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 ישראל יהודה

       Great Salvation! 
The Zohar tells us that Hoshana Rabba is  סיומא

מבי מלכאדדינא דעלמא ופתקין נפקין  ; the end of the judgement 
of the world and the decisions of judgements come forth 
from the house of the king.1 Through Tefila we can save 
ourselves. Indeed, it is for this reason that we have many 
Tefilos in the Hoshana Rabba davening. To even the 
lowest of Jews who may feel they have no hope does this 
apply and as it says דלותי ולי יהושיע; even those who are 
low can have a salvation.2 Where do we find an indication 
of this? תפלה לעני כי יעטף

3 - even a Jew who feels like he is 
an עני; impoverished in spirituality, can be saved if he 
wraps himself in Tefila.  
 

This is shown to us in Hoshana Rabba as it is the 
day of the Arava.4 The Midrash5 tells us that the Arava 
signifies a Jew that has no Torah or Maasim Tovim. So, 
even he can daven on this day,6 as this is what the Arava 
refers to- the lips.7 Through using the power of his mouth 
with Tefila, he can be saved.8 In fact, Hoshana Rabba is 
the Ushpizin of Dovid Hamelech- the one who expresses 
 With this, explains the Sefas Emes,10 we can 9.ואני תפלה
grasp why it is called הושענה רבה since even the lowest of 
Jews can be saved on this day (as הושענה רבה means great 
salvation)!   
************************************************   
                A Secluded Shemini Atzeres 

The Gemara teaches that 70 bulls are offered as 
Korbonos on Succos corresponding to the 70 nations 
whereas on Shemini Atzeres only one bull is offered 
corresponding to the Jewish people. The Gemara gives 
the analogy of a king that asked his servants to prepare a 
big banquet. When it came to the final day of the banquet 
he said to his beloved companion  עשה לי סעודה קטנה כדי

 prepare for me a small meal so that I enjoy ;שאהנה ממך
your company.11 This seems difficult to comprehend since 

                                                           
1 Zohar Tzav 31a. See Arizal in Shaar Hakavanos, Succos, 8. For this 
reason we beat the Arava on this day as it is to sweeten up the 
judgement.  
2 Tehillim 116:6 
3 Tehillm 102:1 
4 See Orach Chaim 664:4  
5 Vayikra Rabba 30:12 
6 An allusion to this is found in הר יקראו (Devarim 33:19)- as הר is an 
acronym for הושענה רבה- since on this day we should especially call out to 
Hashem.   
7 Zohar 3, 32a, Sefer HaChinuch, 324.  
8 A hint to this is shown in the Gematria of (277) ערבה as it is identical to 
that of עזר; help, since even an “ערבה” Jew can be helped.   
9 Tehillim 109:4. ערבה is related to תערובת; mixture, because even a low 
Jew can change his destiny on this day and attach himself to Hashem. 
Then we can say about him that he is sweet and pleasant in his ways as 
this is what ערבה can mean as in והערב נא.      
10 Succos, תרמ, s.v. ערבה 
11 Succa 55b 

for a beloved friend, it shouldn’t be a small meal, rather a 
most magnificent feast?12

 

      
Shemini Atzeres is a day of such unity and 

oneness with Hashem. This is shown in the fact that on 
Succos there are 70 Korbonos offered whereas on 
Shemini Atzeres there is just one- for us and Hashem- 
since on this day we are unified with Hashem. This is 
similar to that which we see by Yosef when he revealed 
himself to his brothers as everyone else was removed 
from the vicinity.13 Likewise, on Shemini Atzeres it is just 
us and Hashem, without any presence of the nations of 
the world.  

 

The Meor Einayim tells us that all of the service 
that we do in this month- Rosh Hashana, Yom Kippur, 
Shofar, Succa and Lulav is all for Shemini Atzeres where 
we are secluded with Hashem with complete oneness.14 
In light of what we mentioned, we can answer our 
question as סעודה קטנה expresses the idea that it should be 
quick as Hashem says I don’t want the Seuda to be 
extended since I want to take pleasure in you yourself-  כדי

  15!שאהנה ממך
   

Shemini Atzeres- the 8th day- is a day when we 
rise above the physical dimension as this is what the 
number 8 represents. The greatness of this day is 
demonstrated by an explanation given by the Koznitzer 
Magid. He explains that  גדול יום הגשמים...יותר מיום שניתנה בו

 it is greater than the day on which the Torah was 16;תורה
given, refers to Shemini Atzeres- the day we recite  תפלת

  the Tefila for rain.17 ;גשם
************************************************    

                 Unity For Another Day 
Rashi tells us that Shemini Atzeres is the idea of 

 your departing is difficult for me.18 This ;קשה עלי פרידתכם
seems difficult to comprehend since we always have a 
connection to Hashem?   
  

