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Shabbat schedule  

Friday/ ערב שבת 
Hadlakat nerot 7:40 
First Minyan  
Shir Hashirim 6:25 
Mincha 6:35 
Second Minyan  
Mincha 7:40 

Shabbat/שבת  
Shachrit/korbanot 8:00 

Hashem Melech 8:15 

Shema Magen Abraham 8:41 

Shiur Chovot Halevavot 

Afternoon/שבת 
Halacha shiur  5:45 

Kids Tehilim 6:30 

Mincha 7:00 

סעודת שלישית 
 Shekia 7:57

 Rabbi’s lecture 8:30

 Arbit following lecture

 Rabenu Tam 9:09

Bachurim program 

 Restarting Elul

21 Cedar Street  Lakewood NJ

The Pasuk says that ה' told Bnei Yisrael – remember that I took you through the 
Midbar, forty years, in order to put you through duress, to test you if you are willing 
to serve ה' or not. Therefore I oppressed you and starved you, but then I gave you 
afterwards the Mann to eat – in order to understand that man’s existence is not only 
by the food he eats, but only by Hashem’s decision does he exist. 
  
We think that eating healthy foods keeps us healthy, but this is not so. Even though 
we should eat healthy food, as the Rambam says, but health is decided solely on 
 the decree of Hashem. We see many people eating healthy foods and that – 'מוצאי פי ה
develop many sicknesses and diseases, as the Rambam explains health and sickness 
are all from Misvot or Aveirot, as well as all other problems in life. Following the 
Torah gives a person life and the opposite is true when one commits Aveirot. The 
Gaon M’Vilna asks on the above Pasuk, why does Hashem have to first ויענך ויבעיבך 
– put Bnei Yisrael through suffering and starvation and then give them the Mann? 
What kind of a test was this to show if they will serve Hashem or not? Couldn’t they 
see from all of the miracles of the Mann that Hashem was in charge of their life and 
livelihood? He answers, we see from here that one can not appreciate and understand 
the greatness of Hashem until he goes through hardship. We see in life the pampered 
children and eventual adults that are rarely satisfied with their basic necessities. 
When they are lacking something or it is not attainable they fall apart and get 
disoriented, and they can’t function. One who went through hardships in life usually 
is more appreciative when he gets help from others, and so much more when we 
realize that it is all from Hashem. 
  
The Rabbis, in Hobot Halebabot, bring a Mashal for this: a father who had a number 
of his own children, one day found an abandoned child. He brought him home and he 
and his wife took care of the child from a young age to adulthood. One day a guest 
visited his home and was astonished to see how one of his children was constantly 
thanking his mother and father for the food and clothes. Anything he could do to 
please his parents he would do easily. While the other children were very laid back 
and not as appreciative as that one. He could not hold himself back and inquired 
from the father why this was so. After the father explained to him, “We saved his life 
and now that he is older he fully appreciates what we have done for him, while the 
other siblings were brought up normally, they feel that all we give them is expected.” 
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Little Meir had big dreams. At a very young age, he hoped to somehow start a revolution unifying Klal 
Yisroel. “Maybe all yidden around the world could learn the same thing,” he imagined. But the other 
children shattered his “silly dream”. “Sure,” they countered, “You can arrange for all yidden in every 
country to learn the same thing. Why don’t you just play like the rest of us ? “Luckily, little Meir was 
not convinced, although they did have a point. How could he accomplish such a feat? But he would try 
his best and let Hashem decide the outcome. 
As he grew, Meir learned diligently, continually aspiring to do more. Besides for his very lofty  dreams, 
he also had a very special mother. Meir, when just a young boy, was set up to learn with a Melamed as 
his parents insisted that his learning take precedence over everything else. One day, the melamed did 
not show up to learn. Meir didn’t think much of it, but was alarmed to find his mother crying. What had 
happened? Something must be terribly wrong that had caused his mother to cry! When he approached 
her, and asked the reason for her tears, her answer changed his life forever. “What happened”, she 
responded, “you lost a day of learning and that can never be made up! All the Torah you could have 
learnt today is lost!” and she continued to cry. 
Armed with his dreams and his mother’s tears, little Meir grew up to become the great Rav Meir 
Shapiro zt”l founder of Yeshiva Chachmei Lublin and famous daf yomi program which enabled yidden 
all over the world to learn the same daf of gemara every day and complete shas together. Rav Meir had 
united yidden everywhere as he had dreamed and promoted Torah learning worldwide, each minute 

precious as his mother had taught. 

