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יתבר	' בעזרת ה  

 

A Tzaddik, or righteous person, makes everyone else appear righteous 

before Hashem by advocating for them and finding their merits.

Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)

  EIZVAYEIT 

CHASSIDUS ON THE PARSHA +    

Strengthening Ourselves with Emuna and Simcha – Even in Golus 

(92:3) says, “to proclaim Your chessed (loving
(faith) in the nights.” 

Ropshitzer in Zera Kodesh explains that based on this 
12a) the berochos of Emes Ve’emuna at night [following the 

This is because we require the extra chizuk to encourage ourselves at night
Zohar Chodosh 12b). During the day, and during the time of the 
are revealed and easily discernible. During the night and darkness, 

however, which is compared to Golus, then Hashem’s chassodim are not as readily seen or felt. 
At night we therefore need extra chizuk, which is why Chazal instituted Emes Ve’emuna
must hope and yearn for the redemption and for a yeshua, davening to Hashem
save us and redeem us. But our primary tefilla should be for Hashem Himself, that He not 

, when we are estranged from Him like children from their father. 
davens for us in turn, as Chazal say (Berochos
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explains that based on this pasuk, Chazal, our 
at night [following the Shema in 

to encourage ourselves at night, which is 
12b). During the day, and during the time of the Geula, 

are revealed and easily discernible. During the night and darkness, 
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Hashem that He should 

Himself, that He not 
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Berochos 7a) that Hashem 



2 � Vayeitzei / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

 

davens. 

The Ropshitzer tells us in the name of Chazal that Yaakov’s actions should serve as a 
sign and lesson for us to imitate and follow. (Bereishis Rabba 68:13) [maasei Avos siman labonim.] 
The pasuk in our Parsha thus teaches us that when Yaakov left Be’er Sheva for Choron, he was 
leaving Eretz Yisrael and going into Golus – into Chutz La’aretz. Since the Golus resembles the 
night, a time of darkness when all Hashem’s great light has dimmed, and His chassodim have 
departed, darkness spreads out over the land, and now we must daven for Hashem. 

This is why the pasuk continues to say that Yaakov – yifga baMokom – he davened for the 
Mokom – for Hashem. The Ropshitzer says that this idea is hinted at in the word Mokom, which 
equals Hashem’s name in gematria: Haka’a – where yud and hei and vov and hei are multiplied 
as yud-times-yud [10x10=100], hei-times-hei [5x5=25], vov-times-vov [6x6=36] and hei-times-hei 
[5x5=25], which equals a total of 186, equivalent to the gematria of Mokom 
[mem=40,kuf=100=vov=6, mem=40=186]. (See Shaar HaKavonos Derushei Amida, Derush 2.) 

Here, in this place, Yaakov established Maariv – the evening prayer (Berochos 26b), 
which represents the tefilla that we daven now during Golus, which is compared to the night, 
when we have to daven for Hashem. The pasuk continues, “And he [Yaakov] slept there, for the 
sun had gone down”. Yaakov strengthened himself in emuna because the light of Hashem’s 
chassodim was extinguished and all had gone dark. The pasuk then says, “And he lay down,” 
which represents going into Golus (Tikkunei Zohar 144a), and which is spelled in Hebrew as 
vayishkav, which in turn can be read as veyesh kaf-bais – and there are twenty-two letters of the 
alef-bais (Tikkunei Zohar 132b). The Ropshitzer explains that these letters represent the holy 
Torah, which is all we have left in Golus, as we recite in selichos on Erev Rosh HaShana: “Ein 
lonu shiyur rak haTorah hazos – we have nothing left except this Torah,” written with the 
twenty-two letters of the alphabet of Loshon Kodesh. 

Now the Ropshitzer explains how we need chizuk to strengthen ourselves during the 
Golus: We must strengthen ourselves with emuna and simcha! Because a father rejoices when 
he sees his children are happy and content, so Hashem, our Father in Heaven, rejoices when 
He sees His children joyful and glad. We must therefore strengthen ourselves as much as we 
can with emuna and simcha.  

“And he dreamed” – the word for dream, chalom, can be read as chalim – to reattach 
and strengthen oneself (see Rashi’s commentary to chalim in Menochos 35a). Yaakov 
strengthened himself with chizuk to reach a level of simcha. 

How do we reach such levels of emuna and simcha? By absorbing the following lessons 
that the heilige Ropshitzer teaches us in the next pesukim: 

“Behold there was a ladder rooted on the ground, whose head reached the heavens.” 
The Ropshitzer says: Everything depends on man. Even now, when we are on the lowest of 
levels, and we are firmly planted on the ground, still our heads reach heavenward! 

The pasuk says (Tehillim 147:2), Boneh Yerushalayim Hashem – “Hashem is building 
Yerushalayim” – in the present tense. The Ropshitzer teaches us that Hashem is actively 
rebuilding Yerushalayim through the mitzvos and maasim tovim (good deeds) that we do. And 
we say uvnei osa bekorov beyomeinu binyan olam – “And build it soon, in our days, a permanent 
structure.” The Ropshitzer explains this as he does in Parshas Ki Seitzei, that through each day 
that we serve Hashem, do mitzvos and good deeds, we help to build Yerushalayim a little, a 
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bit more each day until IMY”H, speedily in our days, it will be built permanently. 

The pasuk then says, Vehinei Hashem nitzov olov – “and behold Hashem is standing over 
him” – Hashem stands over us, safeguarding us from all evil! When we consider all these 
concepts, we will reach a new level of simcha. 

May Hashem help us to reach true emuna and simcha even during the lowest points and 
darkest times, and may we help Hashem by davening for the yeshua and building Yerushalayim 
each day, Amen! 
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“The gates of heaven opened up and I saw G-dly visions, the Creator of the four corners of the 
earth, and I gazed and meditated upon that which I had permission to, and began to explain at the 
beginning of Hashem’s holy words” Ohr HaChaim, Bereishis 
 

Praises For The Holy Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh 

An Angel in White, Shining as the Sun 

In one of his letters, the Chida describes the shining countenance of the holy Rav Chaim 
ben Attar, mechaber of the Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh, as follows: 

“It was the night of Hoshana Rabba and our Rav was awake the entire night reciting the 
Tikkun. His countenance glowed like the light of the sun and brilliant rays shone from his 
face, and he resembled an angel robed in white garments!” 

n 

His Holiness, Miracles and Holy Name 

The Chida continues to praise him and says: 

The Rav [the Ohr HaChaim] was well versed in performing miracles and our own ears 
heard many wondrous tales of the wonders and miracles he performed while alive and after 
his passing, for those who daven at his matzeiva and for those who swore oaths in his name. I 
heard from elders and Rabbonim and other sages of the East that he was a holy, G-dly man; he 
did not benefit from the honor of the Torah, nor did he draw a salary, nor was he supported 
by public funds. They threw him once into a pit of lions and he was saved after having spent 
a day and a night inside! He was exceedingly G-dly and holy; many swore in his name and 
all those who took his name in vain and swore falsely by it, died. 

nn 

The Holy Lights Of The Ohr Hachaim 

Defeating the Yetzer and Reaching Heights of Prophecy 

And Yaakov left Beer Sheva and went to Charan. He happened upon the place and lodged there 
because the sun had set, and he took from the stones of the place and put them around his head and he 

 
OHR HACHAIMOHR HACHAIMOHR HACHAIMOHR HACHAIM    
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lay down in that place. And he dreamed, and behold there was a ladder set upon the ground, and its top 
reached heaven, and angels of G-d were going up and down it. And behold Hashem was standing over 
him…(28:10–13)  

This entire episode can be interpreted to hint at the stages in a person’s life: 

“And Yaakov left” – Yaakov refers to the soul, which leaves its place in the heavenly 
worlds. The soul is called “Yaakov” because the evil force of the yetzer clings tenaciously to 
our heel – okeiv.  

“Be’er Sheva” – Be’er – this well alludes to the supernal chamber from which souls 
depart, known as the Be’er Mayim Chaim – wellspring of living waters. Sheva – this means an 
oath, hinting at the oath each soul swears before departing the upper world, promising not to 
transgress the Torah (Nidda 30b).  

“He went to Choron” – Charan means “anger” and refers to the yetzer, which then 
enters the body as soon as we leave the womb (Sanhedrin 91b), as it says in Bereishis 4:7: “sin 
crouches at the door”. 

