
 

  

Vayeitzei 5777 

329.233 

He is as his name –   כשמו כן הוא
When I went to visit Eretz Yisroel, I went to daven at the grave of my 
grandfather. When I saw his name engraved on the monument I 
remembered that in less than a week would be the wedding of his 
grandson who was named after him. I immediately added a Tefilla for 
the chassan that his marriage should go well and I even left a note on 
his monument. 
After I left the cemetery I called my uncle to let him know that I 
mentioned his son, the chassan, at the monument of the grandfather. 
My uncle was very touched and he asked me if I noticed how the name 
of the grandfather was spelled as at that moment he was by the Rav 
who was mesader kiddushin and they had trouble deciding how to 
write the name of the chassan in the kesubah as there were several 
ways to write the name and they could not settle the matter. 
I immediately took out my camera and happily took a picture of the 
monument and I told him exactly how it was etched on the monument 
and this was the exact intent of giving the chassan his name at his bris 
of Avraham Avinu and it was truly an amazing thing. 

 א.צ.ט.

Whatever is lost –  דימה דאבכל  
In the morning, I went down to my car with a hot cup of coffee in my 
hand on my way to daven Shacharis. I looked for my car, and just as I 
was standing with a cup of coffee looking for my car, my neighbor was 
also looking for his car, until we realized that a wave of car thefts 
happened overnight and a number of cars were stolen from the block. 
Baruch Hashem I had insurance for the car, however, I did not have a 
replacement for the Tefillin that just today I happened to leave in the 
car. 
I walked to shul trying to fulfill the halachah to thank Hashem that 
everything is for the best… in the category of ‘whatever Hashem does 
is for the best’. In shul, I searched for someone who put on Tefillin left-
handed, the first person I asked wanted to know where my Tefillin 
were. When I told him that they were stolen, he excitedly told me that 
he had an extra beautiful pair of Tefillin for me as a gift and he gave 
me a new pair of Tefillin. 
I did not understand what had happened and why suddenly get a gift 
and where did they come from? He then excitedly explained: “I work 
with an outreach group and one of the boys reached bar mitzvah and I 
provided him with a beautiful pair of Tefillin. Yesterday, I called the 
boy to let him know that I have Tefillin for him. The boy awkwardly 
told me that without his knowledge his father just bought him a pair. 
Now I did not know what to do with these Tefillin since most people 
put Tefillin on their left arm and these were meant to be put on the 
right arm and now I understood… I will tell the donor and he will be 
quite pleased with the mitzvah!!!                                                                                    ש.ח.י.        
 

And Rochel became envious of her sister? – תקנא רחל באחותה?ו  

Is this possible? A posuk in our parsha expressly states (30:1) 
‘and Rochel became envious of her sister’, really? The 
righteous Rochel Imeinu was envious of her sister? This is very 
difficult to understand for several reasons, first and foremost, 
it has already been stated (Mishlei 14:30) 'רקב עצמות קנאה' – 
‘envy brings rotting of the bones’ and Chaza”l have stated that 
envy is one of the characteristics that remove a person from 
the world, and the biggest question of all is, is it possible for 
Rochel Imeinu to be envious of her sister? Did she not forego 
her groom [chassan] for her, her husband that was designated 
for her, and she handed her the signs that Yaakov had given 
her, then how is it possible that Rochel would suddenly 
develop the characteristic of envy? 
So, Heaven forbid that it enter our minds that Rochel Imeinu 
was envious of her sister in this sense, and this too is how 
Rashi explains it ‘And Rochel became envious of her sister – 
she envied her good deeds. She said, “Were she not more 
righteous than I, she would not have been worthy of bearing 
sons”’, aha! The matter becomes clear, Rochel Imeinu was 
envious of the good deeds of her sister, and regarding an envy 
like this Chaza”l have stated (Bava Basra 21a) ‘jealousy 
between scholars increases wisdom’ and it was fitting for 
Rochel Imeinu to be envious like this and we too should be 
envious like this, for this envy is appropriate and beneficial and 
very acceptable before Hashem Yisbarach. 
One of the ways that the Evil Inclination tries to mislead us is 
by telling us that that which is permitted is forbidden and that 
which is forbidden is permitted, and it changes the bad to 
good and the good to bad. Sometimes a person needs the 
character trait of haughtiness so that he can strengthen 
himself in the service of Hashem, but the Inclination with its 
smooth talk says, ‘Why are you being so haughty? Doesn’t 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu despise haughty people?’ And so, at 
times when a person is envious for a beneficial reason, when 
one sees the righteous when they pray, when they study, and 
in the service of Hashem, for then envy is a very good and 
beneficial thing, in fact just the opposite! Be envious of the 
righteous, be envious of his service, be envious of the high 
level that he has attained through hard work. But then, the old 
fool approaches and in the sweet voice of a ‘great chacham’ he 
says, ‘it is not right to be envious’ or ‘by being envious you will 
not be able to serve Hashem, and what is it to you to be 
envious of that righteous man, you too are a good Jew, and so 
on’. This is what we must learn from Rochel Imeinu, ‘and 
Rochel became envious of her sister’, yes, when you see good 
things, good character traits, fear of Heaven, service of 
Hashem, it is permitted and necessary to be envious!                                
- Tiv HaTorah - Vayeitzei 
  



