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Constant Connection  
Adapted from a shiur given by the Tolner Rebbe shlita,  

Vayakel Pekudei Hachodesh 5767 

ת.נ.צ.ב.ה. ז"ל בת הרב נטע אריה שרה ע"ה האשה החשובה מרת חוה חיה  נ"לע  

In parshas Pekudei the possuk says, (שמות מ, כט) “  את עליו ויעל מועד אהל משכן פתח שם העלה מזבח ואת

משה את 'ה צוה כאשר המנחה ואת העלה , And he placed the sacrificial Altar in front of the entrance to 
the Mishkan, the Tent of Meeting, and he offered upon it the Olah (burnt offering) and the Minchah 
(meal) offering as Hashem had commanded Moshe.” 

Rashi comments, “  והקריב משה שמש המשכן הקמת יום שהוא למלואים השמיני ביום אף -' וגו עליו ויעל

 עולת - העלה את'. וגו 'המזבח אל קרב' (, זט ויקרא) שנאמר ביום בו אהרן שנצטוה מאותן חוץ צבור קרבנות

'וגו 'בשמן בלול סלת ועשרן' (מ, כט שמות) שנאמר כמו תמיד של נסכים מנחת - המנחה ואת. התמיד , and he 
offered upon it – even on the eighth day of the inauguration, which was the day when the Mishkan 
was set up, Moshe officiated and offered the Korbanos Tzibur (communal offerings), except for those 
which Aharon had been commanded to offer on that day, as it says, ‘approach the Mizbeach’, etc… 
The Olah – [this refers to the] Olas Hatamid (the burnt offering that was offered twice daily). And the 
Minchah – [this refers to the] meal offering of the libation that was offered together with the Olas 
Tamid, as it says, ‘and a tenth of an Issaron of flour mixed with oil’ etc..” 

Not the Simple Interpretation 
There are many questions that arise from Rashi’s comments. Foremost, Rashi states very clearly that 
in his opinion Moshe continued to offer Korbanos as a Kohein on the eighth day of the inauguration of 
the Mishkan, and the Ramban agrees with him. However there are other Mefarshim, including Rashi’s 
own grandson, the Rashbam, who point out that Rashi’s assertion that the words, “  העלה את עליו ויעל

המנחה ואת , and he offered upon it the Olah,” are referring to Moshe is very difficult, because the 
possuk concludes with the words, “ משה את 'ה צוה כאשר , as Hashem had commanded Moshe.” If the 
possuk was already referring to Moshe when it said, ““ המנחה ואת העלה את עליו ויעל , and he offered 
upon it the Olah,” then one would have expected it to conclude with “ שר צוה ה' אותואכ , as Hashem 
had commanded him.”  The fact that it mentions Moshe by name at the end of the possuk would 
suggest that the beginning of the possuk was talking about Aharon Hakohein.  

The Sha’agas Aryeh touches upon this question in his sefer Gevuras Ari on Meseches Taanis (:יא), where 
he comments on the Gemarah which asks what type of clothing Moshe Rabeinu wore when he offered 
the korbanos during the first seven days of the inauguration of the Mishkan. The Sha’agas Aryeh, points 
out that the Gemarah should have asked what Moshe wore during the entire eight days as per Rashi’s 
interpretation, and he suggests a pilpul to explain why the Gemarah did not ask about the last day. In 
conclusion he maintains Rashi’s opinion that Moshe offered the communal sacrifices on the eighth day 
as well.  

We must attempt to understand, what was the overwhelming reason behind Rashi’s decision to 
interpret the possuk as referring to Moshe, instead of the simple understanding of the possuk, and the 
Gemarah, that it is referring to Aharon?Q1   

The Chatas of Rosh Chodesh 
The Mefarshei Rashi also ask how Rashi could state that Moshe Rabeinu offered all of the communal 
Korbanos, when in parshas Shemini, after the death of Nadav and Avihu, Moshe asked Aharon if he 
had performed the Zrikas Hadam, the sprinkling of the blood, of the Chatas of Rosh Chodesh that was 
offered on the eighth day of the inauguration, while he was in mourning for his sons. According to 
Rashi, the Chatas of Rosh Chodesh, which is a communal offering, should also have been offered by 
Moshe himself, so why would he have questioned Aharon about it?Q2  
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Only the Korban Hatamid 
The Mizrachi and the Sifsei Chachamim both answer that when Rashi wrote that Moshe performed the 
Avodah of the communal offerings, he was only referring to the Korban Hatamid and its related 
Avodos, whereas all other offerings, including the Chatas of Rosh Chodesh, were in fact performed by 
Aharon.A2 While this does technically answer the question, it also raises a new question. What is unique 
about the Korban Hatamid that necessitated that it still be offered by Moshe on the eighth day, when 
all of the other Korbanos were already being offered Aharon from that day on?Q3  