“He happened upon the place” – [Chazal teach that this means he established Maariv 
(Berochos 26b)]. This alludes to the fact that we must daven to Hashem, Who is known as 
Mekomo Shel Olom, that he save us from the evil one and not leave us in the yetzer’s clutches.  

“And lodged there because the sun had set” – we must conduct ourselves this way our 
entire lives until the sunset of our days, as Chazal say in Avos Ch. 2: “Do not believe in 
yourself until the day you die”. 

“He took from the stones of the place” – Chazal say in the name of Rav Shimon ben 
Lokish (Berochos 5b) that a person should always encourage his yetzer tov – his good 
inclination – to overcome his yetzer hora – evil inclination. If he succeeds –good; if not, he 
should toil in Torah. If that does not work he should recite Shema, and if that, too, fails, he 
should remind himself of the day of death. 

“The stones of the place” allude to the armament of Torah used against the evil one. 
Toil in Torah is called the building blocks and foundation of the world – binyono shel olom, 
hence the allusion that the stones have to toil in Torah study. Another interpretation of the 
Ohr HaChaim is that the stones are like missiles to be hurled against the yetzer hora to defeat 
him and his allies and forces. As Chazal say (Sota 21a) – Torah study saves us from the yetzer, 
both when we are actively engaged in it and also once we have stopped learning. 

“And put them around his head” – this hints at the second piece of advice given – to 
recite Shema when we lie down to sleep, as a device against the yetzer hora. 

“And he lay down in that place” – this refers to the last piece of advice: to remember 
the day of death. Lying down refers to a person’s final resting place.  

After employing all these forms of warfare we are guaranteed to defeat the yetzer. 
Once we succeed, the Ohr HaChaim reveals, we will merit a branch of prophecy – Hashem will 
reveal Himself to us in a dream (as we find in the dreams of Rav Elozor ben Aroch in the 
Zohar I 139 and Zohar Chodosh, Lech Lecha 25a). 

“And he dreamed, and behold there was a ladder set upon the ground, and its top 
reached heaven, and angels of G-d were going up and down it” – the ladder refers to the 
secret of our human soul, which leaves the body when we sleep. We know that the soul does 
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not leave completely, which is why the pasuk says that its feet were planted on the ground, 
referring to the body. We can demonstrate this fact, since when a person is sleeping we can 
shake him awake. If his soul had completely departed, shaking his body would not cause the 
soul to feel anything and it would not wake him up. “Its top reached heaven” – alludes to the 
fact that nothing can block us or stand in our way to reach spiritual heights; since the evil one 
has been defeated, the soul can reach the heavens. 

The angels of Hashem ascending and descending hint at the good deeds and mitzvos we 
perform, since each one creates an angel (Avos Ch. 4), causing heavenly lights to ascend and 
blessings to descend upon us as well.  

“Hashem was standing over him” refers to the prophecy of the revelation of the 
Shechina, as the Rambam teaches us (Hilchos Teshuva Ch. 5) that we are all muchshar – each one 
of us has a real potential for prophecy! 

nnn 

  הילולא

The anniversary of the petira of a Tzaddik is known as a Hilula, which means “A Day of Joy”. 

One of the tools that Kabbola teaches is to connect to a Tzaddik (righteous person). 
The method to connect to a Tzaddik is to adopt the following ritual: 

1) Learn the anniversary of his petira or, if this information is not available, the days of 
Erev Rosh Chodesh, Rosh Chodesh and the fifteenth day of the Hebrew month can be utilized 
for a connection. 

2) Light a twenty-five-hour candle in his or her honor. There is no specific berocha. 
Some say the following: This candle is being lit in the merit of ______________. 

Others say that it is the custom within Klal Yisrael to light a yahrzeit candle on the day 
that a relative or a Tzaddik has passed away. The lighting has no accompanying blessing, and 
people would like to express themselves in a tefilla when lighting the candle. This is not only 
true on a yahrzeit but on every Yom Tov as well. 

The author of the Pele Yo’etz, Rav Eliezer Papo (1785–1828), did in fact compose such a 
tefilla. Rav Papo was the Rav of the city of Selestria in Bulgaria. Bulgaria was a part of the 
Ottoman Empire at the time. The tefilla of the Pele Yo’etz is reproduced and translated below, 
as a public service. 

Hebrew Tefilla for Lighting a Yahrzeit or Hilula Candle 

� עַ עֵ א יוֹ לֶ �ֶ ל הַ עַ �ַ � ִמ גֵ מָ � הַ לֶ ר אֶ פֶ סֵ ת �ַ �צַ ְמ נִ ה הַ ילָ פִ ְ	 [ ָ�  ]ד"ד כמוֹ א עָ צֵ יֵ ת וַ ַ� ָר ל 
 

____________ יק ִד צַ הַ / י ִת ָר י מוֹ ִמ ִא / י בִ ת )מַ ְ� י נִ יל&עִ לְ ת &חַ נ&ְמ ה לִ ר זֶ יק נֵ לִ ְד י מַ ינִ ֵר הַ  
 ְ�ַרֲחִמי1 ֶ�ְ	ַקֵ�ל, ֲאבוֵֹתינ& ֵוא/ֵהי ֶא/ֵקינ& 'ה י-נֶ פָ לְ � ִמ צוֹ י ָר ִה יְ  ,____________ת �ַ /��ֵ 

ל 2ֹ ה הַ יֶ ְה יִ ה וְ ְ�ַמֲע3ֶ  ֵ�י�, ְ�ִדי�&ר ֵ�י�, ְ�ַמַחָ�ָבה ֵ�י�, עו3ֶֹה ֶ��ִני ַהטוֹב ַמֲע3ֶה 2ָל &ְבָרצוֹ�
/ י ִמ ִא / י בִ ל )ה ֶ� מָ ָ� נְ & חַ ר& �פֶ נֶ ט לְ ָר פְ �ִ &, לאֵ ָר 3ְ יִ  -ְמ ת עַ מוֹ ָ� נְ י לִ יל&עִ לְ ת &חַ נ&ְמ לְ ת &כ&זְ לִ 
 .י1יִ חַ ר הַ רוֹ צְ ת �ִ רוֹ ר&1 צְ יהֶ תֵ וֹ �פְ ה נַ נָ יֶ ְה ִ	 � ֶ� צוֹ י ָר ִה יְ . ____________יק ִד צַ 

Translation: 



6 � Vay

 

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of t
mother/the Tzaddik _______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 
before you, Hashem, our G-d and the G
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a res
your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the 
_____. May it be Your will that their souls be bound in the bond of life.

3) Learn about the person including history, culture, 

4) Study some of his teaching or writings.



Y GEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSER
YAHRZEITS BEGINNING 

http://www.chinuch.org/gedolim_yahrtzeits/Kisleiv

Biographical information and yahrzeits 

� 11th of Kislev ~ Begins Mot
� Rav Yehoshua Katz, Rav in Cracow, (5495/1734);

� Rav Yaakov Yitzchok HaLevi

� Rav Simcha Ashkenazi of Dessau (Dasseau), (5546/1785);

� Rav Yechiel Heller, Rav of Sovalk (Suvalk). Among his 

Amudei Ohr, Ohr Yeshorim

a hesped (eulogy) for Rav Dovid Luria. He was 

according to some, 5628/1867);

� Rav Yitzchok Friedman. Born in Sadigura, both of his parents were grandchildren of the 

Ruzhiner Rebbe. In 1903, he married, and, with the passing of his father, he set up his court 

in Rimanov. He was niftar

friend and relative collected 

(5685/1924); 

� A Jewish community that had existed since Roman times was expelled from Naples, fifteen 

years after the Spanish conquest 

� Hans Frank, the Nazi governor of Poland, required Jews to wear a blue star, (5700/1939);

Seven thousand Jews of Minsk executed, (5703/1942).

� 12th of Kislev ~ Begins Sunday Night
� Ravina II bar Shmuel, who completed the

by Rav Ashi. His petira marked the end of the period of the 

� Rav Shlomo Luria Ashkenazi

Yam Shel Shlomo, a halachic commentary on 

which only seven are still extant). His 

and comments, is printed in the standard editions of the 

� Rav Yitzchok Lampronti

Talmudic encyclopedia ever assembled. He was also 

teacher of the Ramchal, (5517/1756);

� Rav Avrohom Dov Auerbach

Levi Yitzchok of Berditchev and the first two 

yeitzei / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul of my father/my 
_______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 

d and the G-d of our forefathers, that all my good deeds whether 
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a resting and an elevation of the souls of 
your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the 
_____. May it be Your will that their souls be bound in the bond of life. 

Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings.

Study some of his teaching or writings.                        See more at: www.yeshshem.com/hilulah.htm



GEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSER    Z

BEGINNING MOTZAI SHABBOS VAYEITZEI
http://www.chinuch.org/gedolim_yahrtzeits/Kisleiv 

Biographical information and yahrzeits compiled by Reb Manny Saltiel and www.anshe

Motzai Shabbos (Dec 10th) 
in Cracow, (5495/1734); 

HaLevi of Pressburg, author of Imrei Ravrevei, (5523/1762);

of Dessau (Dasseau), (5546/1785); 

of Sovalk (Suvalk). Among his seforim are Shailos U’Teshuvos 

Ohr Yeshorim on the Haggoda, Oteh Ohr on Shir HaShirim

(eulogy) for Rav Dovid Luria. He was niftar at the age of forty-

some, 5628/1867); 

. Born in Sadigura, both of his parents were grandchildren of the 

. In 1903, he married, and, with the passing of his father, he set up his court 

niftar during a fund-raising expedition in the United States. A close 

friend and relative collected hespedim for the Rebbe in a sefer called 

A Jewish community that had existed since Roman times was expelled from Naples, fifteen 

years after the Spanish conquest of the island, (5271/1510); 

Hans Frank, the Nazi governor of Poland, required Jews to wear a blue star, (5700/1939);

Seven thousand Jews of Minsk executed, (5703/1942). 

Sunday Night (Dec 11th) 
Shmuel, who completed the codification of the Talmud Bovli

marked the end of the period of the Amoro’im, (c. 4236/475);

Rav Shlomo Luria Ashkenazi, the Maharshal (1510–1574) of Lublin, 

, a halachic commentary on sixteen masechtos of the Talmud

which only seven are still extant). His Chochmas Shlomo, glosses on the text of the 

and comments, is printed in the standard editions of the Talmud, (5335/1574);

Rav Yitzchok Lampronti (1679–1756), mechaber of Pachad Yitzchok

Talmudic encyclopedia ever assembled. He was also Moreh Tzedek in Ferera, Italy, and the 

, (5517/1756); 

Rav Avrohom Dov Auerbach of Avritch and Tzefas (1765–1840). He was a 

zchok of Berditchev and the first two Rebbes of Chernobyl. Rebbe

he soul of my father/my 
_______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 

d of our forefathers, that all my good deeds whether 
ting and an elevation of the souls of 

your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the Tzaddik 

writings and teachings. 

www.yeshshem.com/hilulah.htm 
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, (5523/1762); 

Shailos U’Teshuvos 

Shir HaShirim and Kina L’Dovid, 

-seven, (5622/1861; 

. Born in Sadigura, both of his parents were grandchildren of the 

. In 1903, he married, and, with the passing of his father, he set up his court 

on in the United States. A close 

called Akeidas Yitzchok, 

A Jewish community that had existed since Roman times was expelled from Naples, fifteen 

Hans Frank, the Nazi governor of Poland, required Jews to wear a blue star, (5700/1939); 

Talmud Bovli begun earlier 

, (c. 4236/475); 

1574) of Lublin, mechaber of the 

Talmud (the work of 

, glosses on the text of the Talmud 

, (5335/1574); 

Pachad Yitzchok, the first major 

in Ferera, Italy, and the 

1840). He was a talmid of Rav 

Rebbe of Avritch from 



7 � Vayeitzei / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

 

1785, he moved to Tzefas in 1830 at the age of sixty-five. He is the author of Bas Ayin, a 

commentary on Chumash. In the deadly earthquake of the 24th of Teves 5597 (January 1, 

1837), five thousand people lost their lives, of whom four thousand were Jews. Although 

most of the shul of the Avritcher Rebbe collapsed, the part where the men were clustered 

remained upright and everyone was saved. He is buried in the old cemetery of Tzefas, 

(5601/1840); 

� Rav Yehoshua Moshe Aharonson of Petach Tikva (1910–1993). Born in Warsaw, he was 

named Rav of Sanok in 1937. In the winter of early 1940, he was appointed to the Bais Din 

of Warsaw. In March 1942, he was deported to the Konin labor camp, near Chelmno. The 

Konin camp was liquidated in the summer of 1943. Rav Aharonson was taken to 

Hohensalza, and afterward to Auschwitz 3 (Buna). In 1945, he was transferred from 

Auschwitz to Buchenwald and then taken on a death march to Theresienstadt, where he was 

liberated. He subsequently moved to Eretz Yisrael, where he served as a Rav in Petach 

Tikva and Emmanuel. His writings were collected in the book Alei Meroros, (5754/1993). 

� 13th of Kislev ~ Begins Monday Night (Dec 12th) 
� Ravina berei D’Rav Huna, Rosh Mesivta of Sura. He, together with his teacher, Rav Ashi, 

collected and commented upon the Gemora of what would henceforth be known as the 

Talmud Bovli, (4260/499 or 4182/421); 

� Rav Yisrael Taub of Modzhitz, author of Divrei Yisrael (1849–1920). He was the son of 

Rav Shmuel Eliyohu Taub of Zvolin (1888) and the grandson of Rav Yechezkel Taub of 

Kuzmir (1856), who was one of the talmidim of the Chozeh of Lublin. He became the first 

Rebbe of Modzhitz and was succeeded by his son, Shaul Yedidya Elozor. Legend has it that 

in 1913 Taub composed a thirty-minute niggun (melody) while having his leg amputated 

without anesthesia, (5681/1920); 

� Rav Yisrael Friedman, the second Tchortkover Rebbe, (5693/ 1932 or 5695/1934); 

� Rav Sholom Hedaya of Aram Tzova (1864–1944). The lineage of his father, Rav Moshe 

Chaim Hadaya, could be traced back to Rav Saadya Gaon. Rav Sholom’s mother, Rebbetzin 

Sabatya, was the granddaughter of Rav Yitzchok Attia, mechaber of the Zera Yitzchok. Rav 

Sholom’s father passed away when he was only three. At the age of twenty, he married Sora, 

the daughter of Rav Yitzchok Labaton, one of the most outstanding Rabbonim and Dayonim 

of Aram Tzova. When Rav Yitzchok moved to Eretz Yisrael in 1888, he took Rav Sholom 

and his family with him. In 1891, Rav Sholom had to return to Aram Tzova. While there, he 

was stricken with an eye ailment and nearly lost his eyesight. Despite that, he wrote a sefer, 

Sholom La’Am, which focuses on the issues of doing tzedoka and chessed, particularly on 

behalf of Torah students and scholars. In 1896, Rav Sholom moved to Eretz Yisrael 

permanently, first settling in the Bucharian Quarter, then moving to the Ohel Moshe 

neighborhood. In 1904, Rav Sholom was appointed Moreh Tzedek in the Bais Din of Rav 

Vidal Anjel and Rav Boruch Elnekava. In 1930, he was appointed Raavad (Rosh Av Bais 

Din) of all the Sefardi communities in Yerushalayim. In 1927, Yerushalayim’s chief 

Mekubol and Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshiva Bais Keil, Rav Mas’ud HaKohen Elchaded, was 

niftar, and Rav Sholom was appointed his successor. Besides Sholom La’Am, Rav Sholom’s 

other seforim were: Dover Sholom, responsa on the Arba’a Turim; HaChaim v’HaSholom, a 

series of Torah extrapolations; and Sholom v’Tzedek. His son, Rav Ovadya, was a 

prominent Rosh Mesivta in the Porat Yosef Yeshiva. When the Jordanians conquered the Old 

City, Yeshivas Bais Keil was destroyed and Rav Ovadya reestablished it in his own home in 

the new city. After the Six-Day War, he reestablished the Yeshiva in the Old City, 



8 � Vayeitzei / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

 

(5705/1944). 

