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An Incense Offering  

The following story, often told by Rav Sholom Schwadron, took place in a small town 
in the Ukraine. It involves a kind
to poor people and other charitable causes. He always carried with him a small, silver box 
filled with the finest snuff that money could buy, and he gladly offered a pinch of snuff to 
anyone who wanted it. In the same town, there also lived a pa
too proud to ask for charity but often did not earn enough money to feed his family bread 
and water. 

One Erev Yom Kippur, the want in Moshe’s home was so great that after he had fed his 
children the barest minimum to fend off starvation he did not have enough food left for 
himself for the final meal before the fast. Despondent, he left for 
empty stomach. The people were already saying 
ushers in the holy day. Moshe also opened his 
thinking about the hunger pangs in his stomach. He could not imagine how he would
through the night, let alone the following day. And how would he be able to concentrate on 
his prayers in such a dark mood? He desperately needed something to cheer him up, but 
what? 

It suddenly occurred to him that a good pinch of aromatic snuff migh
wealthy Zalman always carried his silver snuffbox with him and never hesitated to share its 
treasures with others. He would go up to him and ask for a pinch of snuff. He rose from his 
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A Tzaddik, or righteous person, makes everyone else appear righteous 

before Hashem by advocating for them and finding their merits.
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The following story, often told by Rav Sholom Schwadron, took place in a small town 
in the Ukraine. It involves a kind-hearted, wealthy man named Zalman, who gave 
to poor people and other charitable causes. He always carried with him a small, silver box 
filled with the finest snuff that money could buy, and he gladly offered a pinch of snuff to 
anyone who wanted it. In the same town, there also lived a pauper named Moshe, who was 
too proud to ask for charity but often did not earn enough money to feed his family bread 

, the want in Moshe’s home was so great that after he had fed his 
children the barest minimum to fend off starvation he did not have enough food left for 
himself for the final meal before the fast. Despondent, he left for shul for 

omach. The people were already saying Tefilla Zaka, the prayer of contrition that 
ushers in the holy day. Moshe also opened his machzor to Tefilla Zaka, but he could not stop 
thinking about the hunger pangs in his stomach. He could not imagine how he would
through the night, let alone the following day. And how would he be able to concentrate on 
his prayers in such a dark mood? He desperately needed something to cheer him up, but 

It suddenly occurred to him that a good pinch of aromatic snuff migh
wealthy Zalman always carried his silver snuffbox with him and never hesitated to share its 
treasures with others. He would go up to him and ask for a pinch of snuff. He rose from his 

makes everyone else appear righteous 

by advocating for them and finding their merits. 
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 משנכנס 

The following story, often told by Rav Sholom Schwadron, took place in a small town 
hearted, wealthy man named Zalman, who gave generously 

to poor people and other charitable causes. He always carried with him a small, silver box 
filled with the finest snuff that money could buy, and he gladly offered a pinch of snuff to 

uper named Moshe, who was 
too proud to ask for charity but often did not earn enough money to feed his family bread 

, the want in Moshe’s home was so great that after he had fed his 
children the barest minimum to fend off starvation he did not have enough food left for 

for Kol Nidrei on an 
, the prayer of contrition that 

, but he could not stop 
thinking about the hunger pangs in his stomach. He could not imagine how he would get 
through the night, let alone the following day. And how would he be able to concentrate on 
his prayers in such a dark mood? He desperately needed something to cheer him up, but 

It suddenly occurred to him that a good pinch of aromatic snuff might do the trick. The 
wealthy Zalman always carried his silver snuffbox with him and never hesitated to share its 
treasures with others. He would go up to him and ask for a pinch of snuff. He rose from his 
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seat and approached Zalman, who was wrapped in his tallis and swaying back and forth as 
he said Tefilla Zaka. 

Zalman had enjoyed a lavish feast earlier in the day with his family and friends, and a 
substantial meal right before the fast. While at his table, he had generously distributed alms 
to the beggars who came knocking on his door. He was a good man, at peace with the world 
and ready for the arrival of the holy day. It was time to connect with Hashem and confess his 
failures and shortcomings. 

Engrossed in the passionate words of Tefilla Zaka, he heard someone clearing his throat 
behind him. With an effort, he tore himself away from his prayers and looked up. There stood 
Moshe, the pauper, with a crooked smile on his face. 

“Rav Zalman,” said the pauper, “could I trouble you for a shmek tabak, a pinch of 
snuff?” 

“Are you joking?” said Zalman. 

“No, I am not. I would really enjoy a pinch of your wonderful snuff.” 

“I can’t believe it. At this most holy moment, all you can think about is the pleasure of 
a shmek tabak? Can’t you see that I’m saying Tefilla Zaka? Maybe you should do so as well.” 

Moshe’s shoulders slumped. He nodded his head and walked back to his seat. He 
stared at the open machzor but could not see the words. “Master of the Universe,” he 
lamented, “is this what I’ve come to, that people think I am not even worth a shmek tabak?” 

There was an immediate uproar in Heaven. All the beneficent malochim (angels) 
created by Zalman’s generosity and good deeds were forced to fall silent as a phalanx of 
newly created malevolent angels stormed against the insensitivity and injustice with which 
he had treated the heartbroken pauper, and demanded retribution. The Heavenly Court 
weighed the matter and decided that Zalman’s wealth should be transferred to Moshe 
starting right after Yom Kippur. 

The morning after Yom Kippur, Moshe was walking through the streets looking for any 
odd jobs that would bring him a few pennies. Along the way, he met a relative he had not 
seen for a long time. 

“Moshe!” said the relative. “It’s good to see you. How are you?” 

“Fine,” said Moshe. 

“You don’t sound fine. Why the long face?” 

Moshe shrugged. “Things have been a little difficult. Life is a struggle.” 

“Well, it’s a new year. Hopefully, things will get better. Here, I’ll lend you three 
hundred rubles. Do some business with it.” 

Moshe’s face brightened. “Thank you so much.” 

“Don’t mention it. And may Hashem bless your efforts with great success.” 

And indeed, He did. Every business venture Moshe undertook from that time on was 
amazingly profitable, and over a period of time, he became quite a rich man. 

During the same time, Zalman suffered a reversal of his fortunes, as one investment 
after another failed. He was not particularly alarmed at first. Occasional reverses were to be 
expected in business. But as the reverses continued to pile up, he became frightened. Was 
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Hashem angry with him? Had he done something to deserve this? He also noticed that as his 
star was descending almost into oblivion, Moshe’s star was enjoying a meteoric rise. Was 
there a connection between the two diametrically opposite trends? What was he to do? He 
decided to travel to Berditchev and seek Rav Levi Yitzchok’s advice. 

Rav Levi Yitzchok listened patiently as Zalman told his story at great length and with 
abundant detail. He also mentioned his suspicion that his fate was somehow linked to 
Moshe’s rise in fortune. 

Rav Levi Yitzchok nodded. “That seems to be the case. Have you done anything to 
him? Have you wronged him in any way?” 

“I don’t think so,” said Zalman. “I can’t think of anything bad I’ve ever done to him.” 

“Think hard.” 

Zalman knitted his brows and concentrated. “I’m sorry. I can’t think of anything.” 

“Think even harder,” said Rav Levi Yitzchok. 

“I can’t think–” His eyes opened wide, and he slapped himself on the forehead. “Yes, 
yes, I can think of something. Last Yom Kippur, Moshe came over to me in the middle of Tefilla 
Zaka and asked me for a shmek tabak, and I brushed him aside. I may have been a little harsh 
with him.” 

“Yes,” said Rav Levi Yitzchok, “that is the source of your misfortune. Hashem decreed 
that your wealth be transferred to Moshe, and so it was.” 

“But was that such a horrible thing? Did I deserve to lose everything because of it? I 
know that some Rebbes consider smelling tabak like a ketores offering in the Bais HaMikdosh. Is 
that why he wanted it or did he want it for a few moments of physical pleasure?” 

“You can’t know what a shmek tabak meant to him at that moment. Apparently, it 
meant quite a lot. Your rejection must have been like a stab in the heart.” 

“I did not intend to hurt him. I am really sorry. I would gladly have given him a shmek 
tabak had I known it was important to him. So what can I do?” 

“Nothing.” 

Zalman was shocked. “Nothing?” 

“The money belongs to Moshe now. You cannot take it back.” 

Zalman began to cry. “There must be something, anything.” 

“All I can suggest,” said Rav Levi Yitzchok, “is that you wait for the right moment and 
ask him for a shmek tabak. If he refuses to give it to you, things may change.” 

Zalman returned home with a tiny glimmer of hope in his heart, but the more he 
thought about it the more despondent he became. Moshe was generous to a fault, never 
forgetting his own suffering and never having less than full sympathy for those who suffered 
similarly. How would he manage to get Moshe to refuse a simple shmek tabak? 

Time passed, and Moshe’s daughter became engaged to the son of the Rav of the town. 
The upcoming wedding was the sensation of the town. When the wedding day finally 
arrived, the excitement in the town was at a fever pitch. After the bride walked down the 
aisle, Moshe stood next to the Rav under the chuppa waiting with bated breath. The grand 
moment was finally here, and he wanted to savor every second of it. 
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“Rav Moshe, do you have the kesuba?” said the Rav. 

“Yes, I do,” he replied. “It’s right here in my pocket.” 

Just then, Moshe felt a tap on his shoulder. He turned and saw Zalman standing there. 

“Moshe, could I perhaps trouble you for a shmek tabak?” said Zalman. 

Moshe glanced at his precious daughter standing under the chuppa. Then he smiled at 
Zalman. 

“Of course,” he said. He reached into his pocket, took out his silver snuffbox and 
handed it to Zalman. “Here, take as much as you like.” 

As Moshe reached into his other pocket for the kesuba, he heard a loud thud. He looked 
down and saw that Zalman had fainted. He quickly summoned two attendants to carry the 
unconscious man to a room and revive him. 

After the chuppa, Moshe came to see how Zalman was faring. He had recovered 
consciousness and was sitting in a chair with a despondent look on his face. 

“Are you all right?” asked Moshe. 

“Yes, I’m fine. Go back to your daughter’s wedding. Don’t waste your time here with 
me.” 

“Well, you don’t look fine,” said Moshe. “I insist that you tell me what this is all 
about.” 

“Very well, but not now. After the wedding.” 

Late that night, Moshe listened sympathetically as Zalman told him the entire story, 
and they resolved to travel together to Rav Levi Yitzchok as soon as possible. 

In Berditchev, Rav Levi Yitzchok listened to both of them and then suggested that they 
share the fortune. “Are you willing to do that, Rav Moshe?” he asked. 

