
3  The Chazon Ish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Orchos Chaim L’HaRosh 
23. One should not be quick to get involved in an argument, and one should 

distance himself from taking oaths and vows, because the Aveirah of vows 

cause children to pass away. 

When the Yeshuos Yaakov was twelve years old, he was known as a very 

gifted child, and many people wanted to claim him to be their son-in-law. One 

time, one of these people sent a great Talmid Chacham to test the boy to see if 

he was as brilliant as it was rumored. When they met, the boy extended his hand 

and said “Shalom Aleichem” to him. The Talmid Chacham said to him, “Would 

you be able to tell me a Dvar Torah about the expression, ‘Shalom Aleichem’?” 

The boy responded, “Certainly. Why is it that when two people meet, one of 

them says, ‘Shalom Aleichem’, and the other responds, ‘Aleichem Shalom’? The 

answer is because the Gemara in Nedarim (10a) says that one who takes a vow 

should not say, ‘For Hashem is this vow’, because we fear he may pass away in 

the middle of saying his words and will have said Hashem’s Name in vain. 

Rather, he should say, ‘This vow is for Hashem’.” The boy continued, “Shalom 

is one of the Names of Hashem. Therefore, it makes sense that really one should 

not say, ‘Shalom Aleichem’, because we should be afraid that he may pass away 

in the middle of saying the greeting, and he will have said Hashem’s Name in 

vain. However, Chazal have also taught us that if someone precedes his friend 

and greets him with ‘Shalom’ first, his days and years will be extended. This is 

why the one who greets his friend first is allowed to say, ‘Shalom Aleichem’. 

Because he went first to greet his friend, he does not need to be afraid that he 

might pass away in the middle of a sentence, since he is rewarded by having his 

years lengthened. His friend, however, must respond, ‘Aleichem Shalom’!” 
 

)יא:יח( וקשרתם אתם לאות  
You shall bind them for a sign (11:18) 

HaRav Yissachar Dov Rokeach of Belz was bothered by the 
following: "וקשרתם אתם לאות" - “You shall bind them for a sign”, that is, the 
Mitzvah of writing Tefillin and putting them on. Then, "ולמדתם אתם את בניכם" – 
“You shall teach them to your children”, that is, the Mitzvah of educating 
children. Finally, "וכתבתם על מזוזות ביתך" – “You shall write them on the 
doorposts of your house”, that is, again a Mitzvah to write. Why does the Torah 
insert the Mitzvah to educate children between the two Mitzvos of writing? The 
Rebbe answers: The Torah is teaching us that just as the writing of Tefillin and 
Mezuzos must be exact, even nowadays, without even changing a crown on a 
letter or else they will be invalidated, so too it is with the educating of children. 
It must be done without changing anything from the tradition handed down 
from our fathers, without deviating at all even through changing times.  

(Umatok HaOhr)  
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Moshe encouraged the nation, that through 

observing the Mitzvos, they can attach themselves to 

Hashem (11:22). Rav Shimon Sofer explains that 

Moshe was teaching the people that studying the 

laws of the Mitzvos that pertain to each person is 

mandatory. However, studying the laws of those 

Mitzvos that do not pertain to us, such as a Levi 

studying the laws of redeeming the firstborn son, 

shows that we really have an interest and a love of 

learning Torah. By expressing this love we get 

closer to Hashem. 

 
 B’Kitzur — Hilchos Tefilah 

At Maariv, during the Tefilah of ‘Baruch 

Hashem L’Olam’ until ‘Yir’u Eineinu’, there is a 

custom to say this while sitting. It is forbidden to 

make an interruption in the Tefilos from the 

beginning of Maariv with ‘V’Hu Rachum’ until 

after Shemoneh Esrei. (Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 70:4) 

רפאל חיים שאר ישוב בן לרפואה שלימה:  

 באבא חיה רבקה

 ר' אהרן יהודה לייב בן גיטל פייגא

בתוך שאר חולי ישראל   

 



  
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 L’Maaseh      
Sometimes, a person has the ability to look back at 

events, and he is able to see how the Hand of Hashem 

guides everything. In the summer of 2001, a Jewish 

businessman from America went to Eretz Yisroel for 

business meetings. Prior to attending one of these 

meetings, he went to a restaurant on King George Street 

to get something to eat. He was annoyed to see that 

there was a long line of customers waiting ahead of 

him. As he waited, he kept impatiently glancing at his 

watch. The man in front of him turned around and said, 

“You seem to be in a hurry. I am not in any rush today. 

Why don’t you switch places with me? It does not 

bother me to wait another five minutes.” The man was 

surprised that someone would do this, but he happily 

and thankfully accepted the offer. He soon got his 

order, quickly ate, and left the restaurant. He walked 

only about 200 feet, when he heard a loud explosion, 

and he turned around to see the Sbarro Restaurant, 

where he had been moments earlier, engulfed in flames. 

It took a few moments for the sight to register in his 

mind, and even more so, that the Jew who had changed 

places with him was probably a victim, and he had 

taken his place! He realized that he should have still 

been eating at that moment, but someone let him go 

before them in line. He immediately ran into the 

wrecked building and searched through the rubble, 

looking for the kind person that saved his life. It took 

the American businessman two days of searching and 

visiting all the hospitals, until he finally found him. He 

lay in a hospital bed seriously injured, accompanied by 

his adult son. The business man said to the son, “Your 

father saved my life!” and he told him about how his 

father had changed places with him. With tears in his 

eyes, the man took out his business card and gave it to 

the son. He said, “I run a business in America, and I 

have to return to the states now. This is my number. If 

there is anything I can do whatsoever to help your 

family, please let me know. Your father gave me my 

life, and I would like to help you in any way that I can.” 