One theme of Succos is unity. Indeed, it is called 
 means gather, a term used for unity. This אסף 19.חג האסיף
idea is also shown to us in the Midrash20 that states that 
the 4 species of the Lulav represent the 4 types of Jews- 
those with… תורה and תורה ,טובים מעשים without מעשים

 .מעשים טובים or תורה no ,מעשים טובים but have תורה no ,טובים
Taking the 4 species and shaking them together displays 
unity.  
    

So, after the Yom Tov of Succos, the unity 
dissipates. That is hard for Hashem- קשה עלי, the 
separation of Jews- פרידתכם.  
  

In this way we can explain the episode with the 
non-Jew who came to Hillel and said convert me on 

                                                           
12 Bnei Yissoschar Tishrei 13:1 
13 Breishis 45:1. See Zohar 1, 208b. 
14 Meor Einayim, Haazinu, s.v. שור. See Zohar 3, 214b. 
15 With this we can explain the word עצרת; stop- since it is a day of being 
together with Hashem.  
16 Taanis 7a 
17 Avodas Yisrael, Shemini Atzeres. Pri Tzadik Shemini Atzeres, 35, 37  
18  Vayikra 23:36 
19 Shemos 23:16 
20 Vayikra Rabba 30:12 
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condition that you will teach me the entire Torah when I 
stand על רגל אחת; on one foot.21 Hillel responded  מאן דעלך

 that which you hate don’t do to others. Another ;סני וגו'
explanation is that רגל אחת refers to Shemini Atzeres 
which is dubbed רגל בפני עצמו; a Yom Tov unto itself.22 The 
response of 'מאן דעלך סני וגו is an appropriate reply as it is a 
phrase that relates to unity.  
***********************************************   
       Taking It With Us 
 The Midrash enlightens us with the phrase פתחו לי

...פתח של מחט ; open your heart to do Teshuva as the eye of 
a needle and Hashem will make it a lot bigger.23 The Alter 
of Navardok asks during the days of Yomim Noraim, 
everyone gets a התעוררות; an awakening, whether on Rosh 
Hashana, during Neilah or any other time. So how is it 
that a little while after the Yomim Noraim he reverts back 
to his old self? 

 

Often times, one has an awakening and is 
unaffected by it. This is because when we have an 
awakening we need to make it tangible since inspiration 
is only temporary. This is how the Ramban interprets אם

תעוררו את האהבה עד שתחפץ
24- if one has an awakening of 

'אהבת ה , it is nothing until he makes it concrete- עד שתחפץ 
as תחפץ is from the word חפץ; an object, that which is 
concrete. An example of this is if one decides not to 
speak Lashon Hara, he needs to learn שמירת הלשון every 
day as it is insufficient to just decide. “People don’t plan 
to fail, they fail to plan.” In this light, the Satmar Rebbe 
interpreted כל תורה שאין עמה מלאכה סופו בטילה- if an exercise 
doesn’t accompany one’s Torah then סופו בטילה. 
 

The following story was told over in a taxi by the 
driver to R’ Chatzkel Levenstein as he was one of those 
that were there. There were a group of Israelis that were 
in an African jungle in which a boa constrictor snake 
began to wrap itself around one of them. Although they 
were secular, they knew Shema Yisrael and upon saying 
it, the snake unraveled itself off the victim thereby saving 
him. That person became a Baal Teshuva as he saw the 
hand of Hashem so clearly. R’ Chatzkel then inquired and 
asked the driver how come he didn’t become a Baal 
Teshuva. His response: because it didn’t happen to me! 
   

