
 

 

Last week’s Question:  The Gemarah in Chulin (88:) tells us 

that because Avraham said 

” אם מחוט ועד שרוך נעל ”   

His children merited the mitzvos of ציצית and תפילין? 

What is the connection between    מחוט -ציצית  and  

שרוך נעל  -תפילין  

Answer: We put the left shoe on before the right shoe. The 

Taz (siman 2) explains that the left is more important 

than the right when it comes to tying, since we put 

Teffilin on our left arm. 

New Question:  Where do we find two  Berachos  

containing the words “ אשר קדשנו במצותיו וצונו”, 

that are said over one mitzvah? 

 

 רבות מחשבות

As Hashem was destroying S’dom the 

pasuk says “Hashem remembered 

Avraham, and saved Lot”. Rashi asks, what 

did Hashem remember about Avraham 

regarding Lot?  He answers that “Lot kept 

the secret that Sarah was Avraham’s wife 

and not his sister.” Rav Aharon Kotler, zt”l, 

asks, Why  was keeping the secret so great 

a  merit that would save Lot?  After all, 

When Lot invited the two guests into his 

home, he was putting himself in danger.  

Shouldn’t this great  mitzvah of hachnosos 

orchim been merit enough to save him. 

R’Aharon answers, granted that mitzvah 

was great, however living with Avraham 

and seeing him fulfill the mitzvah of 

hachnosos orchim with so much 

enthusiasm and mesiras nefesh rubbed off 

on him. The idea of inviting guests became 

second nature to him. Therefore, that 

mitzvah wasn’t able to protect him. 

However, for him to keep a secret which 

he could have profited from (as after all he 

was the real brother of Sarah) was very 

difficult for him. Sometimes, when it 

comes to avodas Hashem things which 

come easy to us and are ingrained in our 

nature are not considered as meritorious 

as actions that are  challenging for us. 

Not So Little Secret 

The Weichholz family in memory of  Mr. Naftali Trauring ה  “ע נפתלי חיים בן משה צבינ “לע  

Renov Family ה  “ע רב יוסף בן אליהונ ה“לע  

The Farbman  family in memory of  ה “נ מרדכי לייב בן ישראל אנשיל  ע“לע  

 פרשת וירא  

Giving it Your All 
A little girl named Aliza had contracted a rare and serious disease and was being kept in a special hospital 

ward for seriously ill children. Aliza understood that the situation was quite grave. The doctor delicately 

told her parents that their daughter’s only chance of recovery appeared to be a blood transfusion. There 

seemed to be no other choice. After each family member was tested, it was determined that her 5 year 

old brother, who miraculously survived the same disease had developed the right anti-bodies needed to 

combat the illness, possessed a matching blood type, and he was the only family member whose blood 

could be used to help his sister. The Doctor explained the situation to the parents, stressing that is was 

important that they explain to their young son what was needed of him. The parents took their little boy 

aside and asked him if he would be willing to donate blood to his sister. He hesitated for only a minute 

and said, “Yes, I will do it if it will save Aliza.”  The little 5 year old boy was led to a bed in his sister’s 

room. A nurse administered him, talking and smiling as she worked, in effort to ease the whole family’s 

nervousness. “You’ll see everything will be just fine,” she said quietly to the little boy trying to get him to 

relax. As the transfusion progressed, he lay in bed and smiled bravely, seeing that the color was returning 

to his sister’s cheeks. This had a positive effect on everyone present. Then without warning, the little boy 

turned pale and his smile faded. He looked up at the doctor standing nearby and asked in a trembling 

voice, “Will I start to die right away?”   

This child’s pure intention can teach us all a lesson on mesiras nefesh. Being young, the boy 

misunderstood what his parents had told him; he thought that in order to save his sister, he was going to 

give her all of his blood and he would die. But he was willing to do it anyway! Take a lesson from 

Avraham and Ytizchok Avinu. After waiting for so long Avraham finally had a child and he was willing to 

give him as a Korban for Hashem! With the right attitude, one of selflessness, is all one needs to pass a 

test that Hashem sends him. Passing a test however, doesn’t mean you have to do something as drastic 

as bringing your child as a korbon. Passing a test can mean you overcoming something that is hard for 

you,    and when you overcome that; you are sending it up as your personal Korbon for Hashem. (Torah Tavlin) 



If someone were to conduct a poll as to what made Avraham unique and should be the one that the nation of Hashem comes from, most probably the most common 

answer would be because he was able to overcome the ten tests that Hashem put in front of him.  However the Torah testifies to a different attribute which made 

him special. The pasuk (18:19)  tells us “because he understands to command his children and household to guard the way of Hashem to do charity and justice”. It 

seems from here that Avraham was chosen because he understood the importance of imparting the mission of going in the ways of Hashem to his children.  