This answers the question, why Hashem puts us through tests נסיונות and difficulties in life, in order to appreciate all that 
we get, our lives, food, clothing, health, etc. The word לנסותך means to test us, to see if we are really sincere in serving 
Hashem under duress. The Zohar Hakadosh explains the word לנסותך, from the word נס, as a flag that rises high and also 
uplifts. The Hafetz Haim explains that all tests are to uplift us to a higher level of service to Hashem. After he sees 
Yeshuat Hashem when he was suffering or sick or in danger, this brings one close to Hashem and to have more Emunah 
and Ahaba to Him. 
  
He says that now especially in the time of Ikbita D’Meshicha, Hashem is testing us more in order to finalize our 
fortitude in serving Him, in order to bring Mashiach hastily to give us the utmost of reward for our great observance of 
Hashem under duress. 

Shabbat Shalom 
Harav Ezra Zafrani 

HASHEM’S AMAZING WORLD/ נפלאות הבורא 

STORIES OF OUR GEDOLIM 

The Cuttlefish 

One of the most mystifying creatures of the deep, the cuttlefish has abilities and even senses that are alien to us humans. This versatile animal 
can change its appearance at will, mimicking floating vegetation or rocks on the seafloor. Yet when danger looms, the animal can jet away at 
great speeds, shooting out a smoke screen of ink or using its ink to create decoys of itself. How does the cuttlefish accomplish all this?  
Hakadosh Baruch Hu has endowed this fascinating creature with many amazing features which we will study below. 

When it comes to changing one's skin color, the cuttlefish outshines even the chameleon, in both degree and kind. The cuttlefish changes color 
by using the chromatophore, a special kind of cell found under its skin. Chromatophores contain sacs that are full of colored pigment and that 
are surrounded by tiny muscles. When the cuttlefish needs to camouflage itself, its brain sends a signal to contract the muscles around the 
sacs. Then the sacs and the pigment within them expand, and the cuttlefish quickly changes its color and pattern. When vying for a mate, for 
example, some male cuttlefish will showcase "intense zebra displays". The cuttlefish can also use muscles in its dermis to change its skin 
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texture from smooth to rough, enabling it to hide easily among rocks on the seafloor, for 
instance. Unlike the octopus's arms, which that animal often uses to move and carry 
objects, the cuttlefish's eight arms are specialized for grasping prey after the cuttlefish 
captures it with its two elongated tentacles. When potential food sources such as fish or 
shrimp swim near, the cuttlefish can alter the color of its skin while waving its arms in a 
mesmerizing display. This lures potential prey to within reach of the cuttlefish's tentacles, 
which can then shoot rapidly from a pocket at the base of the arms to grab the prey.  The 
arms are also important for a defensive display in which the cuttlefish sucks water into its 
mantle cavity and spreads its arms in order to appear larger to its potential opponent.  

The cuttlefish's beak looks much like a parrot's beak, but it is hard to see because it lies 
buried at the base of the animal's eight arms. The cuttlefish can use its beak to help subdue 
prey and to defend itself against predators and rivals by biting. Like cuttlebones, beaks 

differ among species, and their remains enable scientists to identify which cuttlefish species have lived and died in certain areas.  

The cuttlefish has one of the largest brain-to-body size ratios of any invertebrate, perhaps even larger than that of the octopus. The 
cuttlefish brain can handle input from a variety of senses, including sight, smell, and even "sound" (in the form of pressure waves). 
According to some scientists studying cephalopod learning, the cuttlefish can use visual clues to solve mazes, making it as intelligent as 
the octopus or land animals like the pigeon.  

A defining characteristic of the cuttlefish, the cuttlebone is a porous internal shell that helps control buoyancy, making it functionally 
similar to swim bladders in fish. Cuttlebones have both gas-filled forward chambers and water-filled rear chambers. Although it can take 
hours for the cuttlefish to change its density through its cuttlebone alone, the animal can control its positioning in the water with the aid of 
its specialized fins and mantle.  

Although color-blind, the cuttlefish has two of the most highly developed eyes in the animal kingdom. It can see well in low light and can 
also detect polarized light, enhancing its perception of contrast. While we humans reshape our lenses in order to focus on specific objects, 
the cuttlefish moves its lenses by reshaping its entire eye. Also, the cuttlefish's eyes are very large in proportion to its body and may 
increase image magnification upon the retina, while the distinct "W"-shaped pupil helps control the intensity of light entering the eye.  
While the cuttlefish uses its mantle cavity for jet propulsion, it relies on its specialized fins for basic mobility and maintaining consistent 
speeds. Resembling a short, flouncy skirt, the muscular fin can maneuver the cuttlefish in nearly any direction: backward, forward, even in 
circles, with such movement being more energetically efficient than jetting. The movement and positioning of the fins also come into play 
when smaller males in certain species mimic the opposite gender in order to swim past larger males and gain access to females.  
The cuttlefish has three hearts, with two pumping blood to its large gills and one circulating the oxygenated blood to the rest of its body. 
The blood itself is blue-green in color because it possesses hemocyanin, a copper-containing protein typical in cephalopods—cuttlefish, 
octopuses, and squids—that transports oxygen throughout their bodies.  