“Absolutely,” said Moshe. “Half of everything goes back to him.” 

n 

Dvar Torah 

The Mizbei’ach HaZohov (Golden Altar), on which the ketores (incense) was burned, was 
among the furniture and vessels of the Mishkon. However, although almost all the furniture 
and vessels of the Mishkon are described in Parshas Teruma, the making of the Mizbei’ach 
HaZohov is described only in Parshas Tetzaveh, in which the clothing of the Kohanim are 
depicted. Why is this so? 

The time would come, explains Rav Levi Yitzchok, when Korach and his cohorts would 
challenge Aharon’s rights to the position of Kohen Godol. At that time, Moshe would use the 
ketores as the litmus test. Both Aharon and the challengers would bring pans of ketores. 
Aharon’s would be accepted, while the disputers would perish in the attempt. Therefore, in 
the context of the priestly vestments described in Parshas Tetzaveh, which enabled Aharon to 
perform his duties in the Mishkon, the Torah also describes the Mizbei’ach HaZohov that would 
one day authenticate Aharon’s claims to the high office of Kohen Godol. 

nnn 
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Translated Kedushas Levi On The Parsha 
 

“Aharon shall bear the names of the Children of Yisrael on the Breastplate of 
Judgment on his heart when he enters the Sanctuary, as a constant 
remembrance before Hashem” (Shemos 28:29).  
 

It is important to understand why Aharon carried the names 
of the tribes, but in all other cases, we find that the merit of the 
forefathers, Avrohom, Yitzchok and Yaakov, is mentioned. Now, 
even though our Sages (Yoma 73b) taught that the names of the 
Avos were also there, nevertheless we don’t find that explicitly in 
Scripture, only that the names of the tribes were inscribed in the 
stones. The reason for the inscription of the names of the tribes is as 
follows: It is written in connection with Aharon (Shemos 28:1) “For 

he was chosen from among the Children of Yisrael” – and, in general, when one is selected 
from a large group, the natural inference would be that this particular individual was loved, 
but the rest of the people were hated, and we would have applied this principle to the selection 
of Aharon as well! Therefore, the names of the tribes were inscribed on the stones, to show 
that this was emphatically not the case – and that indeed, Hashem’s love was upon them as 
well. 

n 

“And you shall girdle them with a sash – Aharon and his sons – and you shall 
wrap the headdresses on them, and the priesthood shall be an eternal duty for 
them, and you shall consecrate Aharon and his sons” (Shemos 29:9).  
 

Indeed, regarding matters of “This World”, one can never find 
complete fulfillment, for there is always a deficiency for the person 
who desires physical pleasures. That is because, for example, if he 
has a desire for one type of physical pleasure, he will always be 
missing another, such as receiving public honor. However, this is 
not at all the case with service of the Creator. One who serves Him 
is complete in every way, for “Those who seek Hashem, will not 
lack for anything” (Tehillim 34:11), and the pleasure of service of 
Hashem is greater than any other pleasure, for one who is attached 
to the Life Force and to the Infinite One, Who is complete in every 
way possible, also lacks for nothing. [The idea is based on the fact 
that the translation in Hebrew of “consecration” is Milu’im, 
“Filling of the Hands”, implying complete satisfaction.] 

 

And the fact that Hashem commanded Moshe, literally, to 
“Fill the hands of Aharon and the hands of his sons” meant to 
communicate the idea that he should make sure to elevate Aharon 
and his sons to the level that they were attached to holiness, and 
then their hands would, indeed, be filled with every good. For they 
would lack for nothing when they would experience the heavenly 
pleasantness and pleasure. And that is why these days are called the 

Eight Days of “Making Full”, for then there was the immanence of the Divine Presence, and 
they were filled with pleasure, because of the holiness. 
 

The reason the names of the 
twelve tribes were inscribed 
on the breastplate of Aharon 
was that in general, when 
one individual is selected 
from a large group, the 
inference is that the others 
are not loved but here that 
was certainly not the case. 

With respect to physical 
pleasure, one can never be 
fully satisfied, because there 
is always another pleasure to 
satisfy another part of the 
body. However, with respect 
to spiritual pleasure, the 
soul, being as it were, a “Part 
of Hashem”, is unified, and 
its pleasure is therefore 
always complete, even 
though there may be a 
higher level. 

The idea of Milu’im 
contained this idea because 
its meaning is “fullness”. For 
this was a time of spiritual 
pleasure, associated with the 
immanence of the Divine 
Presence. 
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“You shall make an Altar on which to bring incense up in smoke; of acacia 
wood shall you make it” (Shemos 30:1).  
 

The Ramban asks: “Why is the construction of this Altar 
mentioned here – doesn’t it belong in Parshas Teruma?” It seems 
that the answer to this is that the Holy One, blessed is He, 
commanded here to make Aharon the Kohen Godol, and to make for 
him holy garments, garments of the priesthood. And lest there be 
objection to this, as indeed happened during the dispute of Korach 
concerning the priesthood of Aharon, therefore Hashem 

commanded, after the consecration of Aharon as Kohen Godol, to create an Altar for the 
burning of Ketores. For it was by means of Ketores that it was proved that Aharon was the 
choice of the Holy One, blessed is He, to be the Kohen Godol (See Bamidbar 16), as indeed 
happened at the end of the dispute of Korach; and this is easy to understand. 

n 

PURIM KOTON 

“…relief and salvation will arise for the Jews from another place…” (Esther 
4:14)  
 

This can be explained in the manner that was stated in the 
Gemora (Makkos 24b): “Rav Akiva laughed, ‘If those who violate 
His will are so fortunate, how much more will it go well for those 
who fulfill His will!’” From this argument we can also understand 
Mordechai’s remarks: “…relief and salvation will arise for the Jews 
from another place”, that is, from the same argument that Rav 
Akiva would make in the future when contemplating the destroyed 
Temple Mount, so did his reasoning apply here and now to the 
Jewish people. 

n 

“…and the City of Shushan shouted and rejoiced. For the Jews, there was light 
and joy and happiness and honor” (Esther 8:15–16). 
 

There is found written in the Book of Mishlei: “When the 
righteous are in authority, the people rejoice…” For in general, 
when the righteous use their minds and serve Hashem, then even 
the common man rejoices, for when the righteous perform the 
mitzvos, they bring joy upon all the worlds. And here we find the 
hint: when Mordechai assumed the rule, then even the city of 
Shushan, despite the fact that the majority of its population was not 
Jewish, nevertheless felt joy, and even though they didn’t know why 
they felt that way, because Mordechai, in his enlightened rule, made 
everybody happy. And the hint is in the words “and the city of 
Shushan” – even though they did not understand the cause of their 

joy, they “shouted and rejoiced”. But the Jews understood the reason for their joy, for they 
had been saved from the hands of the wicked Homon. 
 

Ramban asks: “Why is the 
Altar of Ketores mentioned 
here?” Answer: Ketores will 
validate Aharon’s selection 
as Kohen Godol in case of 
protest, as indeed happened 
during the dispute of Korach 
and its aftermath. 

Mordechai’s optimism is 
shared by Rav Akiva, as his 
words to his opponent 
receiving high honor while 
he himself was on his way to 
execution, reveal; shown as 
well when he laughed at the 
site of the ruined Temple 
Mount, confident in the 
prophecies of redemption. 

 “When the righteous are in 
authority, the people 
rejoice” means that when 
the righteous rule in a 
certain place, there is no 
trace of motivation outside 
the interests of the place 
itself. The people sense this 
consciously or 
unconsciously and 
consequently are happy 
concerning their rule. 
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And in general, when a person understands the reason 
behind something, this aspect of understanding is called “light”, for 
there shines within the action the reason for doing it. And Scripture 
conveys this idea in the words “For the Jews there was light and 
joy” – they understood the reason for their happiness, and that we 
see in the word “light”. And that is the hint in the pasuk “When the 
righteous are in authority, the people rejoice…” Even the common 
people rejoiced, although they did not understand the reason, 
because a righteous person introduces joy into the world. 

 

n 

“For the Jews, there was light and joy…” (Esther 8:16) 
 

Our Sages taught (Megilla 16b) that this “joy” refers to the 
establishment of a festival, based on the fact (ibid. 13b) that Homon 
slandered them and said that they were making a festival in the very 
month selected by the lottery (see the Gemora there). For that very 
reason, in the salvation, Scripture says that Hashem, may He be 

blessed, overturned his plot, so that the Jews would inaugurate a festival to be celebrated only 
by them. 

n 

“The Jews fulfilled and accepted upon themselves and upon their descendants 
and upon all who join them, that it should not be revoked, to keep these two 
days according to their writing and according to their appointed time, every 
year” (Esther 9:27).  
 

And the Sages taught (Shabbos 88a): “They fulfilled what they 
had accepted previously”. Their intention in this teaching is that 
Mordechai was the last of the Prophets, as the Gemora (Yoma 29a) 
says: “Just as the horns of a ram spread every which way, so do the 
rays of light at dawn spread every which way”. Thus we find that 
until the time of Mordechai, the Written Torah enlightened the 
world, but with Mordechai, who represented the close of prophecy, 
it was the light of the Oral Torah that enlightened the world. And it 
was from the time of Mordechai and onward that the Men of the 
Great Assembly flourished, and the origin of prayer occurred. And 
that is the meaning of the expression “fulfilled and accepted” – that 
they accepted upon themselves the Oral Torah from the time of 

Mordechai and henceforward. For that was the end of prophecy, and in truth, all the time that 
there existed prophets, the prophecy was transmitted in order for it to be written down. But 
from the time of Mordechai, the flow of Sacred Scripture from Heaven ceased, and the light of 
the Oral Torah began to shine. 

nnn 
We’ve added some content from Rav Yaacov Haber Shlita with his permission. We hope you enjoy. Editor. 

Torah Perspectives on the Parsha by Rav Yaakov Haber – www.torahlab.org 

Turning On Hashem’s Light 

Our function in this world is to activate Hashem’s light. 

When a person understands 
the reason for an action, he 
is said to be enlightened 
with regard to the action. 
The Jews understood the 
reason for Mordechai’s rule; 
hence, the pasuk says they 
experienced light; non-
Jews experienced happiness 
even without understanding 
the reason. 

Homon thought the Jews 
were behaving illogically by 
selecting as the month of 
their festival the month 
selected by the lottery. 

The intention of these words 
is that Mordechai 
represented a breakpoint in 
Jewish history in that he 
was the last of the Prophets. 
He represented the 
transition from the Written 
Law to the Oral Law, the 
beginning of the flourishing 
of the Anshei K’nesses 
HaGedola (“Men of the 
Great Assembly”), and the 
time of composition of 
formal prayer. 
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Hashem said: “Light the Menora and the world will see that it is not I Who illuminates 
the world but you” (Medrash Shemos Rabba 36:2). 

