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oFÚÜ §l Ædc̈Ed§iÎzi¥a §l

mi®¦aFh mi ¦c£r «Ÿn §l «E d ½̈g §n ¦U §lE
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 With acknowledgment and thanks to HKB"H
for the rain the last couple of days (as of this writing), let's look again at the
weather issue of Kiddush L'vana. During the rainy season, we have a bit of a
confict, in that clear skies at night work in favor of our chances of saying KL,
but against our need for rain. Opportunities for KL are reduced during the
winter months. Last Thursday night was first op for 3-day people (Minhag
Yerushalayim); most found it cloudy and did not say KL. Motza"Sh was clear
and many people said KL. But it was before 7 full days from the molad, so
some did not yet have an op. May the rains continue, but with some KL ops

PPexplanations on p.640
and on www.ttidbits.com

click on PP+ or PPx
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Candles VAYCHI Havdala S h'mot

4:09 Yerushalayim / Maale Adumim 5:25 4:14 5:30

4:27 Aza area (Netivot, S'deirot, et al) 5:28 4:32 5:33

4:25 Beit Shemesh / RBS 5:26 4:30 5:31

4:24 Gush Etzion 5:25 4:29 5:30

4:24 Raanana / Tel Mond / Herzliya / Kfar Saba 5:26 4:29 5:31

4:24 Modi'in / Chashmona'im 5:25 4:29 5:30

4:24 Netanya 5:25 4:29 5:30

4:25 Be'er Sheva / Otniel 5:28 4:30 5:33

4:25 Rehovot 5:26 4:30 5:31

4:09 Petach Tikva 5:26 4:14 5:31

4:23 Ginot Shomron 5:25 4:28 5:30

4:13 Haifa / Zichron 5:24 4:18 5:29

4:23 Gush Shiloh 5:24 4:28 5:29

4:25 Tel Aviv / Giv'at Sh'muel 5:26 4:30 5:31

4:24 Giv'at Ze'ev 5:25 4:29 5:30

4:25 Chevron / Kiryat Arba 5:26 4:30 5:31

4:27 Ashkelon 5:28 4:32 5:33

4:25 Yad Binyamin 5:26 4:30 5:31

4:10 Tzfat / Bik'at HaYarden 5:22 4:15 5:27

Rabbeinu Tam (J'lem) - 5:58pm         Next week: 6:08pm
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JERUSALEM Distribution
Two shuls are looking for a
weekly distributor:
• Kol Rina, Nachla'ot
• El Ram V'Nisa, Talpiot
Call Toni 0505-772-111 for details

  Our Mental, Emotional, Religious Agenda
As of this writing, we are approaching
Asara b'Tevet and Shabbat Parshat
Vaychi. As of your reading, you might
be past one or both of those dates.
Either way, the four-fold fast day and
(l'havdil, maybe) the conclusion of the
Book of B'reishit are fresh in our collec-
tive minds and hearts.
Every special calendar date and every
weekly sedra calls upon us for intro-
spection, and making decisions about
"where do we go from here?".
There is a Midrash that states: G-d said
to the people of Israel - "YOU sold Yosef
into slavery in Egypt! I swear by your
lives that you will say, every single year,
'AVADIM HAYINU... we were slaves to
Par'o in Egypt.'"
Although there are other explanations
for the Egyptian slavery prior to nation-
hood, this Midrash makes the clear
point that our oppression and slavery
was due to the enmity among the
brothers. It is also well-known that the
disunity within Bnei Yisrael was a major
cause of the Churban... and it's a good
guess that the splits among the Jewish
people today are a major obstacle to
the Geula Shleima.
The story of the Book of B'reishit, and
especially its end, seem to plant the
seeds of the Churban many hundreds
of years later. 
We need to ask ourselves a couple of
questions. Are we just reading the
Torah week in and week out, year after
year - or - are we ready to do some
serious repair work to ourselves, our
communities, and Klal Yisrael?

Yosef might have told his brothers that
they should not feel so bad for what
they did to him, because it was really
G-d's plan, but the families of the
brothers certainly suffered bitterly
thoughout the Egyptian experience.

We might also suggest that if there
would have been a totally sincere
reconcilliation between the brothers
and Yosef, much of Tanach and sub-
sequent Jewish History would have
been vastly different.

Mourning the destruction of the Beit
HaMikdash is not enough. We must
examine the causes AND decide to do
something about it.

To be sure, this idea has been
expressed countless times throughout
our history, but without judging pre-
vious generations, we are responsible
for our generation, and maybe the next
one or two as well.

An important pre-requisite to our
working in a positve way towards
hastening the Geula, is a genuine
longing for the Beit HaMikdash and
everything that goes along with it, a
longing for the Moshiach, and a convic-
tion that we should not merely be
spectators to the process, but can and
should be active participants.
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In loving memory of
Mollie Padawer d"r
d"r lkin l`igi za diln
on her first yahrzeit, zah `"i

Her beautiful smile and the tehillim she said for
everyone are greatly missed by her children and

grandchildren and all who knew her

May the learning from this
issue of TT be Dznyp ielrl

Vaychi
12th of 54 sedras; 
12 of 12 in B'reishit

Written on 148.33 lines (rank: 45th)

12 parshiot, 7 open and 5 closed

In addition, the first part of the sedra is the
end of the previous parsha from Vayigash.
Vaychi is the only sedra that does not
begin at a parsha break.

85 p'sukim - 44th (12th in B'reishit)

1158 words - 44th (12th in B'reishit)

4448 letters - 43rd (12th in B'reishit)

No mitzvot are counted from Vaychi.
One of 17 sedras without mitzvot.

[P> X:Y (Z)] and [S> X:Y (Z)] indicate start
of a parsha p'tucha or s'tuma. X:Y is
Perek:Pasuk of the beginning of the
parsha; (Z) is the number of p'sukim in the
parsha.

Kohen - First Aliya 
13 p'sukim - 47:28-48:9
[47:28 (4) part of the last parsha of
Vayigash] The sedra begins with
Yaakov at age 147, having been in
Mitzrayim for 17 years. (Remember
that Yosef was 17 when the trouble
started.) The Torah tells us that
Yaakov is near death and Yosef is
called to his bedside. Yaakov asks
Yosef that he (Yaakov) should not be
buried in Egypt but rather in Me'arat
HaMachpeila. Yosef agrees - Yaakov
asks Yosef to swear to it.

 Why would Yaakov insist that
Yosef swear - didn't he trust him?
Among other reasons, the oath might
prove necessary in obtaining permis-
sion from Par'o for the funeral. Even if
Par'o would have been inclined to say
"no", he would respect an oath. This,
according to Midrash, because Yosef
had sworn not to divulge a particular
secret about Par'o (that he, Yosef, knew
more languages than Par'o - a fact that
would not impress Par'o's subjects
favorably). Par'o could not say to Yosef,
"I don't care what promises you made",
etc.

There are commentaries who suggest
another possible reason for making
Yosef swear - Yosef might be upset
about his mother's not having being
buried in the "proper" place, and he
might not be favorable to Yaakov's
request.

 Yaakov asks Yosef for Chesed
veEmet, Kindness & Truth, or True
Kindness. It is considered that tending
to the burial of the dead is the purest
form of kindness, because, among
other reasons, it is the one situation in
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On the occasion of the 36th yahrzeit
of my dear revered father

IRVING BUNIM l"f
ig epia` cer

We recall his great love for Torah
and Eretz Yisrael, and Klal Yisrael.

May he be a xyei uiln for us all.

which the recipient of your kindness
cannot repay the favor himself. It is an
act of kindness without recompense.
However, commentators question this
idea in Yosef's case. We are taught that
Yosef merited having his remains taken
out of Egypt as a reward for his
attention to Yaakov's wishes. How can
we refer to what he did for his father as
Chesed shel Emet? One answer is that
Yosef received reward in kind only by
being taken out of Egypt and buried in
the Land of Israel. His body spent a long
time in Egypt. His act of True Kindness
to his father was that Yaakov's body did
not spend even a moment buried in
Egypt. For this, Yosef was not paid back
in kind; his action on behalf of Yaakov's
funeral arrangements was indeed
Chesed veEmet.

Another understanding of the con-
cept of CHESED SHEL EMET is that
when one does a favor for a living
person, one never knows if things will
actually turn out all right. It might look
like a good thing to do, but things can
turn out "don't do me any favors". An
act of kindness to the dead is an
unquestioned act of Chesed.

[P> 48:1 (22)] Sometime later, Yosef is
informed (by Efrayim who regularly

ministers to and learns Torah with
Yaakov) that Yaakov is sick ("at
death's door"). Yosef brings his two
sons with him to Yaakov (so that they
can receive his blessing). Yaakov is
strengthened by the news of Yosef's
impending visit (Thus is the power of
Bikur Cholim).

 As to who told Yosef that his
father was sick, it is Rashi who brings
the opinion that it was Efrayim, who
tended to Yaakov's needs in Goshen
while Yosef was in Egypt proper. The
Midrash says that it was A-s'nat, Yosef's
wife, who told him. 

Speaking of A-s'nat... The Midrash says
that she was Dina's daughter, who was
raised by Potifar in Egypt. The Midrash
also says that when Potifar's wife
accused Yosef of improper advances, it
was A-s'nat who privately told Potifar
the truth, thus saving Yosef's life.

Yaakov tells Yosef of G-d's prom- ises
to him and his descendants and of
Rachel's death and burial. He then
assures Yosef that his two sons,
Efrayim and Menashe, will be equal to
Yaakov's sons. (This in essence, is the
double portion of inheritance that
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Yaakov is giving to "his heart's
firstborn", the elder of his beloved
Rachel's sons.) Then Yaakov takes
notice of the boys and asks Yosef to
present them so that he can bless
them.

Levi - Second Aliya 
7 p'sukim - 48:10-16
Yaakov's eyesight fails him in his old
age (as did Yitzchak's - Yaakov's failing
eyesight can be blamed on his crying
for 22 years for Yosef, as stated in the
Midrash) and Yosef brings his sons
and moves them towards Yaakov, who
kisses and hugs them. Yosef then takes
his sons off of Yaakov's lap, so that he
can present them formally to Yaakov,
for their brachot. After bowing before
Yaakov, Yosef carefully and formally
presents his sons to Yaakov with
Menashe on his left and Efrayim on
his right so that Yaakov's hands will
rest on the appropriate heads for the
blessings. Yaakov switches his hands,
resting his right on Efrayim's head and
his left on Menashe's. Then Yaakov
blesses Yosef by blessing his (Yosef's)
children with the famous words
HAMAL'ACH HA'GO'EL OTI...

Yaakov's reference to fish in his bracha
for Efrayim and Menashe (and all
Jewish children in perpetuity) is
explained on at least two levels. Fish
are prolific; Yaakov was blessing his
descendants that they should become
a large nation. It is also known that the
EYIN HARA has no hold over fish (which
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It's not the load that breaks you down.
It's the way you carry it        (C.S. Lewis)

also had something to do with their
survival during the MABUL without
being in the Ark). And this too was part
of his bracha. (Side point: The Yiddish
name Fischel (fish) is often paired with
Efrayim; obviously, this bracha is the
source of that name-pair.)

Shlishi - Third Aliya 
6 p'sukim - 48:17-22
When Yosef realizes that Yaakov has
switched hands (and has thus
"favored" Efrayim over the firstborn
Menashe) he gets (understandably)
very upset and tries to "correct" the
positions of his father's hands. Yaakov
resists, explaining to Yosef that he is
fully aware of what he is doing; and
that Efrayim will indeed surpass his
brother in greatness.
On this same day, Yaakov blesses them
by saying that the traditional blessing
for sons shall be: "May G-d make you
like Efrayim and Menashe".

Think about this... Imagine the panic
that Yosef must have felt when he
witnessed the potential of "family
history repeating itself". How can
Yaakov do what he was doing when he
was painfully aware of the conse-
quences of favoring one son and of the
jealousy that it creates (can create).

That's the point! It CAN create
jealousy, but it need not. It depends
upon the character of the people
involved. A parent can "tiptoe" around
just so long, making everything equal
and even, in the hopes that jealousy
will not emerge. But that kind of
behavior just postpones the jealousy, it
does not eliminate it. Parents have to
help build the character of their
children, so that they will develop good
MIDOT, personality traits.

Perhaps Yaakov Avinu saw that his two
grandsons possessed the qualities that
"allowed" him to do what he did. Two
major personality traits that a person
should strive for (and that parents shall
try to help develop in their children)
are: not being boastful when in a
superior position and not being jealous
or resentful when in an inferior posi-
tion. Efrayim was destined to become
greater than his older brother Menashe.
These two brothers were such that
Efrayim did not lord himself over
Menashe, nor was Menashe jealous of
Efrayim's prominence. What greater
blessing can a father give his sons than
"May G-d make you like Efrayim and
Menashe!"

Yaakov then tells Yosef that he
(Yaakov) is about to die; that G-d will
be with the family-nation; that He will
restore them to the Land of their
ancestors; and that he (Yaakov) has
provided Yosef with an additional
portion of the Land.
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R'vi'i - Fourth Aliya 
17 p'sukim - 49:1-17
[P> 49:1 (4)] Yaakov gathers his sons
around him with intentions of
revealing to them "the end of days"
(knowing the future will ease the pain
of the difficult times ahead) - but it is
not to be!