� 14th of Kislev ~ Begins Tuesday Night (Dec 13th) 
� Reuven ben Yaakov Ovinu, (1567 BCE–1442 BCE); 

� Rav Menashe ben Yisrael of Amsterdam, author of Nishmas Odom. He was a friend of 

Rembrandt van Rijn, who, apart from making an etching of the Rav, also illustrated his 

books. It was Rav Menashe, who, together with Rav Yaakov Sasportas, pleaded with Oliver 

Cromwell to allow the Jews to settle in England on philosophical and theological grounds, 

(5418/1657); 

� Rav Menachem Nachum of Shtefanesht, Romania, one of the five sons of Rav Yisrael of 

Ruzhin (1823–1869). He was succeeded by his son, Rav Avrohom Matisyahu, when the 

latter was twenty-one years old, (5630/1869); 

� Rav Dovid Abuchatzeira, (5680/1919); 

� Rav Mordechai Yaakov Breish of Zurich, the Chelkas Yaakov (1895–1976). Born in 

Skohl, Galicia, his father was a Chassid of Rav Yissochor Dov of Belz. He married in 1920, 

and the couple lived in Lvov. He became Rav in Alesk, and then in 1928, of Disbourg, 

Germany. In 1933, he published Tikun Eruvin, a detailed examination of the halochos of 

eruvin involved in his project of making a community eruv to help his mispallelim (those 

who davened in his shul), who were otherwise carrying on Shabbos. Following a life-

threatening incident with the Nazis, who had just come to power, Rav Mordechai Yaakov 

and his wife decided to escape Germany. After a brief time in Lance, France, they settled in 

Zurich, Switzerland, where he nurtured the Jewish community for forty years. In 1967, he 

established the Kollel Le’Horo’a Chelkas Yaakov in Bnei Brak, (5737/1976). 

� 15th of Kislev ~ Begins Wednesday Night (Dec 14th) 
� Rav Yehuda HaNossi, son of Rav Shimon ben Gamliel, redactor of the Mishna (120–192 

CE) [193 CE, according to Hamodia 2006; 219 CE, according to Yated 2007], (3953/192); 

� Rav Avrohom Ibn Ezra (the second), mechaber of Botei Kenesiyos, (5521/1760); 

� Rav Ze’ev of Zhitomir, the Ohr HaMei’ir, (5560/1799); 

� Rav Eliezer Fishel of Brody, (5572/1811); 

� Rav Simcha Bunim Sofer of Pressburg (1842–1906), mechaber of Shaarei Simcha and 

Shevet Sofer. Born in Pressburg, Hungary (now Bratislava, Slovakia), he was the son of the 

Kesav Sofer, the grandson of the Chasam Sofer, and a great-grandson of Rav Akiva Eiger. 

He succeeded his father as Rav and Rosh Yeshiva in Pressburg in 1872, at the age of twenty-

nine, the Yeshiva housing over four hundred talmidim at the time. He himself was succeeded 

by his son, Rav Akiva Sofer, the Da’as Sofer. Three continuous generations – the Chasam 

Sofer, the Kesav Sofer, and the Shevet Sofer – all served as Rav of Pressburg for thirty-three 

years. When Rav Akiva Sofer neared his thirty-third year as Rav, he asked his uncle, the 

Erlauer Rav, what to do. Upon his uncle’s advice, the Daas Sofer moved to Eretz Yisrael in 

1940, thus saving himself from the horrors of World War II, (5667/1906); 

� Rav Rephoel Even-Tzur, Rav of Fez, Morocco, (5677/1916); 

� Rav Dovid Twersky of Skver, (5680/1919); 

� Rav Dovid HaKohen Leibowitz (1890–1941). Born in Warsaw, he studied in the Yeshiva 

of Radin as a teenager, where he held private study sessions with his great-uncle, the 

Chofetz Chaim, for twelve hours a day. In 1908, upon the recommendation of his saintly 

great-uncle, Rav Dovid went to learn in the Slabodka Yeshiva, under the direction of the 

Alter of Slabodka, Rav Nosson Tzvi Finkel. In 1915, Rav Leibowitz succeeded his father-
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in-law as Rav of Selechnik. After six years, however, he returned to Slabodka as a founding 

member of the Slabodka Kollel. Every member of the Kovno Kollel had to commit himself 

to one year of traveling abroad and raising funds for the Kollel. That is what brought Rav 

Dovid to America in 1926. While there, he was offered a job as Rosh Yeshiva of Mesivta 

Torah Vodaas. Among his talmidim were Rav Gedalya Schorr and Rav Avrohom Pam. In 

1933, Rav Leibowitz founded Yeshivas Rabbeinu Yisrael Meir HaKohen (better known 

today as the Chofetz Chaim Yeshiva/Rabbinical Seminary of America in Forest Hills, N.Y.) 

There he transplanted to the United States his unique style of Talmud study as well as the 

Slabodka school of mussar. The Yeshiva was headed for half a century by his son, Rav 

Heinach Leibowitz, (5702/1941). 

� 16th of Kislev ~ Begins Thursday Night (Dec 15th) 
� Rav Yaakov of Lublin, father of Rav Hirschel of Cracow, (5405/1644); 

� Rav Shaul Yedidya Elozor Taub (the Imrei Shaul), the second Modzhitzer Rebbe. Born in 

Osherov in 1886, he assumed the leadership of Modzhitz upon the passing of his father Rav 

Yisrael, the Divrei Yisrael, in 1920. From 1940 until 1947 the Rebbe lived in Brooklyn, 

New York. Rav Shaul was probably the most prolific Chassidic composer of all time, with 

the total output numbering close to a thousand compositions, (5708/1947); 

� Rav Dovid Leib Schwartz of Bnei Brak, “Der Heiliger Tzaddik”, (5760/1999); 

� Rav Menachem Kalish of Amshinov (1860–1917). Succeeded his father, Rav Yaakov 

Dovid Kalish in 1878, at the young age of eighteen. One of Rav Menachem’s sons, Rav 

Yosef, became Rebbe in Amshinov, while his second son, Rav Shimon Sholom, became a 

Rebbe in Otvotsk. When Rav Yosef passed away in 1935, his son, Rav Yaakov Dovid 

(1906–1942), was immediately appointed as his successor. His uncle, Rav Shimon Sholom, 

had fled to Shanghai, where he helped the Mir Yeshiva in its escape and, after the war, he 

went to America. Upon his passing in 1954, he was succeeded by his son, Rav Yerachmiel 

Yehuda Meir, who set up court in the Yerushalayim neighborhood of Bayit Vegan. Rav 

Yerachmiel Yehuda Meir’s grandson, Rav Yaakov Aryeh Milikowski, succeeded him in 

1976. Rav Yitzchok Kalish, the son of Rav Yosef, became the Rebbe of Amshinover 

Chassidim in America. Of Amshinov itself, nothing remained, (5678/1917). 

� 17th of Kislev ~ Begins Friday Night (Dec 16th) 
� Rav Yosef Yoizel Horowitz, the Alter of Novardok (1849[1858]–1919). Born in the 

Lithuanian town of Plongian to Rav Shlomo Zalman, Rav and Dayan of the town, Rav 

Yosef Yoizel joined Kovno’s Kollel Perushim where he studied under Rav Itzele Blazer, 

Rav Naftoli Amsterdam and Rav Avrohom Shenker, spending at least eighteen hours a day – 

most of the time standing– studying. He also spent two lengthy periods learning in solitude: 

first, he secluded himself in a small room for a year and a half after tragically losing his first 

wife during childbirth; later, learning in a room in a forest for twelve years, leaving only to 

visit his family for Shabbosos. In 1894, Rav Yosef Yoizel began to visit the Alter of Kelm, 

Rav Simcha Zissel Ziv. Later, he established a large Yeshiva in Novardok and was 

responsible for creating a whole network of Yeshivos. During the First World War, in 1914, 

he moved the Yeshiva – with its bochurim – to Hommel in the Ukraine, as the Germans 

advanced on Novardok. In 1918, he moved it to Kiev, (5680/1919); 

� Rav Chai Taib of Tunisia, author of HaLev Hitin, (5596/1835); 

� Rav Shlomo Heiman, Rosh Yeshiva of Bais Medrash Elyon, Torah Vodaas (1893–1944). 

Born in Parenz, near Minsk, Reb Shlomo entered the Yeshiva in Halusk at the age of twelve, 
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where he learned under Rav Boruch Ber Leibowitz. He remained there until 1917, when he 

married Chaya Feiga Rudensky of Volozhin. That year, he was appointed by Rav Boruch 

Ber to serve as Rosh Yeshiva in Knesses Bais Yitzchok. When anti-Semitic harassment 

forced him to leave the area, the Chofetz Chaim asked Rav Shlomo to teach in his Yeshiva. 

When World War I ended, Rav Elchonon Wasserman asked Rav Shlomo to be a Rosh 

Yeshiva in Baranovitch. In 1927 Rav Chaim Ozer Grodzenski invited Rav Shlomo to be 

Rosh Yeshiva of the Ramailles Yeshiva in Vilna, a position he held for almost eight years. In 

1935, with Rav Chaim Ozer’s approval, Rav Shlomo accepted an invitation to head Yeshiva 

Torah Vodaas. Thus he was spared, through hashgocha protis, the horrors of World War II. 

