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 It says in this week's Parsha, "Behold I set before you today a blessing and a curse." (Devarim 11:26) 

Why does the pasuk start with singular (R'eeh) and then switch to plural (L'fnaichem)? Additionally, why 
does the pasuk use the word "Anochi" and not "Ani" for I? 
 

Chazal say (Kiddushin 40b): A person should see himself as half meritous and half guilty. If he does 
one Mitzvah, he tilts the scale towards merits, but if he does one Aveirah the scale is weighed down on the 
guilty side, like it says in Koheles, "One sinner loses much good". R' Elazar ben Shimon says that because 
the world is judged based on majority and the individual is judged based on majority, a single Mitzvah or 
Aveirah actually changes the balance of the entire world. Because of one individual's action the whole 
world is affected. 
 

This is an amazing lesson for us. We are responsible for the whole world! R' Shach says (Machsheves 
Mussar 2:181) that when we protest a non-religious Jew who is smoking on Shabbos, he typically responds, 
"Why do you care? Why does it bother you?" In reality, many G-d fearing people have the same perspective. 
When a person commits a sin behind closed doors, he doesn't consider that it has ramifications on the whole 
world. Imagine that after 120 years, we will go up to Shamayim and they will show us all of the terrible 
catastrophes that occurred during our lifetime. Then, they will show us that we caused these catastrophes! 
At that moment, we will recognize the truth. We are actually destroying the world with our actions, in order 
to gain selfish, momentary pleasures! 
 

R' Shach says: Chazal tell us that any generation that didn't merit to have the Beis Hamikdash built 
during its time is considered to have destroyed it. Although it says "generation", it actually refers to 
individuals as well. Therefore, at any given moment, I have the power to build the Beis Hamikdash. I can 
choose to do one Mitzvah and change the balance of the world. On the other hand, if the Beis Hamikdash 
is not built, it is as if I personally destroyed it. Imagine for a moment- the Beis Hamikdash is not destroyed 
by Titus, but rather I myself am going to the Beis Hamikdash, lighting a match and burning it with my own 
two hands! How frightening! 
 

On the flip side, R' Meir says, "The power of Teshuva is great because one individual can do 
teshuva and cause forgiveness for himself and the entire world" (Yoma 86b). The Maharsha explains that 
since the world is exactly balanced between merit and guilt, the sincere teshuva of one person causes sins 
to become merits and therefore weighs down the scale on the good side. His one action can cause 
forgiveness for the whole world! Is it possible to digest this? If I do teshuva, I can cause a Kappara 
(atonement) for the sins of the whole generation! This is astounding! 

 



The reason that this concept is difficult to comprehend is because we have no grasp of what a Jew 
actually is. We think that a Jew is a typical creation that happens to be "important". In reality, a Jew is a 
different creation entirely. The pasuk says that a Jew is a "Portion of Hashem from above" (Iyov 31:2) and 
the Torah says "Because Hashem's portion is His nation Yaakov, the lot of his inheritance" (  כי חלק ה' עמו"
"יעקב חבל נחלתו ) (Devarim 32:9). The Reishis Chochma (Sha'ar Ha’ahava 3:7) explains that the Neshama (soul) of 

Jew is created from Hashem himself and therefore Jews and Hashem are two parts of the same body, so to 
speak. This is why the pasuk says "Hashem's portion is His nation Yaakov", meaning that the second part, 
so to speak, of Hashem is his "nation" Bnei Yisroel. Do we actually feel that we are part of Hashem? The 
pasuk in Devarim (9:24) says, "You have been rebelling with Hashem" ( ה' אלקיכם" עם"ממרים הייתם  ). The 
Minchas Elazar asks why it says we were rebelling "with" ( "עם" ) Hashem; it should say we were rebelling 
"against" ( "נגד" ) Hashem. He explains that because our Neshama is a part of Hashem, when we do an 
Aveirah, we use a part of Hashem within us to rebel against Him - thus we are rebelling "with" Hashem!  
 

The Nefesh Hachaim says (1:4): Every Jew should know that his thoughts and actions have an effect 
on two worlds: the lower physical world and the upper spiritual world.  A person shouldn't think that his 
actions don't have an effect. Even a small sin of ours destroys more than Nevuchadnetzer and Titus did. 
They were only able to destroy things in this world, since they don't have a portion in the spiritual world. It 
was only because we sinned and defiled the holiness of the spiritual world that Nevuchadnetzer and Titus 
were able to destroy the Beis Hamikdash on this world. The heart of a Jew is keneged the Kodesh 
Hakadashim of the Beis Hamikdash Ha'elyon. When someone has an impure thought, he brings impurity 
to his heart and to the Kodesh Hakadashim of the Beis Hamikdash Ha'elyon. He causes more damage that 
Titus did when he brought Tumah into the Kodesh Hakadashim. This is the power that is inherent only in 
those who are "part of Hashem from above".  
 

Now we can understand our original question. Why does our pasuk start with singular (R'eeh) and 
then switch to plural (L'fnaichem)? And, why does the pasuk use the word "Anochi" and not "Ani"? The 
Kli Yakar explains that Hashem says to each individual person: "R'eeh (see)" and think about your actions 
and know that because of you "I am giving before you (L'fnaichem)"- before all of Bnei Yisrael - "Bracha 
and Klalah" - because your actions have effect on the entire world, not just on yourself. The Torah hints to 
us how to come to this realization by using the word "Anochi", to show that we should see in ourselves 
"Anochi Hashem Elokecha" - Hashem himself - since we are actually a part of Him.  By seeing ourselves 
in this light, we will come to the recognition that our actions truly effect the entire world. If Hashem is "all 
powerful" and we are part of Him, then our actions are also powerful and there is no end to their influence. 
We should be zoche to improve our actions and do sincere teshuva and bring only merit to all of Klal 
Yisroel! 

 
  

   
The Maharal of Prague created a golum and that was a big 

wonder. But the greater wonder would be to change a person's 
materialistic nature and create an elevated spiritual person from 

him. 
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