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TO SANCTIFY HASHEM’S 

NAME  
By Rabbi Dov Keilson                         
                                      
 As the happiest day of the year ap-

proaches, the myriad of life’s lessons from 

Megilas Esther begin to pour forth for all those 

who make themselves receptacles to listen and 

absorb them. Amongst the many inspiring life 

changing things that we can learn from the 

wicked Haman is of the eternal power that 

unintentional Kiddush Hashem can have. 

 The very last thing Haman intended to 

do in his lifetime was to bring the Jewish people 

any inspiration, let alone one of the greatest 

inspirations of all time. And yet, our Sages 

reveal to us (Meseches Megilah 13a), that it was 

precisely the giving over of the signet ring to 

Haman’s hand that caused one of the greatest 

Teshuva movements of all time. Due to the 

effects of that evil decree, the entire Klal Yis-

roel were completely transformed, and it is the 

story of Purim and its overwhelming inspiration 

that continues to reverberate within us to this 

very day. 

 It is no wonder then, that this very great 

Rasha Haman merited, as Chazal teach us (in 

Meseches Gittin 57b), to have descendants that 

eventually converted and were learning Torah 

in Bnei Brak!! Torah in Bnei Brak?! Haman?!? 

Absolutely! Because this wicked man uninten-

tionally was the catalyst of a massive Kiddush 

Hashem that has effected generations! Even 

though he did not want to, but the fact is that he 

did, and that is enough to earn this unbelievable 

reward. 

 Rav Chaim Kaufman Zt’l writes this 

beautiful idea above (in Shiurim Visichos on 

Shavous) and he brings a beautiful hint to it 

from the Megilah itself: There are two particu-

lar times that the name of Hashem Yisborach is 

found in the Megilah. One time it is found in 

the beginning of the words, and one time it is at 

the end of the words. 

 The Tzadekes Esther had one intention in 

mind: To do the will of Hashem and to be 

Mekadesh Shem Shamayim. Thus when she 

went ahead and invited the King with Haman to 

a banquet the Posuk says (5,4): “Yavo  

Hamelech Vihaman  Hayom…”; Let the King 

and Haman come today…The name of Hashem 

is found at the beginning of these four words, 

because this was her sole intention: To sanctify 

the Name of Hashem. 

 The other place where the name of 

Hashem is found is actually by Haman, but 

there it is at the end of the word and in a back-

wards formation; for Haman had zero intention 

of sanctifying Hashem, only the contrary…yet 

notwithstanding, the Kiddush Hashem still 

ended up coming through his hand, and there-

fore the Posuk hints to it in that way completely 

backwards, as Kiddush Hashem was the oppo-

site of what he really wanted. The Posuk says 

(5,13): “Vichol ZeH EinenU ShoveH  LI…” 

And all this is not worth to me..” 

 The lesson here is truly very great. We 

cannot underestimate the slightest sanctification 

of Hashem’s name that we cause in this world, 

even if it was not our intention at all. And if this 

is the reward to a Rasha who had opposite 

intentions in mind, how very great is the reward 

of a sincere Jew that really wants to be Mek-

adesh Hashem’s name…beyond description and 

measure…BSD   

   

 

 