 Rashi says that Yaakov wanted
to reveal the "KEITZ" (end of time), but
was not allowed to do so by G-d. The
original prophecy concerning the exile
in Egypt was given to Avraham in the
BRIT BEIN HA-B'TARIM - "Covenant
between the Pieces". There he was told
that his descendants would be
oppressed for 400 years. In fact, the
people were enslaved for 210 years.
(Actually, they were in Egypt for 210
years; actual enslavement which didn't
begin until Yaakov and all his sons had
died, was significantly less.) The addi-
tional 190 years is calculated from the
birth of Yitzchak - once Avraham had
his first descendant, the "clock of exile",
so to speak, began ticking.

Egyptian exile would have been more
tolerable, had our ancestors known
about this 190 year "grace period". This
is the KEITZ (KUF (100) + TZADI (90) =
190) that Yaakov wanted to reveal to
his sons. But this he was not permitted
to reveal it. (Of course, this is not the
"regular" (P'shat) meaning of the pasuk,
but it operates on a REMEZ level.)

(The blessings, often mixed with
fatherly criticism, combine to become
the brachot of the Tribes.)
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Call Tuvia 058-630-2777

Yaakov's words about Reuven speak of
his unrealized potential to have been
the leader and the indiscretion that
lost him the position of leadership.

[P> 49:5 (3)] Yaakov refers to the
violence of Shimon and Levi. He curses
their anger - not them.

Important lesson for us all, from this.
Don't say to your son, "BAD BOY!" - he'll
begin to believe it, and that's
destructive. Say, "You did a bad thing."
It might not seem to be so important,
but it is. Especially, because we don't
say these kind of things once, but
rather countless times over many years.
[P> 49:8 (5)] Yehuda receives the
brightest words - he is promised the
leadership and respect of his brothers.

[P> 49:13 (1)] Zevulun is given the
blessing of prosperity...

[P> 49:14 (2)] and Yissachar will carry
the burden of Torah scholarship. (The
image of a donkey indicates persever-
ance, strong will - qualities that are
suitable for a scholar.) Together, these
two tribes will form a partnership that
will be mutually beneficial.

[S> 49:16 (3)] Dan will be the judge
(and upholder of the honor, the one
that will avenge Israel by fighting the
P'lishtim) of the people. Rashi says

that this is a prophecy about
Shimshon, who was from the tribe of
Dan.

This parsha and Aliya finish with the
famous 3-word pasuk: To Your
salvation, I hope, HaShem.

When a person sneezes, he is sup-
posed to say LISHU'ATCHA KIVITI
HASHEM (LKY). This is based on the
traditional position that prior to Yaakov
Avinu, there was no sickness before
one died. Rather, the soul just left the
body as it had been breathed in,
through the nostrils, with a sneeze, so
to speak. Yaakov acknowledged the
"gift" of being sick before death, so that
one can put his affairs in order. A
sneeze is no longer a sign of death, but
just a reminder of illness (sometimes a
symptom and sometimes just a
reminder). This is why people say
ASUTA or LIVRIYUT, or something like
that, to a person who sneezes. But the
sneezer himself should quote the
words of Yaakov Avinu. And even
though people are more familiar with
ASUTA (or whatever someone else says
when someone sneezes), it is closer to a
requirement for the sneezer himself to
say LISHU-ATCHA KIVITI HASHEM .

Heard long ago from Rabbi Y. L. Ginsberg l"f The
context is also instructive. A group of NCSY advisors was
preparing for a Shabbaton/Convention. Everyone was
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A luxurious English-speaking vacation
at an af f ord able price
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Dead Sea
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Scholar-in-Residence
Rabbi Dr Aharon Adler
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  Lenny Davidman

Lenny Davidman
02-673-0721

054-557-3101
fax: 02-673-0722

email: Lenny@LDevents.com
website: LDevents.com

A donation has been made for a
refuah shleima for Bea Kelman

busy. Someone sneezed. Rabbi G apologized for
interrupting but said he HAD TO tell us this vort about
sneezing. The lesson was three-fold. The DT about
sneezing itself. The fact that even a sneeze can trigger
one to share Torah with others. And the fact that even
busy people need a time out for Torah every so often. And
maybe a fourth lesson - that words of Torah that came
not only from the brain but from the heart and soul also,
and went the the brain, heart, and soul of those listening
- can be remembered for over 45 years.

Back to the pasuk. LK"Y has taken on a
broad scope of meaning. It is recited
Kabalistically in permutations of its
three words. However, it comes to us
from Yaakov Avinu in the context of his
bracha to Dan. Several meforshim
explain it in relation to a future
descendant of Dan, a SHOFEIT of Israel -
SHIMSHON. With his unique powers
and his unique, tragic end, the com-
mentaries see the pasuk as Yaakov's
prophetic message that great strength
(or any other special quality) requires a
humility - not easily come by - to recog-
nize that we all need to realize and
internalize that we must count on and
sometimes wait for salvation from
HaShem. 

Chamishi 5th Aliya
8 p'sukim - 49:19-26
[S> 49:19 (1)] Gad will be blessed with
good fortune (this is Malbim's inter-
pretation which is by far the most
optimistic of the various understand-
ings of the pasuk).

[S> 49:20 (1)] Asher's blessing also
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Dr. Samuel Abramson
is delighted to announce

that his son,
Dr. Ari Abramson

has joined his dental practice|
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continue for many years to come.
Call us to make an appointment
at attractive introductory rates.

Tel: 02-6234679
13 Keren Hayesod St. Jerusalem

office@jerusalemdentist.com

seems to be that of prosperity (and/or
eloquence).

[S> 49:21 (1)] Naftali is likened to a
swift deer (or spreading tree,
according to other opinions) and is
blessed with eloquence (and probably,
prosperity).

[S> 49:22 (5)] Yosef's blessing is
extensive and shows Yaakov's special
love for him. It is the bracha of
Avraham to Yitzchak and of Yitzchak
to Yaakov that Yaakov gives to Yosef,
son of Rachel.

A fruitful son is Yosef. 

BEIN PORAT (YOSEF) = 2+50 (52) + 80+
200+400 (680) = 732. The Gimatriya of
Efrayim and Menashe: 1+80+ 200+ 10+
40 (Efrayim) + 6 (and) + 40+50+ 300+ 5
(Menashe) = 732

Shishi - Sixth Aliya 
27 p'sukim - 49:27-50:20
[S> 49:27 (33)] Binyamin is blessed
with success (sometimes qualified).
Rashi mentions prophecies of Shaul
and Mordechai & Esther.

These are Yaakov's words to his 12
sons and he blessed them.

Commentaries point out that Yaakov's
words don't always seem to be
blessings - but they do contain implied
blessings and prophecies.

Yaakov tells his sons that he is about
to die and wants to be buried in
Me'arat HaMachpeila. (He does not

make them swear as Yosef did, since
they might not be able to fulfill an
oath.)

Yaakov "dies". The wording in the
Torah is indirect - the words death or
dying are not used - indicating the
special "quality of life" (strange term to
use here, but purposely chosen) even
in the death of Yaakov Avinu.

The Torah next tells of the prepa-
ration for burial. Yosef tells Par'o of
his oath and receives permission for
the funeral procession to Canaan. The
funeral and mourning for Yaakov is
elaborate and extensive.

When they return to Egypt, the
brothers are filled with guilt feelings
and offer themselves to Yosef as
slaves. Once again, Yosef assures the
brothers that all that has happened is
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Mazal Tov to
Meyer & Chava Sterman

on the birth of their DAUGHTER,
Leora Kayla - sister of Natanli

Mazal Tov to
the Berelowitz, Green, Schwartz,

Sterman, and Zack families

G-d's will and for the best.

Yosef cries because the brothers
are falsely accusing him of planning
to take revenge against them.

Interesting/sad that part of their
original problem was false
accusations against his brothers.

Sh'VII Seventh Aliya
6 p'sukim - 50:21-26
Yosef promises to support his brothers
and families. Yosef lives to 110 (less
than his brothers - punishment for
hearing his father humiliated by being
referred to as "your servant" and not
objecting - so say sources). Yosef has
helped raise even his great-grand-
children. He tells his brothers that G-d
will eventually take them out of Egypt,
restore them to Eretz Yisrael, and he
asks them to remember him and take
his remains with them when they leave.
Yosef (and the brothers) dies; thus
B'reishit, the book of the Avot &
Imahot, ends.

According to Seder HaDorot HaKatzar,
the brothers died over a period of 22
years, in this order: Yosef, Shimon,
Yehuda, Reuven, Binyamin, Yissachar,

Asher, Zevulun, Gad, Dan, Naftali, Levi.

CHAZAK, CHAZAK, V'NITCHAZEIK
after Sh'vi'i (or Acharon).

(Some say the person with the CHAZAK
Aliya should not say ChCh"V.)

Chatzi Kaddish, then the final 4 p'sukim
are repeated for the Maftir. 

Haftara 12 p'sukim
Melachim Alef 2:1-12
Short Haftara for a short sedra. 

Just as the sedra tells us of the father
on his deathbed giving instructions
and blessings to his sons, and
requesting an act of Chesed, so too do
we find King David at death's door,
instructing his son Shlomo concerning
matters of Faith, State, and Chesed.

Rabbi Julian G. Jacobs z"l, in A Haftara
Companion, makes the following
observation. In the sedra, the term
used for Yaakov's passing on is "to
sleep with his fathers", rather than the
simpler, "to die". So too for David
HaMelech in the haftara. In each case,
the father had a worthy son to
continue in his ways, and this is a form
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MAYA: 054-665-0184

City Center, Haneviim Court 
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of "living on" that results in the
absence of the verb, to die.

As there are similarities between the
sedra and its haftara, so are there
contrasts. Yaakov speaks to all his
children, comforted by their having
been reunited and confident in the
fact that they all will continue with the
way of life of Yaakov and Yitzchak and
Avraham before him. David is
speaking to only one of his sons and
dies knowing of the treachery of other
sons and people whom he thought to
be friends. Bottom line: Good choice of
a haftara for Vaychi.

As King David's years draw to an end,
he summons his successor, Shlomo,
and advises him how to best insure his
hold upon the throne and create a
stable government. As a young and
inexperienced regent, Shlomo would
be regarded by opponents as a
tempting target, easy to challenge and
attempt to replace. For this reason,
David warns his son to be wary of
those individuals who had shown
strong opposition to David's reign and
his choice of successor. In fact, the
King uses strong language, urging
Shlomo not to allow them to die of old
age but rather V'HORADTA ET SEIVATO
B'DAM SH'OL - to see that he meets a
violent death. 

This advice and these expressions
rightfully concern us, especially when
comparing them to the final words of
Ya'akov Avinu to his sons, words of
blessing and, at times,     cont. p.16
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admonition that we read in this week's
parsha. Perhaps even more troubling is
the fact that, when we read the saga of
King David in Sefer Shmu'el we are
struck by the refusal of David to use
power or violence in order to attain or
retain the throne. When Sha'ul
HaMelech pursues him in an attempts
to murder him, David twice refuses to
kill him when he had the opportunity
to do so. In fact, he puts to death the
Amalekite who, at Saul's own request,
kills the mortally wounded king as he
killed the two men who assassinated
Ish Boshet, Sha'ul's surviving son, in
order to assure David's rule over all of
Israel. He would not allow his men to
kill Shim'i who cursed David as he fled
from his rebellious son, Avshalom, nor
would he allow his men to kill
Avshalom during the battle, pleading
with them "L'at li lana'ar, L'Avshalom"
- "spare the young Avshalom for me."
In fact, David even refused to return to
his throne after his son's rebellion
until he was invited to do so by ALL of
Israel, eschewing the possibility of
marching in to Yerushalayim with his
victorious army in order to reclaim the
throne that was rightfully his, by force.

Given this past history, we have every
reason to wonder why David seems to
have behaved so uncharacteristically
in his final words to Shlomo. In reality,
however, David spoke wisely to his son
and showed a deep understanding of
the political situation and of the
opposition that Shlomo would face.
Each of these men had popular support
and had used that support in the past
hoping to overthrow the King or
undermine his wishes. David HaMelech
understood well that the nation stood
at a crossroads. The ascension of

Shlomo to the throne would create, for
the first time in Jewish history, a
dynasty - a son following his father on
the throne. The importance of this
reality was underscored by the fact
that Hashem's promised reward to
David was that his son will succeed
him. A dynasty would create for the
people a stable government - one that
would not be beset with civil wars and
uprisings upon the death of the king.
The knowledge that a successor had
been chosen rallied the people behind
the new king and prevented the
possible political chaos that would
follow the death of the regent.

David knew that the very future of the
kingdom was based upon Shlomo's
ability to perceive any plot or
conspiracy to overthrow this first "son
successor". Indeed, David's words
proved true when the very people he
warned of attempted, some years
later, to remove Shlomo from the
throne. 

Ya'akov and David may seem very
different when we study the two
readings this week. But in reality, they
were closer than we imagine. Both
planned for the future; both gave sage
advice to their sons.

