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By Rabbi Dov Keilson 

   

 The joy that envelopes our people as the Yom 

Tov of Succos comes our way is amazing to see and feel. 

It is something that is impossible to express in words. 

One has to experience it on his own. It is important, 

though, before Succos arrives, to prepare not only the 

Succah, but also ourselves, so that we can develop an 

appreciation for what this chag is truly about and thus 

grow from it more fully. Toward that end, this beautiful 

idea will hopefully shed some light on what we should be 

trying to accomplish through the glorious week ahead 

B’ezras Hashem. 

 In his sefer ‘Simchas Torah,’ Rav Simcha 

Schepps Zt’l quotes an amazing Midrash which explains 

the following posuk in Tehillim (16,11): Todiaini orach 

chaim, sova simachos es panecha, n’emos b’yimincha 

netzach - Make known to me the way of life with the 

satisfaction with joys before you, pleasantness is in your 

right hand eternally.   

 “Todiaini orach chaim,” explains the Midrash, 

alludes to Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. “Sova 

Simachos” alludes to Succos. The Midrash continues, 

“Do not read it (the word)‘sova’, rather ‘sheva’, which 

means ‘seven’, hinting to the seven Mitzvos that we do on 

Succos. (four minim, succah, simcha and chagiga). 

“Neimus b’yimincha netzach” When fulfilling all of the 

above, the achievements will remain with the person 

forever. 

 We can B’ezras Hashem possibly explain based 

on these beautiful words as follows: Hashem masterfully 

set up the year in such a way that the inspiration of the 

Yomim Noraim that fills the Jew with enthusiasm is able 

to be concretized into a tangible reality during the joyous 

days of Succos. The "sova (sheva) simachos - satisfaction 

with joy” is the translation of that real hisorerus of Rosh 

Hashonah and Yom Kippur into the many Mitzvos of 

Succos that follow; and it is through the ‘seven’ Mitzvos 

specifically that this ‘satisfaction’ comes through. 

 The inspiration that was thus internalized through 

the Mitzvos of Succos now become a “sweetness within 

the hand forever.” A Jew so infused can carry that great 

catapult of inspiration from the month of Tishrei into the 

long winter that follows.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Energized by the kedusha of the chain of holy 

days that began the Jewish year, every Jew now has the 

ability to infuse the mundane to become a force of 

holiness. 

 Rav Schepps uses one of the most celebrated 

avodos of Succos as an example of this principle; nisuch 

hamayim - the libation of water. Water, he explains, 

although a great necessity does not have taste and is not 

very high in monetary value. This simple material is 

taken and poured onto the holy mizbeiach on the Yom 

Tov of Succos as an offering to Hakodosh Boruch Hu. At 

that time, there is a tremendous celebration by the entire 

Jewish Nation. 

 Rav Schepps explains: This avodah is meant to 

make us aware of our greatest avodah in this world, 

namely to raise the mundane to spiritual heights. When 

we see how a simple material such as water can be raised 

up to become one of the holiest and joyous avodos on the 

Jewish calendar, it is meant to ignite us with a true 

appreciation of what our job is once this glorious Yom 

Tov is behind us: To take Tishrei and use its fire to light 

up the rest of the year. To take the holiness of Rosh 

Hashonah and Yom Kippur, translate it into the joy of 

Mitzvos in the week of Succos and Simchas Torah, and 

carry it into the winter ahead; to make it a year of 

spiritual achievement, a year of bringing up the mundane 

on the mizbeach of Hashem Yisborach.   

 With the above thoughts in mind, we can enter 

the walls of our Succos knowing our mission clearly: To 

live and to dance with the joy of our acquired Yomim 

Noraim holiness, and then to take both the holiness and 

the joy back into our homes after Succos ends. To warm 

the winter, spring, and summer days to follow, Bezras 

Hashem, with the holiness and spiritual fires lit up during 

these precious Yomim Tovim…BSD  

 

 

 

Divrei Torah and Mussar on the Yomim Tovim             

AAAllliiiyyyooosss   RRReeefffoooeeelll   ZZZeeevvv   


