
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Something for Nothing –פרשת ואתחנן

 

 בס''ד

 לר''ש 

 יעקב בן שרה לאה

)ג' כג'(ָוֶאְתַחַנן ֶאל ה' ָבֵעת ַהִהוא   
 

 

And I davened to Hashem at that time 
 

On the word ָוֶאְתַחַנן Rashi tells us from Chazal that Moshe davened in the way of Tzadikim. 
Meaning, that even though he could have Davened for his request to be answered because 
of the good deeds that he had done; he Davened to Hashem that he should be answered 
just as a free gift from Him. 

The question is, why is this way of Davening so great that it is the way of Tzadikim? 

Imagine a man who comes into a shop to buy something and instead of paying for the 
goods, he asks for a favour from the shopkeeper, “Please can I have these goods for free?”  

Is that greatness?? Isn’t it a greater Tefilah when someone actually davens to Hashem for 
something because he has done such great deeds and feels therefore that he deserves it? 
Why is it better to just come along and ask, “Please can I have this for free?” 

If Davening would be a business transaction then this would be a valid point. But Tefilah is 
not about giving anything to Hashem - in fact Hashem already knows full well what we need 
and what we want without us even having to ask for it! 

The purpose of Davening is purely to build our relationship with Him because for any 
relationship to work - there has to be constant communication. 

In this, the way of Tzadikim is different to the way of average people because they feel 
closer to Hashem, as we will explain. 

Normally, when two people share a genuine and close connection, one person does not feel 
bad to ask the other one for a free favour since he is confident in the strength of their 
relationship. However, if their connection was only surface level, a person would think twice 
before he justifies his request for a free favour. 

A true sign of shared love is when one can ask of another for something and offer nothing in 
return.  

Tzadikim feel so close to Hashem and they know that He too loves us. Therefore, their 
Davening is a sign of greatness because they feel that they can Daven for something and 
offer nothing in return. 

We should never hesitate from Davening to Hashem for all our needs. And we should learn 
from the way that the Tzadikim Daven that our relationship with Hashem is truly strong and 
deep enough to justify all our requests, even if we feel that we don’t deserve them. 

A couple in Beit Shemesh were really trying to make ends meet but despite their best efforts 
they began to fall into debt. Very quickly they had amounted debts of thousands of dollars. 
Desperate for some advice they went to speak with their Rov. 

“Maybe you could ask your father for some help?” the Rov suggested helpfully after hearing 
their plight. 

“I don’t have a father,” the woman replied tearfully. “He was Niftar when I was very young.” 

The Rov nodded in understanding. “But in that case you have our Merciful Father in heaven 
who takes the place of your father and He looks after all his children very well! So just ask 
Him for help!” 

The woman looked uncomfortable with this idea; it seemed strange to talk to Hashem so 
normally like that. The Rov encouraged her and the couple left his house. 

A few days later he received a call. The lady’s Tefilos had been answered! A major mistake in 
their USA tax returns meant that they were owed thousands of dollars in pay out. And yes, 
the total that they were owed in tax returns was exactly the same amount of money that 
they were in debt! 

 

 

 