And both built the nation of Israel.

Probing the Prophets, weekly insights into the
Haftara, is written by Rabbi Nachman (Neil) Winkler,
author of Bringing the Prophets to Life (Gefen Publ.)
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Sometimes, it seems, that the Torah
expresses the opposite of what is intended.
For example, the Parshiyot Chayei Sara and
Vaychi, whose titles express something
about living, actually mainly deal with the
demise of our ancestors. In this respect, this
week's portion, Vaychi, deals with the last
days of Yaakov, while the matching Haftara
addresses the last days of David HaMelech -
in both cases, employing the same expres-
sion: "And the time approached for... to die".

Is the Torah "obsessed" with the passing of
our holy ancestors or is there another
message implied here? For, concerning
Ya'akov, R. Yitzchak said in the name of R.
Yochanan, "Yaakov Avinu Lo Meit" - 'Yaakov
our father did not die' (Taanit 5b). And of
David HaMelech it is said: "David Melech
Yisra'el Chai V'kayam" - 'King David lives
forever' (Rosh HaShana 25a).

Clearly, the Torah is indicating that the good
deeds of our fathers live after them and that
their righteousness serves as a beacon of
light shining the way for the future. Harav
Yisrael Porat addressed these thoughts
poignantly when he wrote that: 

"Israel is able to transform death in to life:
With the passing of a generation the links
are not severed [because] the children
follow the ways of their fathers and
continue the chain [of tradition] throughout
the generations … Because with our people,
the wheels go around to their source,
accompanied by suffering, hope, faith, and
the dream of the final redemption… And just
as Yaakov's image appeared to his son
Yosef at a critical juncture (that saved Yosef
from temptation), so is Yaakov's likeness
carved in the Throne of Glory until the end
of days."
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What it Takes 
to Forgive
Yosef forgives. That, as I have argued
before, was a turning point in history.
For this was the first recorded act of
forgiveness in literature.

It is important here to make a key
distinction between forgiveness, which
is characteristic of the Judaeo-Christian
tradition, and the appeasement of
anger, which is a human universal.
People are constantly harming others,
who then become angry, indignant and
"disrespected". If the offender does
nothing to turn away their wrath, they
will take revenge.

Revenge is one way of restoring the
social order, but it is a very costly and
dangerous one because it can lead to a
circle of retaliation that has no natural
stopping point. One of my family
offends one of your family (think of
Montagues and Capulets, or Corleones
and Tattaglias), so one of your family
takes revenge, which one of my family

must retaliate for the sake of family
honour, and so it goes, sometimes for
generations. The cost is often so great
that it is in everyone's interest to find a
way of stopping the cycle. That is
universal. It exists in every human
group, and some non-human ones as
well.  

The general way of bringing this kind of
conflict to an end is what the ancient
Greeks called sungnome, often trans-
lated as "forgiveness," but which
actually - as David Konstan shows in his
masterly study, Before Forgiveness -
means something like pardon,
appeasement, a willingness to make
allowances, or accept an excuse, or
grant an indulgence. The end result is
that the victim forgoes revenge. The
offender does not atone. Instead he or
she makes some kind of plea in
mitigation: I couldn't help it; it wasn't
that bad; it's human nature; I was
carried away. In addition the offender
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must show, in words or body language,
some form of humility or submission.

One classic example in the Torah is
Yaakov's conduct toward Eisav when
they meet again after more than
twenty years, during which time
Yaakov had been away in the home of
Lavan. He knew that Eisav felt wronged
by him and had declared his intention
to take revenge after their father
Yitzchak had died. That is why Yaakov
fled in the first place. When they meet
again, Yaakov does not mention the
earlier incident. But he does attempt to
appease Eisav by sending him an
enormous gift of livestock, and by
abasing himself, bowing down to him
seven times, and calling him "my lord",
and himself "your servant". For his part,
Eisav does not mention the earlier
episode, whether because he had
forgotten it, or it no longer rankled with
him, or because he was mollified by
Yaakov's self-abasement. This was not
remorse and forgiveness, but submis-
sion and appeasement.

What Yosef does toward his brothers is
different. When he first reveals himself
to them, he says, "And now, do not be
distressed and do not be angry with
yourselves for selling me here, because
it was to save lives that God sent me
ahead of you" (B'reishit 45:5). This
sounds like forgiveness, but, as this
week's parsha makes clear, it is not
necessarily so. The word "forgiveness"

is not used. And the brothers may well
have assumed that, as in the case of
Eisav, Yosef intended to take revenge
but not during the lifetime of their
father. That is what provokes the drama
at the end of this week's parsha:

When Joseph's brothers saw that their
father was dead, they said, "What if
Yosef holds a grudge against us and
pays us back for all the wrongs we did
to him?"  So they sent word to Yosef,
saying, "Your father left these instruc-
tions before he died: 'This is what you
are to say to Yosef: Please forgive [sa]
your brothers' wrong and the sin they
committed in treating you so badly.'
Now please forgive the sins of the
servants of the God of your father." (50:
15-17)

This was Yosef's response:

Yosef said to them, "Don't be afraid. Am
I in the place of God? You intended to
harm me, but God intended it for good
to accomplish what is now being done,
the saving of many lives. So then, don't
be afraid. I will provide for you and your
children." And he reassured them and
spoke kindly to them. (50: 19-21)

This is forgiveness. Yosef does not use
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the word, but he makes it clear that he
foregoes all thought of revenge. What
is happening here and why did it not
happen in other cultures? This is one of
the most fascinating features of
Judaism, and why it eventually made
such a difference to the world.

Note what has to happen for forgive-
ness to be born. First, Yosef engages in
an elaborate plan, hiding his identity, to
make sure the brothers were capable of
remorse and atonement. This happens
on their first encounter in Egypt, when
he accuses them of being spies, and
they say in his presence - not knowing
that he could understand them -
"Surely we are guilty because of our
brother. We saw how distressed he was
when he pleaded with us for his life,
but we would not listen; that's why this
distress has come upon us" (42:21).
They know they have done wrong.
They acknowledge their guilt.

Second, Joseph arranges a trial that will
test whether Yehuda, the brother who
proposed selling him into slavery in the
first place, is indeed a changed person.
He has Binyamin brought before him
on a false charge, and is about take him
as his slave when Yehuda intervenes
and offers to become a slave in his
place so that Binyamin can go free. This
is what the sages and Maimonides
defined as complete repentance, that
is, you have so changed that you are

now a different person. These two
elements tell us what has changed in
the brothers so that they, the wrong-
doers, can be forgiven.

There is a change in Yosef too, as we
noted in last week's Covenant and
Conversation. He has reframed his life,
so that the entire story of his relation-
ship with his brothers has now become
utterly secondary to the drama of
Divine providence that is still unfolding.
As he explains: "You intended to harm
me, but God intended it for good." This
is what allows the victim, Yosef, to
forgive.

These, though, are details. What is
absolutely fundamental is that Judaism
represents, for the first time in history, a
morality of guilt rather than shame. In
the past we've explored some of the
elements that made it possible. Earlier
this year we spoke of the difference
between tradition-directed cultures
and - what the call to Avraham initiates
- inner-directed ones. Tradition-
directed individuals, when they break
the rules, feel shame. Inner-directed
personalities feel guilt.
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We also spoke about the difference
between cultures of the eye and of the
ear. Visual cultures are almost always
shame cultures. Shame is what you feel
when you imagine other people seeing
what you are doing. The first instinct
when you feel shame is to try to hide or
to wish you were invisible. In cultures of
hearing, however, morality is repre-
sented by an inner voice, the voice of
guilt that you cannot hide from even if
you are invisible to the world.

The key difference between the two is
that in shame cultures, wrongdoing is
like a stain on the person. Hence the
only way to be rehabilitated is to have
the stain covered up somehow (the
meaning, as we noted, of the verb
k-p-r). You do this by placating the
victim of your wrong so that in effect
he "turns a blind eye" to what you did.
His resentment, indignation and desire
for revenge have been appeased.

In guilt cultures, however, there is a
fundamental distinction between the
person and his or her acts. It was the act
that was wrong, not the person. That is
what makes forgiveness possible. I
forgive you because, when you admit
you did wrong, express remorse and do
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all you can to make amends, especially
when I see that, given the opportunity
(as was Yehuda) to repeat the crime
you do not do so because you have
changed, then I see that you have
distanced yourself from your deed.
Forgiveness means I fundamentally
reaffirm your worth as a person, despite
the fact that we both know your act
was wrong.  

Forgiveness exists in righteousness-
and-guilt cultures. It does not exist in
honour-and-shame cultures like those
of ancient Greece and pre-Christian
Rome.

Contemporary culture in the West,
often thought by secularists to be
morally superior to the ethics of the
Hebrew Bible, is in fact - for good or
bad - a regression to pre-Christian
Greece and Rome. That is why,
nowadays, people who are found to
have done wrong are publicly shamed.
Examples are not necessary: they
abound in every day's news. In a shame
culture, the main thing to do is not to
be found out, because once you are,
there is no way back. There is no place
in such a culture for forgiveness. At best
you seek to appease. As in ancient
Greece, the culprit argues, "I couldn't
help it; it wasn't that bad; it's human

nature; I was carried away." They
undergo some ritual of self-abasement.
Eventually they hope, not that people
will forgive but that they will forget.
This is an ugly kind of culture.

Which is why Judaism remains the
eternal alternative. What matters is not
outward appearances but the inner
voice. And when we do wrong, as we all
do, there is a way forward: to confess,
express remorse, atone, make amends,
and, like Yehuda, change. To know that
however wrong our deeds, "the soul
You gave me is pure", and that if we
work hard enough on ourselves, we can
be forgiven, is to inhabit a culture of
grace and hope. And that is a life-
changing idea. ;
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From the Abravanel Jacob Solomon

Just before his death:

Yaakov called for his sons and said:
"Come together, and I will tell what
will happen to you…" (49:1-2). 

The parsha proceeds to present the
individualized messages and bless-
ings that the twelve sons received
from Yaakov. Each son had a different
nature and potential. It was the
father's capacity in delivering a few
well-chosen words to each son that
would enable them and their descen-
dants to maximize their gifts and
personalities. Some would achieve
that through business (Zevulun),
others through farming the land
(Asher), others in military prowess
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(Gad), with yet others in more sedate
activities (Yissachar). Some abruptly
needed to change their outlook and
ways of thinking (Reuven, Shimon,
Levi), and others needed encourage-
ment to develop existing positive
personality traits further (Yehuda).

Abravanel puts these last words of
Yaakov as tactfully and successfully
addressing a very sensitive situation:
who was going to succeed him as
leader? Who would advance his work
in the future, where they would
proceed from being an extended
family to being Am Yisrael? Though at
the very end he blessed them all
(49:28), he was in a position familiar to
many people: how to ensure that his
work would continue to generations
after his death and not disintegrate
into a morass of family quarrels. 
In short, he faced the delicate task of
communicating who would succeed
his leadership without arousing
resentment among those who were
passed over.

Yaakov opened by reminding Reuven,
Shimon, and Levi of the zealous and
rash natures that they displayed in
previous leadership-demanding situa-
tions. These were not suitable
qualities for effective and balanced
leadership. Despite Reuven being the
firstborn, and Shimon and Levi next in
succession. 

In contrast, Yehuda the fourth son was
showing potential for leadership.
Indeed, the other brothers were
already seeing Yehuda as their leader:

"Yehuda, your brothers recognize
you" (49:8). He acted in a powerful, yet
restrained manner: "Yehuda is like a
lion cub: you have lifted yourself up
from your prey" (49:9). Unlike his older
brothers, he could keep himself in
check and hold power in reserve
when in very difficult situations. One
was his patient persuasion of his
father to allow Binyamin to
accompany them to Egypt for
Shimon's release. Another was his
carefully-phrased offer to the yet
unrecognized Yosef to replace
Binyamin as his slave. Both obtained
results through persuasion and not by
impetuousness or excessive force.

There remained having to let the
other sons know that none of them
would lead. An extremely delicate
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task: some of them may well have had
plans of their own. He did that
without even mentioning leadership.
Instead, he identified their strengths
and glorified them, hinting of their
great value to the future Klal Yisrael,
and at the same time hinting that
those very strengths would not find
expression through leading the
nation.

Following Abravanel's interpretation,
Zevulun would specialize in foreign
trade. Yissachar and Asher would
supply food through agriculture.
Naftali's service would be the fast
communication of important news
from country to country. Dan, Gad,
and Binyamin would perform
necessary roles in the military. 

That left Yosef. Though he describes
his character and life in very warm
terms, he hinted that he would never
be the leader. There had been
jealousy, there would be jealousy. As
David HaMelech put it: "He rejected
the tent of Yosef… He chose the tribe
of Yehuda… and he chose David"
(Tehillim 78:67-69).

