
 על המשכן על ימים מספר ויש אשר יהיה הענן

)ט:כ( יסעו 'ה פי ועל יחנו 'ה פי  

Sometimes the cloud would be upon the Mishkan for a 

number of days; according to the word of HaShem they 

encamped and according to the word of HaShem they 

would journey (9:20)  

The travels in the midbar must have been very tiring. 

Klal Yisroel never knew what their travel plans were, 

and they were also unaware of how long each stop 

would be for. Upon arriving at a new place, they were 

required to unload everything and build the Mishkan. 

When they were ready to leave, they would once again 

take it apart so that they can travel to their next 

location. Between not knowing the plans and these very 

time consuming tasks, anyone that lacked even a bit of 

patience would not be able to manage. Of course, part 

of the reason for these tasks was to atone for the sin of 

the eigel. How so? Prior to the chet haiegel, everyone 

was looking at their watches wondering what happened 

to Moshe; according to their calculations, he was late. 

With a little patience, they could have seen his arrival, 

clarified why he was in fact not late, and the entire eigel 

would have been avoided. Since the eigel came about 

because of a lack of patience, now they would need to 

learn patience. The Torah attests that they conducted 

themselves al pi HaShem which of course means that 

they succeeded, thereby gaining atonement for the 

eigel. 

Based on our possuk, the gemara in Meseches Shaabos 

(31b) asks the following question: We have a rule that 

all of the 39 melachos of shaabos are derived from the 

Mishkan. Two of the melachos that we learn about are 

called boneh and soser (loosely translated as building 

and breaking down). A general rule of all the melachos 

is that it needs to be an action which benefits as 

opposed to an action of destruction. Accordingly, a 

person can only transgress soser, if there is intent to 

rebuild in the same place. In this way, there is a benefit 

to the soser. The gemara asks that from the 

circumstances of our possuk, we should have a clear 

proof that even if the intent is to rebuild elsewhere, it 

should still be forbidden because this is how they 

traveled. They would take the Mishkan apart only to 

rebuild for a new location. The gemara answers that we 

can’t bring a proof from the travels of the Mishkan 

because that case is an anomaly. The possuk tells us 

that יסעו' ה פי ועל יחנו' ה פי על - their travels were fully 

with HaShem, thereby classifying this as a case of 

rebuilding in the exact same place. 

Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz zt”l wonders how the gemara 

has been answered. Even if HaShem told them to do so, 

in the end, they are in a different place, so why isn’t this 

a good proof? 

Rav Chaim explains with a mashul: Imagine a mother 

that is holding her baby travels from one end of the 

world to the other. It makes no difference which 

country or city they are in. If one asks where the baby is, 

the answer will be, “in the mother’s arms”. The baby’s 

location hasn’t changed. When Klal Yisroel travelled 

through the midbar, they were traveling like a baby in 

the mother’s arms, יחנו' ה פי על . 

Now, the gemara’s answer is beautiful! Don’t bring me a 

proof from the travels of the Yidden in the Midbar; they 

were in the same place the entire time. 

Rav Shamshon Rephoel Hirsch zt”l writes that this 

wandering through the midbar was meant to be a 

lesson to people for all times that even though we may 

not understand why we are leaving, or where we are 

going, we must go with full confidence in HaShem. 

The Shelah Hakadosh tells us that from this possuk we 

learn that whatever movement a person makes in life, 

or whatever he undertakes to do, he should always say, 

“Boruch HaShem; B’ezras HaShem, Im yirtzah HaShem”- 

יסעו' ה פי ועל יחנו' ה פי על . When going on a path, one 

should say, “I am going with the help of HaShem”. 

When he arrives, he should say, “I have arrived with the 

help of HaShem”. In this manner, he is constantly 

acknowledging HaShem in all his endeavours. 

Just as Klal Yisroel was always al pi HaShem, so too Klal 

Yisroel today should also always go al pi HaShem. When 

we live a life of mentioning HaShem every step of the 

way, we are letting our Tatteh know that we realize that 

we are in His “arms”. Would a parent not listen to his 

crying baby whilst in his own arms?  

 

Good Shabbos, מרדכי אפפעל 
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