R’ Yecheskel Abramsky, zt”l, was together with some children and their rebbeiim during the holocaust. He, together with the rebbeim, tried very hard to provide for 

the children so they should be able to continue to learn and daven. However, the day came when their funds ran dry. R’ Abramsky went to a wealthy yet unobservant 

Jewish man and asked him to provide the much needed funds. R’ Abramsky tried to stress that this was a matter of life and death. The wealthy man just shook his 

head and said ‘don’t exaggerate; this is not life and death. These boys won’t die if they stop their studies’. That Friday night, the phone rang at the home of that 

wealthy man and when he picked up the phone, to his surprise, R’ Abramsky was on the line. R’ Abramsky said please help these boys and I hope you see from my 

calling on Shabbos the seriousness of the situation. The man said ‘we will meet on Sunday and I will give you what you need’. This is the unique quality of our leaders 

that started with Avraham Avinu that their utmost concern is the welfare of another Jew. And this is the way to follow in the ways of Hashem.    

  

 Shimon was lying in his hospital bed trying to take his mind off his pain. He began to have a conversation with Hashem. “I am so lonely here in this 
hospital. I have been here for 3 days and no one has come to visit me yet. I promise that when I get out of here, I will do bikur cholim at least once a 
week.” Baruch Hashem, he had a full recovery and he made good on his promise to fulfill the mitzvah of bikur cholim. One week, however, he was 
very busy and he only was able to go to the hospital on Friday morning. The person he was planning on visiting was sleeping. This was the only time 
he would have time to visit anyone that week.  He  called  R’ Yitzchok Zilberstein, shlita, and asked if visiting someone who is sleeping is considered a 
fulfillment of the mitzvah of bikur cholim? Rav Zilberstein answered that the answer to this question lies in this week’s parsha.   
When Hashem came to visit Avraham the pasuk writes “Va’yei’raeh ” (and he appeared) and Rashi comments that Hashem was coming to visit 
Avraham who was healing from the bris milah . The Rosh (Rav Asher ben Yechiel) asks how Rashi knew that Hashem was coming just for bikur 
cholim, maybe He was coming to bestow on him  prophecy?  He answers with a simple proof, from the fact the ensuing pssukim do not record any 
conversation between Hashem and Avraham, clearly alludes to Rashi’s idea that Hashem for no other reason but to visit Avraham”. R’ Zilberstein 
says from this Rosh we see that the mitzvah can be done even if you don’t speak to the choleh, which would include, if the person is sleeping, and 
telling someone to relay the message that you came to visit.    

 Milk and Meat Together 

 When Avraham welcomed his three guests, he rushed to prepare a lavish and filling meal. The pasuk describes all the different foods that he served. However, how 

could Avraham have served his guests butter, milk, and meat? We know that Avraham kept the whole Torah and the Halacha of separating milk and meat is included in 

the 613  mitzvos.                                                     T here are four answers given to this question and all those answers are alluded to in the pasuk. 

He first served the dairy and, only then, served the meat. 

They washed their hands and said birchas hamazon between the foods 

The meat was created through the Sefer Yetzira miraculously and was not animal meat. 

He put out both foods and each guest could choose from either dish ,but not both. 

The words ‘Vayikach chemah’ (and he took butter) has the trup of kadma v’azla (which means first and then) which alludes to the first answer, that first the dairy was 

served and then the meat. The word chalav (milk) has the trup of revi’i(four) is alluding to the second answer that they said the four brachos of birchas hamazon. The 

pasuk says “the cattle that Avraham made” alludes to the third answer that Avraham didn’t just prepare the meat, rather he created the meat. Lastly, it  says that he 

placed the food in front of them and the pasuk continues that he stood in front of them. This is in reference to the fact that he served both the dairy and meat but he 

stood over them so they wouldn’t eat from both the dairy and meat. [Toras Emes]. 
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