Thus Yaakov clarified who would
succeed him and at the same time

enabled the others to feel valuable
and respected as future developers of
the family and of Klal Yisrael. "All these
are the tribes of Israel… and he
blessed them": all brothers had the
title of being a tribe (49:28). All would
have the destiny of being part of the
future development of Am segula
v'goi kadosh - a treasured people and
a holy nation (Sh'mot 19:6). n
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Yosef -
The Viceroy in Galut
by Rabbi Ephraim Sprecher

Dean of Students, Diaspora Yeshiva

"And the name of his second son Yosef
called Efrayim, for G-d has made me
fruitful in the land of my affliction"
(B'reishit 41:52).

When Yosef's two sons were born, he
gave them names which reflected
particular circumstances in his life. The
older son he called Menashe (making
to forget), because, he said, "G-d has
made me forget all the sorrow of my
father's house", meaning the evil that
his brothers had done to him.

Clearly Yosef had not literally
forgotten his earlier tribulations and
suffering as is seen from the fact that
he makes mention of them. The
meaning is rather that G-d had granted
him such a lofty and exalted position in
Egypt that he needed no longer to feel
the suffering that had befallen him
since he was sold as a slave and also
that of his father's house.

Of what significance was his past
anguish when he was now so exalted
and as successful as ruler of Egypt,
second only to Pharaoh? His second
son Yosef called Efrayim (fruitfulness),
because G-d had made him fruitful in
the land of his affliction.
It seems strange that Yosef should have

called the country where he had
achieved such great social prominence
"the land of my affliction". It is true
that he had been falsely placed in
prison in Egypt, but having later been
released and made fruitful, with
children, wealth, and great honor, one
might have thought that he would not
now harp upon his earlier plight. He
should have forgotten all his sufferings
in Egypt in the same way as he had
forgotten the suffering of his father's
house.

However, despite all the glory and
power he had attained, Yosef still
regarded Egypt as a land of affliction,
because he was still in "Galut" (exile)
in a land other than Eretz Yisrael.

Abarbanel explains that even though
Yosef had attained all the greatness,
splendor, honor, and fame, along with
all the wealth, he still viewed Egypt as
the land of his affliction, because it was
not his father's home in the Holy Land
of Israel.

Yosef's powerful and profound
message to our brethren today who are
still in Chutz La'aretz is loud and
clear…Come Home - despite the UN
resolution! u
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Parsha Points to Ponder
by Rabbi Dov Lipman

VAYCHI
B Why does the Torah relate the
seemingly insignificant fact that
YAAKOV STRENGTHENED HIMSELF
AND SAT ON THE BED before
blessing his grandsons (48:2)?

C Why does the Torah relate that
Yaakov had trouble seeing as the
preface to describing how he
brought Yosef's sons close to him for
a hug and kiss (48:10), and not a few
verses later when he puts his hands
on the wrongs sons (48:14)?

D Why does the Torah relate the
seemingly insirabbgnificant fact that
the Egyptians placed Yosef's body
into a coffin (50:26)?

Rabbi Lipman is an educator, author, 
and community activist in Bet Shemesh.

He was a member of the 19th Knesset

ddlipman@gmail.com
The suggested answers are elsewhere

Ponder the questions first, then see further

d Happy Birthday Lavi     d
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VAYCHI
No Two Snowflakes

Are Alike
I live on the eastern seaboard of
the United States, which, at the
time of writing this particular piece,
had recently been hit by a severe
snowstorm. Most people find
snowfall a nuisance. But for me, a
snowfall is a chance to reflect on
one of the Almighty's greatest
wonders, the little snowflake.

The snowflake, held under a
magnifying glass, is an exquisitely
intricate and beautiful creation.
Furthermore, every snowflake is
unique. No two snowflakes are
alike.

The uniqueness of each snowflake
is but one example of an amazing
fact, which is true of the entire
natural world. No two blades of
grass are identical, no two leaves
are exactly the same, and every
individual member of every animal

species is unique in some way.

This is true of human beings as
well. None of us has the same
fingerprint, and no matter how
closely one of us might resemble
another, we are different from the
other in some respect.

The Talmud recognizes this when
it comments that "just as no two
faces are alike, so too, no two
personalities are alike." We are
different from each other physic-
ally, psychologically, intellectually,
spiritually, and in every other way.

Any person who has parented
several children knows that each
child is different from the get-go.
Mothers tell me that even while
still pregnant with their children,
they were aware of the potential
differences that unfolded later in
life.

Woe to the teacher who treats all
of his students alike. The so-called
cookie cutter method of education
is doomed to failure. Each of us
has different learning styles and
differing intellectual strengths and
weaknesses. The secret of suc-
cessful pedagogy lies in the
recognition of individual differ-
ences, and in the ability of the
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from the OU Israel Center

For details, call
Marion Silman 052-240-7078

teacher to be flexible enough to
adapt his or her lessons to each
individual and his or her learning
needs.

In this week's Torah portion,
Vaychi, we find that our patriarch
Yaakov was well aware of this
secret.

Yaakov blesses the two sons of
Yosef, and later proceeds to bless
each one of his sons, the twelve
tribes. Reading these blessings,
we cannot help but notice how
each one is fundamentally differ-
ent and seems tailor-made to the
character traits and emotional
makeup of each tribe.

Yaakov blesses one son with
power and dominion; another with
agricultural wealth. One is com-
pared to a lion, one to a wolf, and
yet another to a serpent.

Yaakov knows his children and
knows how diverse and hetero-
geneous his family is. He knows
how to bless them with the
particular resources that they will
need as they march forward, with
varying talents and dispositions,
into their historical roles.

The Torah underscores this when
it summarizes the entire episode
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Nachi Reality • 054-461-3943
• Stunning Brand New Building in Arnona, Spacious

3 rooms, 87m, 16m Mirpeset, 2 full bathrooms, 3rd
floor, handicap access with Shabbat Elevator,
Parking and Storage. 2,150,000NIS

• GREAT DEAL - Katamon, Elazar HaModa'i
street, right off Emek, 4 room, 85m, stone building,
1.5 floors up with mirpeset and parking. 
Only 2,490,000NIS

• Baka, charming 90m 4-room garden apartment,
80m private garden, beautifully renovated, on a
quite street, live in the city with a countryside vibe,
one of a kind. 3,500,000NIS

CHESED FUND
Your generous donations to our Chesed Fund
will help us help over 40 needy individuals and

families who turn to us for help.

Please make checks payable to the
"Chessed Fund" and send them to

Israel Center Chesed Fund
att. Menachem Persoff

POB 37015 / Jerusalem 91370
or leave them at the front desk

HANDYMAN
Fix All - One Call • No Job Too Small

Senior Discount, US Highest
Standards, Licensed, Guaranteed,

Kashering, Dati, References

CALL YONAH NOW
052-309-8891

of the blessings with the following
words:

"All these were the tribes of Israel,
twelve in number, and this is what
their father said to them as he
bade them farewell, addressing to
each a blessing appropriate to
him" (B'reishit 49:28). To each a
different blessing, to each his own
parting word.

The fact that each of us is uniquely
gifted is a basic component of the
thought of Rav Avraham Yitzchak
HaKohein Kook, the Chief Rabbi
of the Land of Israel, who passed
away more than 70 years ago, but
whose written legacy keeps him
very much alive.
Rav Kook insists that the very
purpose of education is to help
each person discover his or her
own individuality, to learn what he
or she can do best. Self-discovery,
for Rav Kook, is the essence of
the educational endeavor.
Rav Kook, besides being an
educator, was also a mystic. From
his mystical perspective, he views
the world as being a unified whole,

to which every individual is neces-
sary, because each individual con-
tributes something utterly unique
to the cosmos.
Each snowflake is different from
the other because the beauty of
each snowflake is equally essen-
tial to nature's beauty.
Each human being is unique
because the contribution of every
one of us is absolutely necessary
for the accomplishment of human-
ity's ultimate mission.
Like Yaakov's children, we all are
uniquely blessed. Appreciating our
uniqueness as that of every one of
our fellow men is an essential
component of Jewish spirituality. 
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Let's take another look at the pronun-
ciation of the name of this week's
sedra (which is the sedra's first word)
and a different word with the same
letters, but different vowels.

:i ¦g«¤I ©e ...i³¦g §i ©e
First of all, both words mean the same
- AND HE LIVED. The second form is a
variation of the first, used at the end of
a pasuk or at an ETNACHTA. 
The second word is pronounced va-
YE-chi. The small vertical line to the left
of the SEGOL in va-YE-chi looks like a
METEG, but it isn't. It is part of the SOF-
PASUK sign, along with the colon at
the end of the word. It indicates which
syllable is accented. va-YE-chi occurs 5
times in Tanach.

More common is the word that begins
our sedra this week - it occurs 33 times
in Tanach.

The word is very often mispronounced
by many people. It is NOT pronounced
va-Y'CHI. The SH'VA under the first
YUD is NOT a SH'VA NA. If does not
begin the second (last) syllable and the
YUD does not have a short vowel
sound.

The SH'VA is NACH. It completes the
first syllable. vay (just about like the
English word 'vie'). First syllable vay,
followed by accented syllable CHI.
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Vaychi

Rabbi Aharon Adler's Monthly English Lecture
Sunday, December 31st • 20:00 • All are invited

Beit Knesset Ohel Nehama 3 Chopin Street, Jerusalem
Celebrating non-Jewish festivals

David
050
30
88
355

CHOOSING THE YOUNGER
The book of B’reishit is full of sibling
stories in which brothers struggle for
supremacy with the general result
that the younger wins out over the
elder.

By this week’s sidra the narrative
focusses on grandchildren, though
Menashe and Efrayim are not the only
grandsons to be mentioned in
B’reishit.

Grandfather Yaakov wants to give a
blessing and decides that the
younger son deserves it.

Yosef reminds his father that
Menashe is the older, not Efrayim. “I
know, my son, I know”, says Yaakov.

We expect the two boys to argue over
Yaakov’s plan. Strangely, no argu-
ment takes place: the long chain of
family quarrels is over and the two
boys accept their grandfather’s
choice.

What is Yaakov’s motivation? As a
younger son himself he knows that
older sons - for all their good points -
are sometimes unfitted to bear the
responsibility of spiritual leadership.

His hand of blessing chooses the
more suitable son.
Rabbi Apple served for 32 years as the chief minister
of the Great Synagogue, Sydney, Australia's oldest
and most prestigious congregation. He was
Australia's highest profile rabbi and held many public
roles. He is now retired and lives in Jerusalem. Rabbi
Apple is president of the RCA Israel Region. He blogs
at www.oztorah.com
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SCHEDULE NOTES SUNDAY • '` mei MONDAY • 'a mei

4 Shab. Parshat Vaychi
December 30th - 3:00pm

Rabbi Sidney Goldstein

In the Ganchrow
Beit Midrash...

10:00am
Rabbi Jeff Bienenfeld
Masechet Kiddushim

This shiur is in tribute to
Rabbi Fred Hollander z"l

Sun thru Thu • 11:15am
RCA DAF YOMI

Rotating Magidei Shiur
The Daf Yomi shiur

is in tribute to Rabbi
Yitzchak Botwinick z"l

9:00am • see p.34
Rabbi David Walk

T'hilim - Divine Poetry

10:00am • see p.39
Mrs. Sylvie Schatz

11:10pm
Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz
Wisdom for Life - Mishlei

12:00 noon
Rabbi Chaim Eisen

KUZARI

2:00pm
Rabbi Ephraim Sprecher
When may we test G-d?

9:15am Mrs. Pearl Borow
Book(let) of OVADIYA

9:30am
Mommy & Me with Jackie
054-533-9305 • correjackie@gmail .com

10:00am
Rabbi Poupko's

Parsha Perspective

10:30am
Rabbi A Goldscheider

on Rav Kook

11:30am (050-415-3239)
Get Fit While You Sit

with Sura Faecher

2:00pm
Rebbitzen Pearl Borow

Su/M/W/Th • 4:30pm
Rabbi Hillel Ruvel

Gemara Shiur
followed by Maariv (5:30)

(until Feb 1) TUE also

Please note:
Regular shiurim:
25NIS members

30NIS non-mem • 5NIS Life
One-time shiurim and

mini-series 25NIS members
and Life Members

30NIS for non-members
unless otherwise indicated

Discounted zeiqihxk
(punch cards) available at
the front desk and valid

for all shiurim and classes
(as are Courtesy Cards)

8:00pm • no charge
Rabbi Mordechai Machlis

The Book of Shmuel

See

page 60-61
for Video Schedule

and more
programs

at the
OU Israel Center

Women in Tanach

3:00pm
Phil Chernofsky

Mishna, Mitzvot & more

3:00pm - see p.38
Music with Jackie for children

4:15pm
Rabbi Zev Leff

Not Jan 1 • resumes 8th
Pri-Hadash Writing Workshop

7:30pm
Dorot OU Intergenerational Choir

Directed by Hadassah Jacob
call Sara - 560 9104
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TUESDAY • 'b mei WEDNESDAY • 'c mei THURSDAY • 'd mei

9:00am
Rabbi Yitzchak

Breitowitz
Minchat Chinuch

The Study of Mitzvot

9:15am - L'AYLA
Mrs. Shira Smiles
Torah Tapestries

10:30am
Parshat HaShavua by
Rabbi Sholom Gold

10:30am - L'Ayla
Mrs. Shprintzee Rappaport
Ramchal's Derech HaShem

11:30am T'hilim Group (women)

Rabbi Aaron Ziegler
in winter recess

9:00am
Rabbi Aharon Adler

Rendezvous of
Torah & Science

10:15am
Rabbi Anthony Manning
Halachic & Hashkafic Issue
in Contemporary Society

Watch for resumption date
Rabbi Ian Pear

Meaning in Mitzvot

2:00 & 3:00pm
Rebbetzin Pearl Borow

The Transmission of
Torah via Pirkei Avot

Chumash with M'forshim

Dec 28: ASARA B'TEVET
Fast: 5:20am to 5:13pm

See p.61 for 10 Tevet
afternoon schedule

Dec 28 / Jan 4 • 9:00am
Rabbi Ari Kahn

Parshat HaShavua

Dec 28 / Jan 4 • 9:00am
Dr. Avivah

Gottlieb Zornberg
Insights into the Parsha

Dec 28 / Jan 4 • 10:10am
Rabbi Baruch Taub
Thursday the Rabbi

gave his Drasha

Dec 28 / Jan 4
11:30am - see p.39

Rabbi Shai Finkelstein
Unlocking the

12:15pm
Rabbi Nachman Winkler

History is HIS Story

1:45pm
Dr. Deborah Polster

The Maimunist Controversy

3:00pm
Knitting Club with Verna

not Jan 2 - but see THU
Rabbi Shmuel Herschler
Rambam: Philosopher & Codifier

7:30pm
Dr. Avivah

Gottlieb Zornberg
Insights into the Parsha

8:00pm
Rabbi Joel Zeff

see p.34

7:30pm
Rabbi Chaim Eisen

The Meaning and Mission of
the Chosen People: Chosen

from - or - for Whom?