The Korban Hatamid Does Not Budge 
The Midrash (ויקרא רבה ב, ב) says about the Korban Hatamid, “  לא לעולם זז אינו 'לי' אמרשנ מקום בכל

 זז אינו 'לי' רמשנא מקום בכל הא, וכו' 'לי להקריב תשמרו' (, בכח במדבר), ןבקרב וכו' הבא לעולם ולא זההלם בעו

אהב לםלעו ולא ההזלם לעו לא , every place that is says ‘to me’, it does not budge, not in this world and 
not in the next… about the Korban it says, ‘make sure to offer to me’, we see that in every place that 
it say ‘to me’ it does not budge, not it this world and not in the next.”  

The Rokeach, in his commentary on the Siddur, cites this Midrash and asks the obvious question, that 
Chazal tell us (.תענית כו), “ חמשה דברים ארעו את אבותינו בשבעה עשר בתמוז, נשתברו הלוחות, ובטל

 five tragedies occurred to our forefathers on the seventeenth of Tamuz, the Luchos were ,בתמיד...
shattered, and the Korban Hatamid ceased to be offered…,” and as we all know, it has been many years 
since the Beis Hamikdash was destroyed and the Korban Hatamid was last offered. What then does 
the Midrash mean when it says that the Korban Hatamid does not budge, not in this world, and not in 
the next?   

He answers that although we no longer have the actual offering of the Korban, we are able to 
compensate for this through the concept of, (הושע דף יג) “ונשלמה פרים שפתינו, our lips shall complete 
our Avodah in place of the oxen [that were offered],” meaning that our prayers are in the place of 
Korbanos. It is still unclear however, how the Midrash can say that the Korban Hatamid does not budge, 
which implies that the Korban itself is still being offered when in practical terms, this is not the case 
and it has only been replaced with our tefilos? Q4 

‘Take’ Hashem with Two T’midim 
In addition, there is a very enigmatic Midrash which draws a connection between the Korban Hatamid, 
the Korban Pesach, and Parshas Hachodesh which is read this week. Under the header of “החודש הזה, 
this month…,” which are the words of the possuk that introduce the mitzvah of Kiddush Hachodesh, 
the Midrash ( ה, יז פסיקתא דרב כהנא ) says, “  'ה' ביה יבדכת, הוא ברוך הקדוש זה (ג ,יב שמות) 'איש להם ויקחו'

(ג ,יב שמות) 'לבית שה אבות לבית שה', תמידים בשני, לוקחו את במה. (ג ,טו שמות) 'מלחמה איש , ‘They shall 
take for them, a man…’, this refers to Hakadosh Boruch Hu, about Whom it says, ‘Hashem is a Man of 
war’. With what should you take him? With two t’midim, ‘a sheep per household, a sheep per house’.” 
This Midrash is very confusing as it is very difficult to understand what it means to ‘take’ Hashem,Q5 
and secondly, why it cites the possuk of, “ לבית שה אבות לבית שה ,” which is clearly talking about the 
Korban Pesach, when the Midrash itself is in reference to the Korban Hatamid,Q6 and lastly, what is the 
connection between the Korban Hatamid,  the Korban Pesach and Kiddush Hachodesh?Q7  

 ’Constant ,תמיד‘
In order to answer our questions, we will attempt to delve into the essence of the Korban Hatamid and 
try to understand what it represents. The Mishnah (.מנחות פט) says that the Korban Hatamid takes 
precedence over the Korban Musaf, meaning that if the Beis Hamikdash only has enough animals to 
offer either the Korban Hatamid or the Korban Musaf, but not both, the kohanim must use the animals 
that they have for the Korban Hatamid. The Sfas Emes explains that it is also to be understood from 
the Mishnah that the Tamid Shel Bein Ha’arbayim, the afternoon offering, also precedes the Korban 
Musaf, meaning that even there are only two animals that can be offered as korbanos, they must both 
be used for the two t’midim, even though the Korban Musaf is supposed to be offered before the 
Tamid Shel Bein Ha’arbayim. Even more so, if there are sufficient animals for the two T’midim of that 
day, but not enough animals to offer the Korban Musaf of that day and the Korban Hatamid of the next 
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morning, the animal must be set aside for the Korban Hatamid of the next day, even though this means 
foregoing the fulfillment of the obligation to bring a Korban Musaf on that day. 

