
 

  )'ל' זמ( אל נא תקברני במצרי�

Please do not bury me in Egypt (47:30). 

The Medrash (Rabbah 96:5) says that when Yaakov Avinu requested from Yosef 

HaTzaddik not to bury him in Egypt he said, "It was for you that I came down to Egypt (in the 

first place). And it was about you I said, "אמותה הפע�", "Now I can die, after having seen your face" (ibid 

46:30).  

The Zera Shimshon asks – that it seems that Yaakov Avinu was giving Yosef two 

arguments why to bury him outside of Egypt. The first one is understood – Yaakov Avinu only 

came to Egypt because of Yosef and after he passed away he did not want to remain there. 

However, the second statement doesn’t seem to be a reason why Yosef should bury Yaakov Avinu 

out of Egypt. What indeed was Yaakov Avinu’s intention when he said - And it was about you I 

said, "אמותה הפע�", "Now I can die, after having seen your face"? As well, why did Yaakov Avinu 

seemingly need two reasons to coerce Yosef HaTzaddik to bury him in Eretz Yisroel? 

The Zera Shimshon explains this based upon the following four introductions. 

1) In reality, Yosef should have gone up to his father once it became known that Yosef 

was still alive, (until then there was a ban imposed by the Shevatim to reveal what happened to 

Yosef). However, since he was the ruler of the country, he was unable to leave his post. This is 

why Yaakov Avinu had to move to Egypt. This, explains the Shach, is the meaning of the passuk 

(ibid 45:9), "Hashem has made me master of all of Egypt. Come down to me". Yosef meant to say, that 

since Hashem has made him the ruler over Egypt, he was not able to come to see his father as 

Halacha would dictate. Therefore, the only option was for Yaakov Avinu to come down to Egypt. 

2) Rashi says (Bereishis 27:29), that the reason why Yaakov Avinu specifically asked Yosef 

to take care of his burial was - because he was the only one who had the ability. 

3) The Zera Berach quotes the Zohar that says that had Yaakov Avinu been buried in 

Egypt, the Jewish people would have never been enslaved by the Egyptians. 

4) The Meforshim write that the only way the Jewish people were able to withstand the 

powers of impurity that presided in Egypt was because Yosef HaTzaddik had withstood his test 

with Potifar's wife. This imbued the Jewish people with the spiritual strength to withstand the 

powerful temptations of Egypt. 

Based on this, the Zera Shimshon now explains the aforementioned Medrash. 

Yaakov Avinu began by telling Yosef that it was because of him that he came down to 

Egypt, since Yosef was the ruler there and was not able to leave Egypt (1). And this is now the 

very reason that Yosef should be able to carry out Yaakov Avinu's wishes and make sure that he 

was not buried in Egypt since it is in Yosef's power, as ruler, to do so (2). 

To this Yosef had a strong counter - if Yaakov Avinu would be buried in Egypt, then the 

Jews would not have to suffer through the terrible bondage (3). So although as ruler, Yosef had 

the authority to take Yaakov Avinu out of Egypt, still for the benefit of the Jewish people, he did 

not want to.  

It was to this claim that Yaakov Avinu said, 'it was about you I said אמותה הפע�, "Now I can 

die, after having seen your face"'. Yaakov Avinu knew that the Jewish people needed to suffer 

through the slave labor in Egypt in order to be purified to be worthy of getting the Torah and 

receiving Eretz Yisroel. However, Yaakov Avinu was concerned that the effect of the bondage 

may weaken the Jewish peoples' resolve to stand steadfast against the lures of the Egyptian 

temptations. However, when Yaakov Avinu saw Yosef HaTzaddik's face, he saw that he had not 

sinned and Yaakov Avinu was now assured that even if the Jews were enslaved, due to Yosef 

Hatzaddik's withstanding of his trial, the Jewish people as a whole would now also be able to 

withstand the trials of Egypt's impurities - even throughout the slavery (4). 

This is what Yaakov Avinu told Yosef to explain to him why he wanted not to be buried 

in Egypt, so that the slave labor could begin and bring the Jewish people to the level they needed 

to be on, and it would only happen if he wasn’t buried in Egypt. And although the slavery would 

break the Jewish people’s spirit, after seeing Yosef HaTzaddik's sinless-face, Yaakov Avinu was 

not concerned that it would be spiritually negative for the Jewish people to be enslaved. 
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Vayechi 
The Zera Shimshon, Rav Shimshon 
Chaim ben Rav Nachmon Michoel 
Nachmani, was born in 5467 
(1706/1707) into an illustrious 
family with great Rabbinical 
lineage. He studied the revealed and 
concealed parts of the Torah by the 
Torah greats of his day.  

He served as Rav of Modena, Pisa, 
Sayna and Rigyov, Italy, and was 
recognized as a holy and pious 
individual, as well as a tremendous 
Torah scholar in all areas of Torah. 
He passed away on the 6th of Elul 
5539 (1779). 

His Seforim were named, Toldos 
Shimshon (The ‘Offspring’ of 
Shimshon) on Pirkei Avos and Zera 
Shimshon (The ‘Seed’ of 
Shimshon) on the Parshi’os of the 
Torah. In his introduction, he 
explains that since his only son had 
died during his lifetime, he wrote 
his Seforim to perpetuate his own 
memory after his passing. 

The following is his passionate 
request to learn his works.  

“I implore of you with ten terms of 
supplication to choose from my 
Chiddushim (novella) the piece that 
finds favor in your eyes, for your 
learning will sooth my soul etc… 

“This righteousness will stand by 
you forever – to ‘eat’ in this world, 
and be satiated in the next. In this 
merit, Hashem will repay you with 
children, health and sustenance. 

“…and now my brothers and 
friends etc. do a true kindness, and 
with your eyes you will see children 
and grandchildren surrounding 
your table, houses filled with all 
that is good, wealth and honor will 
not cease from your children…” 

 לזכר נשמת
ל"צז מיכאל ב� רב נחמ� שמשו� חיי� רבינו  

א"יעז הזרע שמשו�בעל   
ר שיתקיימו בנו ברכותיו של אותו צדיק"ויה  

signup & dedications – zerashimshon@gmail.com 

ImImImImportant:portant:portant:portant:    Although the power 
of Tzaddikim and Torah can indeed 
change nature and many people 
have merited yeshu’os by learning 
the works of the Zera Shimshon, 
one must be aware that not every 
time can a Segula change the course 
of one’s fate. One must realize that 
ultimately, whatever Hashem 
decides is the very best for you !! 
 


