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 פרשת ויצא 
This adaptation is dedicated in honor 

of my dear wife, Devorah, 
and our dear daughter, Tova Zoe. 
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  "יצא יעקב מבאר שבע וילך חרנה. ויפגע במקוםו"
“Yaakov departed from Beersheba and 
went toward Haran.  He encountered 
the place”     )יא-י, כח(  
 
Every day, we recite the pasuk, “Hear, O Israel: 
Hashem is our G-d, Hashem, the One and Only.”  
The implication of this recital is that it is 
incumbent on us to know that Hashem is the first 
of everything – “One,” as in number one of 
everything.  That is to say that everything else is 
“number two” or “three,” etc.  Hashem must 
always be “number One” for us – first place.  
When we constantly place Hashem first in 
anything that we do – we merit true and 
constant closeness to HKB”H - thereby 
maintaining ceaseless emuna and bitachon.  
He is first (and He is last…) and everything 
depends on Him.  Therefore, we place our 
trust only in Him and we accept everything 
that He does to us, with love – recognizing 
that it is all for our ultimate benefit.  When a 
person does not despair and continues to 
trust Hashem – kindness encircles him 
because Hashem desires our emuna and 
bitachon.1 
 

 
)וט, חכ" (כי לא אעזבך"   

“For I will not forsake you”  
 
Yaakov Avinu fled from Esau, who wanted to kill 
him.  After 14 years of learning Torah, day and 
night, he left the sanctuary of holiness and 
headed to Haran (חרן) – a place of anger (חרון אף) 
and harsh judgments.  Suddenly, the sun set 
upon him and he was surrounded by wild beasts 
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– terrible concealment.  Precisely in the midst of 
this misfortune – HKB”H revealed Himself and 
promised him such amazing guarantees: 
“Behold, I am with you; I will guard you 
wherever you go, and I will return you to this 
soil; for I will not forsake you.”2 
 
A father never forsakes his children.  A father 
loves his children.  A father protects them.  
Yaakov Avinu revealed that, even in the midst of 
concealment and great darkness – Hashem is 
there.  “Surely Hashem is present in this place 
and I did not know!”3  I did not know that even at 
the pinnacle of darkness, You are with me – with 
every one of us, even with the worst sinner in the 
world.  When this truth is revealed, we receive 
strength and joy.  Yaakov Avinu was never 
broken by whatever happened to him in the 
interim.  He set out on his way and Elifaz, Esau’s 
son, pursued him, intent on killing him.  While he 
let him live – he stole all of his money and 
possessions, leaving him in abject poverty.  Yet, 
Yaakov remained strong in his emuna.  He had no 
doubts against Hashem, Who had promised to 
“guard you wherever you go.”  He knew that 
Hashem was with him.  In that merit, he survived 
20 years with the leading swindler, Lavan, and 
extracted, from the depths of the husks, the holy 
foremothers and the holy shevatim. 
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In the midst of the grimmest darkness, one 
thing is expected of us: emuna that Hashem is 
with us – to have emuna in the promise that 
Yaakov Avinu and all of his descendants 
received: “I will not forsake you.” 
 
So often, a person feels that he does not really 
have emuna in salvation.  He feels like he is 
deceiving himself.  He says, “With Hashem’s help, 
it will be okay” – but it is without conviction, it is 
superficial.  Inside, he has accepted that it is a 
lost cause.  In these situations, our only 
counsel is to have emuna in the salvation 
even in the depths of “lost hope.”  In the 
depths of every Jewish heart, there rests true 
emuna in the Creator’s unlimited power.  We 
must connect to it.  We must have wholesome 
emuna that Hashem is All-Powerful.  When a 
person only experiences the good – it is no 
challenge to have emuna and bitachon in 
Hashem.  Precisely, when HKB”H hides the 
salvation, he waits for us: “Look to Me because I 
want only what is best for you.  I never do 
anything bad to you.  What I do is for the very 
best for you, even if you have not yet merited 
seeing the great good that is veiled in this 
concealment.” 
 
A certain unlearned Jew once approached the 
Baal Shem Tov, asking to be taught the path of 
serving Hashem that would provide him with 
both this world and the next world. 
 
The tzaddik replied, “Accept upon yourself to 
always be happy with your lot and satisfied with 
Hashem’s conducting of your life.  Allow HKB”H 
to arrange things in the best possible way.  Look 
to Him at all times.  Take strength in Him – at all 
costs.  Infiltrate your heart with the concept that 
He does the absolute best for you.  Then you will 
merit seeing how everything was actually for 
your benefit.” 
 