When the world was created, Hashem said, “Let there be light!” From the beginning of 
time all the spiritual light that would be revealed as history unfolded was created but held in 
suspension. Hashem’s light waited for us to activate it through our actions. As we built the 
Mishkon, a paradigm shift occurred, a change in the world that would forever alter the way 
the human race functioned. When we lit the Menora we created a receiver that would absorb 
and harness Hashem’s light in this world and revolutionize the way we live. That light would 
emanate energy of clarity, peace and loving-kindness. (Noam Elimelech)  

Our function in this world is to activate Hashem’s light. 

The Jews who left Egypt were faced with a major military challenge. The nation of 
Amolek called for the destruction of the Jews. Amolek was not only strong and familiar with 
the desert conditions, they were evil. Today we can understand that the most difficult power 
to battle is the force of evil. The Jews had no familiarity with war; they were not militarily 
astute. Amolek took advantage of the darkness and sought to annihilate our people. Moshe, 
the greatest Jewish leader of all times, knew that he needed to activate Hashem’s light. He 
climbed up on a mountain where everyone could see him, and raised his hands to Heaven. All 
of Yisrael looked upward and davened to our Father in Heaven. As long as Moshe’s arms were 
outstretched the strength of the Jews increased. When Moshe put his hands down Amolek 
began to win. When the light of Creation was activated we were victorious. 

The world desperately needs light! We must all light our Menoras. Through our acts of 
kindness, through our prayers and through our study we can bring the light of Creation into 
our communities, our families and our lives. We can create clarity, peace and love. We can 
usher in the times of Moshiach whom the Prophets call “the light of the world”. 

� � � � � � � 

Hashem Wants A Home! 

Four decades ago I came to New York to attend Yeshiva. I had heard so much about 
Yeshiva but it was the first time I had ever seen one. 

I was nervous but excited. When we went up the walkway to the building it was recess 
time. I saw tens of boys playing handball against the outer wall of the Yeshiva’s building. I 
remember thinking to myself how strange it was that boys were throwing a ball against a holy 
building. Of course by the end of the day I was on the winning team. 

We have to make a home for the Shechina. It has to be beautiful! 

When Moshe first heard that Hashem wants a “home” in this world, he was shaken. 
The whole Earth could not contain Hashem – how could he construct a building that would 
contain Him? Hashem answered, “Don’t worry – just build a structure twenty beams by 
twenty beams by eight beams and I will fit My Presence into it.” (Yalkut Shimoni, Teruma 
365) 

Hashem wants a home! He wants a beautiful home. It’s not that He wants us to have a 
home, a place to hang out or a place to study. Hashem wants a home for Himself, for His 
Shechina in this world. That is what the Torah is telling us. He wanted a home while we 
traveled through the desert, so we built a Mishkon. He wanted a home while we lived in 
Yerushalayim, so we built a Bais HaMikdosh. When that was destroyed, we built another Bais 
HaMikdosh. When we were forced to leave Yerushalayim, we were once again on the road. 
Hashem wants to live among us wherever we are. He wanted a home in Bovel, in Poland, in 
Turkey, in Morocco, in New York, in LA and in Jacksonville, Florida. 
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Moshe could not understand the purpose of this building. A building for the Jews is 
understandable. Just like we need buildings for schools, for hospitals, for government and for 
entertainment, we certainly need a place to daven. But when Hashem asked for a home for 
Himself – that threw Moshe off. Hashem is infinite; buildings have walls. Hashem insisted 
though. “You just build the building,” He said. “I will squeeze in.” 

Our shuls are resting places for the Shechina. I look around and sometimes I feel they 
are resting places for ourselves. Our shuls have to be beautiful, not because we like beautiful 
things but because the Shechina is there and Hashem said to make it beautiful. We have to be 
respectful and dignified in shul, not so that we don’t disturb our neighbor but because the 
Shechina is there. Understanding this makes the whole difference. 

Building and beautifying a shul is a fulfillment of the mitzva of building a Bais 
HaMikdosh. Building it as the tallest and most magnificent structure in the community is 
making beautiful accommodations for the Master of the Universe. When we daven in these 
shuls we are standing before Hashem. If we build for sake of the Shechina, we will feel the 
Shechina. 

Let us all be privileged to build the final home for the Shechina in Yerushalayim – 
veshom naavod’cha b’ahava uv’yira – “There we will worship Hashem with awesome love”. 

� � � � � � � 

Little Things 

This week’s parsha describes in detail the garb the Kohen Godol had to wear while 
performing his priestly functions. The purpose of these garments, as explained in the Torah, 
is “for honor and glory” (Shemos 28:2). If you use any of the wonderful learning aids available 
today, you can see for yourself in full color how dignified and elegant the Kohen Godol must 
have looked. 

As we read through the pesukim describing the required garb, we suddenly come upon 
a strange requirement: that bells should be attached to the bottom of his tunic. Bells? This is 
certainly a departure from the royal dignity which characterizes the rest of his clothing. Never 
has a king, or any dignitary, attached noisy little bells to his garments! 

The Ramban concludes that the reason for the bells is distinct from that of the rest of 
the garments, and is given in the text itself: so that “its sound will be heard as he enters the 
Sanctuary” (28:35). This, explains the Ramban further, is because it is proper etiquette in 
general to announce oneself before entering a room, by knocking on the door or by making 
some other form of noise. Hence the bells would ring as the Kohen Godol entered the 
Sanctuary. 

In fact, as the Talmud (Pesochim 112) says, one of the seven important instructions Rav 
Akiva gave to his son, Rav Yehoshua, was never to enter even his own home without warning, 
and, even more so, the home of a neighbor. The Rashbam explains that Rav Akiva learned this 
from the bells the Kohen Godol wore. 

Let us try to understand this: we can understand why it would not be right to barge into 
someone’s home, even our own. It could startle or embarrass someone. But how could any of 
this apply to Hashem? How could He not be ready to receive the Kohen Godol in the 
Sanctuary? 

The answer, I believe, is that this is not at all for the sake of Hashem, but for our own 
sake! It should go against one’s grain to violate a rule of derech eretz (good manners) under 
any circumstances, even where there are no negative consequences on the recipient’s side. 
One must always be a mensch. 
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Society seems to forgive certain behaviors on the part of our greatest leaders in science 
or politics. How can someone who is busy finding a cure for cancer, or organizing an 
important peace conference, be expected to remember to wipe his feet before walking on the 
carpet? Many great artists and composers have been known for their short tempers and 
rudeness, but this “artistic temperament” has usually been accepted as the price others have 
had to pay for the brilliance the artist was sharing with them. Such scientists, statesmen and 
artists were considered to be above the usual demands of common courtesy. In the Torah 
world, too this can happen. We can become so engrossed in the big issues of study, tefilla and 
meditation that we lose sight of little areas of social sensitivity. 

To all this, the bells of the Kohen Godol ring out an answer. Here we can have the 
holiest man (the Kohen Godol) in the holiest place in the world (the Kodesh HaKodoshim) on 
the holiest day of the year (Yom Kippur), who is deep in his thoughts in a world of his own, 
when suddenly the bells ring to remind him that even he, at such a time and in such a place, 
must notice the world in which he lives and be sensitive even to the most trivial rules of 
derech eretz. 

When the Steipler Gaon, of blessed memory, passed away, many stories began to 
circulate about this great genius and Tzaddik. One story that stuck in my mind was the 
following: 

There was once a bar mitzva celebration in the Lederman Shul in Bnei Brak. The 
guests were enjoying themselves when suddenly the Steipler entered the shul! They all 
jumped to their feet in respect, wondering what he was doing there, and watched in 
astonishment as the Steipler walked over to the bar mitzva boy and asked him for 
forgiveness. The lad, shaking, had no idea what the Tzaddik meant, until he explained. 

A year previously, on Yom Kippur, the Steipler had seen the boy in shul, reading from a 
very large volume. He went over to the boy and told him gently that although it is very 
commendable to study the Talmud on Yom Kippur, one should really be spending one’s time 
in tefilla. The boy blushed, and timidly showed the Steipler that the book he was holding was 
not a Talmud, but rather a very large Machzor (a chazan’s edition). They both returned to 
their seats, but the Steipler was disturbed. He felt that he had embarrassed the boy 
unnecessarily (even though he had spoken gently to him), and wanted to beg his forgiveness. 
However, the boy, being a minor, was not halachically capable of granting such forgiveness, 
and so the Steipler made a note of the incident, and a year later appeared at the boy’s bar 
mitzva to ask his forgiveness! 

The Steipler was the Godol HaDor. People crossed oceans to receive his blessings, and 
there was not an area of the Talmud in which he was not an expert. And yet, he did not feel 
that all this greatness exempted him from such trivialities. The reason was that he realized 
that such “trivialities” are not at all trivial! It was precisely the Steipler’s attention to such 
matters that made him the great and holy man he was. 

� � � � � � � 

  הילולא

The anniversary of the petira of a Tzaddik is known as a Hilula, which means “A Day of Joy”. 

One of the tools that Kabbola teaches is to connect to a Tzaddik (righteous person). The 
method to connect to a Tzaddik is to adopt the following ritual: 
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1) Learn the anniversary of his 
Rosh Chodesh, Rosh Chodesh and the fifteenth day of the Hebrew month can be utilized for a 
connection. 

2) Light a twenty-five-hour candle in his or her honor. There is no specific 
the following: This candle is being lit in the merit of ______

Others say that it is the custom within 
relative or a Tzaddik has passed away. The lighting has no accompanying blessing, and people would 
like to express themselves in a tefilla
on every Yom Tov as well. 

The author of the Pele Yo’etz
Rav Papo was the Rav of the city of Selestria in Bulgaria. Bulgaria was a pa
the time. The tefilla of the Pele Yo’etz

Hebrew Tefilla for Lighting a Yahrzeit or Hilula Candle

ת �ַ /��ֵ _______ יק ִד צַ הַ / י ִת ָר 
ד כבד מוֹ א עָ צֵ יֵ ת וַ ַ� ָר ל �ָ � עַ עֵ א יוֹ 

� ַהטוֹב ַמֲעֶ#ה ָ!ל  ְבָרצוֹ� ְ�ַרֲחִמי
י יל עִ לְ ת  חַ נ ְמ לְ ת  כ זְ ל לִ !ֹ ה הַ 

י ִה יְ . _______יק ִד צַ / י ִמ ִא / י 

Translation: 

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul of my father/my 
mother/the Tzaddik _______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 
before you, Hashem, our G-d and the G
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a resting and an elevation of the souls of 
your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the 
_____. May it be Your will that their souls be bound in the bond of life.

3) Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings.

4) Study some of his teaching or writings.