The Sfas Emes explains that this is because if one does not offer the Tamid Shel Bein Ha’arbayim or the 
Tamid of the next morning, then the Tamid of that morning is considered to be lacking, as it cannot be 
considered ‘תמיד, constant’, if it will not be offered both morning and night, every day. As this is the 
case, because the morning Tamid is offered before the Musaf, it needs to be offered with all the laws 
that apply to it, which includes making sure that it will be followed by a Tamid Shel Bein Ha’arbayim, 
and a Tamid Shel Shachar the next day, making it ‘תמיד’. 

A Constant Connection   
We can learn from this that the essence of the Korban Hatamid is the fact that it is a ‘תמיד, constant’ 
connection between Klal Yisrael and Hashem. This point is further brought out by a fascinating Midrash 
which says (ילקוט שמעוני תתלה), “a parable of a wise man who had a son who would bring him two meals 
every day, one in the morning and one in the evening. After some time the wise man saw that his son 
had become poor and could no longer afford to continue with his custom of bringing his father meals. 
The father called his son to him and told him, “I am aware that you cannot continue to bring me the 
meals as you used to, so all I ask from you is that you come to the Beis Haknesses twice a day and listen 
to my lectures, and it will be me more delightful to me than the two meals that you used to bring me.” 
So too, Hakadosh Boruch Hu told Klal Yisrael, “In the past, you would offer up to me a sheep in the 
morning and a sheep in the afternoon (The Tamid Shel Shachar and the Tamid Shel Bein Ha’arbayim), 
however, I am aware that the Beis Hamikdash will be destroyed, and from then on you will not be able 
to offer Korbanos to Me. I therefore request that in place of the Korbanos you shall recite the Shemah 
in the morning and in the Evening, and it will be considered even greater than the Korbanos.” 

From here we see further that the essence of the Korban Hatamid, which is the ongoing connection 
between Klal Yisrael and Hakadosh Boruch Hu , can be fulfilled in more than one way – either through 
the offering of Korbanos on a daily basis, or, when that is not possible, through our daily recitation of 
Kriyas Shemah.  

Not Just Symbolic 
When the Rokeach answered that our prayers are in the place of Korbanos, through the fulfillment of 
the Possuk “ ונשלמה פרים שפתינו, our lips shall complete our Avodah in place of the oxen [that were 
offered],” he was not suggesting that this should mean that our prayers are in remembrance of the 
Korbanos, or that they represent the Korbanos in some symbolic fashion, but rather, that our prayers, 
and our recitation of Kriyas Shemah according to the Midrash,  are the fulfillment of the essence of the 
Korban Hatamid, as the tefilos generate a constant connection between Klal Yisrael and the Ribono 
Shel Olam.A4  

Moshe Extends into Every Generation 
In this aspect we also find the connection between Moshe Rabeinu and the Korban Hatamid. While 
there is an element of eternal continuity in the fact that Aharon Hakohein’s sons inherited his 
priesthood after him for all generations, the Zohar Hakadosh (תיקוני זהר תיקון סט) says about Moshe 
Rabeinu, “איהו משה, ואתפשטותא דמשה בכל דרא ודרא, He is Moshe, and Moshe extends into every 
generation.” In another place (.ח"א כה) the Zohar says about Moshe, “  ביה דאתמר משה דא 'דר מדר'

משה ודא וכו' ,בא ודור הולך דור (, דא קהלת) , ‘from generation to generation’, this is Moshe, about whom 
it says, ‘a generation goes and a generation comes’, …and this is Moshe.” Similarly, the Gemarah ( סוטה

“ ,says about Moshe (יג: )שמות לד,  :התם וכתיב, שם וימת ()דברים לד, ה :הכא כתיב, משה מת לא: אומרים ויש

ומשמש עומד כאן אף, ומשמש עומד להלן מה', ה עם שם ויהי כה( , there are those who say: Moshe did not 
die. It says here ‘and he [Moshe] died there’, and it says there, ‘and he was there with Hashem.” Just 
like over there he was standing and serving before Hashem, so too over here [in the possuk that seems 
to say that he died], he is really standing and serving before Hashem.” 