A person tends to think that the indictments 
against him in Heaven are only when he 
transgresses.  However, the truth is that the 
primary charges against us are why we did 
not accept Hashem’s Providence with love 
and emuna.  Why did we not say thank You?  

Why were we sad and never satisfied?  These are 
the serious accusations in Heaven.  Emuna and 
bitachon are a delight to the Creator.  Does 
Hashem not deserve, after everything that He 
does for us, for us humbly to accept even 
what we do not understand? 
 
Heaven’s calculations are incomprehensible.  The 
distance between the Creator and the created is 
tremendous.  “’For My thoughts are not your 
thoughts, neither are your ways My ways,’ says 
Hashem.”4 
 
“I have emuna in You, Master of the World, 
that You do only what is absolutely best for 
me.  I am too small to understand the benefit 
that is hidden in every concealment, in every 
challenge with which You test me.  However, I 
have emuna that I will yet merit seeing the 
immense good that is hidden in this veneer.” 
 
The entire world was created so that, at every 
moment, we remember Hashem, recognize that 
Hashem is with us, accompanies us and is found 
with us – in everything that we do.  We must 
constantly talk to Hashem, always say “with 
Hashem’s help,” “Baruch Hashem.”  Everything 
that happens to us during the course of the 
day is to get us to say these phrases. 
 
Hashem never gives up on anyone.  Especially 
those who are most distant.  When they do some 
minor deed, HKB”H enjoys tremendous delight 
and pleasure from it.  This person, who others do 
not accept, who does not accept himself and 
thinks of himself as a failure, for whom nothing 
goes well – Hashem never gives up on him, under 
any circumstances. 
 
Are you going through a difficult period in 
life?  Very difficult?  Remember, you have an 
express promise.  You have a promise that 
Yaakov Avinu procured on that great and 
awesome night, on that hallowed ground, the 
future site of the Beis Hamikdash.  You have a 
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promise that was essentially made to every 
Jew, in every place, in every generation, in 
every situation: “Behold, I am with you; I will 
guard you wherever you go … for I will not 
forsake you.” 
 
Salvation is from Hashem.  Yaakov Avinu 
endured it all.  He was driven from his father’s 
home, robbed and dispossesses of all of his 
belongings, forced to spend 20 years in the 
environment of an evil and unscrupulous man.  
Yaakov Avinu entered the nadir of darkness and 
concealment – and revealed for us that Hashem 
is found precisely there.  “And behold!  Hashem 
was standing over him.”5  He was not frightened 
by the gloom that descended upon him.  He did 
the one and only thing that could extricate 
him from the obscurity, that can extricate 
anyone who is suddenly plunged into 
darkness, he turned to Hashem.  “He 
encountered the place.”  “Master of the 
World, rescue me.  Master of the World, only 
You can help me.” 
 
Yaakov was wholesome (תם).  Wholesomeness is 
emuna and bitachon.  The wholesome person has 
bitachon in Hashem that He will always help him, 
in whatever he does.  Even when there are 
difficult times, and concealment overpowers 
everything else – the wholesome person is not 
dejected.  He continues to trust his Father in 
Heaven and he merits seeing miracles and 
wonders in every step and stride because “for 
him who trusts in Hashem - kindness will 
encompass him.”6 
 
The ladder in Yaakov’s dream stood on the 
ground but its head reached the heavens.  A 
person who stands on the ground, but his head 
reaches the heavens, always looks to Hashem.  
He is completely filled with bitachon in Hashem.  
This kind of person lives a happy life.  “Blessed is 
the man who trusts in Hashem; Hashem shall be 
his trust.”7 
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Every Jew possesses this element that constantly 
looks upward, that constantly desires Hashem, a 
portion of the Divine.  That element is in exile, an 
exile within the physical body.  However, there is 
no surrender, no forbearance.  The soul that is 
found within the body never gives up.  It is in its 
prison, the body, but it never gives up, it 
constantly wants to raise its head, like a 
drowning person: “Hashem, I do not give up, 
Hashem, I love You.” 
 
This world obscures Hashem’s light.  We must 
escape the concealments - the concealments of 
sadness, of feeling deprived, of feeling a sense of 
failure, of ineptitude, of tribulations, of bad luck 
– we must escape these and connect to the light 
of “there is nothing aside from Hashem.”  We 
must always enhance and improve our 
abilities to contemplate reality and to see, in 
every occurrence and every event, the hand 
of Providence, the hand of HKB”H. 
 
