
 

 

 

 

 

You are children to Hashem… 

It says in the weekly portion Metzora that a Jew who speaks badly about another will be stricken with leprosy 

and will have to live outside the camp, as it says, “All the days the lesion is upon him, he shall remain unclean. 

He is unclean; he shall dwell isolated; his dwelling shall be outside the camp” (Vaikra 13:46).  Leprosy is a 

spiritual disease. 

Hashem understands that even though we are not always careful and make mistakes, we don’t want to break 

Torah laws on purpose.  That’s why at first leprosy spreads on the walls of the house, then on person’s clothes, 

and only then on his body.  And each time a person had to go to the cohen and ask whether his stains were 

spiritually unclean or not. 

This was done in order to give a person opportunity to repent, to return to Hashem, and prevent getting leprosy 

in its highest form.  However, if the person didn’t regret his sin, he became impure and had to leave his dwelling. 

We need to understand why he had to receive such horrible punishment.  Let’s do that with the help of the 

following story: 

Around 150 years ago there lived a great Rabbi, author of the book “Ohr Hameir” – The Shining Light.   That’s 

what people used to call him, and it was the most becoming name for him.  A story is told that once he stayed 

over in a motel.  The owner, realizing the honor of housing such a guest, gave him the best room in the house.  

The room had a clock.  In the middle of the night the owner woke up to the sound of footsteps coming from the 

guest’s room.  He worried that something happened, and ran to check.   

--Rebbe, is something the matter?  Why isn’t Rebbe sleeping? – He asked. 

--Nothing terrible happened, - calmed him the Rebbe. – Tell me, did this clock belong to Seer from Lublin? 

--Yes, - answered the owner. – As a matter of fact, his son stopped here, and he had nothing to pay with for his 

stay.  So he left me this clock.  It is not letting Rebbe sleep?  And how did the Rebbe know about it? 

--You see, there are two types of clocks.  One type – clock that counts the time that passed.   Each ticking marks 

how much closer a person is to dying.  With such thoughts there is nothing left but to go to sleep.  That’s not the 

case with my teacher’s clock.  It’s ticking marks how much closer we are getting to the coming of Mashiach.  

How can I fall asleep?  I am enjoying every moment. 

One time Ohr Hameir told his coachman to travel to a certain city that he hasn’t been to before.  City leaders 

found out that such a great tsaddik came to visit them, and came out to welcome him.  Rebbe told them that he 
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was looking for a particular person.  Then he spotted him standing by a tree.  City leaders were bewildered.  

“Rebbe, this is Moshe – a thief and a villain.  Don’t have anything to do with him!”   

But rebbe didn’t pay any attention to them, and started arranging a shidduch for their children.  City leaders 

tried to do everything in their power to prevent such a match.  Then rebbe made a deal.  He offered to bring 20 

children to the room, and then see who they will run toward.  Sure enough, they all ran to this Jew.  Ohr Hameir 

finalized the shidduch. 

Before the wedding he visited a widow of the former chief Rabbi of this city, reb Boruch Asher.  Every Jew was 

righteous in his eyes. 

Rebbetzin told Ohr Hameir that one time city leaders came to her husband and asked to curse this man Moshe.  

Her husband led them to the basement, showed them a vessel filled with liquid and said, “This vessel is filled 

with the tears I shed for the past 20 years, begging Hashem to be able to see only good in other people.  Now 

you want me to forget about my tears just because you think he is a thief?”  He also told his wife that the man 

was really innocent.  It’s just that someone didn’t like him and began telling tales, and soon after everyone 

started spitting at him and making fun.  One time they even tied him to a carriage and dragged around the 

streets.  But really he did nothing wrong, he was a holy man, but no one knew about it.  A day will come when a 

big Rabbi will come and arrange the shidduch with his family. 

Many times we find reasons to accuse others, but we are not sure whether the reasons are real or not.  When 

we were in Egypt, on the second to last level of impurity, Hashem said, “You are children to your Hashem”, and 

He took us out with His Strong Hand. 

No matter who we’ve become, we remain Hashem’s children.  For Him, like for any father, there is nothing 

worse than to hear how His children speak against each other, embarrass each other, and in this way separate 

from one another.  Just like this kind of person makes Jews separate from one another, so, measure for 

measure, he receives the punishment of being separated from everyone.  Many times we feel distant from 

others and try to avoid them.  Maybe it’s the same leprosy because we mistreated others, and we need to think 

about it and do teshuva. 

We are in this Galus until now, spread around the whole world, because we are distant from one another.  We 

have to try with all our might to restore peace among ourselves, because only this way, when we are close with 

others, we show Hashem that we are one family.  And if we are all one family, then we have One Father, One 

Hashem, and this is the greatest sanctification of His Name, and because of that He will take us out from this 

Exile very soon! 

Wishing You All A Uplifting Shabbos! 
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