7:00-9:45pm
Rabbi Yonatan Kolatch

Topics in Parshanut

Messages in Chazal

Dec 28 / Jan 4 • 2:15pm
Rabbi Shmuel Herschler

Parshat HaShavua

10 Tevet - goto p.61

Jan 4 • 2:30pm
Rabbi Ephraim Sprecher
Current events in the weekly haftara

Jan 4 (one time change) • 7pm
Rabbi Shmuel Herschler
Rambam: Philosopher & Codifier

Dec 28 / Jan 4 • 8:00pm
Rabbi Avrum Kowalsky

Topics in Sho-f'tim

Dec 28 - 8:00pm • no charge
Rabbi Zelig Pliskin

The Joy Club
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SUNDAY MORNINGS
10:00 o'clock
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from the virtual desk of the
OU VEBBE REBBE
T he Orthodox  Union -  via  i t s websi te  -  f ie lds quest ions of  a l l  t ypes in the  areas of  Kashrut , J ew ish  Law and
V a lues. Som e of  them  are  answered by Ere tz  Hem da, the  Inst i tute  f or A dvanced J ew ish Studies, J e rusa l em ,
headed by R av Yose f  Carm e l  and R av M oshe Ehrenre ich, f ounded by HaR av Shaul  Y israe l i  z t " l , to prepare
rabbanim  and dayanim  to serve  the  Nat iona l  R e l igious com m uni ty in  Israe l  and abroad. A sk the  R abbi  i s a
jo int  venture  of  the  OU , Yerusha layim  Network, Ere tz  Hem da... and OU  Israe l ' s T orah T idbi ts.

Is Raising Children
a Mitzva? - part I
Question: Is it a mitzva to care for
one's own children: feeding, changing
diapers, getting them to bed, etc.? If so,
what is the source? Does it apply equally
to men and women? If it is not a mitzva,
wouldn't any mitzva take precedence over
such activities? 

Answer: I imagine your question is
about how to explain the phenomenon
that we spend time raising children
that we could be spending on various
mitzvot. The fact that all normal
Jewish (and non-Jewish) families will
continue toiling over their children is a
given. Your question presents a won-
derful opportunity to (telegraphically)
discuss basic principles of avodat
Hashem before looking at the specific
sources you seek.

Mitzvot are the highlights of our life,
into which we need to learn how to
incorporate undeniable realities, both
mundane and special. Hashem made
the world in such a way that we must
eat, sleep, go to the bathroom, bathe,
etc. These are not mitzvot in the
classic sense, but Hashem certainly

wants us to partake in them. They are
so obviously a part of our life that they
do not need to be commanded. 

Let us illustrate with a famous pasuk -
the source of the mitzva to recite
Birkat HaMazon. "You shall eat and
you shall be satiated, and you shall
bless Hashem your G-d for the good
land He gave you" (D'varim 8:10). The
pasuk contains three grammatically
identical verbs. Why did Chazal not
derive a mitzva to eat and one to be
satiated? The answer is that we eat
enough food because that is normal
for a person, which Hashem created us
to be. If we need confirmation that
Hashem wants us to do this and not be
ascetics, note the p'sukim from the
second section of Kri'at Sh'ma
(D'varim 11:13-15). We keep the mitzvot
of the Torah, Hashem brings rain, and
our crops grow and are harvested.
This section describing the ideal
situation ends with "you shall eat and
be satiated". Similarly, when one is
busy with work, another proper
non-mitzva, he is exempt from
constant involve- ment in mitzvot,
whether learning Torah, visiting the
sick, etc. (see Orach Chayim 156).

What is the Torah perspective on
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054-216-0087 • brothersmovingisrael@gmail.com

supporting children? A father (not
mother) is required Rabbinically (not
by Torah law) to support his children
when they are small (see Ketubot 65b;
Rambam, Ishut 12:14). So until the
Rabbinical institution, did the average
father not support his family?
Consider the Torah-derived law (see
Rashi, Sh'mot 21:3) that an eved ivri's
master must support his slave's wife
and children, obviously because the
father/family breadwinner is at work
all day for the master. But why should
the master be required by Torah law to
support them in lieu of the father
when the father is only obligated
Rabbinically? The answer is that the
Torah left it to fathers to support their
families because they are normal
human fathers, and the Torah trusted
that this would be the rule. The Torah
expects a mother, who is technically
not obligated, to provide food for her
children if they do not have a father
doing so. In the animal kingdom, they
do this based on instinct; in humanity,
the instinct is augmented by basic
G-d-given morality.

The Torah expects parents to be
involved with their children's various
needs, which is nobler and harder to
delay than other needs. This justifies
taking care of children before even
such mitzvot before which it is forbid-
den to eat or work (see Shulchan
Aruch, Orach Chayim 89:3; we do not
find such limitations regarding caring
for children). It justifies not pursuing
other mitzvot that are not clearly

incumbent upon us. (We hopefully
learn a proper balance from our
wonderful parents' example.) Only if
one has earned a deep relationship
with his children can he expect success
in raising them with a Torah lifestyle,
which is the Jewish way since Avraham
Avinu (I have given him special
attention so that he will command his
children and his household after him,
and they will keep God's way, doing
charity and justice. God will then bring
about for Avraham everything He
promised.' - B'reishit 18:19). How the
responsibilities of providing all of a
child's material, educational, and
emotional needs are broken up
between two parents, sometimes with
help from their families and the
community, depends on the time,
place, and the individuals' circum-
stances.

Rav Daniel Mann, Eretz Hemdah Institute
Questions? email info@eretzhemdah.org

Having a dispute?
For a Din Torah in English or Hebrew

contact 'Eretz Hemdah - Gazit' Rabbinical
Court: 077-215-8-215 • fax: (02) 537-9626

beitdin@eretzhemdah.org
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70 PERSPECTIVES
BUT ONLY ONE TORAH

by Dr. Meir Tamari  
YAAKOV BLESSES HIS SONS

The brachot which we read of in the
Tanach, differ conceptually from what
we know as the brachot given by
religious personalities or even ordinary
human beings. Our brachot usually
include parnasa, health, suitable
marriages, pious children etc. Those of
the Tanach, however, are meant to be
either prophecies of what the future
will bring or else instructions as to
future behavior - or a combination of
both. 

As such they follow a common pattern,
dividing themselves into two distinct
areas. Firstly they deal with allocating
material wealth and goods and then
proceed to the spiritual and religious
inheritance. So Avraham first gives
presents to the sons of his concubines
and then bequeaths the Divine Promise
of People, Land and Religion to
Yitzchak, the heir to Avraham and
Sarah. So Yitzchak gives prosperity
and wealth to one he supposes is Eisav
but the Divine Promise is given
consciously and with full recognition to
Ya'akov. So Ya'akov, first gives the
firstborn's double portion of land to
Yosef, then kingship to Yehuda and
finally kehuna is given to the

descendants of Levi. David in dealing
with the issues of the royal succession,
first secures Shlomo's right to the
throne. Then he instructs him both in
his spiritual behavior and also in the
political intricacies of the monarchy
(Melachim Alef 2:1-12).

Jews throughout the centuries followed
this pattern so that we have from
almost every century and every
country, written wills and testaments
wherein they bequeathed their material
assets and then gave advice how their
heirs should live in all the different
fields of life. Actually, this is some-
thing which we all do knowingly or
otherwise, either in writing or orally or
even merely be lifelong example.
When we leave our property to our
heirs, we also leave them the spiritual
goods, moral standards and ideals and
ideas which they witnessed in our lives.

Rambam writes that all men have the
right to give their descendants their
assets as an inheritance; accordingly,
we give them our material property and
our wealth. Halachically, there is a
continuous discussion throughout the
centuries, whether a person has the
right to withhold that inheritance from
one of his sons whom he dislikes or
disapproves of. This poses a special
problem for religious people when one
of the sons is irreligious but even if
father and son only have a different
level or definition of religiousity.
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US Citizenship for your
Children and Grandchildren

Michele Coven Wolgel
Attorney and Notary

Specializing in American Immigration
and Naturalization Law for over 30 years

DUE TO PROCESSING DELAYS
EARLY FILING IS ESSENTIAL!

www.wolgelaw.com
www.facebook.com/uscitizenshipinfo

lawyer@wolgelaw.co.il
tel: (02) 590-3444

Member, AILA 
(American Immigration Lawyers Association)

Of Counsel to Bretz & Coven, LLP
www.bretzlaw.com

Naturally, any such scenario causes
personal tensions and family problems
far beyond assets and wealth. This
emphasizes once again the mixture of
material wealth and spiritual
inheritances; when they are not
combined then the heirs often simply
waste the material inheritance. .

The Torah stipulates that the bechor is
to receive a double portion of the
inheritance. Furthermore, a father who
has more than one wife does not have
the right to transfer this double portion.
Our parsha is a classic example of this
and of the ideological reasoning behind
these stipulation. Ya'akov gives the
bechor's portion to Yosef his 11th son,
instead of Reuven. This transfer was
made in a longwinded description in
which, according to Abarbanel, Yaakov
explained that just as all his sons had
been born separate from each other and
completely independent of the house of
Lavan, so too these two sons of Yosef
had been born while he was indepen-
dent of the rest of the house of Yaakov
and of Egypt. In this way they were
spiritually equal to the 12 tribes, with
whom the Lord had made a covenant
that they would never be destroyed.
However, the other sons of Yosef who
were born to him after them would
simply be included with those 2 older
ones.

However there is a far more difficult
halachic question to be answered and
therefore a greater insight to be learnt.
"If a man has 2 wives, one beloved and
one hated and his first born son is that
of the hated one, then he cannot give
the right of the first born to the son of

the beloved ahead of the other one.
Rather, he must recognize the first
born, the son of the hated one, to give
him the double portion for he is his
vigor" (D'varim 21:15-17). How are we
to explain Ya'akov's non-halachic
action? In reviewing the Avnei Nezer's
answer we must bear in mind that this
halachist was also the first Admor of
Sochochow, son-in-law of Menachem
Mendel of Kostk.



OU Israel Center TT 1257    page 46  M  VAYCHI 5778

Sort of an SDT - It should not
escape our attention that the Book
of B'reishit is FILLED with firstborn-
second child issues.

Kayin and Hevel. Yishmael and
Yitzchak, Yaakov and Eisav, Yosef
and his brothers. Reuven on the one
hand and Levi, Yehuda, and Yosef
on the other. Peretz and Zerach.
Efrayim and Menashe. Note too that
the firstborn often comes in second
to the firstborn - but not always.

"What is the difference between a first
born son and the others which makes
him the recipient of the double portion?
He stands alone and makes his way
without any assistance from other
brothers thereby being singular and
individualistic. However, Reuven could
not stand alone in any way; even his
t'shuva was only possible after he
witnessed that of Yehuda. Yosef, in
contrast, even though alone in the
spiritual climate of Mitzrayim and
without the support of family, parents
or brothers, could nevertheless main-
tain his spiritual identity. Since he, the
bechor of Rachel, fulfilled the require-
ments of a bechor, Yaakov was justi-
fied in giving him 2 portions.

