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   HILCHOS KIDUSH LEVANA   

 

…Continued from previous week 

 

1) After the set of verses which are repeated three times are concluded, various other 

Pesukim are recited: Kol Dodi Hinei Zeh Ba...(Shir Hashirim 2:8 and 9), Shir LaMa'alos 

Esa Einai El HeHarim...(Tehilim 121), Helelukah Halelu Kel B'Kadsho...(Tehilim 

150) (Mogen Avrohom Siman 426:10. See Siddur for entire text) 

 

The reason for the aforementioned Pesukim being added to the text of Kiddush Levana 

is either that they mention the moon and other celestial bodies, which are a testament 

to the strength of Hashem, or they directly make mention of the strength of 

Hashem.(See Biur Halacha Siman 426:2 Dibur Hamaschil U'Mevarech M'Umad) 

 

2) Upon completing Kiddush Levana, it is the prevalent custom to recite the Tefilah of 

"Aleinu L'Shabeach L'Adon Hakol...". One reason given for this is that this Tefilah was 

composed by Yehoshua Bin Nun upon conquering Yericho, and the Talmud (Bava Basra 

75a) teaches us that [Moshe's face was akin to the sun and] Yehoshua's face was akin 

to the moon, thus we honor our great master Yehoshua by reciting his prayer in 

conjunction with the blessing of the moon. (See Eliya Rabbah Siman 132:3) 

 

Another reason cited for reciting "Aleinu", which ends with the words 'Ki Hashem Hu 

HaElokim...Ain Od, for Hashem He is G-d...there is none other', is to demonstrate that 

our praying and dancing during Kiddush Levana was not "to" the moon, Chas 

V'Shalom, rather it was a demonstration of our recognizing the strength of Hashem 

who created the moon and lights up the world according to His will. (See Biur Halacha 

ibid. According to this reason it would seem that the second paragraph of "V'Al Kein Nekaveh..." 

need not be said.) 

 

Some people (including many Sephardim) do not have this custom and refrain from 

saying "Aleinu"; every individual should follow the custom of their family and/or 

congregation. (See Chida in Moreh Etzba Siman 190 and Kaf HaChaim Siman 426:47) 
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3) The Shulchan Aruch (Siman 426:4) rules that Kiddush Levana should not be recited 

until seven days have passed from the Molad (the rebirth of the new moon, in 

Yerushalayim) (This ruling is based on deep Kabbalistic writings, and those who follow 

Kabbalistic rulings are indeed careful to wait the complete seven days. See Yesod V'Shoresh 

H'Avoda Sha'ar 9, Perek 1, Aruch HaShulchan Siman 426:13 in the brackets, Kaf HaChaim 

Siman 426:61 and Shu"t Chasam Sofer Orach Chaim Siman 102) 

 

4) However, most Poskim (including the Bach, Mogen Avrohom, Taz, Pri Chadash and 

others) maintain that once three full days have passed from the Molad, Kiddush Levana 

may be recited, and the Mitzvah should not be pushed off until after seven days. (See 

Mishna Berura Siman 426:20 and Sha'ar HaTziyun Os 18). However, if the third day falls out 

during the week, many Poskim rule that it is proper to wait until Motzaei 

Shabbos. (Mishna Berura ibid.) 

 

Other Poskim, including the Gaon of Vilna, maintain that once three days have passed 

it should be said at the earliest possible opportunity and not even be pushed off until 

Motzaei Shabbos.(ibid. See also Halichos Shlomo; Rosh Chodesh: Perek 1:27 that even one 

who usually waits seven days, may recite it L'Chatchila after three days in the event that he has 

a valid concern that he will be unable to do it later.) 

 

In the winter months and in the rainy seasons it is definitely praiseworthy to try and 

recite Kiddush Levana at the earliest possible time. (Mishna Berura ibid.) 

 

 
…To be Continued Next  Week B’Ezras Hashem 
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