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 תולדתפרשת 
 

ֵיף ֶדה ְוהּוא עָּ ו ִמן ַהשָּ ֹבא ֵעשָּ ֶזד ַיֲעֹקב נִָּזיד ַויָּ   ַויָּ
“Yaakov cooked lentils, and Eisav came in from the field and he was 

exhausted” (25:29) 

The Midrash records the following conversation that took place 

between Eisav and Yaakov:  Eisav saw Yaakov’s lentils and asked why he 

was making them.  Yaakov told him that he was cooking lentils because 

their grandfather Avraham had died.  (Lentils are a food traditionally fed to 

mourners because their circular shape represents the circle of life and the 

cycle of generations.)  Eisav then commented that Hashem’s judgment 

eventually caught up with Avraham, who had been a prophet and a righteous 

man.  If so, reasoned Eisav, it must be that there is no reward for good deeds 

and that the revival of the dead will never actually take place.   

Etz Yosef explains that Eisav misread the situation because he was 

assessing it based on his mistaken perception of life in this world.  To Eisav, 

the ultimate success in this world is physical comfort and a long life.  

Rabbeinu Bachya explains that Eisav’s name Edom is derived from the word 

“adama,” “earth.”  Eisav was completely preoccupied with this world and its 

pleasures, giving no thought to loftier spiritual values.  By these standards, 

Avraham got the short end of the stick in that he lived a much shorter life 

than Adam, Noach and the people of previous generations.  If the saintly 

Avraham did not have a “good life,” then it must be that there is no reward 

or punishment based on a person’s deeds.  However, we know that the 

ultimate purpose of life is only realized in the world to come and a person’s 

fate in this world is not a reflection of his character.   

Rabbi Friedman notes that Eisav’s view of Avraham’s death is 

reminiscent of the story in Chullin 142a about Elisha ben Avuyah, also 

known as Acheir, and his defection from Torah.  Acheir witnessed a child 

following his father’s directive to climb up to a nest and take the young after 

sending away the mother bird.  As the boy descended, he fell off the ladder 

and died.  Acheir noted that the Torah promises long life for both mitzvos 

that the boy had fulfilled, honoring parents and sending away the mother 
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bird, but he had died in the process of performing them.  Therefore, he 

decided that this episode refuted the truth of Torah.   However, the Gemara 

records an explanation of Acheir’s grandson, Rav Yaakov, that the “long 

life” which the Torah mentions is in the world to come, the true life.  The 

Gemara says that had Acheir known the teaching of his grandson, he would 

not have erred.  

It is common for a person to be confronted with a situation that he 

does not understand and arrive at the wrong conclusions, just as Eisav 

looked at what was happening around him with the wrong perspective.  It is 

important to seek guidance to arrive at clarity and understanding of difficult 

and challenging events.  If we try to interpret things as they see them without 

a proper Torah explanation, it can lead us in the wrong direction. 

 

שָּ  ם ָאִביו ַוְיַסְתמּום ַויָּ הָּ ְפרּו ִביֵמי ַאְברָּ ק ַוַיְחֹפר ֶאת ְבֵאֹרת ַהַמִים ֲאֶשר חָּ ב ִיְצחָּ
ֶהן ָאִביו א לָּ רָּ ֶהן ֵשמֹות ַכֵשֹמת ֲאֶשר קָּ א לָּ ם ַוִיְקרָּ הָּ   ְפִלְשִתים ַאֲחֵרי מֹות ַאְברָּ

“Yitzchak dug anew the wells of water which they had dug in the days 

of Avraham his father and the Pelishtim had stopped up after 

Avraham’s death; and he called them by the same names that his father 

had called them” (26:18) 

 Rabbeinu Bachya writes that Yitzchak re-opened his Avraham’s wells 

to honor his father by maintaining the work that he had done during his 

lifetime.  We learn from Yitzchak’s actions that a person may not change the 

ways of his fathers.  Yitzchak went so far as to preserve the names of his 

father’s wells, which seems like an insignificant detail.  Nevertheless, he 

recognized that these names were surely meaningful, even if he did not 

understand them.  Certainly we should be careful not to deviate from the 

ways of our fathers.  Yitzchak was the only one of the Avos that did not get 

a new name.  Perhaps because he was so meticulous about preserving the 

names of his father’s wells, the name that his father gave him was the 

appropriate one for him to accomplish his task in his life. 

Rabbeinu Bachya provides a second explanation which is homiletic 

rather than a literal understanding.  The wells are a metaphor for the people 

that Avraham converted to monotheism.  Avraham “dug these wells” and 

opened their hearts to the truth.  After he died, the Pelishtim “stopped up 
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these wells,” closing their hearts off and filling their hearts with their former 

worthless ideology.  Eventually, Yitzchak emerged as a successor to his 

father and “dug the wells anew,” helping them return to the pure state that 

they had reached with the help of Avraham.   