This testament of Ya'akov's in Vaychi

is a fitting ending to B'reishit which
deals with the issues of individual
spirituality in contrast to the other 4
books of Torah dedicated to the nation
religion of Israel.
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Rabbi Kahana's articles www.nachmankahana.com



Rabbi Wein's Fall-Winter
Lecture Series: 
Motza"Sh thru January 20th
JERUSALEM GEOGRAPHY II

More interesting Street Names in the Holy City
HaNassi shul - 24 Ussishkin - 25NIS, 20NIS mem, 10NIS students

F Dec 30th at 8:00pm Chida Street

RESERVE NOW for Sunday night, Jan14
PREMIER OF DESTINY'S LATEST FILM
"DISTORTIONS & ILLUSIONS 1920-1929"

Cinema City, Jerusalem at 8PM

SEE BACK PAGE FOR DETAIL
Contact: nachum@jewishdestiny.com or 0584-18-36-54
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Over 1600 audio and video shiurim
for listening and downloading

plus written articles
www.rabbisholomgold.com

Reprinted from

Rabbi Wein's
Weekly
Blog

The Torah in this week's reading
records for us the end in Egypt of our
patriarchs and matriarchs. The era
ends on a note of serenity, family
harmony and bountiful success. The
Jewish family is enjoying the best
that the Egyptian civilization and
economy could offer. However,
nothing in human life that is physical
is permanent.

In a century or more, all of this
goodness and security will disap-
pear, to be replaced by slavery,
idolatry and the crushing of the
Jewish spirit and body. Yaakov is
aware through the Divine Spirit that
has been restored to him, that
difficult times will come to visit his
descendants. Yosef is also well aware
that there are bad years ahead. In
effect, he is reliving the interpreta-
tion of the dreams of Pharaoh that
catapulted him to greatness and
power.

There will be a period of good years
for his children and grandchildren in
Egypt but they will be followed by
years of persecution and slavery. So
much so that the good years will be
forgotten and only the bitter
memories will remain and be etched
in the Jewish psyche forever.

However, he promises his family that
they will be redeemed and restored
to the national and spiritual great-
ness, and that when that happens
they should remove his remains
from Egypt and bring him home
with them to the land of Israel. This
poignant request marks the defining
final moment of the era of our
patriarchs and matriarchs. It
becomes the symbol for all later
generations… that no matter how
dark the night of exile may be,
eventually we will all return home to
our promised land - even the bones
of the dead will be brought back.

The Egyptians thought that they
would hold the Jewish people in
eternal slavery and that the bones of
Yosef could be held as hostage to
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www.gabairealestate.com
RECHAVIA, Narkis for rent - Luxury apartment,
underfloor heating, central a/c, elevator and
underground parking, approx. 170m with succah
balcony, incredible renovation, 4 bedrooms, 2 of
which are master en suite. Can be furnished or
not. Asking:16,000NIS/month

ACROSS FROM FIRST STATION, pastoral and
green, lovely 3 bedroom, 2.5 bathrooms,  private
entrance, breathtaking view of Har HaBayit from
a 40m terrace

EFRAT – New on the market in Zayit! Brand new
cottage with over 200m in the popular Village
project, upgraded 5 bedroom property plus
basement and parking. Large outside space, great
view, perfect family home. Asking 3,100,000NIS

BUSTAN BAK’A - 114m with 4 rooms, first floor,
15m balcony, underfloor heating, mini central a/c,
2 parking spots and storage. Asking 4,650,000NIS

OLD KATAMON - New on the market! 92m, 4
rooms including master en suite, completely
renovated, second floor, 2 balconies, well lit.
Asking 3,200,000NIS

NACHALAT ACHIM, Ibn Sapir - New on the
market! New building, parking, storage, Shabbat
elevator, balcony, 3 bedrooms including one en
suite, asking $1,050,000

SAIDOFF - over 130m, 3 spacious bedrooms,
large living area, upgraded kitchen, 21st floor,
exceptional views, pool, gym, 24-hr guard, shul in
the building. Walking distance to Shaarei Chesed,
Nachlaot and the Kotel, storage and parking

SHAAREI CHESED/NACH. ACHIM – RARE
private semi-attached house of 260m, on a 260m
lot, beautifully reconstructed, 5 bedrooms, 4 full
baths, private roof, huge garden, separate
entrance for added unit, short walk to KKL St.,
Wolfson, Mahane Yehuda, etc.

                                    
Yaniv Gabbay                         Elia Gabai
052-614-1442                    052-862-9208
yaniv@gabairealestate.com • eliagabai@gmail.com

Jewish attempts to leave Egypt. They
embalmed him, placed his remains
in a lead casket and in true mafia
style, sank it in the Nile River.

The Egyptians were not willing to let
Yosef go, just as the Ukrainians today
are not willing to let the remains of
Rav Nachhman of Breslov leave
Uman. After all, without Umann
there really is very little tourist
industry active in today's Ukraine.
How ironic it is that the Ukraine with
its bloody history of anti-Semitism
and Jewish persecution for centuries,
profits from the grave of a very
Jewish leader and holy man! But I
digress.

Yosef's interpretations of the dreams
of Pharaoh are meant to give us an
insight into the progression of
Jewish history throughout the ages.
Even when we forgot what our
homeland looked like, when we felt
like we wanted to go home, we
always knew where that home was
located. Even when others lived in
our home we still believed that the
bones of Yosef and those of his
descendants would guide us to our
true home.

This perhaps the greatest legacy that
Yaakov and Yosef have left us and
for all future generations. Both
Yaakov and Yosef still live. 
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Parsha Points to Ponder
Suggested answers
B Da'at Zekainim MiBaalei HaTosfot
answer that this shows that Yaakov
was concerned that his family would
not see his blessings as binding since
he was on his death bed. Thus,
Yaakov STRENGHTNED HIMSELF AND
SAT to make sure that all would know
that the words that he was sharing
were said with total clarity and intent. 

C Ohr HaChayim teaches that when
the Torah describes Yaakov kissing
and hugging his grandsons, it is
demonstrating how bad his eyesight
was. It doesn't say that he kissed
THEM (OTAM) but rather that he
kissed TOWARD THEM (LAHEM) and
hugged TOWARD THEM (LAHEM), but
could not find the right place to hug
and kiss them. Thus, this scene is
introduced with the description of
Yaakov's poor eyesight.

D S'forno explains that when the
Torah says that Yosef was PLACED IN
A COFFIN, it means that he was not
buried in the ground but preserved in
a public place of prominence. This is
quite significant since it explains how
the Jewish people were able to
simply take his body with them with-
out a problem when they left Egypt.
(This explains the simple understand-
ing of the verses and doesn't follow
the Midrash which relates that Yosef's
coffin was in the Nile and rose to the
top when Moshe dropped in a late
which said "alei shur.)
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RECHAVIA - Nice 2 rooms, ground floor, 
Arabic style building, balcony, good shape, quiet, 
good deal!1,550,000NIS 
BAKA, GREAT DEAL! - New 3 rooms, elevator,
Succah balcony, view, only 1,780,000NIS
RASKO CLOSE TO KATAMON - Large 3 rooms,
93m, stone building, Shabbat elevator, large balcony
with view, good shape, parking, 2,350,000NIS
HEART OF OLD KATAMON - 3 rooms + separate
unit, ground floor, access without stairs, exit to garden,
renovated, good investment! Quiet, exclusive,
2,550,000NIS
RASKO CLOSE TO RECHAVIA - Nice 5 rooms,
first floor, renovated, spacious, 2,950,000NIS
OLD KATAMON CLOSE TO THE SHTIBLECH -
Beautiful 4 rooms, 108m, in a small new building,
Shabbat elevator, Succah balcony, master bedroom,
bright, storageroom, parking, rare!
OLD KATAMON - Great new penthouse, 5 rooms,
170m, small modern building, Shabbat elevator, large
terrace, 50m living room, 4 directions, 2 parking lots,
storage room, exclusive

by Rabbi Chanan Morrison
website: ravkooktorah.org

Yaakov's Sword and Bow
Adapted from Shemonah Kevatzim II: 198.

Orot HaKodesh vol. IV, p. 448

Before his death, Yaakov gathered his
sons together and blessed them. To his
beloved Yosef, Yaakov promised an
additional portion - “which I took from
the Amorites with my sword and bow”
(B'reishit 48:22).

It is striking just how out of character
this statement is for Yaakov. Yaakov
was the ISH TAM, the scholarly man
who dwelled in the “tents of Torah”.
Yaakov was the one who greeted his
angry brother with gifts, not with
battle. Yaakov Yaakov was the one who
cursed his sons for slaughtering the
residents of Sh'chem after they
kidnapped his daughter. So what is this
talk of swords and bows?

The Sages interpreted his statement as
referring - not to weapons of war - but
to weapons of prayer:

“Does it not say, ‘I do not trust in my
bow, and my sword will not save me’
(T'hilim 44:7)? Rather, ‘my sword’ refers
to prayer. And ‘my bow’ (b'kashti) refers
to supplication (bakasha)” (Bava Batra
123a).

Is this just a homiletical interpretation
of Yaakov’s curious pronouncement?
What do swords and bows have to do
with prayer?

Preparing for Prayer
Thousands of years ago, a sect of
especially pious individuals, known as
the chasidim rishonim, lived in the Land
of Israel. The Mishna records their
practice of meditating for a full hour
before each prayer. They would not
begin to pray until they knew that
“their hearts were fully directed toward
their Father in heaven” (Mishna
B'rachot 5:1).

What kind of meditative techniques did
these chasidim rishonim use?

Rav Kook suggested that Yaakov’s
“sword” and “bow” are mental tools
used to ready oneself for prayer. These
weapons represent methods to clear
one’s thoughts and refine one’s mental
images in preparation for a pure experi-
ence of prayer.



“The meditative method which utilizes
the refined visualization of ha-sh'lila
ha-g'dola (‘the great negation’) -
necessary in order to cleave to the light
of the Ein Sof - this technique purifies
all of life’s forces. It raises them above
all lowly, mundane qualities. It also
elevates all that is associated with the
individual who meditates using
yichudim (mystical unifications), as he
reflects on this profound thought with
all the depths of his spirit and soul, with
spiritual clarity and elevation.”

The “sword” is thus a technique by
which one slashes and cuts away all
erroneous thoughts, pruning away all
limiting concepts of God. This is the
“great negation”. We reject the idola-
trous defining of the Infinite and
Unlimited, and gain awareness of the
all-encompassing light of the Ein Sof.

And what about Yaakov’s “bow”? This
refers to focus and concentration. As
Rav Kook continues:

“Prayer which is based on this lofty
yearning is saturated with pure
inspiration. It scores its mark like a bow
and arrow of a champion archer. ‘With
my sword and bow’ - ‘with my prayer
and supplication.'”

Thus the “bow” is a metaphor for a
state of mental focus during prayer. The
imagery is taken from the practiced art
of an expert archer, who takes careful
aim before releasing the arrow. In fact,
the Hebrew word for intention - kavana
- literally means “to take aim”.

This is a quality of pure Divine service
which Yaakov was able to free from the
idolatrous influence of the Amorites -
“with my sword and bow”. 
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for Fertility and Gynecology
in Accordance with Halacha

The Puah Institute is based in Jerusalem and helps couples from all over the world who are experiencing fertility
problems. Puah offers free counseling in five languages, halachic supervision, and educational programs. Offices in
Jerusalem, New York, Los Angeles, Paris. Contact: (02) 651-5050 (Isr) • 718-336-0603 (US) • www.puahonline.org

Who is the Mother?
Last week we saw that a century ago
Rabbi Silverstein, the Rabbi of Veitzen
in Hungary determined that in the
case of a uterus transplant the child
born after the operation would be
considered the child of the recipient
and not the donor.  

He brought a fascinating proof from a
Mishna in Bechorot which discusses
halachic decisions made by one sage
and then overturned by others. It
brings the case of a cow which had its
uterus removed, Rabbi Tarfon decided
that it was not kosher and was
considered treif. The Sages in Yavneh
heard the case and determined that
the cow was in fact kosher. Todos the
Doctor related that any cow or pig that
was exported from Alexandria was
castrated by removing the uterus.
Rashi explains that since these
Egyptian animals were of a high
quality and were expensive they did
not want to export these animals and
have them breed outside of Alexandria
and lose their monopoly. 

An animal that is a treifa cannot live
for more than twelve months and yet
these animals were undergoing hyster-
ectomies before being exported and
lived afterwards for extended periods,
not just a year. From this we can
conclude that these animals were not
in the halachic category of treifa and
therefore removing the uterus does

not make an animal treifa, this
concurs with the Sages of Yavneh's
opinion against that of Rabbi Tarfon. 

However Rabbi Silverstein questions
the Mishna's conclusion; if the
definition of treifa is removing an
organ then the subsequent lifespan is
irrelevant, if an animal is a treifa then
even if it does live for more than 12
months it can still not be eaten.
However if the organ can be replaced
and therefore the lack of the organ is
reversible this is not considered as
though the organ still exists and
therefore the animal is not considered
to be a treifa. 

Therefore lacking a uterus does not
make the animal a treifa since the
uterus can be replaced i.e. the animal
can undergo a uterus transplant from
another animal. When the new uterus
is transplanted, the animal would
return to full fertility and be
considered healthy and "normal". This
explanation supposes that the new
uterus becomes part of the recipient's
body, for were this not the case and
the uterus was considered to be part of
the donor's body then the recipient
would still be viewed as lacking a
uterus and would still be a treifa. 