 

 

 הנסיונות וההתמודדות בהן

The Challenges and the Dealings in Them 

 
When we consider all the things that happened to Yaakov Avinu in our 
parsha, we can take away from this how to deal with the Inclination which 
frequently invents all kinds of obstacles before a person, whose purpose is 
to turn away the advice of the person who wants to fulfill the will of his 
Creator and to elevate in higher levels of service. As our Chachamim z”l 
have stated (Succah 52b) ‘The Inclination of a person threatens to 
overpower him every day and seeks to kill him’. The meaning of the words 
‘every day’ is that even if yesterday the person overpowered his 
Inclination, it does not leave him be, and since it sees that the trap it set for 
the person the day before was not considered a challenge since he was 
able to overpower it, therefore, it will try another trap, and so we must 
consider how Yaakov was able to deal with the foolish Inclination, for his 
ways can help us as we go through life. 
First of all, we need to introduce the topic with the obvious, for all that 
Yaakov did in Lavan’s house was a single unit of the service of Hashem 
Yisbarach, we, with our limited understanding, cannot comprehend the 
intent of the mysterious actions of the choicest of the Forefathers. 
However, the wise men of the generations have already revealed that 
those sheep that he was tending were none other than holy neshamos 
(souls), and when he involved himself with them he effected great 
corrections in them, and since we are discussing topics of service of 
Heaven, therefore, the Inclination involved itself and tried with a sequence 
of challenges, and his ability to stand up against the open attacks of the 
Inclination is a sign and an example for us. 

At the end of the previous parsha we are told that Yitzchak called 
for Yaakov and sent him to Lavan’s house to find a wife to continue 
the generations, for Yaakov had to establish the Twelve Tribes of 
Hashem ]י"ב שבטי י"ה[ and Yaakov indeed, listened to his voice and 
left as we see in our parsha. When Yaakov did this he was aware of 
that which happened to Eliezer when he went out to find a wife for 
his father, that even before the sun set Eliezer had already 
discharged his appointed task, and Besuel and Lavan had already 
agreed to give Rivka to Yitzchak. Then he sensed the Celestial 
Supervision, and since this was so he placed his trust in Hashem 
Yisbarach for HaKadosh Baruch Hu had also shortened his journey 
and he found what he was looking for, and in particular, he already 
knew beforehand that which his father had taught him. Even the 
local people were discussing his match and they said that the older 
daughter would go to the older son and the younger daughter 
would go to the younger son, therefore, like Eliezer, he took with 
him many gifts and presents and he left towards Lavan’s house. 
But, right at the beginning of his journey he saw that things would 
not go smoothly for him. Immediately, Eliphaz chased after him and 
took all his money from him, and he was left without clothing or 
any other personal items, and when he arrived at Lavan’s house he 
was emptyhanded and he had no gifts to give them. Since this was 
the case, he had to work seven years in the house of Lavan. These 
seven years were considered as seven years of service to Hashem 
Yisbarach, since this was for the sake of the mitzvah of Hashem 
Yisbarach to marry a wife. Yaakov knew through Ruach HaKodesh 
[Divine Inspiration] that his true mate was Rochel, and this would 
enable him to make many corrections up Above, so he agreed to 
subjugate himself for seven years in order to earn these 
corrections. During all these years Yaakov knew that with all the 
burdens he was fulfilling a mitzvah, bringing satisfaction to Heaven, 
for only through this would he be able to fulfill the will of Above. 
However, when the time came Lavan’s true intentions were 
revealed and he switched Leah for Rochel. It is not possible to 
describe the distress that Yaakov suffered when he became aware 
of this, then the Inclination revealed to him that all his efforts for  
 

