
 

 

 

 

 

"Our hearts" 
 

Weekly portion Truma describes beginning of the building of the Mishkan, the Tabernacle. Hashem 

ordered all the necessary materials should come from personal possessions, “The Ribono Shel Olam 

spoke to Moshe saying: "Speak to the children of Israel, and have them take for Me an offering; 

from every person whose heart inspires him to generosity, you shall take My offering” (Shmois 

25:1-2). 

The words “give” and “take” describe transfer of an object.  “Take” indicates the beginning of the 

action, and “give” – the end.  First the person takes something into his hands, and then gives it to 

the recipient.  Since the end goal of Hashem’s command was the building of the Mishkan, logically 

it would have been more appropriate to use the word “give”.  The fact that Torah uses the word 

“take” makes us examine, what we are supposed to learn from this.   

The following story will help us understand the answer. 

One year, a day before Yom Kippur Rebbe Levi Yitzchok from Bardichev told his congregants to 

bring one ruble per each member of their household as kaparot, atonement of sins.  For the Jews of 

Bardichev it was a hefty sum, especially for large families.  However, they understood that if Rebbe 

demands so much money, he is trying to annul a bad decree from Heaven.  They did their best to do 

his bidding. 

The whole day before Yom Kippur Rebbe Levi Yitzchok was accepting visitors and collecting 

funds.  One of the visitors was a woman, who was holding by hand a little boy in torn clothing.  

When it came her turn, she cried out to the Rebbe: 

--I am a poor widow.  There is barely enough food in the house for me and my little boy.  I don’t 

have any money for kaparot. 

--I am sorry, but I can’t help you, - answered Rebbe. – You have to bring me two rubles, otherwise 

you will not be forgiven by Heaven. 

Widow ran out of the Shul all in tears.  She began pleading with every passer-by to have mercy on 

her and her son and give her some money.  Rebbe remained sitting in his seat, all tense.  Even 

though the fast was to begin shortly, he did not eat a thing for the whole day. 

An hour before sundown the widow returned to the Rebbe.  She sighed with complete exhaustion: 

--I was running from house to house, from person to person for the whole day.  I managed to collect 

only one ruble.  Please, accept it for my son.  May he be inscribed for the good year, but for me – 

whatever will be. 

Rebbe Levi Yitzchok jumped up from his seat and cried out: 

                        Оhr Hatorаh   אור התורהגליון 
     Weekly Parsha with  

Rabbi Dovid Shteiman Shlita 

 

  זשנת תשע" תרומהפרשת   



--Master of the Universe!  Our Father in Heaven! Look down on this woman, who is ready to give 

up her life for her son.  Just like she has mercy on her son, extend Your Mercy to all Your children, 

the people of Israel, and cancel the terrible decree. 

 

For the widow to give the last ruble to save her son’s life was more important, than to use it for 

herself. To save her life, but to subject her son to suffering or even death, Hashem forbid, would 

make her existence meaningless.  This is the parental instinct, which Hashem put into the make up 

of His creatures, by which parents are ready to sacrifice everything, even their own lives, for the 

sake of their offspring.  Parents take what is most dear to them and give it to their children. 

Creator wanted the Jews to donate some of their possessions to the Mishkan.  However, not to just 

give, but to offer with an “inspired heart.”  He wanted them to give part of their heart together 

with gold and silver.   

Hashem wants self-sacrifice on our part, that we should serve Him with feeling, that there is 

nothing else more important in the world than to perform commandments.  A person should take his 

money with the same desire as if he is taking it for himself, and offer it to Hashem.  He has to let go 

of his interests, desires and aspirations and “make His will into his will” (Pirkei Avos 2:4).  This is 

the instinct of the soul, the sole cause of its existence, and also the source of true happiness. 

At the present time we are not called to rebuilt the Temple, but we can put our hearts into personal 

growth and building relationships with other people.  We can pray with more concentration, learn 

Torah with more willingness, smile to our children, say kind and supportive words to our spouses, 

treat our neighbors and coworkers with love and kindness.  For, this is the spiritual foundation of 

upcoming Redemption.  May we witness it speedily, in our days. 

 

  Wishing You All An Uplifting Shabbos! 

 

To donate or receive our parsha sheet email to lifeoftorah@gmail.com 

For candle lighting time in your area go to: 

https://www.myzmanim.com/search.aspx 

 