He therefore concludes that the uterus
becomes part of the host woman and
therefore the birth mother is the
mother of any children born.

Rabbi Gideon Weitzman
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Kupat Cholim Maccabi patients also in kupa clinics

ttRIDDLES
Prizes for TTriddle solutions

World of Jewish Music

Malchei Yisrael 5
 Jerusalem

02-538-8474

Rabbi Akiva 88, Bnei Braq • 03-579-9580

Previous (VAYIGASH) TTriddles:

[1] FPTL: 12 5 6

You gotta love this one! It comes back
on itself. Maybe - if we ever find
another - we'll call it a boomerang
TTriddle or a Yo-Yo TTriddle. Maybe.

Here goes. Start with 1256. Place a
times symbol and a plus sign as you see
in the TTriddle presentation. 12 times 5
is 60 plus 6 is 66. 66 in Hebrew is
SHISHIM VASHEISH. Gimatriya: 300+
300+10+40 (650) + 6+ 300+300 (606) =
1256. Et voilà.

And in case you are rolling your eyes
about this one, here is an email
received a little after midnight of
Motza"Sh.

I don't always pay such close attention
to the FPTL, but since it was a mathe-
matical (expression), it caught my eye. I
did the math and found that SHISHIM
VASHEISH in gematriya is equal to the
issue number 1256 and then I did a
double-take and realized that the

numbers in the (expression) were also
1256 in order, very impressive. - Y(J)S

[2] Bil'am's donkey, Moshe's grave,
Yosef's tax...

AD HAYOM HAZEH - until this very day.
Not an uncommon phrase in Tanach -
83 occurrences, 12 of which are in the
Torah. Including... Bil'am's donkey
saying to him that she'd been his
donkey from way back to this very day.
The Torah telling us that no one knows
the site of Moshe's burial, until this very
day. And, at the very end of Vayigash,
Yosef's laws of taxing land and
exempting the clergy from that tax, is
on the books until this very day (not
exactly sure what that means...)

[3] - •••  - - - - -  ••••    •- - - -  - -  - - - - -

A double coded TTriddle. First Morse
code. Letters of the alphabet are made
up of dots and dashes, a letter having
from 1 to 4 clicks. Numerals have 5
clicks. So the TTriddle reads Dash-dot-
dot-dot which is the letter B. Five
dashes is a zero. Four dots is the letter
H. Then there is a dot followed by four
dashes, ,which is a 1, dash-dash which
is the letter M, and 5 dashes, another
zero. B0H 1M0 which is a Canadian zip
code (or whatever they call the codes in
Canada - maybe postal codes). Loca-
tions whose 6-character code begin
with B are in Nova Scotia. This specific
code is for a small town of around 400
people, named GOSHEN.



continued from p.31 i ¦d §i ©e
Back on p.31, we discussed vay-CHI
and va-YE-chi. They occurred a total of
47 times in Tanach, including twice
vi-CHI, and once V'YE-chi - all three are
future tense rather than the majority
which start with VA, that VAV flips the
tense from future to past.

Similarly, we find vay-HI (over 800
occurrences), mostly first syllable like
the vi of vital, then second syllable like
the he part of helium.
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Torah MiTzion was established with the goal of strengthening Jewish communities around the
globe. Over the past twenty two years Torah MiTzion's shlichim have inspired and enriched their host
communities through a network of Religious Zionist Kollels. 
These Divrei Torah originally appeared in Torah Mitzion's weekly publication, Shabbat MiTzion

You Thought Evil Upon Me; [But] God Thought It For The Good
by Rabbi Ephrayim Back

After the brothers bury their father,
Yaakov, they return to Egypt. On the
way back, they begin worrying that
now that Yaakov is dead, Yosef might
take revenge for all that they did to
him. The commentators explain that
their concern arose at this point
because they believed that Yosef had
not wanted to cause his father any
further pain, and for that reason he had
not made mention of his brothers’
deeds, but now - after their father’s
death - perhaps Yosef would decide to
deal with the issue.

A different approach is suggested by

Rabbi Mordekhai of Izbitza, in his book
“Mei ha-Shilo'ach”. He identifies, in the
brothers’ concern here, the root of
Jewish existence in exile. So long as
Yaakov was alive in Egypt, the brothers
lived with a sense of unity. It was
Yaakov himself who was responsible for
this, for maintaining the same degree
of closeness with all of his sons. No
individual among them was singled out
as the prospective head of the family;
none received more favored treatment
from Yaakov than anyone else.

At the end of his life, when Yaakov
called all his sons to his deathbed, he
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Apartment Management
also vacation rentals Since 1978

ITZHAK KOTLER
(02) 586-1554 052-286-3877

See us at www.jerusalem-management.com

Concerning the comment on p.14 about
a short haftara for a short sedra... It isn't
always like that. In fact, there is a very
short sedra with a very long haftara.
What sedra? (answer to tt@ou.org) And
there is a long sedra with a short haftara.
Which? And while we're asking, what is
the longest Torah reading without a
haftara?

blessed them - and here he appointed
Yehuda over all of them. The fact that
he blessed Yehuda as he did, in the
presence of all the brothers, led them
to understand that it was Yehuda who
had been chosen as the head of the
household following Yaakov’s death.

Against this backdrop, a certain tension
is created after Yaakov’s death between
Yehuda, who has been designated by
Yaakov as his heir, and Yosef – who
holds the actual office of the viceroy of
Egypt, and hence occupies a higher and
more important position. This tension
arises among all the brothers, including
Yosef himself. The righteous Yosef, who
on one hand does not want to offend
Yehuda – the senior brother, but on the
other hand dare not offend the
Egyptian royalty (since this could have
a detrimental effect on the entire
family) separates himself from his
brothers in order to allow Yehuda to
give expression to his new status of
leadership among the brothers.

Here the brothers are mistaken in their
interpretation of Yosef’s actions.
Instead of giving him the benefit of the
doubt and judging his intentions
favorably, perceiving his unique
greatness and appreciating the honor
that he shows to Yaakov and to
Yehuda, they judge him unfavorably.
They regard his separation from them
as being directed against them, as an

expression of Yosef’s desire to harm
them now that Yaakov is no longer
around. In making this mistake the
brothers hurt Yosef personally and also
damage the unity of the family as a
whole. This issue of unity is the focus of
the Mei ha-Shilo'ach’s interpretation: so
long as Bnei Yisrael maintained their
unity, their combined power gave them
the ability to withstand the challenges
facing them. But when this unity was
ruptured and suspicions and doubts
began to arise, their joint strength
waned and troubles began to befall
them. It was the rupturing of the unity
of Bnei Yisrael that ultimately led to
subjugation in Egypt. Had the brothers
judged Yosef favorably, with a view to
maintaining their unity, perhaps they
could have stood up against the
decrees that were going to be
introduced by the Egyptian regime.

The Mei ha-Shilo'ach regards unity, and
judging favorably, as the foundation for
Jewish life as it should be lived. In order
to be able to strengthen ourselves
against the troubles, threats and
difficulties that face us, we must
strengthen the unity amongst
ourselves. This unity is built upon
people having a favorable and
charitable perception of one another. 
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Dr. Maurice E. Joseph Jewish Video Program
NO CHARGE • Check each day for start time and location

PLEASE NOTE: We are experimenting with a new time for the video programs
All four videos during the first week in January '18 will be at 2:00pm in Main Hall

MON Jan 1st - 2:00pm • MAIN HALL • 1h 40m
Perlman In Russia - Itzhak Perlman’s historic first tour of

Russia. Perlman not only as a supreme violinist but as a man of
charisma, wit, charm and compassion. With special performance.

TUE Jan 2nd - 2:00pm • MAIN HALL • 1½ hrs - subtitles

Baba Joon - Powerful, deeply moving family drama set on a farm
in an Iranian olim moshav in the Negev. Brilliant acting, compelling
look at a segment of Israeli society not often depicted or examined.
Israel’s submission for Best Foreign Language Film. Best Film of 2015
of the Israeli Film Academy. A superb, gripping movie.

WED Jan 3rd - 2:00pm • MAIN HALL • 1¾ hrs - subtitles
Footnote - Rivalry between two Talmudic scholars - one
esteemed, the other ignored - one the father, one the son. But the
disregarded one wins the Israel Prize! Or does he? A poignant,
thought-provoking ISRAELI FILM about values - and fathers and
sons. Filmed in Jerusalem neighborhoods! Nominated for Best
Foreign Film Oscar, winner of MANY awards

THU Jan 4th - 2:00pm • MAIN HALL • 1½ hrs - English
Follow Me - The Yoni Netanyahu Story - First time showing
Deeply moving biographical documentary on Yoni - Yoni the son, the
brother, the husband, the soldier, the man. Using his own letters and
interviews with family, his wife, close friends, comrades-in-arms and
others, this excellent film paints a beautiful portrait of this very special,
complex, sensitive man. He was much more than a heroic warrior

Gemach - Free Loan Society The Israel Center and the Old City Free Loan Association
providing interest-free loans for people in financial distress (living in the J'lem area).

Interviews at the Center • Bring ID • Tuesdays 10-12 and 19-20:15



LET MY PEOPLE KNOW
Monday, January 1st •  8:00pm

David Bedein Director, Center for Near East
Policy Research & Israel Resource News Agency

www.IsraelBehindTheNews.com

• Newest translations: PA/UNRWA school books -
unprecedented indoctrination of half a million Arab
children for total war
• What has been the response from the UN and from
governments of Israel, the US, Canada, Australia?

• How can ordinary citizens transform “education”
into a focus of Middle East negotiations?
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SHIUR SPONSORS
Rabbi Sprecher's shiur (Thu Dec 21)

sponsored by Shimshon Granek
in memory of his FATHER z"l

l"f wip`xb awri oa a`f
whose yahrzeit is 3 Tevet

Mrs. Smiles's shiur (Tue Dec 26)
sponsored by Sara and Danny Berelowitz

in honor of our new granddaughter
`liw dxe`il

Rabbi Breitowitz's shiur (Tue Dec 26)
sponsored by Chana Poupko
L'ilui neshama of her Mother

Shayna Gutte bas Moshe Menachem a"h

Rabbi Gold's shiur (Tue Dec 26)
sponsored by Miriam Esris in honor of

her reaching her 8th year of Aliyah!

Rabbi Taub's shiur (Thu Dec 28)
dedicated by Rav Yosef & Beverly Safsel

in loving memory of their dear son
oeyxb oa l"f lkin oxd`
on his 7th yahrzeit

Rabbi Breitowitz's shiur (Sun Dec 31)
sponsored by Mel & Pessy Krausz David

Please join us at the OU Israel Center in wishing Mel
a refuah shleima: Menachem Mendel ben Toba Rivka

Rabbi Gold's shiur (Tue Jan 2)
sponsored by Mrs. Lee Shindell
in memory or her Grandmother

Gitel Yaloski HY"D
who perished in the holocaust

May her neshama have an aliyah

Love Yourself, Heal Your Life! (Tue Jan 2)
sponsored by Zeesi Smulowitz & Bryna

Franklin in Loving memory of their Dear
Friend, Joan Hillel a"h, who loved life

and was always a positive thinker

Rabbi Manning's shiur (Wed Jan 3)
sponsored by in memory of

l"f iav cec oa mdxa`

To sponsor a shiur, call Chana (02) 560-9128

ASARA B'TEVET
LIMUD & T'FILA

sponsored in loving memory of

Joe Polansky z"l
l"f dnly awri x"a xi`n sqei l`xyi

on his yahrzeit, 11 Tevet

Fast begins: 5:20am • ends: 5:13pm
See p.37 for other shiurim of the day

2:30pm
Does Halacha Ever
Permit Euthanasia

Shiur by
Rabbi Ephraim Sprecher

3:45pm
Slow-paced Mincha

followed by
Mini-Shiur by Phil

5:05pm Maariv
Fast-breaking refreshments
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Mazal Tov
to

Rabbi Aaron & Pearl Borow
on the birth of a great-grandson,

son of Noam & Chana Borow
grandson of

Rabbi Yaakov & Malka Borow

CHIZUK ! IDUD
Divrei Torah from the weekly sedra

with a focus on living in Eretz Yisrael -
Chizuk for Olim & Idud for not-yet-Olim  

Just as Parshat Chayei Sara discussed
Sara's death, so too, in Parshat Vaychi
Yaakov, the Torah provides us with a
detailed description of Yaakov Avinu's
final moments of life and burial. Life and
death are often intertwined, and to a
certain extent it is even true to say that -
"Tov Yom HaMavet M'yom Hivaldo".
For a true appreciation of a person's life
can only be attained upon their death. In
order to truly determine whether he or
she has successfully navigated through
the challenges and vicissitudes of life,
one's actions need to be evaluated
retrospectively. The Midrash makes this
exact point wondering why people
festively assemble at the harbor when a
ship is about to set sail? - Do they not
realize that it is only upon the ship's
return, having safely navigated the
stormy seas,  that the rejoicing should
commence?

