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‘Who creates species of fragrance’ – ''בורא מיני בשמים  
Around midnight after Shabbos I went to bed but I could not fall asleep. I 
turned from side to side, I studies Mishnayos and I repeated Kriyas Shema 
and I still could not fall asleep. Suddenly, I felt something under the pillow, 
I got up, turned on the light and I found a small leaf with a nice fragrant 
smell. At that moment, I realized that I had not yet recited the bracha of 
‘Borei minei besomim’ in Havdalah, I immediately recited the bracha, 
smelled it and went to sleep. 
I had not recited the bracha because I spent Shabbos in yeshiva and after 
Shabbos there were no besomim to recite the bracha. I thought to myself 
that when I came home I would take besomim and recite the bracha, 
however, it slipped my mind and I went to bed. Hashem caused that I 
could not fall asleep until I found the leaf that was prepared for me 
literally under my pillow, left there by whom, perhaps my little brother?! 
Who knows?!                                                                                       .ש.ר 

Study partner headquarters –  במטותאחברותא  
I am a Yehudi Chasidi and he is a Baal Teshuva Eidut HaMizrach who came 
to live in my building. After a number of weeks, I saw him leave the 
building and I thought to myself that I never welcomed him properly as a 
new neighbor. I greeted him first and warmly welcomed him and 
apologized for not welcoming him until now, he returned the greeting and 
continued on his way. 
After he had passed a few buildings, I found myself running after him and I 
asked him to wait a moment, he stopped and waited for me to speak, but I 
did not know what I wanted to say. I stood embarrassed until suddenly for 
no apparent reason (perhaps to get out of my embarrassment) I asked 
him: “Perhaps you would like to learn with me b’chavrusa?” In reaction to 
the question he looked at me and burst into a stream of tears. I did not 
understand what came over him and what I did wrong or right until he 
calmed down a little and said: “I came from another city. We came to this 
city, myself and my wife, by ourselves we left everything to be strong and 
build a house of Torah, but I don’t know anyone and I felt that I could not 
fit in anywhere. Last night I suggested to my wife that that together, we 
should read the entire Tehillim so that Hashem should find me a chavrusa 
[study partner], we sat and read the whole Tehillim with flowing tears, I 
read half and my wife read half and we requested a chavrusa for me, and 
behold I leave the house and you offer to be my chavrusa???!!! 
Baruch Hashem today is eight years later. Every day we learn together and 
his home is truly built on pillars of Torah and Awe as he himself when he 
began the journey knew little and is now teaching. A while ago I saw a 
friend sitting and learning with him and he asked how we knew each 
other, when he heard the story he insisted that I send it to Tiv Hakehila, 
and so I did to encourage people with the power of prayer.                                                                        

   א.צ.
 

They left on this very day –  היום הזה יצאובעצם  
The great Gaon R’ Chaim Kreiswirth zt”l relates that when 
he was in the holocaust he was with a man who became 
very close to him, and one day that man turned to him 
and said, ‘Behold, I sense that my time is slipping away 
and I want to pass along to you a secret, that I have a 
secret Swiss bank account with a large sum of money in it, 
and I ask of you that if you are worthy to survive the 
inferno and remain alive, give this bank account number 
to my family.’ And so that Jew was sacrificed al kiddush 
Hashem – for the sanctity of Hashem’s Name – along with 
millions of other Jews hy”d, and R’ Chaim merited to be 
saved. 
Over the course of many years R’ Chaim went around 
searching for the man’s family however, he did not find 
them. Thirty years went by and one day a man who lives 
in Yerushalayim knocked on his door asking for help as he 
was marrying off his children and his situation was very 
dire. When the man told him his family name thousands 
of bells began ringing in R’ Chaim’s ears, this was the very 
same name as the man from the camp. R’ Chaim began to 
investigate the lineage of this man from Yerushalayim and 
to his great surprise, it became clear that was the son of 
that very man. Of course, R’ Chaim immediately told him 
that there was an inheritance waiting for him all these 
many years and he gave him the Swiss bank account 
number. When the man went to the Swiss bank it turned 
out that the balance in the account was several million 
dollars! 
When HaGaon R’ Chaim ztvk”l told the story to Moreinu 
HaRav shlit”a, he said: ‘That man was a millionaire for 
years but he did not know it and HaKadosh Baruch Hu 
guarded the salvation until the right moment when he 
needed it. 
On the words (12:41)  ויהי מקץ שלשים שנה וארבע מאות'

