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Hashem heard the sound of your words and he was incensed etc. (1:34). 

(The passuk refers to Hashem’s response to the Jewish people’s reaction when 

they heard the report of the Meraglim about Eretz Yisrael and He swore that that 

generation would not enter the land.) 

The Zera Shimshon asks why does the passuk say that Hashem heard the 

‘sound’ of your words. The passuk should have simply said, ‘Hashem heard your 

words’? 

The Zera Shimshon explains this wording with the following exchange 

between Elihu and Iyov. Elihu was upset by the way Iyov had spoken about the 

suffering Hashem sent upon him and he rebuked Iyov about his words. He said, 

(Iyov 32:18, 20) “For I am filled with words, the spirit inside of my stomach oppresses me. 

Let me speak and I will be relieved”. Later (34:16) Elihu said to Iyov, “Give ear to the 

sound of my words”. 

Again, the wording - “Give ear to the sound of my words” appears. Elihu could 

have said, “Give ear to my words’, without adding the word ‘sound’? 

The Zera Shimshon explains this to mean that when a person has something 

that is bothering him terribly and he must express his feelings, the words he uses to 

express himself are incoherent. Therefore, the individual hearing him out must be 

aware as to the cause of his outburst and not so much to what he says since at that 

moment, he is speaking out of anger or distress, and the words he uses to express his 

distress are usually irrelevant.   

In this story, Elihu had already prefaced his words by saying, “For I am filled 

with words etc. Let me speak and I will be relieved”, clearly indicating that he was 

speaking out of distress. He was therefore nervous the Iyov would not take his 

works seriously. This is why Elihu specifically said to Iyov, “Give ear to the sound of 

my words”. This is because the tone of one’s words are the barometer to know if he is 

merely speaking out of distress or if, although bothered, he is speaking coherently 

with a clear message. If one speaks out of pain, the same way he speaks without 

thought, so too, his tone is isn’t measured. However, if his tone is steady and 

matches what he is saying, then that indicates that although he is speaking out of 

pain, nevertheless, he is speaking coherently. 

This is why Elihu said, “Give ear to the sound of my words”, stressing the word 

‘sound’ to imply that Iyov should gauge his words based on their tone and see from 

there that Elihu’s mussar was very relevant and rational.  

Using this idea, the Zera Shimshon explains the above-mentioned passuk. 

After the spies returned with a derogatory report about Eretz Yisrael and the 

Jews were distressed about the report, Hashem would have overlooked the fact had 

they spoken out against going to Eretz Yisrael out of distress. However, their tone 

indicated that although they were distressed, they were not merely babbling out of 

anguish, rather their words were spoken with logic – clearly indicating that they 

intentionally decided that they no longer had interest in going to Eretz Yisroel.  

This is why Moshe Rabbeinu said, “Hashem heard the sound of your words and he 

was incensed”. Because it wasn’t merely the words that made Hashem upset, rather it 

was the ‘sound’ of the words that signified the fact that the Jewish people actually 

meant what they said. 
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Devarim 

The Zera Shimshon, Rav Shimshon 
Chaim ben Rav Nachmon Michoel 
Nachmani, was born in 5467 
(1706/1707) into an illustrious 
family with great Rabbinical 
lineage. He studied the revealed and 
concealed parts of the Torah by the 
Torah greats of his day.  

He served as Rav of Modena, Pisa, 
Sayna and Rigyov, Italy, and was 
recognized as a holy and pious 
individual, as well as a tremendous 
Torah scholar in all areas of Torah. 
He passed away on the 6th of Elul 
5539 (1779). 

His Seforim were named, Toldos 
Shimshon (The ‘Offspring’ of 
Shimshon) on Pirkei Avos and Zera 
Shimshon (The ‘Seed’ of 
Shimshon) on the Parshi’os of the 
Torah. In his introduction, he 
explains that since his only son had 
died during his lifetime, he wrote 
his Seforim to perpetuate his own 
memory after his passing. 

The following is his passionate 
request to learn his works.  

“I implore of you with ten terms of 
supplication to choose from my 
Chiddushim (novella) the piece that 
finds favor in your eyes, for your 
learning will sooth my soul etc… 

“This righteousness will stand by 
you forever – to ‘eat’ in this world, 
and be satiated in the next. In this 
merit, Hashem will repay you with 
children, health and sustenance. 

“…and now my brothers and 
friends etc. do a true kindness, and 
with your eyes you will see children 
and grandchildren surrounding 
your table, houses filled with all 
that is good, wealth and honor will 
not cease from your children…” 

 לזכר נשמת
ל"צז מיכאל ב רב נחמ שמשו� חיי� רבינו  

א"יעז הזרע שמשו�בעל   
ר שיתקיימו בנו ברכותיו של אותו צדיק"ויה  

signup & dedications – zerashimshon@gmail.com 

 לזכות רפואה שלימה
 רחל בת שרה

 נתנאל מרדכי ב� רחל
 לזווג הגו� במהרה

 אלישבע נעמי בת רחל
 להצלחת

 דוד ברו� ב� רחל ויעקב ברו� ב� רחל
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