Like its close relatives, the squid and octopus, the cuttlefish is equipped with an ink sac that can help it make a last-ditch escape from 
predators that hunt by sight. The cuttlefish can eject its ink in two ways. One way creates a smoke screen behind which the animal can 
escape perceived danger. In the other, the released ink takes the form of "pseudomorphs," or bubbles of ink surrounded by mucus that are 
roughly the size of the cuttlefish and can act as decoys. The ink, which contains dopamine and L-DOPA, a precursor to dopamine, may 
also temporarily paralyze the sense of smell in predators that hunt by scent.  

Although the cuttlefish can't hear, it can detect sound in the form of pressure waves using its lateral epidermal lines. Seen via a scanning 
electron microscope, these lines consist of thousands of hair cells. The cells seem to be especially sensitive to sounds ranging between 75 
and 100 Hz, with 100 Hz being similar in frequency to a typical automobile engine running at maximum speed. One physiological study 
showed that in total darkness, healthy cuttlefish could capture about 50 percent of available prey, whereas cuttlefish with compromised 
epidermal lines could capture only about 30 percent. The hair cells can also be used in defense, allowing cuttlefish to detect the movement 
of possible predators.  
The multifunctional mantle cavity is important for cuttlefish locomotion, giving the animal its characteristic jet propulsion ability. To jet 
away from a predator, the cuttlefish sucks water into the cavity and then uses its strong mantle muscles to expel the liquid with great force, 
driving the cuttlefish in the opposite direction. Water exits through a movable part called the funnel, which controls the angle of the spray. 
The mantle cavity also aids in respiration by bringing water to the animal's gills, which in turn filter oxygen into its bloodstream.  
Note: According to the Radziner Rebbe in 1815, The Cuttlefish is the חלזון used for making תכלת on ציצית and was used by his chasidim.  

How wondrous are Your acts Hashem, You have made them all with great wisdom! 

Rabbi Eliyahu Tobal 
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Weekly Halacot - הלכה למעשה

1. Obligat ion to g ive 
Tzedaka  

The obligation to give Tzedaka is a positive 
commandment as it says in the pasuk: (Devarim, 
15,7) “You shall surely give him” (the pauper).  
If one refrains from giving a poor person Tzedaka, 
he transgresses a negative command of (Devarim, 
15,7) “Do not harden your heart and do not hold 
back your hand” (from giving Tzedaka). 

2. Testing Hashem  

Although it is forbidden to test Hashem, however, 
when dealing with Tzedaka it is permitted to test 
Hashem.  
The Gemara states: (Rosh Hashanah 4.) “One who 
gives a coin to Tzedaka so that his son should live, 
is considered a completely righteous person.” Our 
rabbis explain, one who gives Tzedaka it is as if he 
has lent to Hashem (so to speak) and Hashem 
guarantees his repayment.  

3. Tzedaka protects from death  

King Solomon writes in Mishle, (10,4) “Tzedaka 
saves from death.”  
Our Rabbis teach us, (Tanna Debeh Eliyahu perek 
10) There is no greater protection against the angel 
of death as Tzedaka.  
There is no greater shield from accusing and 
damaging angels like Tzedaka. (Sefer Meil Eliyahu, 
# 1542)  
Even when his time comes to pass away, he is taken 
with great mercy and minimal pain. (Ibid #842)  
One who gives Tzedaka is protected from an 
unnatural death on that day. (Sefer Hayashar, 13) 

4. Order of preference in Tzedaka  

There is an order of precedence of whom to give 
Tzedaka which is a combination of factors that is as 
follows:   

Vicinity  

• A poor person in your neighborhood  
• The poor of your city.  
• The poor of Jerusalem  
• The poor of the land of Israel  

THE LAWS OF TZEDAKA  (Part 1) 

• The poor Jews of the world  

Gender, situation 

• A poor woman before a poor man.  
• Elderly person before a young person.  
• Sick person before a healthy person.  

Classification  

Order of Classification is as follows: 
• A Talmid Hacham in need, even if he is a 

mamzer (illegitimate).  
• Kohen 
• Levi  
• Yisrael 
• Illegitimates 
• Converts  

5. Tzedaka to relatives  

There is a special priority given relatives over non-
relatives, and within  
relatives there is an order of priority that is as 
follows:  

1. Daughters or sons (limud torah)  

2. Mother and father  

3. Mother in law or father in law  

4. Sister and brother  

5. Sister or brother in law  

6. Cousins  

6. Priority in types of Tzedaka  

1.kollel learning Halacha  

2. Talmud torah  

3. Kiruv (Outreach) 

4. Girls yeshiva  

Halachot were reviewed by Harav Ezra Zafrani 


