
פרשת שמיני  
The Ultimate Peace-Maker  

We see in this week's פרשה that אהרן 
finished the עבודה yet Hashem didn't 
reveal Himself. רש״י explains that אהרן 
thought that Hashem was upset at him 
and he felt embarrassed. He asked his 
brother משה why he caused him the 
embarrassment of being 'ignored' by 
Hashem. משה then joined אהרן and 
davened to Hashem to reveal Himself 
and only then did Hashem reveal 
Himself.  

We see that אהרן was bothered by the 
fact that maybe Hashem was upset at 
him and ashamed that this was 
happening to him. But by משה davening 
to Hashem and being answered 
doesn ' t so lve any of Aharon 's 
difficulties. How did Moshe's actions 
help אהרן?  

We see further in the פרשה that 
Aharon's reaction to the death of his 
two sons was וידם אהרן. He was 
obviously quiet in his response. Why 
then does the תורה use the word וידם? it 
should have stated וישתק אהרן.  

We see in פרקי אבות פרק א׳ that Aharon 
was אֹוֵהב ָׁשלֹום וְרֹוֵדף ָׁשלֹום, אֹוֵהב אֶת ַהְּבִרּיֹות 

 teaches us that משנה The .ּוְמָקְרָבן לַּתֹוָרה
one needs to strive to emulate Aharon.  

Change doesn't happen in a vacuum. 
Hashem created the world to function 
with משפיע-מקבל. For any change to 
happen there has to be someone 
affecting the change and another 
accepting it. A tree needs water to 
grow; the water is the משפיע and the 
tree is the מקבל. A Rabbi is a משפיע and 
the student is the מקבל. A Rabbi needs 
to be on that level or have that specific 
 for him to affect the change in his מדה
students.  

 in essence is one changing חינוך
himself thus affecting change in his 
children. A parent cannot expect a 
child to have or work on a מדה that he 
himself isn't working on or doesn't 
even have it. If one is trying to educate 
his children it starts with him and only 
then can he be משפיע to his children 
and daven to Hashem that his children 
are מקבל and change for the better.  

How does one achieve peace? How 
does one live in peace with the people 
around him? The גמרא says that every 
person's mind is different than the 
other. This means that nobody thinks 
alike. One, most likely finds himself 
surrounded with people who have 
different opinions than himself. How 



does one achieve a consensus of 
opinion at home, in Shul, or in the 
workplace? Everyone thinks that his 
opinion is the correct one.  

The only way that one can achieve 
peace is by realizing that Hashem 
created everyone as an individual with 
their own opinion: his isn't the only 
correct one. Also, there are specific 
areas where others are more important 
and more needed than him. Every Yid 
has something exclusively special that 
no one else in this world has. Hashem 
therefore finds the beauty in every 
single Yid no matter how low of a level 
he's at.  

 כלל of משפיע as we know, was the אהרן
 How did he achieve .שלום for ישראל
that? He had to connect people of 
different mindsets, levels, and cultures 
which is extremely difficult.  

In the story of this week's פרשה we see 
that אהרן worked and achieved the 
a b i l i t y o f g i v i n g s p a c e a n d 
acknowledging others. We see that he 
accepted the fact that he needed the 
help of משה. Hashem only then 
r e v e a l e d h i m s e l f . I t w a s t h e 
acceptance of  אהרן that brought about 
the revelation of Hashem in His home - 
the משכון. Hashem gave this נסיון to אהרן 

so that he can achieve this level and 
be משפיע to others.  

The next level that אהרן achieved was 
complete ביטל. It is amazing when one 
wants to respond negatively to 
someone and he doesn't. It is even 
greater that one doesn't even feel a 
need to respond because he believes 
its all from Hashem and its all good.  

The word the תורה uses to describe the 
reaction of אהרן is וידם. It's similar to 
level of דומם - the lowest of the four 
levels. His reaction was like that of a 
rock - no reaction. אהרן was on such a 
level of ביטל that he didn't even need to 
keep quiet. He didn't have a desire to 
talk at all and complain.  

We now understand why אהרן was 
given these נסיונות; Hashem gave him 
the ability to work on himself. אהרן was 
now able to truly be the משפיע of כלל 
 He had the true .שלום for ישראל
understanding that others are as 
important as himself. אהרן also knew 
that every person was created by 
Hashem with something special and 
unique. Above all he had the highest 
level of ביטל which enabled him to 
accept from and others who were 
different than him.  

א גוט שבת