 

יו ְבִני  ֹדל ַוֹיאֶמר ֵאלָּ ו ְבנֹו ַהגָּ א ֶאת ֵעשָּ ָּ ֵעינָּיו ֵמְרֹאת ַוִיְקרָּ ק ַוִתְכֶהין ֵקן ִיְצחָּ ַוְיִהי ִכי זָּ
יו ִהֵנִני   ַוֹיאֶמר ֵאלָּ

“And it was when Yitzchak had become old, and his eyes dimmed from 

seeing, that he summoned Esav, his older son, and said to him: My son.  

And he said to him: Here I am” (27:1) 

Why did Yitzchak suffer from blindness?  The Midrash Tanchuma 

says that Yitzchak became blind in order so that Yaakov should be able to 

deceive him and receive the blessings.  The Chofetz Chaim quotes the 

midrash which says that Yitzchak asked for pain in this world and Hashem 

agreed that it was a proper request and therefore Yitzchak was the first to 

suffer a loss of vision.  Why is pain a good thing?  When a person does a 

good deed, it creates a defending angel and when he does a bad deed, it 

creates a prosecuting angel.  The angels' power depends on how much 

energy and desire was put into these actions.  When a person has difficulties, 

his mitzvos carry more weight because they were harder to do.  They will 

cause his mitzvos to outweigh his aveiros.  When a person realizes this, he 

appreciates the difficulties in life.  Yitzchak knew that people always need 

extra merits.  He asked for a tradeoff by which he would earn more merits 

for his good deeds in the world to come in exchange for suffering a bit more 

in this world. 
 

ה  ֲאַרִמי ֲאִחי ִרְבקָּ ן ֶבן ְבתּוֵאל הָּ בָּ ם ֶאל לָּ ק ֶאת ַיֲעֹקב ַוֵיֶלְך ַפֶדנָּה ֲארָּ ַוִיְשַלח ִיְצחָּ
ו   ֵאם ַיֲעֹקב ְוֵעשָּ

“Yitzchak sent Yaakov and he went to Padan Aram, to Lavan the son of 

Besuel the Aramean, the brother of Rivkah, the mother of Yaakov and 

Eisav” (28:5) 

Why does the Torah add here that Rivkah was “the mother of Yaakov 

and Eisav”?  Rashi comments, “I do not know what this teaches us.”  This 

simple statement conveys a profound lesson to us.  Sometimes it is okay to 
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admit that we do not know something.  If Rashi was comfortable saying that 

he did not understand a posuk, we have no need to feel ashamed to admit 

that we do not know something.   

Chizkuni explains that, at the conclusion of the story about the 

blessings, the Torah reminds us that Rivkah was the mother of Yaakov and 

Eisav to tell us that her actions were with the best intentions for both of them 

in mind.  The simple understanding of the Chizkuni’s explanation is in the 

narrow context of this posuk, when Rivkah and Yitzchak sent Yaakov away 

to Lavan’s house.  This was for the benefit of both sons, ensuring that Eisav 

did not harm Yaakov and that Yaakov did not harm Eisav in self-defense. 

Rabbi Friedman suggests that we can understand how Rivkah’s 

actions throughout this story were for Eisav’s benefit Eisav based on the 

Malbim’s introduction to the chapter.  The Malbim explains that Yitzchak 

wanted to give Eisav blessings of materialism so that he could be the 

Zevulun to Yaakov’s Yissachar, supporting Yaakov’s Torah study.  

However, Rivkah realized that Eisav was not capable of being the Zevulun 

in this relationship because he was not up to the task.  He was so far 

removed from Torah values that he would never have used his blessings to 

support Yaakov and his life of Torah.  She did not want to assign Eisav a job 

that he could not handle.  Eisav was failing at enough as it was without 

having this additional responsibility.  With this understanding, she ensured 

that Yaakov would get the blessings and free Eisav from a responsibility that 

he would never have been able to live up to.  With this perspective of the 

entire story, we can understand why the Chizkuni felt that Rivkah’s actions 

were for the benefit of both Yaakov and Eisav.   

Our lot in life is our assigned task from Hashem.  If we fail, then we 

will have to answer for that one day.  At the same time, we know that 

Hashem treats us as a loving parent treats his child.  Just as Rivkah did not 

want Eisav to have a job that he could not fulfill, Hashem does not assign us 

a lot in life that we cannot handle.  The fact that Hashem gave us a task 

means that it is doable.  This knowledge should help us as we face the daily 

challenges in our lives.   
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