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DEPLORABLE DEBATE DEBACLE: DAVID & ROY 

nticipating the impending US presidential 

elections, David and Roy got into a heated 

political debate last week in their Ohio high 

school playground. Emotions erupted and the 

argument soon turned into a Deplorable Debate 

Debacle when David lifted a heavy metal bar and 

whammed Roy on the head; knocking him on to 

the ground.  

EMS responded to the emergency and rushed Roy 

to the ER. The medical team stitched him up and 

sent him for scans to  determine whether or not 

Roy suffered a concussion. The results came back 

negative.  

Roy’s father sued David to cover the emergency 

expenses which included the costs of the scans. 

David agreed to pay for the EMS charges, ER and 

stitches but refused to pay for the scans.  David 

argued that “gut’s not withstanding” the Torah 

requires an  aggressor to pay for ripui - healing 

costs. The scan, he argued was not a healing cost. 

In fact, the tests came back negative, showing that 

there indeed was no concussion. 

Roy’s Dad argued that since it was normal protocol 

–under the conditions - to go through with the 

testing, David was liable to cover the costs

. 

What’s the Halacha? 

 

Please email us with your comments, questions, and answers at weekly@projectfellow.org 

 

KOLBERT PARK COLLISION 

erry went barreling down E17th St. between 

Avenues M and L in Flatbush, NY in his rented 20 ft.  

Uhaul moving truck. The cost seemed clear …until it 

was too late to stop.  

Young Yehuda darted out from between the parked cars 

to retrieve his friend’s ball that went flying out of 

Kolbert Park. Thank G-d Yehuda survived, but the 

injuries were severe and sent him on a long road to 

recovery. 

 

WHAT’S THE HALACHA? 

 

Please email us with your comments, questions, and answers at weekly@projectfellow.org 

KID’S EMOTIONS 
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f a Jew hurts another Jew and the victim is 
embarrassed because of the phenomenon, the 
aggressor must pay the victim for the 

embarrassment as well as for the medical bills and 
damage caused [C.M. 420:3] 
 
Theoretically, if the victim would be one who does 
not get embarrassed by such phenomenon, the 

aggressor would be absolved from paying for 
embarrassment. 
 
The Talmud [Bava Kama 86b, C.M. 420: 37] states that 
some children get embarrassed and others do not. 
 
Apparently, children nowadays do get mightily 
embarrassed and can become emotionally scarred 
for years. 

 
 

HAVE TIMES CHANGED? 
 

 
he Holy Piaseczno Rebbe HY”D Rav 
Klonimous Kalman Shapiro zt’l, the “Rebbe 
of the Warsaw Ghetto Children” in his 

profound educational thesis “Chovos HaTalmidim” 
addresses this trend and explains why 
contemporary educational approaches must differ 
from ways of yore. 
 
Children, he writes, generally used to develop 
emotionally in sinc with their physical, and 
cognitive development; in such, that a child who 
lacked the physical and cognitive maturity also 
lacked an emotional maturity.  
 
Like a small baby, the child put his/her full trust in 
the parent or teacher and the authority trained the 
child to do good and stay away from danger pretty 
much like ‘hitting’ a baby who touches a hot oven - 
the child learned what behaviors hurt an what 
behaviors were rewarding. 

However, says the Piaseczno zt’l, nowadays, while 
a child cognitively and physically remain immature, 
generally children are developing emotionally at 
earlier ages.  
 
They develop feelings about people, the world, 
their environment far before they have reached 
significant forms of cognitive maturity. 
 
The results can include, the fact that they do get 
embarrassed, they feel threatened by authority, 
they can easily misinterpret experiences and can 
more easily become emotionally scarred from 
corporeal punishment. 
 
Accordingly, nowadays an aggressor would likely 
have to pay for the emotional embarrassment 
he/she causes to a child as a result of inflicting a 
wound. 
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