� � � � � � �

Y GEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSER
YAHRZEITS FOR WEEK 

http://www.chinuch.org/gedolim_yahrtzeits

Biographical information and yahrzeits 

� 11th of Adar I ~ Begins Friday 

� Rav Gershon Ashkenazi (1625

left home to learn in the Yeshiva

a close talmid of Rav Yehoshua, the 

and subsequently married the daughter of Rav Menachem Mendel Kruchmal, the 

Tzedek. But she too was niftar 

arichus yomim, outliving her husban

and in 1650 served the kehilla

Tzemach Tzedek, in 1661, he became 

Tetzaveh / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

Learn the anniversary of his petira or, if this information is not available, the days of 
and the fifteenth day of the Hebrew month can be utilized for a 

hour candle in his or her honor. There is no specific 
the following: This candle is being lit in the merit of ______________. 

Others say that it is the custom within Klal Yisrael to light a yahrzeit candle on the day that a 
has passed away. The lighting has no accompanying blessing, and people would 

tefilla when lighting the candle. This is not only true on a 

Pele Yo’etz, Rav Eliezer Papo (1785–1828), did in fact compose such a 
of the city of Selestria in Bulgaria. Bulgaria was a part of the Ottoman Empire at 

Pele Yo’etz is reproduced and translated below, as a public service.

Hebrew Tefilla for Lighting a Yahrzeit or Hilula Candle 

ָר י מוֹ ִמ ִא / י בִ ת )מַ ְ� י נִ יל עִ לְ ת  חַ נ ְמ ה לִ ר זֶ 
א יוֹ לֶ �ֶ ל הַ עַ �ַ � ִמ גֵ מָ , הַ לֶ ר אֶ פֶ סֵ ת �ַ (צַ ְמ נִ ה הַ 

ְ�ַרֲחִמי� 1ְ�ֶַקֵ�ל, ֲאבוֵֹתינ  ֵוא/ֵהי ֶא/ֵקינ  ‘ה 
ה הַ יֶ ְה יִ ה וְ ְ�ַמֲעֶ#  ֵ�י�, ְ�ִדי� ר ֵ�י�, ְ�ַמַחָ�ָבה

י בִ ל )ה ֶ� מָ ָ� נְ   חַ ר  �פֶ נֶ ט לְ ָר פְ �ִ  , לאֵ ָר 
 .י�יִ חַ ר הַ רוֹ צְ ת �ִ רוֹ ר � צְ יהֶ תֵ וֹ�

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul of my father/my 
_______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 

d and the G-d of our forefathers, that all my good deeds whether 
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a resting and an elevation of the souls of 

nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the 
_____. May it be Your will that their souls be bound in the bond of life. 

Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings.

is teaching or writings.                        See more at: www.yeshshem.com/hilulah.htm

� � � � � � � 

GEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSER    Z
YAHRZEITS FOR WEEK FOLLOWING PARSHAS TETZAVEH

http://www.chinuch.org/gedolim_yahrtzeits/Adar 

Biographical information and yahrzeits compiled by Reb Manny Saltiel and www.anshe.org

Friday Night (Feb 19th) 

(1625–1693). Born to Rav Yitzchok Ashkenazi in Holtz, Germany, he 

Yeshiva of Rav Yoel Sirkes, the Bach, in Cracow, Poland. He was also 

of Rav Yehoshua, the Maginei Shlomo. Rav Gershon lost his first wife in 1649, 

and subsequently married the daughter of Rav Menachem Mendel Kruchmal, the 

 young, in 1654. His third wife, Rebbetzin Raizel, was 

, outliving her husband by thirty years. Rav Gershon served as 

kehilla of Prussnitz, Moravia. With the petira of his father

, in 1661, he became Rav of Nikolsburg and a year later of the entire province 

or, if this information is not available, the days of Erev 
and the fifteenth day of the Hebrew month can be utilized for a 

hour candle in his or her honor. There is no specific berocha. Some say 

candle on the day that a 
has passed away. The lighting has no accompanying blessing, and people would 

ting the candle. This is not only true on a yahrzeit but 

1828), did in fact compose such a tefilla. 
rt of the Ottoman Empire at 

is reproduced and translated below, as a public service. 

ר זֶ יק נֵ לִ ְד י מַ ינִ ֵר הַ 
ה הַ ילָ פִ 1ְ _______ 

 י2נֶ פָ לְ � ִמ צוֹ י ָר ִה יְ 
ְ�ַמַחָ�ָבה ֵ�י�, עוֶֹ#ה ֶ�(ִני

ָר ְ# יִ  2ְמ ת עַ מוֹ ָ� נְ לִ 
�פְ ה נַ נָ יֶ ְה 1ִ � ֶ� צוֹ ָר 

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul of my father/my 
_______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 

d of our forefathers, that all my good deeds whether 
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a resting and an elevation of the souls of 

nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the Tzaddik 

Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings. 

www.yeshshem.com/hilulah.htm 

Z 

AVEH 

www.anshe.org 

1693). Born to Rav Yitzchok Ashkenazi in Holtz, Germany, he 

, in Cracow, Poland. He was also 

. Rav Gershon lost his first wife in 1649, 

and subsequently married the daughter of Rav Menachem Mendel Kruchmal, the Tzemach 

young, in 1654. His third wife, Rebbetzin Raizel, was zocheh to 

d by thirty years. Rav Gershon served as Dayan in Cracow, 

of his father-in-law, the 

of Nikolsburg and a year later of the entire province 
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of Moravia. He served as chief Rav of Austria until the expulsion of 1670. At that point, he 

became Rav of Metz, Germany, where he remained until his petira. He is the mechaber of 

Avodas HaGershuni, which deals with a wide range of halochos. Much of what we know about 

the Chmielnicki massacres is based on this work. A prolific writer, he also composed Tiferes 

HaGershuni, comprising his deroshos on the Torah, and Chiddushei HaGershuni on halocha, 

[Hamodia says 10th of Adar] (5453/1693 – Adar II); 

� Rav Chaim Yosef Dovid Azulai, (the Chida), (1724–1806). Arguably the Sephardic equivalent 

to the Vilna Gaon, the Chida was born in Yerushalayim. At the age of eighteen, he learned 

under Rav Chaim ben Atar (the Ohr HaChaim). His works include a collection of responsa 

known as Yosef Ometz, the Shem HaGedolim (a biographical work on 1,300 authors and 1,200 

writings, dating back to the Ge’onim), and many others. He passed away in Livorno (Leghorn), 

Italy, (5566/1806); 

� Rav Eliezer Lipman, father of Rebbe Reb Elimelech of Lizhensk and Rebbe Reb Zusha of 

Annipoli, (date of petira unknown); 

� Rav Mordechai Posner, Rav of Ursha and brother of Rav Shneur Zalman of Liadi, 

(5583/1823); 

� Rav Shmuel Strashun (Shtrasen/Shtershun; Shtrasson), the Rashash of Vilna (1794–1872). He 

was a Rav and a very wealthy banker in Vilna; he also administrated a free loan fund. His 

commentary on virtually the entire Talmud is printed in most editions of the Talmud, (12th of 

Adar, per Yated 2006; 13th of Adar 1885 per Yated 2008), (5632/1872 – Adar II); 

� Rav Avrohom Borenstein (Bornsztain) of Sochatchov (Sochaczew, near Warsaw), (1839–

1910), mechaber of Avnei Nezer (seven volumes of responsa) and Eglei Tal (encyclopedia of 

the laws of Shabbos). He was born in Bendin to Rav Ze’ev Nachum, mechaber of the Agudas 

Eizov, a descendant of the Rema and the Shach, and the Rav of Elkush and Biala. In 1853, he 

married Sara Tzina, one of the two daughters of the Kotzker Rebbe; the Rebbe was his daily 

chavrusa for almost seven years. After the petira of his father-in-law in 1859, Rav Avrohom 

accepted the Chiddushei HaRim of Ger as his Rebbe. After the petira of the Chiddushei HaRim 

in 1866, he accepted Rav Chanoch Heinich HaKohen of Alexander as his new Rebbe. In 1883, 

he became Rav of Sochatchov. His lectures in the Yeshiva lasted six to eight hours, often 

starting at midnight and continuing until morning, except for a fifteen-minute break when he 

napped. Rav Borenstein is frequently quoted in his son’s classic work, Shem MiShmuel, 

(5670/1910); 

� Rav Yosef Rosen of Dvinsk, the Gaon of Rogatchov, mechaber of Tzofnas Pane’ach (1858–

1936). His father, Rav Fishel Rosen, was a leader of the Jewish community of Rogatchov in 

general, and of the Lubavitcher Chassidim in particular. When he was bar mitzva, his father 

brought Rav Yosef to the Rav of Slutzk, Rav Yosef Dov Soloveitchik, the Bais HaLevi. 

Together with Rav Chaim (Rav Yosef Dov’s son), Rav Yosef learned with the Bais HaLevi for 

an entire year. He then learned with Rav Yehushua Diskin in Shklov. When he was eighteen, he 

married the daughter of Rav Moshe Garfinkel, a Gerrer Chassid in Warsaw, who supported the 

couple for eight years. In 1891, he took the position of Rav in Dvinsk, a position he kept until 

his petira, (5696/1936); 

� Rav Shmuel Brudny, Rosh Yeshivas Mir (1915–1981), born in Smorgon, Lithuania, between 

Oshmina and Vilna. At fourteen years of age, he entered the Rameilles Yeshiva in Vilna under 

Rav Shlomo Heiman. Three years later, he entered the Mirrer Yeshiva under Rav Eliezer 

Yehuda Finkel. Whereas his parents and siblings were murdered by the Nazis, he escaped to 

Shanghai. After the Yeshiva relocated to New York, he was appointed Rosh Yeshiva, 



13 � Tetzaveh / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

 

(5741/1981); 

� Rav Yehoshua Moshe Orenstein, mechaber of Yam HaTalmud, (5584/1824). 

� 12th of Adar I ~ Begins Motzai Shabbos (Feb 20th) 

� Rav Moshe Pardo, founder of Or HaChaim Seminary in Bnei Brak; 

� Rav Pinchas Hager of Borsha (1869–1941). He was raised not only by his father, the Imrei 

Boruch of Vizhnitz, but also by his grandfather, Rav Menachem Mendel, the Tzemach Tzaddik 

of Vizhnitz. When he was only eighteen, Rav Pinchas was thrust into the position of a Rebbe in 

Borsha, a town on the Vishiva River at the foot of the Carpathians. Borsha was one of the 160 

Jewish communities of the approximately 500-square kilometer Maramures (Marmerosh) 

district of northwestern Romania. After the outbreak of the First World War, the Rebbe fled to 

Budapest, and then to Vishiva and Sighet after the war. In 1926, his son, Rav Alter Menachem 

Mendel, succeeded him as Rebbe in Borsha. He and his two brothers perished in the Holocaust, 

(5701/1941); 

� Rav Yosef Adler, the Turda Rav. Turda is a city with a history of over two thousand years. It is 

famous for its salt mine (Salina Turda), whose origins date back to the Roman times. In June 

1942, following impressive German victories in Russia and following the Romanian army’s 

advance in the Caucasus, Prime Minister Ion Antonescu agreed to implement the “Final 

Solution” with regard to Romanian Jews. The first transports were to depart from southern 

Transylvania, from the districts of Arad, Timisoara and Turda, (5737/1977); 

� Rav Chaim Dovid HaLevi (1924–1998). Sephardic chief Rav of Tel Aviv for the last twenty-

five years of his life, he was known to many as the mechaber of the multi-volume responsa 

Aseh Lecha Rav, on many contemporary halachic and hashkafic issues, and a six-volume 

halachic work entitled Mekor Chaim, (5758/1998). 

