
 

ויגש אליו יהודה ויאמר בי אדני ידבר נא עבדך 
דבר באזני אדני ואל יחר אפך בעבדך כי כמוך 

)מד:יח( כפרעה  
And Yehuda approached him, and he said, “Please 
my master, permit your servant to speak words in 
my master’s ears, and do not become enraged with 
your servant for you are like Pharaoh.” (44:18) 
 
At the end of Parshas Mikeitz, Yosef frames the 
brothers by placing the goblet into one of their 
pouches. The brothers protested that even the 
money they found they had returned, surely they 
would not take Yosef’s goblet. Yosef then 
"investigates", and sure enough the goblet is 
found with Binyomin. Yehudah offers their 
slavery in return but Yosef responds that he only 
needs Binyomin. 
Yehudah should have been thrilled by this offer, 
yet Chazal tell us that “ויגש אליו יהודה”, he drew 
near to him to speak harshly. Why the sudden 
change; one minute offering everyone and the 
next acting angry that Yosef only wanted one? 
In pshat, this can be understood that Yehudah 
felt that there was possibly midah kineged 
midah at play over here. They all sold Yosef to 
slavery, so now they would all become slaves. 
This, he was ready to accept. But when Yosef 
offers just to keep Binyomin, this did not make 
any sense! Binyomin of all people? He was not 
even there during the sale. It must be that the 
king is playing games. 
In remez, the Vilna Gaon tells us that Yehudah 
had agreed to be a guarantor over Binyomin, 
placing his own share in the World to Come on 
the line. Now that only Binyomin would not 
return, the scary realization of his agreement 
with Yaakov would come true. Therefore it was 
Yehudah who drew near and spoke harshly. This 
is hinted to in the trop on this passuk which 
clearly shows that Yehudah's portion in the 
World to Come was his motivator. 
The Ohr HaChayim looks at this passuk in a 
completely different light. He suggests that when 

Yehudah drew near, it was not in a harsh manner 
at all. In fact, it was quite the opposite. 
There is a well-known passuk in Mishlei (27:19) 
which says,” לאדם האדם כן לב הפנים לפנים כמים ". 
When you look at your reflection in the water, 
the water will show you the face that you show 
to the water. If it is a happy face, a face full of joy, 
then in return you will see that mirrored image 
as well. However, if the face is a depressed, sad 
face, the mirrored image will be one of sadness 
as well. So too the heart of man to a fellow man. 
If you have a good feeling for your friend, your 
friend will in turn have a good feeling for you. 
Conversely, if you feel negativity towards him 
then his heart will feel the same to you. 
There is a well-known vort from R' Yissochar 
Dov of Belz zt'l that is based on this concept. 
When we say Shema, we are obligated to keep in 
mind our obligation to love HaShem. We must be 
willing to pay, whatever the price, and even give 
our life away for Him. Such an obligation can 
only be fulfilled when there is true love. But how 
does one come to such a level? The answer can 
be found in the brachos that we recite just before 
Shema: "Habocher b'amo Yisroel b'ahava" 
and "ohev amo yisroel".  Announcing HaShem's 
love for us creates a mutual feeling that we are 
then able to give back to Him. This is the concept 
of kamayim hapanim lepanim at work. 
When Yehudah prepared to approach the ruler of 
Mitzrayim, the despot and heathen Yosef, he 
knew he was in a terrible predicament. Here was 
a man who was trying to destroy his family and 
cause unspeakable pain and suffering. 
Furthermore, this man was presumably an idol 
worshipper as well. The nature of Yidden is not 
to have love towards such people. 
The Ohr HaChayim explains that when Yehudah 
approached him, he went with wisdom, 
intending to bend the heart of Yosef to have 
mercy and pity. How did he do so? He worked on 
himself to find love for the king, thereby causing 
the ripple effect needed for Yosef to find the 
same love for him in return. With this in mind, 
 .”Yehudah approached him - ויגש אליו יהודה“
May we be zocheh to look at others in a positive 
light, thus creating an ahava that will be capable 
of ending all sinas chinam! 
Good Shabbos     מרדכי אפפעל 
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