Since he arrived in America a few years before the onset of the Holocaust, he was able to 

aid in the rescue of Bnei Torah and Rabbonim, (5705/1944); 

� Rav Avrohom Yochonon Blumenthal (1877–1966). Born to his parents one year after they 

immigrated to Eretz Yisrael from Hungary, he married in 1895, and – despite the petiros of 

three of his children and his wife’s hearing loss– he began an orphanage for the destitute of 

Yerushalayim during World War I. Bais Tzion Blumenthal has been continued by his 

grandson, Rav Eliezer Rakovsky (niftar 1996) and his great-grandson, Rav Boruch 

Rakovsky, (5727/1966). 


Y HILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’TZADDIKAZADDIKAZADDIKAZADDIKA Z 

WHAT’S BEHIND YAHRZEIT MEANINGS & CUSTOMS 
The Maharil, in Hilchos Taanis, teaches us that the reason why there is a custom to visit 

the Bais hachaim on a fast is because “this place is the resting place of the Tzaddikim and is 
therefore sanctified, pure and holy and our tefillos are more readily heard, accepted and 
answered when davened on holy ground. When you daven there, do not make requests of the 
dead who are buried there; rather ask Hashem to answer you mercifully in their merit. Then 
circle around the graves and donate charity before reciting tefillos.” 

בית הקברות הוא מקו� מנוחת הצדיקי� ומתו	 כ	 הוא מקו� קדוש וטהור התפילה נתקבלה 
ת שית� עליו רחמי� בזכות “א	 יבקש מהשי, א	 אל ישי� מגמתו נגד המתי�, ש� יותר

.וית� צדקה קוד� שיאמר התחינות, ויקי� הקברות, הצדיקי� שוכני עפר  
The Zohar in VaYeira page 71 teaches us that if we suffer any calamity or tragedy we have 

the custom to go and daven at the kevorim of Tzaddikim. The reason for this is that we approach 
them with fasting, remorse and repentance, and we have in mind that the departed souls ask and 
daven for us before Hashem on High, as opposed to the prohibition against speaking to the dead 
which is an idolatrous practice where the idol worshippers sought out the impure dead souls and 
bodies using sorcery and witchcraft. Instead, beseech our Tzaddikim who, in gan eden, are truly 
alive, and ask through tefilla and fasting and teshuva alone. 
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Y GEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEM Z    

 STORIES & ANECDOTES 

Rav Shlomo ben Yechiel LuriaRav Shlomo ben Yechiel LuriaRav Shlomo ben Yechiel LuriaRav Shlomo ben Yechiel Luria, , , , 12121212
thththth
    of of of of KislevKislevKislevKislev    

The Maharshal of Lublin, Mechaber of Yam Shel Shlomo

In the introduction to his sefer, Yam 
Shel Shlomo, the Maharshal writes, “I once 
received a ner mitzva – a candle that 
testified to me as a sign from Heaven and 
strengthened me, which I took as a gift of 
chizuk from Above and the gates of light 
were opened for me.” The Kav HaYoshor 
(Chapter 96) explains this episode based on 
a mesora he had from his teachers that 
once Rav Shlomo Luria was sitting and 
writing his sefer, Yam Shel Shlomo, and 

only a small candle was burning before 
him; it was about to be extinguished, but 
somehow it lasted for several more hours, 
longer than three or four tall candles, 
testifying to the stature of his Torah study. 
This miracle was like the miracle of the 
Chanuka lamps of the Bais HaMikdosh. 
May his holy merit shield us – 
praiseworthy and happy is he and his 
portion! 

    

    Rav Avrohom Dov ben Dovid Auerbach of AvritchRav Avrohom Dov ben Dovid Auerbach of AvritchRav Avrohom Dov ben Dovid Auerbach of AvritchRav Avrohom Dov ben Dovid Auerbach of Avritch, , , , 12121212
thththth
    of of of of KislevKislevKislevKislev 

Mechaber of Bas Ayin 

The Ba’al Shem’s Segula 

There was a revolt among the goyim 
when the ruler Ibrahim Facha was in 
control. The ruler of Tzefas guaranteed the 
Avritcher safe haven, but he would have 
none of it and declared, “Wherever all the 
Jews will be, so will I be there with them.” 
When the revolutionaries found out that 
the Avritcher was present, they captured 
him and some of his followers, taking them 
as prisoners and marching them to their 
deaths! 

As they were being led to the 
slaughter, the younger captives began 
whispering about a planned revenge to take 
their captors’ swords and to attack them. 
The Avritcher overheard their plans and 
ordered them to abandon the idea. Instead, 
he told them to ask their captors for some 
water. He feigned thirst and was given 
some water to drink, over which he 
fervently recited the blessing Shehakol 
niheya bidvoro – and afterward, he 
explained his behavior to the Chassidim: 

“There is a segula from the holy 
Ba’al Shem Tov to recite the Shehakol 
berocha in times of distress as a salvation 
from danger!” 

Just then, a well-dressed, 
respectable-looking Arab approached and 
began to berate the rebels, asking them to 
release the Rebbe and his followers, for 
were the rebels not honorable, respected 
men as he had heard? Having to uphold 
their new reputation, they released the 
prisoners and ordered the Avritcher and 
his Chassidim to go home. Soon after, word 
went out that all Russian citizens should 
leave and the Facha wished to chase out the 
Jews and exile them from Tzefas to Akko 
and Chaifa – but the Avritcher said to sit 
tight. “Don’t worry, he will leave before we 
do.”  

And so it was – just days later, he 
was deposed and murdered, and Tzefas was 
a quiet, peaceful place once again. 
(Sippurei Moron HaRamach p. 102 #14) 
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Rav Yisrael Taub of ModzhitzRav Yisrael Taub of ModzhitzRav Yisrael Taub of ModzhitzRav Yisrael Taub of Modzhitz, , , , 13131313
thththth
    of of of of KislevKislevKislevKislev    

Mechaber of Divrei Yisrael 

Modzhitz Chassidus was founded by 
Rav Yisrael Taub, who was born in 1849 in 
Ratcoinz, Poland. In 1888, upon the petira 
of his father, Rav Shmuel Eliyohu of Zvolin, 
he assumed the leadership of the Kuzmir-
Zvolin Chassidim. 

In 1891 he settled in Modzhitz and 
lived there until the outbreak of World War 
I in 1914, at which time he fled to Warsaw. 
He remained there until his petira, on the 
13th of Kislev 5681 (November 24, 1920). 
Rav Yisrael was also known for his sefer 
Divrei Yisrael, on the Torah. Rav Yisrael 
composed more than two hundred 
niggunim. Many of his melodies are still 
sung today by all Chassidic groups the 
world over. One of his most famous, the 
Heimlozer Niggun – the Song of the 
Homeless – also sung to the text of Mizmor 
L’Dovid, has become a classic. In it, Rav 
Yisrael expresses musically the feelings of a 
Jew torn from his home due to war. 

His most famous niggun is the 
Ezkera HaGodol, (the Great Ezkera), 
composed in 1913. This is the well-known 
story of the niggun: The Rebbe traveled to 
Berlin for medical treatment. His doctor, 
Professor Israel, felt that his life could be 
saved only through the amputation of a leg. 
The Rebbe agreed to the operation but with 
the proviso that no form of anesthesia be 
used. It is told that during the operation, 
the Rebbe could see the surrounding Berlin 
area through the window next to his bed. 
The architecture and color of the buildings 
was reminiscent of certain parts of 
Yerushalayim and the poem Ezkera Elokim 
written about the holy city and recited 
during Ne’ila (the closing service) on Yom 
Kippur came to his mind. During the 
removal of his leg, he composed this 
majestic and lengthy niggun comprised of 
thirty-six sections, each contrasting in 
nature. This niggun is sung by Chassidim 
each year on the Rebbe’s Yahrzeit both in 

Eretz Yisrael and the United States. The 
complete niggun takes approximately a 
half hour to sing. 

Rav Yisrael’s love for music also 
found expression in a number of his 
published ma’amorim (sayings). One 
especially is rather remarkable for a 
Chassidic Rebbe. In Divrei Yisrael, he 
compares man’s ascent on the ladder of life 
to a musical scale. Just as the eighth tone is 
a repetition of the root tone one octave 
lower, so too, he says, is man’s climb 
throughout life. Although he progresses 
ever higher, becoming complacent in his 
achievement, he must be aware that 
ultimately he must return to the root. 