� 13th of Adar I ~ Begins Sunday Night (Feb 21st) 

� Rav Yehuda HeChassid, mechaber of Sefer Chassidim (1150–1217). His father, Rav Shmuel 

(1120–1175), led a famous Yeshiva in Speyer, and served as Rav Yehuda’s Rebbe. (Yated 2007 

says 8th of Adar), (4977/1217); (See Segulah on page 30) 

� Rav Moshe Langner, the fifth Strettiner Rebbe, born to Rav Yehuda Hirsch, Rebbe in the town 

of Strettin. In 1921, he moved the family from Galicia to Toronto, (5719/1959 – Adar II); 

� Rav Moshe Feinstein (1895–1986). Born in Uzda (near Minsk), Belorussia, he was the son of 

Rav Dovid Feinstein, who was a grandchild of the Be’er HaGola. His mother was Feige Gittel, 

daughter of Rav Yechiel, Rav of Kopolia. He joined the Yeshiva of Rav Isser Zalman Meltzer in 

Slutzk at the age of twelve. At the age of sixteen, Rav Moshe completed Shas and Shulchon 

Aruch. He was Rav of Lyuban from 1921 to 1936. He escaped the Stalinist regime in 1936 and 

settled in New York as Rosh Yeshiva of Tiferes Yerushalayim. He authored Igros Moshe, Dorash 

Moshe and Dibros Moshe, (5746/1986 – Adar II). 

� 14th of Adar I ~ Begins Monday Night (Feb 22nd) 

� Rav Ze’ev Wolf of Zhitomir, talmid of the Maggid of Mezritch, mechaber of Or HaMeir, one 

of the early foundation texts of Chassidus, (5560/1800); 

� Rav Shimon Schwab (1908–1995). Born in Frankfurt am Main, Rav Schwab learned at Mir 

and Telshe before becoming Dayan in Darmstadt, and Rav in the district of Ichenhausen in 

Bavaria. Escaping Nazi Germany in 1936, Rav Schwab served as Rav in Baltimore, then in 

New York in the Washington Heights area, following Rav Yosef Breuer, (5755/1995); 

� Rav Menashe Frankel of Lizhensk (1903–1965). Born in Yadlowa in eastern Galicia to Rav 

Shlomo Zalman Frankel, Rav of the town. He married the daughter of Rav Yechezkel HaLevi 
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Landau, Rav of Lizhensk, and remained in Lizhensk. He was elected Dayan, and when his 

father-in-law was niftar in 1938, he became Rav of the city. Lizhensk was one of the first cities 

to fall to the Nazis in 1939. Rav Menashe escaped, but was sent to Siberia, then to Uzbekistan 

(Buchara). He settled in New York in 1948 and founded his own congregation, Ateres Shlomo, 

(5725/1965); 

� Rav Yaakov Osher Kopf, grandson of the Lelover Rebbe, Rav Moshe Mordechai Biederman, 

(5715–5765/1955–2005). 

� 15th of Adar I ~ Begins Tuesday Night (Feb 23rd) 

� Rav Zvi Hirsch Kaidanover of Vilna and Frankfurt, mechaber of Kav HaYoshor, (5472/1712 

– Adar II); 

� Rav Yosef Leifer of Pittsburgh, the Tzidkas Yosef (1891–1966). Born to Rav Ber of Satmar, 

Rav Yosef was a descendant of Rav Meir HaGodol of Premishlan. After marrying and living in 

Krula for seven years, he traveled to America in 1924 to raise funds for his orphaned sisters (his 

father was niftar when Rav Yosef was fifteen years old). One of his stops was Pittsburgh, and 

he decided to stay. His brothers, Rav Meir and Rav Sholom, also came to America, taking 

positions in Cleveland and Brighton Beach respectively. His youngest son, Yitzchok Eizik, 

passed away when he was eleven. Two other sons, Rav Yissochor Ber and Rav Mordechai, 

were murdered by the Nazis in 1944. Only his oldest son, Rav Avrohom Abba, escaped and 

succeeded him after his petira. Rav Avrohom Abba moved to Eretz Yisrael in 1970 and founded 

Yeshiva Tzidkas Yosef in Ashdod, (5726/1966); 

� Rav Chaim Kamil, Rosh Yeshiva Ofakim, one of the prime builders of Torah in the Negev 

(1933–2005). As a bochur, he learned in Yeshiva Slobodka in Yerushalayim. Following his 

marriage to the daughter of Rav Mordechai Porush, he learned at the Mir and became a talmid 

muvhok of Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz. After many years, he was appointed Rosh Yeshiva of Me’or 

Einayim of Rachmistrivka in Yerushalayim, and from 1979 at Ofakim. He was survived by his 

daughter, (5765/2005 – Adar II). 

� 16th of Adar I ~ Begins Wednesday Night (Feb 24th) 

� Rav Sholom “Charif” Ulman. Having learned under Rav Pinchas HaLevi Horowitz (the Ba’al 

Haflo’a) in Frankfurt for many years, Rav Sholom became Rav and Rosh Yeshiva in Ansbach, a 

town in Bavaria, Germany. He later moved to Hungary and served as Rav in Stampen, 

Frauenkirchen and Lankenbach. Only one of his manuscripts, Divrei Rash, on several 

masechtos, has been published. Rav Sholom was niftar on his seventieth birthday, (5585/1825); 

� Rav Elozor Menachem Mendel Biederman, Lelover Rav in Yerushalayim, the son of Rav 

Moshe Biederman, (5587–5643/1827–1883 – Adar II); 

� Rav Pinchas Menachem Alter, the Pnei Menachem of Ger (1926–1996). The fifth son of Rav 

Avrohom Mordechai Alter (the Imrei Emes), Rav Pinchas was born in the resort town of 

Palinitz, Poland, when his father was sixty years old. Along with his father and other family 

members, he escaped to Eretz Yisrael during World War II. In 1946, he married his cousin, and 

two years later, his father passed away. Three of the Imrei Emes’ sons became Rebbes of Ger: 

Rav Yisrael (the Bais Yisrael, niftar 1977), Rav Simcha Bunim (the Lev Simcha, niftar 1992), 

and Rav Pinchas Menachem (the Pnei Menachem, niftar 1996). However, Rav Pinchas 

Menachem was Rosh Yeshiva of Sefas Emes of Ger in Yerushalayim from the time he was 

thirty, and was head of Agudas Yisrael after the petira of Rav Yitzchok Meir Levine, 

(5756/1996). 
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� 17th of Adar I ~ Begins Thursday Night (Feb 25th) 

� Rav Yitzchok Friedman of Boyan, founder of the Boyaner Chassidim, mechaber of Pachad 

Yitzchok (1849–1917). He was the third son of Rav Avrohom Yaakov of Sadigora, the son of 

Rav Yisrael of Rizhin, (5677/1917); 

� Rav Chaim Davidson (1760–1854). Born in Pinchov, he lost his father at an early age. Soon 

after his bar mitzva, the Warsaw gevir, Rav Naftoli Tzvi Tzinimer, made the shidduch for Rav 

Chaim to marry his daughter, Rochel. Rav Chaim moved to Warsaw, making it his home for the 

next eighty years. When Hoffmann, the chief Prussian administrator of Warsaw, insisted that 

every Jew adopt a surname for use on official documents in 1795, Rav Chaim took the name 

Davidson, in honor of his father. In addition to studying at the Yeshiva of the Nesivos in Lissa, 

Rav Chaim often visited and studied with Rav Akiva Eiger. In the early 1800s, the Jewish 

population of Warsaw was skyrocketing, largely because of refugees coming in from Ukraine 

and other places. From 2,519 Jews in 1765, the Jewish presence shot up to fifteen thousand by 

1816. In 1802, the maskilim were numerous enough to open their own shul, which they named 

the “German Synagogue”. After 1815, when Russia annexed Warsaw, a deadly partnership 

developed between the autonomous Polish government and the Haskola Jews. An edict in 1821 

decreed the abolition of the kehillos, and substituted them with “Congregational Boards” 

consisting of the Rav, his assistant and three trustees. In 1822, Rav Chaim was chosen as one of 

Warsaw’s three trustees and held this position for two years. After the passing of the Chemdas 

Shlomo in 1839, a council appointed Rav Chaim to be the new Rav of Warsaw. Thereafter, his 

wealthy son, Rav Naftoli, supplied him with funds to continue the numerous chessed projects 

he had financed while he himself had been a wealthy man, (5614/1854); 

� Rav Shimon Sofer, Rav and Av Bais Din of Cracow (1821–1883). Born in Pressburg, Rav 

Shimon was the second son of the Chasam Sofer, (5643/1883 – Adar II); 

� Rav Yisrael Ze’ev Mintzberg (Minzberg), Av Bais Din of K’hal Chassidim (or K’hal 

Masmidim) in Yerushalayim, (5722/1962 – Adar II); 

� Rav Avrohom Menachem Danziger, the ninth Admor of Alexander (1921–2005). The earliest 

Chassidim of Alexander followed Rav Shraga Feivel of Gritza (niftar 1848) who was a close 

talmid of Rav Simcha Bunim of Peshis’cha. After Rav Shraga Feivel’s petira, they followed 

Rav Menachem Mendel of Vorki. After his petira in 1864, they followed Rav Yechiel (1828–

1894), the son of Rav Shraga Feivel. He set up court in Alexander near Lodz, Poland. Rav 

Yechiel had three sons. One of them, Rav Yerachmiel Yisrael Yitzchok, led the Alexander 

Chassidim from 1894 to 1910 and was the mechaber of Yismach Yisrael. After his passing, his 

younger brother, Rav Shmuel Tzvi (the Tiferes Shmuel), led the court until 1924. The third 

brother, Rav Betzalel Yair, followed. Rav Shmuel Tzvi’s son, Rav Yitzchok, took over 

leadership until the Holocaust. The Alexander Chassidim, who outnumbered all others in 

Europe except for Ger, all but perished. The broken pieces were put together by Rav Yehuda 

Moshe, son-in-law of Rav Betzalel Yair; he had departed Poland for Eretz Yisrael in 1934. Of 

his nine sons, only one survived, Rav Avrohom Menachem. He was survived by three sons, four 

daughters and thousands of pages of chiddushei Torah yet to be published, (5765/2005 – Adar 

II).
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The Chida

Rav Chaim Yosef David Azulai, 
better known by his acronym
(which contain the initial letters of his 
name – it was also his signature) was one 
of the greatest Sephardic sages of his time.