 Yaakov, who in the words of Ramban is
"getting old and has his life-force
waning", realizes that he still has
responsibilities he must take care of.
Calling Yosef to his bedside, he wishes

to convey one last request. Understand-
ing that his life is coming to an end,
there is one matter that greatly disturbs
him: Where will he be buried after his
death? Yaakov is not willing to be buried
in Mitzrayim, and he begs Yosef to
promise that this will not happen. Even
though Yosef agrees to this request,
Yaakov is still not at ease and asks that
Yosef swear that he will abide by his
own promise. Doesn't Yaakov trust
Yosef to keep his word?

Many have suggested that the oath was
not needed to convince Yaakov of
Yosef's sincerity. Yaakov demanded that
Yosef swear since he realized that the
Egyptian monarch may try to deny Yosef
the possibility of fulfilling Yaakov's
request. Egyptian pride would call for
Yaakov to be buried in Egypt. Yaakov
surmised that Pharaoh would be more
inclined to allow Yosef to honor an oath
made to a father lying on his deathbed
rather than a simple everyday promise.
Indeed, when Pharaoh ultimately grants
this request, the Torah clearly notes that
Pharaoh directly refers to the oath Yosef
had made.

Yaakov's last request, his repeated
insistence that Chesed VeEmet be done
for him (B'reishit 47:29): "Do not bury
me in Mitzrayim", forcefully conveys the
belief that Kevura in Eretz Yisrael is
preferable to burial anywhere else.

Many today emulate Yaakov's request,
and having lived a full life in the
Diaspora ask that their burial take place
in Eretz Yisrael. Some are wont to quote
the Abarbanel who noted that those who
have immersed their lives in Torah and
Mitzvot deserve to be buried in Eretz
Yisrael after they die!
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Judah Loew ben Bezalel • 19 Ethiopia Street • 30 Yosef Ben Matityahu Street

The reason many wish to be buried here
is related to the concept Rashi mentions
of Tza'ar Gilgul Mechilot - the pain of
rolling through the tunnels. At the end of
days, when the dead will be resurrected,
those who have been buried abroad will
endure pain and suffering as they are
brought to the Holy Land.

Burial in the land is important, but this
should not obscure the fact that the real
Mitzva is that of living in the land of
Israel . Living here - not dying here - is
the real deal…

It should be noted, that the Talmud
(Sanhedrin 109, Yerusahlmi Kilayim
9:4) records the words of certain sages
who found fault with those who chose to
come to Israel for burial alone. Quoting
the sharp words of the prophet: "You
made my inheritance (i.e. the Land of
Israel) an abomination" (Yirmiyahu 2:7)
- they were of the opinion that there was
an element of insult in a person's request
to be buried in the Holy Land after
having spent a full lifetime abroad,
willfully choosing to stay away…

Our ability to supplant IKAR with
TAFEIL, allowing minor points to take
center stage, while losing sight of much
more important matters, reminds me of
the interesting question an Oleh from
East-Europe once asked me. The Oleh's
old father who remained behind in his
hometown, had just passed away. The
father was not a religious man, but
nonetheless he felt strongly connected to
a few smatterings of Jewish lore which
he remembered from childhood,
interpreting these ideas in a somewhat
novel manner… Before his death, the

father had requested that he be cremated.
His son explained that this request
stemmed from the fact that his father did
not wish to be buried in a non-Jewish
cemetery. He felt certain that his ashes
could easily be brought to Eretz Yisrael
for burial. Since I was presented with a
fait accompli, I tried to help arrange for
the burial of the ashes in a cemetery in
Jerusalem.

The IKAR is the IKAR. Life in Israel is
the true Mitzva, and once you have made
the right decision to come home, then
Gilgul Mechilot need not trouble you any
longer...

Addendum: A reader recently emailed
me writing that the "Atchalta D'Geula" is
not of such recent vintage as could be
understood by my words in a recent
column. He pointed to Reb Chaim Attar,
the Ohr HaChayim HaKadosh, who set
out from Morocco in the year 1739
together with twenty other families on
their way towards Eretz Yisrael. Their
long and arduous journey was filled with
Mesirus Nefesh - they arrived in Eretz
Yisrael two years later! - should be seen
as the true Atchalta, beginning of our
redemptive process, he wrote. I fully
agree that the timeline for Geula is set
along a very long continuum - beginning
with the Churban itself [as Chazal tell us,
Mashiach was born on Tish'a b'Av]. The
story of the Jewish people begins with
Avraham Avinu - his lifetime marking
the terminus a quo (starting point), while
we all hope and pray that the terminus ad
quem (the finishing point) will come
speedily in our days.

Rabbi Yerachmiel Roness, Ramat Shiloh, Beit Shemesh
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Lock & chain is for the "super-closed"
nature of the beginning of VAYCHI (see
Sedra Summary for details) R The bed is
mentioned more than once at the
beginning of the sedra (footer icon, too)
R The crossed hands are Yaakov's...
Efrayim and Menashe R The crowned
lion is for Yehuda, as is the lion cub.
Yehuda's bracha refers to him as a GUR
(cub), ARYEI and LAVI (lions at different
stages of their lives). And his kingship is
symbolized by the crown, of course R
The wolf is Binyamin R Herzl's name
comes from this combination: Binyamin
Ze'ev R The faucet is for Reuven (based
on what Yaakov said to him) R The Israel
Postal Authority emblem is for Naftali.
Naftali Tzvi Hirsh, or two of those three
names often come together R The
snake is for Dan R The donkey is for
Yissachar R The ship is for Zevulun R
The bread is Asher R The math-like
statement stands for Efrayim and
Menashe are like (approx. equal to)
Reuven and Shimon. Numerically, E&M =
732 and R&S = 731 R Davka graphic of a
father blessing his son (the words of the
bracha come from Vaychi) R Pyramids in
the hot desert sun remind us where the
sedra takes place and where the end of
B'reishit finds us. In Mitzrayim R Chazak
is for the conclusion of the book of
B'reishit R Picture of Kever David, refers
to the haftara R So too, in the lower-
right is the opening of Yoav's tunnel in
the City of David - IR DAVID, mentioned

in the haftara R The cluster of grapes
and Eeyore, Winnie the Pooh's donkey
friend are for part of Yehuda's bracha
(49:11) - OSRI LAGEFEN IRO... "He loads
down his donkey with a [single]
grapevine..." R There is a branch with
two leaves on it and two eyes (the CBS
logo) on the leaves. In Yaakov's words to
Yosef, we find: BEIN PORAT YOSEF, BEIN
PORAT ALEI AYIN... A charming son is
Yosef, a charming son to the eye. Or from
a very different translation: Yosef is a
fruitful son, [like] a fruitful vine by the
fountain... In TTriddlese, ALEI AYIN are
leaves of eyes R Surrounding the fingers
of Yaakov's crossed-over hands, as if
emanating from them, are many of the
symbol for the Zodiac sign of Pisces, the
fish. In Yaakov's bracha to Yosef is his
blessings to Efrayim and Menashe. ...May
He bless the lads, and let them carry my
name, along with the names of my
fathers, Avraham and Yitzchak. May they
increase in the land like fish" R Logo of
the Los Angeles Angels baseball team. A
traffic light showing green. A whale. and
the letters (in Old English - purposely)
OT. From this we get HAMALACH (the
Angel) (ha) GO-WHALE (say it quickly and
not so carefully and it comes out GO'EIL),
then OT. As in HaMalach ha-go'eil oti
(mikol ra)... An Old English T looks a lot
like a C, so we also get HaMalach HaGo'el
OSI (in Ashkenazic pronunciation) R

Along the right side are ME'ARAT
HAMACHPEILA, KEVER RACHEL, SHILOH
(all from the sedra) R gavel for DAN R
Tide-Merlot comes from Yehuda's
bracha: "...he washed his garments in
wine, and his clothes in the blood of
grapes" - meaning that his land will yield
grapes in such abundance that he will
produce a a lot of wine. R The knight is
ABIR (or AVIR)
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Gimatriya Twins
In Bamidbar 22:20, HaShem appears to
Bil'am at night and tells him that he can
go with Balak's people, but he must do
only as G-d tells him. What protects us
from the powerful Bil'am? Perhaps it is
the beautiful blessing Yaakov gave all
Jewish children in perpetuity, with the
words of B'reishit 48:16 - HAMAL'ACH
HAGO'EL OTI... These two p'sukim have
the same gimatriya.

Teachings of the Maharal

What Pain is Trying
to Tell You

Netivot Olam ii, Netiv Hayisurim 1:173
Rav Huna says in the name of Rav,
that if one experiences suffering, he
should carefully examine his deeds,
and if he finds something needing
correction he should repent, as it
says, "Let us seek out our ways and
return to Hashem" [Eicha 3:40]. If he
should not find any wrongful deed,
he should relate his suffering to a
lack of Torah study, as it says,
"Fortunate is he whom Hashem
admonishes and teaches His Torah"
[T'hilim 94:13]. If he finds no
deficiency in this area, he can be
sure the pains are pains of love, as it
says "Hashem rebukes the one He
loves" [Mishlei 3:11]. Rava says in the
name of Rav Huna, anyone whom
Hashem desires, He oppresses with
suffering, as it says, "Hashem
desired to oppress him, and He
afflicted him" [Yeshayahu 53:10]. 

One might assume even if the
affliction is not accepted as having
been out of love, but the verse
continues, "if his soul would
acknowledge guilt". Just as guilt
comes with awareness, so suffering
comes with awareness. If he
receives it out of love, what is his
reward? The verse continues, "his
children will see long life." Further-
more, his learning will be fulfilled, as
the verse continues, "the desire of
Hashem would succeed in his
hand." The meaning of this is

disputed by Rav Yaakov bar Idi and
Rav Chama bar Chanina. One says
that all suffering that has in it
wasting of time otherwise spent in
Torah study is not suffering of love
as it says, "Fortunate is the man
who Hashem causes to suffer and
You will teach him from Your Torah"
[T'hilim 94:12]. The other says the
"suffering that causes wasting of
time that would otherwise be spent
in prayer is not suffering of love, as
it says, "Blessed is Elokim who has
not removed my prayer [to Him] and
His kindness [to me] [66:20]. Rabbi
Yochanan holds both of these are
suffering of love, as it is said, "He
whom Hashem loves, He rebukes"
[94:13].

Column prepared by Dr. Moshe Kuhr
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Preparing the Next Generations
Our portion begins VAYCHI Yaakov -
and Yaakov lived, but really the
portion begins with how Yaakov
actually prepares for his departure
from this world. "I am dying", he says
to Yosef (48:21). He is not afraid to
say these words. He is very open.
He wants to prepare his offspring for
a time when he will no longer be
there to lead them and give them
moral guidance. 

First he blesses his two grandchild-
ren, Menashe and Efrayim, Yosef's
children who were actually born in
Egypt, unlike his other grandchildren.
He blesses them saying that in the
future Israel will use them as a
blessing - as even today parents
bless their children "May God make
you like Efrayim and Menashe." Why
is this the blessing that we give our
children? Why not bless them to be
like Avraham, Yitzchak and Yaakov,
or like any or all the other tribes? The
answer to this question became clear
to me this past Shabbat. 

We hosted group of non-religious
Israeli soldiers at our Shabbat meal.
They had joined Taglit in the past as
the token soldier and then had been
chosen to participate in a Jewish
leadership program to solidify bonds
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NCSY's  Honor Society
Annual Israel Dessert Reception

at the OU Israel Center
Sunday, February 18th, '18

8:00pm
Honoring our 2018 Israel Awardees

Dvorah & Ben Gasner
140å per person

For information, reservations
and/or to place an ad in the

Reception Journal
Call Ita Rochel (02) 560-9125

Reservation deadline for the
reception: Monday, February 12th

Journal ads

Please submit ads by Sun, Feb 4th
by hand at the Israel Center

by email to irussek@ouisrael.org
fax: (02) 561-7432 • or call as above

between the diaspora Jewish com-
munity and Israel which included a
trip to Washington and meetings with
Jews there. When I asked them what
they had learned on that trip one said
that it was so interesting for him to
see very successful Jewish
businessmen in America who were
also practicing Jews (i.e. their clients
know that they can't be reached for
business on Shabbat because they
are shomer Shabbat, they stop in the
middle of the day to pray, they only
eat kosher). He thought that people
only keep the rituals here in Israel. I
told them that maybe that is why
Yaakov wants us to bless our
children throughout the generations
to be like Efrayim and Menashe, and
the blessing isn't to be like Abraham,
Yitzchak and Yaakov, or like all the
other tribes. Rather since we haven't
always been able to live in Israel he
wanted us to bless our children that
they should maintain their dedication
to God, as Efrayim and Menashe
had, even if when in exile, and even
in a country as unholy as Egypt.

Ed. note: This article was greatly shortened due
to lack of space.

TURNIP SOUP
2 cups sliced turnips

1 cup sliced potato

3 onions, chopped

3 Tbsp oil

1½ Tbsp flour

3 cups water

1 Tbsp chopped parsley

Heat turnips, potatoes and onion in

oil on medium heat until tender
(about 20 minutes). Sprinkle in flour
and blend. Add liquid and stir well.
Bring to boil. Reduce heat and
simmer 15 minutes. Cool and blend
with immerser until smooth. Add salt,
and a dash of curry to taste. Serve
hot. N
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