 

The Shepherd’s Song  

Rav Yisrael’s son, Rav Shaul Yedidya 
, related: 

“When my father [Rav Yisrael] lived 
in Modzhitz, he had a daily custom to travel 
with his companions outside the town, 
where he would take a stroll and breath the 
fresh air. 

“Once, as they traveled through 
fields and pastures, they suddenly heard 
the voice of a shepherd tending his flock as 
he sang his song. My father, the Rebbe, 
asked them to stop the carriage 
immediately, so he could listen to the 
shepherd’s song. When the shepherd 
concluded his song, the Rebbe motioned 
that they should continue on their way. 

“He then turned to his companions 
and remarked, ‘Surely you must wonder 
why I wished to listen to this shepherd’s 
song. You should know, however, that 
whoever sings it is as if he is confessing his 
sins! A person’s song is his confession, 
because through a person’s song he reveals 
his inner essence, his identity. Whoever 
confesses, no matter who that person is, we 
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must stop and listen to hear what he says.’” (Yisa Berocha Parshas Naso) 

 

Rebbe Yehuda HaNossiRebbe Yehuda HaNossiRebbe Yehuda HaNossiRebbe Yehuda HaNossi, , , , 15151515
thththth
    of of of of KisleivKisleivKisleivKisleiv        

Son of Rebbe Shimon ben Gamliel 

Why Rav Yehuda HaNossi decided to 
codify the Mishna 

By: Rav Yonoson Goldson 

From the time of the destruction of 
the first Bais HaMikdosh, the Jewish 
community in Bovel had remained the 
largest in the world. Within a century of the 
destruction of the second Bais HaMikdosh, 
it would become the center of Torah 
scholarship and the focal point of Jewish 
society for the next thousand years. 

By the second century CE, it had 
become clear that the Jewish world was 
changing. Jews had migrated as far as 
central Europe to the north, Spain to the 
west and India to the east. The Jewish 
community in Egypt had been thriving 
since the days of Yirmiyohu. But these 
sprinklings of Jews still looked to the 
centers of the Jewish world for guidance. 
No place rivaled Eretz Yisrael in quality of 
Torah scholarship, and no place rivaled 
Bovel in size and scope of Jewish life. 

With remarkable foresight, Rav 
Yehuda HaNossi recognized that the 
structure of the Jewish world was about to 
change. The Diaspora grew broader and 
broader as Roman oppression drove Jews 
farther and farther apart from each other. 
Jewish communities were sprouting up all 
across the world, and it was only a matter 
of time until Jews in separate corners of the 
world would lose contact with one another. 
Once that happened, Torah scholarship 
would inevitably decline and begin to 
evolve differently in different communities. 
Eventually, Jewish practice around the 
world would become so varied that the 
cultural cohesion of the nation would 
disintegrate. 

To ensure the survival of the Torah, 

Rav Yehuda conceived a plan for preserving 
Torah Shebe’al Peh (the Oral Law or 
Tradition). Using his authority as Nossi, he 
began working to provide Jews everywhere 
with a common “reference point” for the 
Oral Torah that could be disseminated 
throughout the Jewish world while there 
was still time to assure its integrity. 

The Anshei K’nesses HaGedola 
(Men of the Great Assembly) had laid the 
groundwork for this plan five centuries 
earlier with their innovation of mishnayos. 
Hillel and Shammai had arranged the 
mishnayos into six Sedorim, broad topical 
“orders”: Zero’im (agriculture), Mo’ed 
(seasons), Noshim (family), Nezikin 
(damages), Kodshim (sacred articles) and 
Tohoros (ritual purity). Rebbe Akiva and 
Rebbe Meir had refined the structure and 
presentation that shaped the form of the 
final compilation of the Mishna. The vision 
that guided Rav Yehuda to implement the 
next bold step earned him such reverence 
among Jews that they referred to him by 
the exalted title of Rabbeinu HaKodosh, 
our holy Rav. By many, he was simply 
called Rebbe. 

The academies of Hillel and 
Shammai introduced a new era of Torah 
scholarship. This was the period of the 
Tanno’im, literally, “teachers”, who 
transformed the transmission of Torah 
Shebe’al Peh. Building on the work of 
earlier sages from the era of the Zugos 
(pairs of sages), these scholars became the 
authors of the Mishna. 

Despite the greatness of their 
scholarship and the way their debates 
invigorated the study of Torah, these 
students nevertheless fell short of their 
masters’ expectations. Disputes and 
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disagreements proliferated. Without 
intervention, these differences would have 
expanded unchecked, eventually eroding 
the stability of Torah tradition. The time 
had come to set Torah Shebe’al Peh into a 
fixed and permanent form. 

Such an undertaking would require 
an almost unimaginable amount of time, 
energy and organization. It would require 
leadership that could gain approval from 
an entire generation of sages to imbue the 
finished product with unassailable 
authority. Given the constant repression 
and hostility of Rome, it seemed impossible 
that conditions would ever permit such a 
project the opportunity for success. 

But hashgocha protis provided 
Rebbe with the opportunity. He did the 
rest. 

On the day that Rav Akiva passed 
away, Rebbe was born. Inspired by the 
martyrdom of the heroic sage, Rebbe’s 
parents defied the Roman ban and 
performed bris mila on their son on the 
eighth day after his birth. Although they 
took every precaution to maintain secrecy, 
a Roman guard caught them in the act and 
immediately arrested them. Scarcely a 
week after giving birth, Rebbe’s mother was 
forced to make the long voyage to Rome to 
stand trial before the Emperor. 

Arriving under guard at an inn on 
the outskirts of Rome, Rebbe’s mother met 
a Roman noblewoman who also had an 
infant boy. The woman was astonished that 
Rebbe’s mother had made such a laborious 
journey so soon after giving birth. When 
Rebbe’s mother explained her story, the 
Roman woman suggested that they switch 
babies. And so, when Rebbe’s mother 
presented an uncircumcised baby boy 
before the Roman court, the Emperor 
promptly ordered her set free. 
Furthermore, believing that the Jews were 
honoring the laws of Rome, the Emperor 
ordered the decree against circumcision 
annulled. 

Rebbe’s mother returned to the inn 
with the good news, and the two women 
remained close friends for the rest of their 
lives. Rebbe grew up to be the Nossi 
(leader, lit. “prince”) of the Sanhedrin 
(Jewish Supreme Court), and the other 
baby boy grew up to be Marcus Aurelius 
Antoninus, the renowned “philosopher 
king” and Emperor of Rome. The warm 
friendship of the mothers continued 
between the sons. 

Rebbe’s friendship with Antoninus 
brought an unusual era of peace to Eretz 
Yisrael. Even after Antoninus was 
succeeded in 180 CE by his son 
Commodus, a ruler of far less wisdom and 
benevolence than his father, the good 
fortunes of Eretz Yisrael endured. Perhaps 
Commodus recognized that he stood to 
benefit from maintaining good relations 
with the Jews, given the strategic 
importance of Eretz Yisrael in Rome’s wars 
against Parthia. In this rare period of 
tranquility, Rebbe could devote his full 
attention to his unprecedented work: the 
Mishna. 

Rebbe reviewed centuries of 
Talmudic records, selecting the most 
authoritative mishnayos and including 
important minority opinions to preserve 
the tradition of debate and an appreciation 
for the underlying differences of 
interpretation. The remaining mishnayos 
were later arranged into the Tosefta, as 
well as the beraisos and the halachic 
Medrashim (the Mechilta, the Sifra and 
the Sifri), all of which retain Mishnaic 
authority except where contradicted by a 
ruling from the Mishna. Although there is 
some uncertainty, it seems that the Mishna 
remained oral throughout Rebbe’s time and 
for some period after. What is clear is that 
over four thousand mishnayos were 
arranged in a fixed and ordered form, 
creating for the first time ever a static 
framework for the oral Torah. 

Remarkably, Rebbe appears to have 
violated Torah law in his zeal to preserve 
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Torah tradition. The Torah itself prohibits 
the dissemination of Torah Shebe’al Peh in 
written or fixed form. Yet by virtually 
unanimous consent, the Sages accepted 
Rebbe’s application of the verse, “It is time 
to act for the sake of Hashem; they have 
overturned Your Torah,” as the basis for 
their approbation (Tehillim 119:126). In 
order to save the Torah, it may sometimes 
become necessary to bend the letter of the 
law for the sake of protecting a larger 
principle. This kind of hora’as sha’ah 
(emergency decree) may be applied only in 
exceptional circumstances, and only by the 
authority of a recognized prophet or the 
overwhelming majority of Torah sages. 