the past seven whole years were for nothing, because all his efforts 
were so that he would marry Rochel and since he did not have this, 
it became clear that this was not for the service of Hashem as he 
did not earn the true purpose of the service. However, that 
righteous man did not overly despair from the ploy of the 
Inclination, he immediately accepted the suggestion of Lavan and 
he began to work anew, it seemed that seven years were for 
nothing, yet he did not give up hope. 
Eventually it became clear that even the first seven years were not 
for nothing, the righteous Leah effected through her prayers and 
merited to establish half of the tribes, added on to this her maid 
Zilpah gave birth to another two, and we find that two-thirds of the 
Tribes of Hashem were born in the merit of the first seven years. 
A challenge like this is found as well in our times, sometimes after a 
person exerts effort and works hard in the service of his Creator, 
the Inclination appears to him and shows him that his service is not 
worth anything, it shows him some flaw and it enlarges this flaw 
very much, and this challenge can cause much distress to the 
person and he is able to fall into despair and it causes him to 
murmur to himself that his service to Hashem was false for even if 
he corrects the flaw from this point on, after a while, the Inclination 
will come back to him and point out another flaw and he will again 
find himself bereft of anything spiritual. However, all this is only a 
ploy of the Inclination, and he must strengthen himself and he 
cannot become depressed, and so, he should see to correct the flaw 
and begin anew to serve his Creator. Once time passes he will 
realize that the ploy of the Inclination had no effect at all, then it 
will be forced to remove the mask, and it will be proven to the 
person that even his original service was very accepted before 
Hashem Yisbarach. 
Let us again consider the ways of Yaakov, after he completed 
fourteen years in the house of Lavan, he wanted to return to his 
father’s house for he thought that he had already completed his 
service in this place, however, Lavan says to him (30:27)  נחשתי

ה' בדללךני יברכו  – I have learned by divination that Hashem has 
blessed me on account of you. This was a sign to Yaakov that 
Heaven was informing him that he still had more work to do in the 
house of Lavan, and he agreed to remain with him. Thus, began a 
sequence of challenges. As we have mentioned, Yaakov’s work with 
the sheep was holy service, every few weeks the charlatan changed 
his wages, and this was a hint to Yaakov that he must change his 
service to another way, and with this the Inclination tried to 
confuse Yaakov in a different way than previous, for in the past the 
challenge was on the past and it showed him that all his efforts 
were for nothing, and now the challenge was for the future. Here, a 
hundred ways in the service of Hashem were revealed to Yaakov 
and with every way he was also shown a negative reason so that 
Yaakov was not able to determine the way in the service of Hashem 
Yisbarach, however, Yaakov did not forsake, rather, he tried every 
way and ultimately it became clear that all the ways were true, and 
with this Yaakov was able to choose all the holy materials that were 
by Lavan, and his sons testified that Yaakov took all that had 
belonged to their father. 
This too was a sign for his descendants after him. Sometimes the 
Inclination confuses a person and shows him that he will never 
choose the correct path, however, the person must know that it is 
not up to him to finish the work, rather, it is up to him to serve his 
Creator according to his ability and understanding, and eventually, 
he will see that everything was with hashgacha – supervision, as 
needed for the completion of his soul.   
 