We see from these statements of Chazal that Moshe Rabeinu has an element of eternality that 
transcends across all the generations. Even though he may not be physically present, he is still 
constantly performing his Avodas Hashem on behalf of Klal Yisrael and just as he was the faithful 
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shepherd who led Klal Yisrael in receiving the Torah and connecting to Hashem during his lifetime, so 
too he continuously strengthens the connection between Klal Yisrael in an unseen spiritual way.  

It is therefore understandable that on the day that the Mishkan was set up and the Avodah of the 
Korbanos began to be performed there, it was important that the first Korban Hatamid, which is 
intended to strengthen the constant bond between Klal and Hashem, would be performed specifically 
by Moshe Rabeinu, as he possessed the spiritual strength to bind Klal Yisrael to Hashem across the 
generations. By offering the first Korban Hatamid, he instilled within it his own strength of having a 
constant spiritual connection to Hashem, and ensured that the Korban Hatamid would indeed be 
  A3 ’.תמיד‘

The Day that the Mishkan was Set Up  
Rashi worded his comment, “ משה שמש המשכן הקמת יום שהוא למלואים השמיני ביום , on the eighth day 
of the inauguration, which was the day when the Mishkan was set up, Moshe served…” in a way that 
emphasized the fact that the eighth day of the inauguration was also the first day of service in the 
Mishkan. This is because Rashi understood the importance of the Avodah of the Tamid and that the 
way to infuse it with the power of continuity was for it to be offered by Moshe Rabeinu on the day of 
its inception, and for this specific reason he interpreted the possuk as referring to Moshe, even though 
this does not seem to be the simplest interpretation.A1  

Maintaining a Constant Connection 
We can now also explain the connection that the Midrash makes between Korban Pesach and the 
Korban Hatamid. When Klal Yisrael received the Mitzvah of Korban Pesach they were still in Egypt, they 
were just beginning to enter into their relationship with Hakadosh Boruch Hu as a nation, and this was 
the first Korban that they were commanded to bring. At this important juncture Moshe Rabeinu 
wanted to teach them a very important lesson in Avodas Hashem, which was the fact that although 
there would be times in the future when Klal Yisrael would be unable to offer the Korban Pesach, there 
is an element of connection to Hashem that is constant and eternal, and is available to any Jew who 
wishes to take advantage of it, thus giving him the potential to have a constant connection to Hashem, 
no matter his physical circumstances. For this reason, while Moshe was commanding them about the 
Korban Pesach he also mentioned the Avodah of the Korban Hatamid, and explained that the closeness 
to Hashem that they would achieve through the Korban Pesach could be maintained through the 
Avodah of the Korban HatamidA6, whether it be achieved through a physical offering, or through its 
spiritual fulfillment via the mitzvos of Kriyas Shemah and Tefilah. Similarly, when the Midrash refers to 
being able to ‘take Hashem’, it refers to the ability to acquire a permanent connection with Him.A5  

Renewing the Connection 
The Midrash mentions the Korban Pesach and the Korban Tamid when it discusses Parshas Hachodesh, 
as Parshas Hachodesh, which commemorates Klal Yisrael’s introduction into Mitzvos, is an opportune 
time to stimulate us to renew ourselves in our Avodas Hashem, and as we contemplate the Korban 
Pesach, which celebrates our birth as a nation, and we look for ways to begin anew in our Avodas 
Hashem, we must invest our new energy and enthusiasm in strengthening our Avodah of ‘תמיד’ in the 
areas that foster the constant connection the we must strive to maintain with Hashem, in Kriyas 
Shemah and Tefilah, and in Limud Hatorah, as the Torah, Torahs Moshe, is Moshe Rabeinu’s legacy for 
Klal Yisrael, whereby through strengthening our Limud Hatorah we strengthen our connection to 
Moshe, and through that, to Hashem.A7  

By doing so may we merit seeing Hashem’s return to Zion, and merit eating the Korban Pesach this 
year, in purity and holiness, amen, KY”R. 
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