did not know where to begin; however, since he did indeed have a very sharp mind, he inspected his 
surroundings and noticed that there was only one room where the curtains were drawn.  Seeing this as a sign, he made his 

way to that room and found the duke waiting for him.  “How did you locate me so quickly?” asked the duke, and so … page 2 

 ַאֲחֵרי ַרִּבים ְלַהֹּטת      [23:2]
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They said, “All that Hashem has said, we will do and we will 
hear” 

On the famous Gemoro in Maseches Shabbos [88] that Hashem 
held Har Sinai above the heads of Bnei Yisroel to “force” them 
to accept the Torah, Tosfos queries why this was necessary 
when the people announced to Moshe ְוִנְׁשָמע ַנֲעֶׂשה .  The 
Dubno Maggid answers this query with a moshul.  A father once 
called the doctor to attend to his son, who was unwell.  The 
doctor examined the boy carefully and was about to prescribe 
some medicine for his ailment, when the father whispered in 
the doctor’s ear that his son is somewhat over-indulged and if 
the medication were to taste bitter then he will simply refuse 
to take it.  The doctor, fully appreciating the situation, therefore 
prescribed a sweet-tasting linctus that would cure the young 
patient.  However, the son, thinking that the medication must 
have a nasty taste, refused to open his mouth and his father 
had to force him to swallow the first dose.  A few hours later, 
the rest of the household were amazed when they could hear 
the boy cheerfully calling out “Abba, it’s time for my medicine 
again!”  They could not understand this apparent volte face.  
The boy, sensing the wonderment of his family, explained, “At 
first I thought that the medication must be bitter and I did not 
want to swallow it, but once I actually tasted it and realised that 
it was as sweet as honey, I could not wait for the next 
mouthful!”  This parable explains why, the Maggid concludes, 
the possuk which states  ויתיצבו בתחתית ההר (they stood at the 
bottom of the mountain), upon which the Gemoro is based, 
appears in last week’s parshah, whilst ְוִנְׁשָמע ַנֲעֶׂשה  occurs in this 
week’s. 
 

השבת-ישראל את-ושמרו בני  

השבת-לעשות את  
 

The Arizal says that each Jewish month represents 
 part of a person's head.  The month of Adar 

represents the nose.  A sweet smell, according to the 
Gemoro in Maseches Brochos [44b], gives pleasure not 
to the body but rather to the neshomo.  When Odom 

and Chavo ate from the eitz ha’da’as they used all 
their senses for the aveiro, except their sense of smell.  
Therefore, the sense of smell has a certain purity that 

is unequalled by the others.  It is fitting that for the nes 
(miracle) that took place in the month of Adar, the 

names of both of the heroes of Purim relate to smell.  
Mordechai's name says the Gemoro in Maseches 

Chulin [139b] is hinted at in the name of the 
fragrance used in the ketores (incense) called 
mor d’ror.  Esther's real name, the Megillah 

tells us [2:7], is Hadassah, the sweet 

smelling myrtle tree. 
 

B’nei Yisascher 
 

… the boy explained.  “But what if my servants 

had remained in the castle and confused you by 

telling you I was elsewhere?” queried the duke.  

“I would have been influenced by the majority”, 

answered the young Yitzchok.  “If that is so, then 

why are you an observant Jew, when Jews make 

up such a small minority of the world’s 

population?” challenged the duke.  “My lord 

duke”, replied the boy, “As I can see you sitting 

here in this room, it matters not if your entire 

retinue were to come to tell me that you were 

actually elsewhere, as I would not believe them.  

There is no greater proof of a fact than that 

which I can see with my own eyes.  I would only 

be influenced by a majority opinion as regards a 

doubtful matter, not something that is so 

patently clear.  We Jews may be in the minority, 

but there is no doubt whatsoever about the 

truth of our beliefs!” 

Continued from page 1 

 

 

ַוּיֹאְמרּו ֹּכל ֲאֶׁשר־ִּדֶּבר ד' ַנֲעֶׂשה       [24:7]

 ְוִנְׁשָמע

 