He was born in Yerushalayim
spent more than fifty years of his life 
abroad, during which time he longed for 
Eretz Yisrael. Although he was unable to 
realize his dream of moving back to 
Yisrael during his lifetime, his longings 
were not in vain. Some 154 years after his 
petira in Laverne, Italy, he was reburied on 
Har Hamenuchos in Yerushalayim

 

Childhood 

Rav Chaim Yosef David Azulai, the 
son of Rav Refael Yitzchak Zarchia Azulai, 
was born in 5384 in Yerushalayim
descended from an illustrious family that 
had lived in Spain until the Expulsion. It 
then moved to the Moroccan city of Fez, 
and eventually to Chevron. 

The founder of the Azulai family was 
Rav Avraham Azulai, author of many 
important Torah works, among them 
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The Chida (circa 5484-5567; 1724-1807) 

 
Rav Chaim Yosef David Azulai, 

better known by his acronym "Chida," 
(which contain the initial letters of his 

it was also his signature) was one 
sages of his time. 

Yerushalayim, but 
spent more than fifty years of his life 
abroad, during which time he longed for 

. Although he was unable to 
realize his dream of moving back to Eretz 

during his lifetime, his longings 
were not in vain. Some 154 years after his 

in Laverne, Italy, he was reburied on 
Yerushalayim. 

v Chaim Yosef David Azulai, the 
son of Rav Refael Yitzchak Zarchia Azulai, 

Yerushalayim. He 
descended from an illustrious family that 
had lived in Spain until the Expulsion. It 
then moved to the Moroccan city of Fez, 

The founder of the Azulai family was 
Avraham Azulai, author of many 

works, among them 

Chessed l'Avraham, Sefer Shoshana and 
Hagahos al HaRambam
Rav in the famous story that went down to 
retrieve the Caliph’s sword that fell in the 
Ma’aros HaMachpela and met the 

The Chida was born premature, and 
he was so lifeless and feeble at his birth 
that the midwife who delivered him was 
certain that he wouldn't survive for more 
than a few hours. The 
grandmother, however, wrapped him in 
blankets and remained by his crib until he 
gained weight and became healthy.

The Chida was a childhood prodigy. 
At the age of six, he began to study in the 
Bais Yakov Bais Medrash
Rav Yona Navon, taught. 

He began to write 
drashos even before his 
his bar mitzva, his father and Rav Yona 
trained him to write halachic
When Rav Yona went abroad on a 
he corresponded with the 
strong bond of friendship t
the ordinary rebbi-talmid 
developed between them.

The young Chida was also very close 
with Rav Yom Tov Elgazi, and the two 
studied together from many years. Rav 
Elgazi succeeded the Rashash as the 
Yeshiva of Bais Kel, and was also the 
Sephardic chief Rav from 1776


With The Ohr HaChaim

The Chida then studied in the 
Knesses Yisrael Yeshiva
Ohr HaChaim Hakadosh
Attar. 

 Z    

, 15, 15, 15, 15
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he was so lifeless and feeble at his birth 
that the midwife who delivered him was 
certain that he wouldn't survive for more 
than a few hours. The Chida's 

er, however, wrapped him in 
blankets and remained by his crib until he 
gained weight and became healthy. 

was a childhood prodigy. 
At the age of six, he began to study in the 
Bais Yakov Bais Medrash, where his uncle, 

 

an to write chiddushim and 
even before his bar mitzva. After 

, his father and Rav Yona 
halachic responses. 

When Rav Yona went abroad on a shlichus, 
he corresponded with the Chida, and a 
strong bond of friendship that transcended 

talmid relationship 
developed between them. 

was also very close 
with Rav Yom Tov Elgazi, and the two 
studied together from many years. Rav 
Elgazi succeeded the Rashash as the Rosh 

, and was also the 
from 1776-1802. 

 

Ohr HaChaim 

then studied in the 
Knesses Yisrael Yeshiva, founded by the 
Ohr HaChaim Hakadosh, Rav Chaim ben 
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The Ohr HaChaim arrived in Eretz 
Yisrael in Av 5402, and settled in 
Yerushalayim. But he passed way just 
eleven months later, at the young age of 
forty-seven. 

During this brief period, the Chida 
studied under the Ohr HaChaim and 
absorbed much of the Ohr HaChaim's piety 
and kedusha. In his writings, the Chida 
cites many of the Ohr HaChaim's practices 
and insights. 

The Chida also served many other 
sages, such as Rav Yisrael Meir Mizrachi, 
author of Pri Ha’aretz; Rav Yitzchak 
HaKohen Rappaport, author of Battei 
Kehuna; and the two great kabbalists Rav 
Gedalya Chayon and Rav Shalom Sharabi. 

 

In The Bais E-l Yeshiva  

The Chida also learned in the Bais 
E-l Yeshiva, where he was one of the most 
outstanding students. He was a member of 
a special association founded by the 
Rashash called Chevras Ahavas Sholom. 
This association included twelve of the 
yeshiva's top students. 

The members of this association 
adopted many practices that were intended 
to help them perfect their character traits 
and achieve piety. 

 

Fire Of Dissension  

In Eretz Yisrael at that time, a group 
known as the Committee of Eretz Yisrael's 
Trustees in Constantinople supervised the 
activities of Yerushalayim's Sephardic 
community and its leaders. It also 
represented them before the Turkish 
rulers. 

Most of the officials on the 
committee were not G-d fearing and, quite 
often, they overstepped each other's 
jurisdictions. Although the sages of 
Yerushalayim made its decisions and 

regulations, committee officials attempted 
to gain control of the city's public affairs 
and to interfere in local appointments. As a 
result, great discord prevailed between the 
members of the committee and 
Yerushalayim's sages and residents. 

In 5422, a sharp dispute arose 
between Yerushalayim's residents and 
Rachamim Cohen, one of committee's 
representatives in Yerushalayim. In the 
end, he was placed in cherem. 

Eventually, tempers flared to such 
an extent that the members of the 
committee resigned from their positions. 
Since the Sephardic community in 
Yerushalayim was dependent on the 
committee in Constantinople for its 
livelihood and for its influence on local 
Turkish officials, it decided to send a 
delegation of distinguished chachamim to 
Constantinople to bring about 
reconciliation. 

The Chida was appointed head of 
this delegation. He was joined by Rav Yom 
Tov Elgazi, Rav Shmuel Elchadif, Rav 
Chaim Elfanderi, Rav Avraham ben Asher 
and Rav Yeshayahu Azulai, his son. 

Before reaching Constantinople, the 
Chida learned that the members of the 
committee had reinstated Rachamim 
Cohen, despite the ban on him. The Chida 
decided that it would be futile, at that 
point, to try and negotiate with them. As a 
result, he decided to return to 
Yerushalayim. However, Yerushalayim's 
prominent residents sent him many 
messengers to try and convince him to 
continue on to Constantinople. 

The Chida and his delegation 
reached Egypt and waited there, hoping 
that the situation would soon become 
clearer. They couldn't return to 
Yerushalayim because of their fear of the 
advocates of the appointment of Rachamim 
Cohen. 

This dispute had adverse effects on 
the Sephardic community in 
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Yerushalayim, since the committee no 
longer raised funds for them or kept the 
Turkish rulers in line. During this period, 
the Sephardic community suffered from a 
famine that took the lives of 300 of its 
members. 

 

Chief Rav Of Egypt 

When the Chida arrived in Egypt, 
the local Jews recognized his greatness and 
appointed him chief Rav. Nonetheless, the 
Chida suffered greatly in Egypt due to his 
longings for Yerushalayim. 

Eventually, the Chida once more 
tried to effect a reconciliation with the 
committee in Constantinople. This time, he 
succeeded. 

Many of Yerushalayim's sages, who 
had fled to Egypt due to the dispute, 
returned to Eretz Yisrael. But the Chida, 
who was bound by a contract to preside as 
Egypt's chief Rav for five years, could not 
join them. 

 

In Chevron  

     When the Chida's tenure ended, he 
and his family left Egypt and headed for 
Eretz Yisrael. In 5429, they settled in 
Chevron. 

The Chida remained in Chevron for 
three years. While there, he wrote the 
majority of his famous Birchei Yosef on the 
Shulchan Aruch. 

In 5413, Chevron's sages pleaded 
with him to go abroad once more, this time 
on behalf of the Jews of Chevron, whose 
financial situation was dire. 

At that time, the function of 
meshulach on behalf of the Jewish 
settlement in Eretz Yisrael was always 
assigned to the most dignified and eminent 
chachamim. The Chida was only twenty-
nine when he set out on his journey, which 
included over 148 cities. Among those cities 

were Alexandria, Laverne, Ferrara, 
Modena, Venice, Frankfurt a Main, Mainz, 
Bonn, Dusseldorf, Amsterdam, Hague, 
London, Dover, Paris, Bordeaux, Toulouse 
and Nice. 

In Germany, he suffered many 
disgraces. Its community doubted the 
veracity of his credentials, and claimed that 
he was a fraud. He wasn't invited to give 
drashos in their synagogues, or even given 
decent lodgings. Things changed once he 
reached Italy and Paris, where he was 
treated with much respect, and its 
prominent Jews helped him collect money. 

Upon his return to Eretz Yisrael in 
5418, he continued to study and to 
disseminate Torah in Chevron. 

 

Second Trip Abroad 

  
     In 5433, Chevron's community once 
again asked him to go abroad on their 
behalf. During this mission, which also 
lasted more than five years, he visited 156 
cities. 

One of his first stops was Tunisia, 
where he was placed in a detention house 
for forty days, as were all Oriental visitors 
to that country. During that period, he 
prepared his renowned Shem HaGedolim 
for publication. 

When he was released, he headed 
for Laverne, where his daughter lived, and 
printed Shem HaGedolim and Birchei 
Yosef there. 

While in Italy, he received a letter 
from Chevron, stating that the Turkish 
ruler had cast all of the city's Jews into a 
ghetto because a blood libel had been 
circulated against them. The ruler had 
threatened to slay them if they didn't 
provide him with a large ransom fee. 

The Chida, who was greatly 
distressed by this letter, appealed to Italy's 
Jews to raise the necessary money to 
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redeem Chevron's Jews. They responded to 
his appeal, and he soon dispatched the 
funds to Eretz Yisrael. 

This journey, like his previous one, 
was fraught with hardship, disgrace and 
danger. Customs officials who were wary of 
his mode of dress also harassed him. 