An example of the opposite is also shown to us. 
After the first Makka, we are told  ויפן פרעה ויבא אל ביתו ולא

 Paroh turned away and came to his house and he ;שת לבו
didn’t pay attention to the Makka of 25.דם The order 
seems to be in the reverse since it should first say  לבו ולא  

 since he didn’t pay attention to the ויפן and then שת
Makka and then he went towards his house? The Makka 
of דם was astounding and therefore gave פרעה an 
awakening. However, to make sure it wouldn’t have an 
impression on him he turned to his house immediately 
after the Makka, thereby diverting his mind and therefore 

                                                           
21 Shabbos 31a 
22 Succa 47a. The Satmar Rebbe on Simchas Torah would dance until he 
had no more strength left. He was asked how he was able to dance to 
such an extreme especially after his intense Avoda of the Yomim Noraim 
and Hoshana Rabba. He replied that it is a רגל בפני עצמו, Hashem gives a 
new foot that he can dance with on this day. 
23 Shir Hashirim Rabba 5 
24 Shir Hashirim 3:5. Ramban in 19 ,אמונה ובטחון 
25 Shemos 7:23 

 Many times when we have an awakening we may .ולא שת
do the same by getting distracted with our cell phone, 
computer or other gadgets.  
  

To answer our original question we need to 
realize there are two kinds of holes- that which is 
permanent and that which is temporary. The Midrash 
uses the example of an opening of a needle- a permanent 
opening. People revert back to who they were because 
they make their opening like that of a piercing- that which 
is temporary as it closes up. If they would take a קבלה 
upon themselves when they get their התעוררות, their 
awakening would be permanent like the eye of a needle. 
To do this, the קבלה should be in small and attainable 
steps just as the hole of a needle is small, but lasting.   
************************************************ 
                            Nothing But The Truth 

Being that the ב-א  begins with an א, why does the 
Torah start with a ב? 

 

The Pasuk says  אמתראש דברך ; your first utterance 
is 26.אמת This is shown to us in the first words of the 
Torah- ראש דברך- in םי-אלה אבר תבראשי  as the end letters 
spell 27.אמת Indeed, the Gemara says that the seal of 
Hashem is 28.אמת  
 

Taking every 3 letters from the letter ב, we notice 
something fascinating. First we have ד,ג,ב . This has a 
collective Gematria of 9. This is the number that 
symbolizes אמת since the sum of the word אמת is 441 and 
4+4+1= 9. The 3 letters that follow ד,ג,ב  is ה,ו,ז. Its sum is 
18. 1+8 is 9! This pattern follows with the remainder of the 

ב-א  (270) פ,צ,ק ,(180) נ,ס,ע ,(90) כ,ל,מ ,(and 2+7=9 27) ח,ט,י -
and (900) ר,ש,ת. 

 

The opposite of אמת is שקר .שקר is represented by 
the number 6 since it has a Gematria of 600 and 6+0+0= 
6. If we would start the Torah with an א, what would we 
get when we follow the same process as before? Let’s 
see: א,ב,ג has a total of 6. The next 3 are ד,ה,ו which totals 
15. 1+5 is 6. The same is true for the remainder of the ב-א - 
טז,ח,  .600 -ק,ר,ש ,240 -ע,פ,צ ,150 -מ,נ,ס ,60 -י,כ,ל ,(6=2+4) 24 -

The sum of these are the number 6. That is שקר, that 
which is incongruent with our תורת אמת.  

 

Adding 9 (אמת) and 6 (שקר) we get 15. 1+5 is 6. This alludes 
to that truth mixed with falsehood is not truth. This is in 
line with the saying “99% true is still 100% false.”  

 

                                                           
26 Tehillim 119:160 
27 In the first Pasuk in the Torah, we have all the vowels except the שרק; 
Shuruk (oo sound). Is it any wonder that שרק contains the same letters 
as שקר. 
28 Shabbos 55a. The Gemara (Kidushin 30a) tells us that the mid way 
point through the Torah in letters is the ו of the word גחון (Vayikra 11:42). 
Rashi there explains that it refers to a snake that falls on its מעיו; 
stomach. The Gra asks why Rashi didn’t say this when it says גחון by the 
first snake (Breishis 3:14)? Chazal say the seal of Hashem is אמת to which 
Rashi comments that the letters of אמת are the first, middle and last 
letters of the ב-א . This is in accordance with ...אני ראשון ואני אחרון; I am the 
first, I am the last… (Yeshaya 44:6. See 41:4). Rashi therefore starts his 
commentary in the Torah with an א in מר ר' יצחקא . Half way through the 
Torah is גחון. So, Rashi there says עיומ  as it begins with a מ. How does 
Rashi finish his commentary to the Torah in Vzos Habracha? With a ת in 
the word תששבר . That spells אמת! 