 It was at the end of four‘ -  שנה בעצם היום הזה יצאו'
hundred and thirty years and it was on this very day they 
left’, Rashi states ‘This tells us that once the end of the 
exile arrived, the Omnipresent did not deter them from 
leaving for even the blink of an eye’, to teach us that even 
if a person finds himself in the darkest of the exile, he 
must believe that his salvation is already prepared for him 
and will come at the right time, and it will not be delayed 
by even a moment, exactly as the words of Rashi, not 
even the blink of an eye! 

- Tiv HaTorah – Bo  
 



 

 

וכוחהחיובה  –לימוד זכות   

Judging Favorably – Its Obligation and Power  

 
ויאמר ה' אל משה בא אל פרעה כי אני הכבדתי את לבו ואת לב 

)י:א(עבדיו למען שתי אתתי אלה בקרבו:   

Hashem said to Moshe, ‘Come to Pharaoh, for I have hardened 
his heart and the hearts of his servants so that I shall place these 
signs of Mine in his midst. (10:1) 
It is appropriate to understand what was the intention of 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu when He said ‘for I have hardened his heart’ 
and is this the reason to come to Pharaoh? This reason seems to 
demonstrate the exact opposite, since his heart was hardened he 
will not listen to him anyway, then what is the benefit of this? And 
even if according to the simple meaning of the posuk, the intent 
of HaKadosh Baruch Hu was to inform Moshe of His process to 
harden the heart of Pharaoh in order to reveal His G-dliness 
through the signs and wonders, as the posuk concludes ‘so that I 
shall place these signs of Mine in his midst’ still, we need to 
understand why these things were stated using an expression of 
giving a reason, He should have said, ‘Come to Pharaoh “even 
though” I will harden his heart’, and since He said ‘for’ it means 
that He is giving a reason for this, as if to say, because of this 
aspect it is appropriate that you come to him, and if so we need 
to understand what this reason is. 
Perhaps we can say that based on the words of the Baal Shem Tov 
zy”a which is brought at length in the seforim of his holy students 
and in particular in the sefer Toldos Yaakov Yosef, that when the 
Tzaddik wants to elevate the soul of the wicked, it is incumbent 
on him to find a good point in the wicked individual, and that 
point will elevate the wicked man. The Tzaddik will realize with 
regard to the wicked person that point will be more complete 
than it is within himself, and since it will seem that the wicked 
person will have an advantage over the righteous person, then 
when the righteous person speaks to the wicked person he will be 
able to influence him he will be able to benefit him and return 
him and elevate him to his roots. 
Behold, although the main reason for mentioning the topic is to 
elevate the remotest souls, still, the truly righteous look at this 
point without intending this purpose. The righteous constantly 
seek to recognize the good in them and the virtues of others and 
to find some merit and virtue that they excel in more than they 
themselves. And if they do not find this, then they search to find 
some favorable attribute with the rationale that this will magnify 
the status of the person, that is to say, that if this individual had 
grown up under the same conditions as the Tzaddik, because of 
this good point he would have been several levels higher than the 
Tzaddik, however, since he did not grow up in the neighborhood 
of the Tzaddik or perhaps his father was not as insistent with him 
as the father of the Tzaddik therefore, he exerted his energy in 
other things and he did not elevate to high levels in the service of 
Hashem. 
The Tzaddikim had many reasons to go through life this way, and 
one of them was to accustom themselves with humility and 
lowliness, since they recognized that every individual has 
something that is an advantage over them, their hearts break 
within them, and they do not come to haughtiness chas v’chalilah. 
With these thoughts, we can now understand the intent of the 
words, when HaKadosh Baruch Hu instructed Moshe to again 
appear before Pharaoh He was very concerned that through this 
encounter he not damage the trait of humility, Moshe was the 
humblest of all men, and in line with his humility was the great 
fear that he not damage it.    
     