 

Not Only A Meshulach  

While abroad, the Chida was very 
careful not to be on the road on erev 
Shabbos. He was also very scrupulous 
about his kashrus observance, and only ate 
at the homes of prominent talmidei 
chachamim. 

During his trips, he visited the 
graves of tzaddikim such as the Rama of 
Paneu, Rav Moshe Zakuta and Rav Eliyohu 
Mizrachi. His also visited many Gedolei 
Yisrael. 

In addition, he not only collected 
money for the Jews of Chevron, but also 
inspired the Jews of the communities he 
visited to correct their shortcomings. 

In Laverne, he exhorted its Jewish 
residents not to read secular literature, and 
tried to stem the ever-increasing influence 
of the Haskala movement. 

He also strengthened many of the 
educational networks in Tunisia, and gave 
shiurim in mussar throughout France. 

Being a great lover of books and 
learning, these trips were a great 
opportunity for the Chida. He spent all 
available time in the libraries of the cities 
he visited, studying ancient manuscripts 
and books. 

 

Mission Accomplished  

The Chida's beautiful features and 
majestic bearing made a deep impression 
on everyone, Jew and non-Jew alike. He 
was regarded as a saintly man, whose 

prayers were acceptable On High and 
whose blessing was therefore very 
desirable. Many a diplomatic mission took 
him to the courts and castles of kings and 
princes. When he visited King Louis XVI of 
France in the beautiful castle of Versailles, 
and before he had a chance to introduce 
himself, the king was obviously so greatly 
impressed that he asked what country's 
ambassador this visitor was. The king, one 
of the most powerful rulers in Europe, had 
never seen a more stately and impressive 
looking ambassador! 

This and many other incidents we 
learn from Chida's diary, which was later 
published under the name "Ma’agal Tov," 
(the Good Circle). In it, the author records 
his observations and experiences in the 
course of his travels. They give us an 
insight into the political, economic, and 
religious life of those days. 

The Chida became known as a great 
authority on books and manuscripts. His 
wonderful memory helped him to acquire a 
vast store of knowledge and facts. He used 
to buy all the books he could afford, but he 
could not afford to buy many. However, 
throughout his travels he gathered 
material, made notes, and planned his 
writings. 

When his mission ended, he 
remained in Laverne. It appears that he 
stayed there because it had excellent 
printing houses where he could publish his 
many writings, as well as wealthy people 
willing to sponsor these endeavors. 

While in Laverne, he published two 
to four seforim each year. These works 
were warmly received by the Jews of the 
Diaspora and were distributed in Italy, 
Turkey, Poland, Russia, North Africa, Syria 
and Eretz Yisrael. 

In Laverne, he spent his entire day 
studying. Nonetheless, he had a 
tremendous influence on the community. 

Recognizing his greatness, Laverne's 
Jews addressed halachic questions to him 
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and consulted him on many issues. He 
refused, however, to accept any public 
position, and declined the offer to preside 
as Laverne's chief Rav. 

As his fame spread, communities 
throughout the Diaspora turned to him for 
assistance, and asked him to pray for them. 

Despite the honor he was accorded 
abroad, he yearned to return to 
Yerushalayim. His reasons for remaining 
in Laverne until his petira are unclear. It is 
believed that he was worried that the Jews 
in Eretz Yisrael wanted to appoint him to 
the position of Sephardic chief Rav, which, 
in his humility, he did not want to accept. 

Even though he was far from home, 
he remained deeply concerned for the 
plight of the Jews of Eretz Yisrael, and 
would assist all of the emissaries who came 
to Italy on their behalf. 

 

His Petira  

The Chida, who suffered from many 
ailments throughout his life, was niftar on 
the eleventh of Adar, 5466, at the age of 83. 
His petira was mourned by Jews all over 
the world. In Laverne, hespedim were 
delivered by Rav Yaakov diMedina and Rav 
Chaim Shlomo Abulafia. Many additional 
hespedim were given in Turkey, North 
Africa, Germany, Poland, Tunisia, France, 
Syria and Eretz Yisrael. 

Rav Yosef Refael Chazan of Turkey, 
author of Chikrei, called him "a gadol 
hador who atoned for the entire 
generation." 

Rav Yosef Dovid Zitzenheim of 
France, author of Yad David, said, "He was 
one of the most exalted Torah figures of 
our times, who studied Torah incessantly, 
until the day of his petira." 

 

'Please Do This Task By Yourself'  

One of Rav Mordechai Eliyohu's 

early predecessors as Rishon L'Tzion, 
Sephardic Chief Rav of Eretz Yisrael, was 
Rav Yitzchak Nissim, who had a special 
appreciation and admiration for the Chida. 
One of Rav Nissim's friends was Dr. 
Shlomo Umberto Nachon, a native of 
Livorno (Leghorn), where the Chida lived 
the end of his life and was buried. 

In the late 1950’s, Dr. Nachon 
learned that the Italian authorities wished 
to build a highway through the Jewish 
cemetery of Livorno. He quickly informed 
Chief Rav Nissim and, understanding the 
urgency of the situation, they decided it 
was time to move the Chida to Eretz 
Yisrael. Dr. Nachon made the 
arrangements with the authorities in 
Livorno, and in 1960 Rav Nissim 
commissioned, after much coaxing, the 
then thirty-one-year-old Rav Mordechai 
Eliyohu, who was known to be intimately 
familiar with the Chida's writings, to head a 
team of esteemed Sephardic rabbonim 
(which included Rav Yisrael Abuhatzeira, 
the Baba Sali, and his brother the Baba 
Haki, Rav Yitzchak Abuhatzeira, chief Rav 
in the city of Ramle, who was an expert in 
Jewish burials in his native Morocco) for 
the reinterring of the bones of the Chida in 
Yerushalayim. 

Rav Eliyohu related that when he 
arrived at Lod Airport with the other 
rabbonim, he met with the agency 
representative who had brought the bones 
of the Chida in a small wooden coffin. 
When the Rav saw it, he was appalled 
"What is this?" he asked. "The bones of the 
Chida are rolling around in a miniature 
coffin? How can such a thing be?"  

He asked that a larger coffin be 
brought, so that the bones could 
transferred to it and be laid out properly 
for an honorable burial. Then he requested 
that the Baba Haki's driver go with his 
driver, and that they immerse in a mikva 
[ritual bath], and afterwards buy a Phillips 
screwdriver to open the coffin. 

When they returned, Rav Mordechai 
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Eliyohu made a large hole in the bottom of 
the new large coffin so that there would be 
no barrier between the bones and the soil 
upon burial, but temporarily closed the 
hole with a stopper. Then the small coffin 
was inserted into the larger one.  

Rav Eliyahu had the small coffin 
opened, whereupon he put his hand in to 
arrange the bones. But after a few 
moments, he trembled and closed his eyes. 
Saying in a broken voice that he had no 
power to do it, he asked pleadingly that the 
Chida ‘please do this task by yourself’ to 
put his own bones in order! 

Immediately, a powerful, almost 
explosive sound was heard, the coffin 
began to shake, and a rattling sound -- 
made by the Chida's remains striking the 
coffin's walls -- was heard. All the other 
rabbonim fainted on the spot. Rav 
Mordechai did not faint, explaining 
afterwards that his absorption in the 
mitzva helped him remain conscious. 

It was beyond belief! The banging 
and shaking continued until, bone by bone, 
until the entire skeleton was arranged 
perfectly -- in the merit of the holy Rav, the 
Chida! 

"Hashem will grant you special 
Providence, and bring my remains out of 
this place." [Bereishis 50:25]  

"He said to me, 'Can these bones 
live?'…As I prophesied, there was a 
roaring sound, and the bones came 
together and joined one another…. 'I am 
going to open your graves; I will take you 
out of your graves, My People, and bring 
you to the Land of Israel.'" [Yechezkel 37:3, 
7, 12] 

Thousands accompanied the funeral 
procession from the Yerushalayim 
neighborhood of Sanhedria to the cemetery 
at Har HaMenuchos. At the burial, Rav 
Eliyohu described the events that had taken 
place as "Nisei nissim--absolute miracles." 

At a later date, Rav Mordechai 
Eliyohu announced that whoever needs 

personal salvation can go to pray at the 
grave of the Chida. 

It is no wonder that when Rav 
Mordechai Eliyohu passed on to his 
heavenly great reward fifty years later that 
he was buried near the Chida on Har 
HaMenuchos! 

The Chida had finally come home. 

His memory continued to live in the 
hearts of his people. Many Jews used to 
make pilgrimages to his grave or send 
kvittlach to be deposited there, praying 
that the saintly Rav be an intercessor for 
them in the Heavenly Court. 

(Ed. Note: Rav Mordechai Steiner 
Shlita related that the B’nei Yisasschar 
often was quoted that even if he can’t 
always find the source for the Chida’s 
Torah chidushim, he fully believes that 
they are accepted by the Bais Din Shel 
Ma’ala and his segulos are kodesh and 
divine. See B’nei Yisasschar Tishrei 
4:14:39). 

 

Kabbola teaches that Esther was a 
reincarnation of Eve. 

Esther: Scent from Above 

From the teachings of Rav Tzvi Elimelech 
(Shapira) of Dinov 

      The Midrash states: "Hadassa" 
[Hebrew for "myrtle"] is [another name 
for] Esther. In the same way that myrtle 
has a sweet smell but a bitter taste, so was 
Esther sweet for Mordechai, yet bitter to 
Haman. (Esther Rabba 6:5) 

      ...Esther sweet for Mordechai, yet 
bitter to Haman. 

      The Chida wrote: Esther was a 
reincarnation of Eve, the Serpent was 
enclothed in Haman, and Mordechai was 
the reincarnation of Yaakov, as recorded by 
the students of the Ari HaKodosh. Thus, 
Esther (as Eve) was bitter to Haman, who 
was the Serpent, who had brought her to 
sin - and sweet to Mordechai, who, as a 
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reincarnation of Yaakov, was also the 
reincarnation of Adam. (Dvash L'pi 5:2) 

      And here I come to add, in 
accordance with what I've written on many 
an occasion, that every one of the [five] 
senses was recorded in the account of the 
sin of Adom - except that of the sense of 
smell. Therefore, understand that the sense 
of smell wasn't ever really blemished, and 
for this reason it is a thing which the soul 
[Neshama] gets pleasure from, as opposed 
to the body. 

      Thus, the scent was sweet to 
Mordechai. (And also because he himself is 
called "pure myrrh" [see Targum Onkelos 
on Shemos 30:23]. Thus, "[Mordechai] 
shouted a great shout" (Esther 4:1) for "the 
voice is good for [the quality of] spices". 
(Yerushalmi Talmud, Yoma 23a) 

      And the taste was bitter to Haman, 
for [it was him, as] the Serpent, who 
seduced Eve [to sin essentially with] the 
sense of taste [and received his punishment 
from the reincarnation of Eve, measure for 
measure]. 