Just as the original invention of 
mishnayos had preserved the style and 
spirit of Torah Shebe’al Peh, so too did the 
Mishna itself. Even in Rebbe’s time, the 
Mishna was not intended to be learned on 
its own, but to provide a universal 
reference point in the transmission of 
Torah Shebe’al Peh. Its inherent design 
necessitated the interaction of teacher and 
student learning face to face, discussing 
and debating, engaging in personal contact. 
Every phrase, every word, every nuance, 
even every omission, alludes to a wealth of 
information presented with an elegance 
seemingly impossible without Divine 
guidance. Indeed, about Rebbe it was said, 
“From the days of Moshe until Rebbe, we 
have not found Torah and majesty 
combined in one person”. 

In 3948 (188 CE, exactly 1,500 years 
after Moshe Rabbeinu brought the Torah 
down from Sinai, Rabbeinu HaKodosh 
transformed its method of transmission, 
ensuring that the living Torah would 
remain vibrant and alive. 

But Rebbe’s generation did even 
more. By endorsing the codification of 
Torah Shebe’al Peh, the Sages transferred 
their own authority as custodians of the 
Oral Torah to the Mishna itself. From that 
generation on, no one, neither sage nor 
scholar – nor even the Sanhedrin, was 

permitted to argue with any decision 
rendered in the Mishna. The era of the 
Tanno’im — the teachers — had ended; the 
era of the Amoro’im — the interpreters — 
had begun. 

www.ohr.edu/explore_judaism/literary_corner/dawn_to

_destiny/4695 

 

Rav Yehuda was the son of Rav 
Shimon ben Gamliel and was elected Nossi 
(“Prince”) after the petira of his father. He 
was born on the very day that Rav Akiva 
passed away at the hands of the Romans. 
In the Mishna, Rav Yehuda HaNossi is 
called, simply, Rebbe, for he was so famous 
that he needed no other name by which to 
identify him. 

Rebbe was very wealthy, which was 
not the case with most other Rebbes, and it 
was believed that in his stables there was 
more wealth than in the treasury of the 
King of Persia! Yet, in spite of his great 
wisdom and wealth and the great honor in 
which he was held, Rebbe was a modest 
person and showed respect to all the great 
Rebbes, even those among his own 
students. He was fond of saying, “I have 
learned much from my teachers, even more 
from my friends and fellow students, but 
most of all I learned from my pupils.” 

Rebbe used his wealth to support the 
needy. When a famine broke out in Eretz 
Yisrael, Rav Yehuda HaNossi opened his 
orchards and stores of food to feed the 
hungry. 

Because of his high moral character 
and teachings, because of his refusal to 
enjoy selfishly his own great wealth, and 
because of his great personal qualities and 
piety, he was recognized everywhere as a 
holy person, and everyone called him 
Rabbeinu HaKodosh (“our saintly 
teacher”). Our Sages used to say that all 
noble virtues were united in him and that 
even Eliyohu HaNovi, invisible though he 
was, sat among the students of Rebbe to 
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listen to his teaching of the Torah. 

 

Rav Yehuda HaNossi said many 
things that could serve as a guide to others. 
“When a Jew performs a mitzva,” he used 
to say, “he should not rejoice over that 
commandment alone, for one mitzva 
brings others after it. Likewise, when a Jew 
commits a sin, he should not regret merely 
that one sin, for other sins will surely 
follow that sin.” 

That a person should never consider 
himself too great to learn from someone 
younger or more humble than himself, 
Rebbe showed through the following 
example: The Torah is likened to water. 
Just as an older person is not ashamed to 
ask someone younger to give him a drink of 
water, so should he not be ashamed to ask 
a younger person to quench his thirst for 
knowledge. And just as no one is too lazy to 
seek a drink when he is thirsty, so too, no 
student should be too lazy to seek Torah in 
a Yeshiva. 

A person who did not wish to study 
or daven was regarded by Rebbe just like a 
dumb beast. Indeed, he once declared that 
he who occupies himself with the study of 
the Torah may eat the flesh of an animal or 
bird, but he who refuses to engage in the 
study of the Torah is not justified in eating 
the flesh of the lower creatures, of whom he 
is one. 

 

There are many stories related in the 
Gemora and Medrash of the great 
friendship that existed between Rav 
Yehuda HaNossi and the Roman Emperor, 
Antoninus. The Emperor used to visit 
Rebbe’s house secretly in order to learn 
from him something of the wisdom of the 
Torah and to consult him about various 
difficult problems concerning the 
government of his Empire, for he greatly 
valued the good advice he received from 
the Jewish Sage. 

In order that others should not 
suspect that he was asking the Rebbe for 
his counsel concerning matters of state, 
they often disguised questions or answers 
by means of a code or some action that the 
other alone understood. On one occasion, 
Antoninus sent a messenger to Rebbe with 
the question: “The imperial treasury is 
empty. What shall I do?”  

Rav Yehuda called the messenger 
into his garden, where he uprooted some 
plants and replaced them with others. The 
messenger from the palace watched in 
amazement and then asked, “What reply 
shall I give to my royal master?” Rebbe 
replied that no answer was required. The 
puzzled Roman returned to the Emperor, 
informing him that Rebbe had refused to 
answer the Emperor’s question. Antoninus, 
however, asked the messenger whether Rav 
Yehuda had not performed any action in 
his presence. Thereupon, the messenger 
described to the Emperor how Rebbe had 
pulled up some plants in his garden and 
had put others in their place. The Emperor 
understood the message hidden in this 
action of the Rebbe. He dismissed several 
of his officials, whom Rebbe had suspected 
of being dishonest, and appointed others in 
their place. Soon the royal treasury was full 
again. 

Later, the friendship between the 
Emperor and Rebbe was displayed openly. 
They began to visit each other and 
discussed Hashem and His Torah. Once 
Antoninus asked Rebbe, “How can the 
human soul be punished in the next world? 
The soul will be able to say, ‘How can I be 
held to blame? I am a spiritual creation. It 
was the body that sinned, not I…’ On the 
other hand, the body will be able to say, 
‘How can I be guilty? Without the soul I 
could not have sinned, for it is the soul 
which gives life to the body.’“ 

To this question of the Emperor, 
Rebbe replied with a clever moshol 
(parable) as follows: A man once owned an 
orchard, over which he set two servants to 
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guard it. One of the watchers was blind; the 
other was lame. The lame man, tempted by 
the sight of the ripe fruit that he could not 
reach, said to his blind companion, “Carry 
me on your shoulders and lead me to that 
tree, laden with rich fruit, to which I shall 
guide you. In this way both of us will enjoy 
the fruit.” 

When the owner, noticing the loss of 
his fruit, later accused his two servants of 
the theft of his choicest fruit, the blind man 
protested his innocence. “How could I have 
seen where the fruit was growing?” And the 
lame servant said, “How could I have 
reached the fruit?” 

How did the owner act? He placed 
the lame man on the shoulders of the blind 
man and then punished them together. 

So, too, replied Rebbe, does Hashem 
with the human body and soul when each 
falsely tries to avoid punishment for its 
guilt. 

 

Rebbe was sick for many years but 
he was cured, as he had become ill, through 
a strange happening. 

Rebbe was once walking to the Bais 
Medrash, when a calf, which was being 
driven to shechita (slaughter), broke loose 
and came up to Rebbe, appearing to plead 
with him to save it from death. Rebbe said 
to the calf, “Go to your fate, for to this end 
you were created.” At this, a Bas Kol 
(Heavenly Voice) proclaimed from Heaven 
that, as Rebbe had not had pity on one of 
Hashem’s creatures, he should be punished 
with physical suffering. 

For thirteen years this holy Rebbe 
suffered, and then one day he was healed 
just as suddenly. It happened like this: 

A maidservant in Rebbe’s house was 
once cleaning a room when she found some 
newborn weasels. She wanted to put them 
out of the house, but Rebbe restrained her. 
“Hashem has pity on all His creatures,” he 
said, “and human beings must follow His 

example. Leave the baby weasels in the 
house.” A Bas Kol at once proclaimed that, 
just as Rebbe had had pity on Hashem’s 
lowly creatures, so should pity be taken on 
him. He was immediately cured. 