 

Since he had already stood by the nature of that wicked man, and he 
acknowledged the greatness of his cruelty, and even though he had 
been smitten with the deserved plagues he still stayed with his 
rebellion, therefore, He was very concerned that perhaps when 
Moshe stood again before Pharaoh he would not find an excuse for 
his great wickedness, and he will be forced to realize that there is 
someone in a worse state than he is. In order to settle the mind of 
Moshe and that he not succumb to this flaw, HaKadosh Baruch Hu 
gave him an opening to find a merit even in that wicked man, and He 
told him, ‘Do not hold yourself back from going to him because of 
this concern for you should know that “I have hardened his heart” 
and were it not for this, he would not have been able to withstand 
these wondrous plagues, rather, the matter emitted from Me in 
order to demonstrate My signs in the land, and if so, then that 
cruelty should not serve as an excuse to sense that he is more 
wicked than you, for there is a reason for the matter and his free-will 
was taken from him. 
By the way, we find from here that it is not possible to find that a 
person can say that ‘I cannot find anything favorable in a certain 
person who has twisted his way and does not act properly’ as it is 
always possible to find something favorable, and if one cannot find 
something favorable in the actual deed then rely on the events that 
brought him to this, as we see here that Hashem Yisbarach wanted 
to reveal His power in the world so He worked things out that he 
strengthened that wicked man even more than his wickedness. 
Similarly, there is an unlimited number of reasons that can cause a 
person to twist his ways and when we consider these reasons we see 
that the reason the person is this way is not his fault. As it is brought 
down in the name of HaRav HaKadosh Rebbe Baruch of Mezibuz 
zy”a in his commentary on Tehillim (37:10)  ,ועוד מעט ואין רשע'

 Just a little longer and there will be no‘ – והתבוננת על מקומו ואיננו'
wicked one; you will contemplate his place and he will not be there’. 
When you see a person destroying his way, and you think he is 
completely wicked, and you wonder how he is able to reach this 
level of wickedness, the advice is to look at ‘just a little longer’ that 
is, concentrate your thoughts on the goodness of the person and 
then you will determine that there are several good points that are 
not recognizable on a cursory level, and once you determine these 
virtues you will understand that ‘there will be no wicked one’ for you 
will no longer be able to call him wicked once you recognize his 
goodness. However, you still distance yourself from him since he has 
mistakenly gone off the path but, if you delve further ‘and you will 
contemplate his place’, who trained him, which neighborhood did he 
grow up in, as all these factors are in the category of ‘his place’ of 
the person, then you will realize that ‘he will not be there’ that there 
is no reason to distance from him as there is no wickedness here, as 
he had no reason to walk on the paths of the Torah. 
Above we mentioned that the Tzaddik has the power to elevate the 
wicked when he belittles himself before him, but we see more than 
that from these words, that if we simply find merit on the sinner we 
can better him as brought down in the sefer ‘Likutei Muharon’: You 
must know that you must judge every person favorably, even one 
completely wicked, you must search for even the smallest good in 
him for in that little bit he is not wicked, and because you have 
found a bit of good, and you have judged him favorably, through this 
you will truly elevate him favorably, and he will be able to repent. 
The greatness of the power of judging favorably brings goodness to 
the one who judged. 
Hashem Yisbarach should enable us to be among those who judge favorably, 
and just as we judge others favorably so too, the Omnipresent should judge 
us favorably. 

        
 