In every challenge in life, a person must remind 
himself that Hashem is All-Capable.  A person 
sees that, according to the laws of nature, there 
is no hope – so he despairs.  He throws up his 
hands.  We must have emuna that the Creator 
of the World does things that we cannot 
fathom.  Just as He split the Sea and the 
Jewish people crossed on dry land, so too, He 
can grant us health, livelihood, shidduchim, 
everything.  Cast aside logic and strengthen 
emuna and bitachon. 
 
More than anything, we need the attribute of 
bitachon.  We cannot live serenely without 
bitachon.  What is bitachon?  It means looking 
only to Hashem.  I am in the hands of the 
Creator of the World.  He created me and He 
never abandons me.  He gives me whatever I 
need and if He does not give me something – 
it is a sign that I do not need it. 
 
When a Jew endures, when he suffers – he 
must remember that Hashem lives his pain.  
Hashem is with us, He escorts us, He 
experiences the challenges we face, He knows 
what we go through, He does not forget us, He 
loves us.  Be strong – turn to Him! 
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 תפילה
 

Master of the World!  Help me perceive and reveal the Divine light in everything: in the buildings, the trees, the blue sky, the 
sea of yarmulkes of the boys returning together from yeshiva who look so holy, the flowers for the holy Shabbos, the table 
and chairs that we use all week. 
 
Essentially, what I am asking for, Father, is the ability to see Your light in every single thing. 
 
Like that one time, when everything sparkled for me with that special light – everything looked new, spectacular – 
everything instilled such joy in my heart. 
 
Help me, Father, to feel the vitality that I once felt in everything that I did to serve You – like my regular visits to the graves 
of tzaddikim in the North every Erev Rosh Chodesh – running from grave to grave, tefillos from the depth of my heart.  When 
walking home from the bus stop, the streets looked brand new, as if heavy rains had washed it all, as if I had never before 
walked these streets. 
 
Help me be excited, like I once was, over every matter of holiness – to scream in the fields, like I used to, as I hear others 
doing now.  Instead, lately, I worry about my voice, afraid of becoming hoarse. 
 
Help me, Father, to escape the heaviness and return to the freshness of earlier days.  Together with that, help me enjoy the 
restrictions of age that force me to remain more in my place and to enjoy my newly acquired downtime to engage in the 
sweet things of life – like engrossing myself in Rebbe Nosson’s Likutey Tefillos and to repeat the sentence that was written 
there for and about me, dozens of times. 
 
Help me feel how my heart is filled with longings and yearnings for You. 
 

Have an awesome, uplifting, and wonderful Shabbos, 

Dov Elias 

Notice: The foregoing is based on my limited understanding of the Parsha Sheet, Ohr Ha’Emuna, disseminated by Harav Menachem Azolai Shlita and is not a 
complete or exact adaptation of Ohr Ha’Emuna and is not necessarily even a reliable interpretation of the ideas presented therein.  Ohr Ha’Emuna is published 
in Hebrew; in translation, accuracy is always compromised.  Rav Azolai has not reviewed this material - any inaccuracies, omissions or confusion should be 
attributed exclusively to me.  I still hope you enjoy and it provides some chizuk.  Thank you Mordi Blass for helping with some of the Hebrew expressions.  
Thank you to my wife, Devorah, for proofreading and commenting on the “working draft.” 
©Dov Elias 5777.  (973)9-EMUNA-9        ז                 תשע" י' כסלו – December 10, 2016 
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A Jew’s greatest joy is the knowledge that 
Hashem is always with him.  The knowledge that 
Hashem never deserts us, even when it 
overwhelmingly feels like we are alone, gives us 
the strength and the power to continue.  It allows 
us to be down here and lift our heads upwards – 
remain below and have emuna that Hashem 
looks upon us, loves us – and to lift our heads to 
Him.  That, more than anything else, elevates us 
and makes us happy.  
 
Every day is a series of adventures and we 
encounter many obstacles along the way.  They 
are all trials from above – all to draw us closer to 
Hashem.  We must remember that we are never 
faced with a challenge that we cannot withstand 
and wherever we are, Hashem is with us and 
helps us.  If we strengthen ourselves, even a 

little, He strengthens us a great deal.  The entire 
purpose of the challenge is to strengthen and 
build us because HKB”H is a good Father who 
worries about His children.  Our Father wants 
His children to learn to overcome the crises that 
we face in life.  That is the only way we merit 
ascending spiritual levels and coming close to 
Hashem. 
 
In the midst of the darkness, in the opaquest 
clouds, one thing is expected of us: to never 
cease seeking Hashem, speaking to Him, 
having emuna that He is with us in the 
anguish, having emuna in the blessing that 
Yaakov Avinu and all of his descendants 
received: “I will not forsake you.”  That 
promise was made to each of us – we need 
only tap into its tremendous power. 

 