When Rav Yehuda HaNossi became 
seriously ill and near to death, the Rebbes 
davened to Hashem for him. Later they 
sent a Rebbe, called Bar Kappora, to see 
how Rebbe was progressing, but when he 
arrived he learned that the holy scholar had 
passed away. Bar Kappora rent his clothes 
as a sign of mourning and returned to the 
Rebbes. He broke the sad news to them 
with this remark: “The angels have 
struggled with us human beings for ‘the 
Holy Ark’! The angels have been victorious 
and have captured ‘the Holy Ark’…The 
Rebbes asked, “Is he dead?” Bar Kappora 
replied, “You have spoken it. I did not want 
to let my lips utter the words.” 

 

The most important achievement for 
which Rav Yehuda HaNossi is famous is his 
redaction of the Mishna. The Torah, given 
to us by Hashem on Har Sinai, consists of 
two parts: the Written Law (known, as 
TaNaCH, the initials of which stand for 
Torah, Neviim and Kesuvim, that is, the 
Five Books of the Torah, the Prophets and 
the Holy Writings) and Torah Shebe’al Peh, 
the explanation of the Torah given by word 
of mouth to Moshe Rabbeinu, as well as the 
Laws of Yisrael (Halocha L’Moshe 
MiSinai). 

This Oral Law was handed down 
from generation to generation by word of 
mouth from Moshe Rabbeinu to Yehoshua, 
from Yehoshua to the Seventy Zekeinim 
(Elders), from the Zekeinim to the Neviim, 
from the Neviim to the Anshei K’nesses 
HaGedola, and from them to the greatest 
scholars of every generation. All these laws, 
traditions and customs were learned by 
heart and memorized. They were not 
allowed to be written down. 

Rebbe Yehuda HaNossi saw, 
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however, that as a result of the difficulties 
of the Golus (Exile) that the Jewish nation 
had to endure and would have to suffer for 
many centuries until the coming of 
Moshiach, there was a strong probability 
that many of these sacred laws would be 
forgotten or accidentally changed, G-d 
forbid. He therefore decided to gather 
together the laws and write them down, so 
that they might remain permanently 
recorded in what was called the Mishna 
(the meaning of which is “learning by 
repetition”). 

This was, of course, a tremendous 
task, but Rebbe succeeded in his great 
undertaking. He not only assembled the 
laws of Torah Shebe’al Peh, but he also 
arranged them in a logical order in six 
volumes, or Sedorim, known by the 
abbreviation Shas.  

The Mishna is written in Hebrew. 

The later Rebbes, who discussed and 
expanded the Mishna, were no longer 
called by the title of Tanno’im (as the 
earlier Rebbes had been called), but were 
called Amoro’im. The volumes which 
contain their learned discussions are called 
the Gemora, an Aramaic word which 
means “completion”, or “explanation”, and 
these are mainly written in Aramaic. About 
three centuries of such Rabbinic 
discussions passed by after the Mishna had 
been written down before the Gemora was 
also put into writing. The Mishna and 
Gemora together are known as the 
Talmud, for whose existence we owe a 
tremendous debt of gratitude to Rav 
Yehuda HaNossi. 

www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/112279/jewish/

Rabbi-Judah-the-Prince.htm 
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Stories of Tzaddikim 

The Sar Sholom of Belz said that 
“Der velt zugt – the oilem says that to 
relate tales of the Ba’al Shem Tov on 
Motzo’ei Shabbos is a segula for parnossa, 
and to relate tales of the Rebbe Reb Melech 
of Lizhensk is a segula for Yiras 
Shomayim. And I say that this is wrong on 
three counts: not just on Motzo’ei Shabbos, 
but anytime; not just a segula for 
parnossa, but for all good things; and not 
just stories about the Ba’al Shem or the 
Rebbe Reb Melech, but about all the 
Tzaddikim – even about me! (Besoros 
Tovos p. 8a) 

In Otzar Yisrael the story is told 
how the Belzer Rebbe’s gabbai laughed at 
hearing the above segula, and the Sar 
Sholom explained why and how this segula 
works: When we speak about these 
Tzaddikim they have great satisfaction and 
pleasure in the World of Truth. Yet they do 
not wish to accept this joy for free, for such 
is known as the “bread of shame”. They 
therefore pay us back by sending down an 
influx of shefa and blessings such as 
parnossa and Yiras Shomayim – 
sustenance and fear of heaven – and all 
manners of yeshuos.” 

 


Say it (especially with your children) at least once a day: 

Based on Chovos HaLevavos - Duties of the Heart ~ Sha 'ar HaBitachon - the Gate of Trust 

There are 7 qualities that Hashem has that can strengthen our trust in Him: 

 1.  Hashem loves me. 

2.  Hashem is with me, wherever I may be. And He is always ready to help me. 
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3.  Hashem is stronger and cleverer then anyone in the world. And He can find solutions

problem there is – even if it may seem impossible.

4.  Hashem knows what is best for me, better even than I myself can know.

5.  Just as He has helped me already numerous times on the path I travel, He shall help

6.  No one can do anything at all to help me or harm me, besides 

over the entire world. 

7. The Master of the World desires and searches for ways to act with 

than the nicest, kindest person you could ever imagine.



Sponsor the Sponsor the Sponsor the Sponsor the Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh shiurOhr HaChaim HaKodosh shiurOhr HaChaim HaKodosh shiurOhr HaChaim HaKodosh shiur
 

As we have been publicizing, many 
HaChaim HaKodosh is a segula for 
yeshuos and zera shel kayoma. If you would like to sponsor a 
contact Rabbi Tal Zwecker at 
arrange this for you. 

This week’s learning is sponsored by one of the founders of the 
in honor of the illustrious and distinguished 
merit of the Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh 
intercede on behalf of Klal Yisrael.

  דבורה

Refuah Sheleimah  
מינדל אסתר לאה �  מרדכי צבי ב
 דבורה � יחיאל מיכל ב
 זיסל בת אידל סומא 
 גיטל בת דבורה 
רבקה בת מלכה  
 שיינא דבורה � פסח גרשו� ב
 צילא בת חיה שרה  

 רחל חנה � אלטר שמעו� יחזקאל ב
 מתתיהו הירש ב� שולמית בילה    
 מרגלית בת מלכה     
 ל זציפורה רבקה בת אביבה רי   
 שמואל בצלאל ב� לאה רבקה     
 פערל שרה בת הודיה 

Besoch She'ar Cholei Yisrael
 

נשמת לעילוי  
 Yaakov Naftali ben Avraham Hy”d 

 Gilad Michael ben Ofir Hy”d 

 Eyal ben Uriel Hy”d 
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is stronger and cleverer then anyone in the world. And He can find solutions

even if it may seem impossible. 

for me, better even than I myself can know. 

5.  Just as He has helped me already numerous times on the path I travel, He shall help

6.  No one can do anything at all to help me or harm me, besides Hashem who controls everything 

The Master of the World desires and searches for ways to act with chesed – loving kindness

than the nicest, kindest person you could ever imagine. 



Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh shiurOhr HaChaim HaKodosh shiurOhr HaChaim HaKodosh shiurOhr HaChaim HaKodosh shiur    on on on on leil shishileil shishileil shishileil shishi    in in in in Eretz Eretz Eretz Eretz 

As we have been publicizing, many Tzaddikim teach that learning the 
for parnossa, Emunas Hashem, Yiras Shomayim

. If you would like to sponsor a shiur in Eretz 
contact Rabbi Tal Zwecker at tal.zwecker@gmail.com for further details, and I can help 

This week’s learning is sponsored by one of the founders of the Me’Oros Ha’Tzaddikim
illustrious and distinguished tzaddikim whose yahrzeits are this week. May the 

Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh coupled with the learning zechus for the 
Yisrael. 
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 Avraham Chaim ben Sholom and Frumit 

Goldenberg ל''ז  of Micula, Satmar
 

A beloved talmid 

  HaRav Yechezkel Shraga Schonfeld  

and of the Holy Satmar 

Ba’al “Divrei Yoel” 
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לעילוי נשמת

ל"ישראל ז' שמעו� ב� ר
Reb Shimon’s Yahrzeit is on אייר

special man who welcomed all with a smile and a hug. 

Although he suffered terribly, he never uttered any 

complaints. May he be a Meilitz Yosher for his family and 

friends. 

is stronger and cleverer then anyone in the world. And He can find solutions  to any 

5.  Just as He has helped me already numerous times on the path I travel, He shall help  me again. 

who controls everything 

loving kindness more 
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