Three weeks later, the businessman received a call from 

that man’s son. Apparently, his father’s injuries 

required surgery that was beyond what could be 

provided for him in Eretz Yisroel. He needed a specific 

surgery which was performed proficiently in Boston, 

and the son asked if the business man could help them. 

Without hesitating, the man got to work, and within a 

few hours it was all arranged, from start to finish. 

Surgery was scheduled for mid-September, and he 

would meet them at Kennedy Airport when they landed 

to be with them for the entire process. On Tuesday, 

September 11, 2001, the American businessman left his 

office on the 101st floor of the Twin Towers at 8:00 in 

the morning. At 8:31, the first plane that took down the 

Twin Towers struck the 93rd floor. It became clear that 

the Jew from Israel had been involved in saving this 

man’s life twice. It is not always apparent, but Hashem 

is guiding all the events in our lives, and if we focus 

our eyes well enough, we can see the Hand of Hashem 

‘pulling all the strings’! 
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 בס"ד

 Working on our Middos 
We learn in Medrash Tanchuma that Rebbe Tanchum ben Chanilai taught: Hashem 

allowed the goyim to eat food that is forbidden for us to eat. This can be compared to a 

doctor who visits two individuals that are ill. For one patient, the condition was very 

serious and he told the family to allow him to eat any food he asks for. The other patient 

he knew would recuperate, so he instructed the family to feed him on a very strict diet with 

some things being permissible to eat and to avoid eating other things. Someone observing 

asked the doctor, “What did you see different between the two patients? Why is it that the 

one who was seriously ill could eat anything he wanted, while the other is very limited?” 

The doctor told them, “I saw that the first patient will not make it much longer, so I 

allowed him to eat whatever he desires. The patient that will recover has to watch himself 

and be careful with what he eats.” Hashem instructed us to eat Kosher food, and the Torah 

describes foods that we may eat and foods that we may not. In contrast to this, the goyim 

are allowed to eat anything they want. If one would ask why this is, Rebbe Tanchum ben 

Chanilai responds that Hashem wants us to continue living an eternal life! Goyim don’t 

have to worry about this, but we are guaranteed to live in Olam Haba, as we learn in 

Pirkei Avos, every Jew has a share in the World to Come. We must therefore be careful 

with Kashrus, so we can live the ‘good life’ in Olam Haba!  

 

Pearls of Wisdom… A Word for the Ages 
The Sfas Emes taught that by the Mitzvah of Hachnosas Orchim, the guest is a Cheftza Shel 

Mitzvah— an item that is used for a Mitzvah, and there is Kedushah, holiness, on him.     

Rav Chaim Brim, zt”l, would often travel from Yerushalayim to Bnei Brak to learn with the 

Chazon Ish. One time, Rav Chaim missed the bus back home, and he had no choice but to 

return to the Chazon Ish and ask if he could stay for the night. The Chazon Ish happily 

invited him in. Rav Chaim later said that three great people cared for him that night: The 

Chazon Ish, The Steipler Gaon, and the Steipler’s Rebbetzin, who was the Chazon Ish’s 

sister. He said, one person served him bread, another brought out butter; someone brought a 

pillow, another got a blanket, and so on, for all his needs. He told the Chazon Ish that he 

didn’t want everyone to work for him, and he didn’t need any of this honor. The Chazon Ish 

replied, “Since when does an Esrog state an opinion about itself? An Esrog doesn’t tell the 

one who bought it whether it is beautiful or not, or if it is worthy or not. So too, one 

shouldn’t measure himself whether he is worthy of honor or not.” The Chazon Ish said, 

“Right now, you are a Mitzvah, and you deserve to be served and honored!” 

 

 The Siddur Speaks 
In Shemoneh Esrei we say, Hashiveinu Avinu L’Sorasecha, Return us, Hashem our 

Father, to Your Torah. The Chofetz Chaim says that many people do not know what to 

Daven for, because they don’t know what is important in life. These people, when they 

Daven and ask Hashem for material abundance, food, and Parnasah, they have a lot of 

emotion. However, when it comes to requests for Ruchniyus, like knowledge, Teshuvah, 

to learn Torah, for the rebuilding of Yerushalayim, it is only a rare few who really Daven 

from the bottom of their hearts. The Chofetz Chaim compares this to a foolish soldier in 

the Russian Army. One day the Czar was visiting his troops and all the soldiers stood at 

attention. The Czar walked up and down the rows of soldiers, looking at each one of 

them. Undoubtedly, they each wanted to make a good impression. The Czar was 

impressed with his soldiers and declared, "All of you have been performing very well, and 

in return, I will grant each of you one wish. All the soldiers started to think about what 

they could possibly ask for. Suddenly, one soldier ran out of his line and came forward, 

presenting himself in front of the Czar. He said, “I would like to ask the Czar to provide 

me with my daily meals!” The other soldiers were stunned by his request. They asked 

him, “Are you a fool? Why would you make such a request? As a soldier, your meals are 

already provided for you! In fact, everything you need, from food to clothing is already 

given to you by the Czar. It is part of being a soldier! He wanted to do something special 

for you, and you blew your opportunity!” The Chofetz Chaim said, “Are we any different 

when it comes to our Davening? We must realize that our main request should be for 

Ruchinyus, for our spiritual growth. Our physical needs are all given to us, because we are 

servants to Hashem. As soldiers in Hashem’s army, our physical requirements are taken 

care of by Hashem. If we would be smart when it comes to our opportunities to Daven 

and speak with Hashem, we would ask for something special, like the chance to grow in 

Ruchniyus. That is something worth asking for!” 
 