[From B’nei Yisasschar, Adar 7:10] 


Mordechai was the reincarnation of 
Yaakov and Haman the 
reincarnation of Esau. 

From Yaakov to Mordechai 

From the teachings of Rav Chaim Yosef 

David Azulai 

[When Yaakov saw that Esau was 
coming] he went ahead of [his family] and 
bowed down seven times until he reached 
his brother. (Bereishis 33:3) 

      It says in Sefer Hakinuyim that 
Mordechai was the reincarnation of Yaakov 
and Haman the reincarnation of Esau. 
Since Yaakov did wrong by bowing before 
Esau seven times, Mordechai came and 
repaired Yaakov's failing by refusing to bow 
down to Haman. 

      Yaakov was guilty of giving a false 
impression…. 

      [The question is:] how could 
Yaakov, the most perfect of the patriarchs, 
bow down to the wicked Esau? He surely 
knew that it is forbidden to greet an 
evildoer. 

      [The answer is:] Yaakov did not do 
anything wrong. When he prostrated 
himself he was bowing down to the 
Shechina that was coming to meet him. 

      Then why is it counted as a failing 
that needs rectification? 

      Yaakov was guilty of giving a false 
impression to his wives and his children, 
causing them to think that he was bowing 
down to Esau. 

      Mordechai repaired this misstep by 
refusing to bow down to Haman. 

 זכר צדיק וקדוש לברכה

    

Rav Avrohom BorensteinRav Avrohom BorensteinRav Avrohom BorensteinRav Avrohom Borenstein,,,,    11111111
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Sochatchover Rebbe and Mechaber of Avnei Nezer

The Avnei Nezer was the son-in-law 
of the Kotzker. He once told the following 
story: 

“I worked hard to understand a 
difficult Rambam and after much effort 
Hashem enlightened my eyes and I thought 
I had the answer. I thought that the 

Rambam in question had a different text or 
girsa of the Gemora and therefore his 
ruling was proper. 

“I told my chiddush (original novel 
Torah thought) to the Kotzker and he did 
not say anything. Instead he told me to 
return to the study hall and say over the 



23 � Tetzaveh / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

 

Torah thought to a scholar and report back 
to him. In the Bais Medrash I found the 
Chiddushei HaRim (the first Gerrer 
Rebbe). The Chiddushei HaRim listened to 
my chiddush but did not agree with my 
Torah and felt that the Rambam was still 
difficult. I reported back to the Kotzker, 
who again directed me to return to the 
study hall to speak with another Torah 
scholar. In the Bais Medrash I found Rav 
Henoch of Alexander, who greatly 
appreciated and agreed with my novel 
interpretation. I returned to the Kotzker, 
who then called in both the Chiddushei 
HaRim and Rav Henoch of Alexander. The 

three of us stood before the Kotzker, who 
scolded us and thundered, ‘Is this the way 
you learn the holy Torah – this one rejects 
it and this one accepts it?!’ The Kotzker 
then proceeded to explain the Rambam 
and answered it in thirteen different ways!”  

The Avnei Nezer said, “I only 
understood six or seven of the answers, the 
Chiddushei HaRim maybe understood up 
to ten, and the remaining answers he did 
not grasp, due to their depth and 
sharpness.” 

www.kotzk.com/2012/03/03/kotzker-story-2/ 

    

Rav Moshe FeinsteinRav Moshe FeinsteinRav Moshe FeinsteinRav Moshe Feinstein, , , , 13131313
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In November 1921, when Rav Moshe 
Feinstein was the chief Rav of the town of 
Luban, a certain Torah scholar from the 
town fell seriously ill with a very unusual 
disease, the main symptom of which was 
that his tongue swelled up enormously. The 
doctors could not figure it out, and soon the 
man was on his deathbed from this illness. 

Rav Moshe went to visit him. As 
soon as he walked into the sick man’s 
room, the man sent everyone else out, 
saying he had to speak to Rav Moshe in 
private. 

After everyone left, the sick man 
turned to Rav Moshe and told him that he 
knew why he had contracted this bizarre 
illness. It quickly became clear that talking 
was difficult for him because of his tongue. 
He said that the week before, when the 
weekly reading was Vayeira, he had given a 
sermon in which he had berated the 
daughters of Lot for what they had done. In 
it he spoke very harshly about their act 
(Bereishis 19: 30–38) and criticized them, 
especially the brazenness of the older one 
in naming the child after the deed [Moav – 
“from Father”] and thereby publicizing it to 
everyone. He questioned why they merited 
to have Moshiach descend from them, 

considering what they had done [Moshiach 
has to be a descendant of Dovid HaMelech, 
who is a descendant of Rus, the convert 
from Moab, the grandson of Lot]. 

He then related to Rav Moshe that 
the night before, two elderly women had 
come to him in a dream, identifying 
themselves as the daughters of Lot. They 
were upset at the way he had spoken about 
them and wanted to respond. They told 
him that he should not have accused them 
of being depraved and committing such 
shameful acts. He should have considered 
that they were from the family of Avrohom 
and everything they did had a purpose. 

They explained that they thought 
they were the last people on earth to 
survive the destruction and they had to 
ensure the continuity of mankind. That 
required them committing such an act, 
even though it was heinous. According to 
their perspective, they had no other choice.  

Nevertheless, they felt that they had 
to publicize it, because if they did not, 
future generations might make a deity out 
of any child born to them, for they would 
consider it a miraculous birth! After all, no 
other man was around and surely they 



24 � Tetzaveh / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

 

would not have lived with their own father! 
No matter how shameful, they had to 
ensure that everyone understood that there 
is no such thing as a birth without a father. 

They concluded that that is exactly 
the reason they merited having Moshiach 
descend from them – because of the self-
sacrifice they had displayed through their 
actions. 

Lastly, they told him, that is why he 

had to be punished [through his tongue] 
measure for measure, for the harsh words 
he had spoken against them. 

He concluded telling the story to 
Rav Moshe, turned to the wall, and passed 
away. 

(Adapted by Yerachmiel Tilles from 

lifeinisrael.blogspot.com as translated from Igros Moshe Volume 

Eight, Introduction.)


Rav Ze’ev Wolf of ZhitomirRav Ze’ev Wolf of ZhitomirRav Ze’ev Wolf of ZhitomirRav Ze’ev Wolf of Zhitomir,,,,    14141414
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In Zhitomir lived a mohel (one who 
performs circumcisions) and shochet 
(kosher slaughterer) who was a close 
follower of the well-known Rebbe, Rav 
Ze’ev Wolf of Zhitomir, one of the inner 
circle of disciples of the Maggid of 
Mezritch. Once he was invited to be the 
mohel at a bris mila (circumcision 
ceremony) in a nearby village. Since the 
bris was scheduled to take place early on 
Sunday morning, he decided to travel there 
on Motzo’ei Shabbos. On the way, however, 
he got lost when the path went through a 
dark forest.  

After a long time wandering about, 
he saw in the distance a shining light. 
Immediately he set out in that direction. As 
he got closer, he saw a house. He went in, 
and there was a crowd of men sitting 
around a long table, with a distinguished-
looking old man at the head. The latter was 
expounding Torah, and everyone was 
listening intently. The Chassid listened too, 
and was quite impressed by the brilliant 
insights.  

Shortly after, several of the listeners 
came over to him and said, “Nu? How do 
you like our Rebbe’s words of Torah? Do 
you approve?”  

“Yes!” answered the Chassid 
enthusiastically. Several times now they 
approached him, and the same dialogue 
was repeated. Finally, he left and found his 

way.  

The mohel’s custom was to go to his 
Rebbe’s house every day, in order to gaze at 
his holy face. That Sunday, upon his return, 
he went directly there. This time, however, 
the Rebbe’s attendant did not allow him to 
enter. Then, on Monday and Tuesday, he 
again refused to let him in. Surprised, the 
Chassid finally asked him, “What is going 
on? Why won’t you allow me to see the 
Rebbe?”  

“Because the Rebbe told me not to,” 
replied the attendant.  

“Oh, no!” exclaimed the Chassid in 
dismay. “Why not? Surely there is a reason. 
Please, have mercy on me! Ask the Rebbe 
what I have done. What is my sin to 
deserve such a terrible punishment – to be 
denied access to the Rebbe?”  

The attendant went in, and soon 
returned with a reply. “The Rebbe said to 
tell you that the house in the forest belongs 
to the Evil Forces. Since you approved and 
accepted their words, you became 
connected to them. Therefore, he cannot 
admit you in his presence.”  

The Chassid was crushed. “But the 
Rebbe must know how I can rectify this,” 
he said to the attendant. “Please, please go 
in again and ask him what I should do.”  

Back came the answer, “You have to 
go again on a Motzo’ei Shabbos to that 



25 � Tetzaveh / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

 

forest and find that house. Then, each time 
they expound Torah, respond, ‘Feh, feh, 
feh,’ and spit. That is how you can escape 
their clutches.”  

The Chassid set out that very 
Motzo’ei Shabbos. He found the house in 
the forest, and the same people were sitting 
around the same table with the same elder 
again saying amazing words of Torah. 
Again, the students approached him to ask 
what he thought. Although the depth and 
creativity of the Torah were overwhelming, 
he thought of his beloved Rebbe and his 
wretched exile from him and regained 
control of himself. “Feh, feh, feh! Impure, 
impure, impure!” he screamed and spat 
emphatically.  

Everyone froze. There was absolute 
silence. All heads turned toward him, and a 
few approached him menacingly. “Wait,” 
their leader said to them. He addressed the 
Chassid, “Who are you to dare to speak 
thus?”  

“I am a follower of the holy Rebbe, 
Rav Ze’ev Wolf of Zhitomir.” The leader 
turned again to his ranks.  

“Bring the record books of our 
Torahs,” he exclaimed. “All the Torahs that 
were spoken and written with improper, 
self-serving intentions are contained there. 
If his Rebbe’s name appears in our books, 
this follower of his is ours to do with as we 
wish. If not, we have to let him go.”  

Two huge tomes were brought out. 
Every page was turned and examined. 
Nowhere appeared the name of Rav Ze’ev 
Wolf of Zhitomir. Incredibly, he had never 
once wavered from learning Torah purely 
for the sake of Hashem and His 
commandments.  

The mohel left the house in the 
forest in peace, trembling in excited 
anticipation of his return to Zhitomir, and 
to once again be privileged to see the 
Rebbe’s holy face.  
(Source: Living Jewish: Translated and adapted by Rav Yerachmiel 

Tilles from Rishimas Devorim Vol I – Rav Yehuda Chitrik’s four-

volume series. [I also heard an almost identical story told by 

someone who heard it from a Vizhnitz Rebbe, but the Rebbe in the 

story was Menachem Mendel of Vitebsk, not the Zhitomirer. I 

added some details from that lengthier version. —Y.T.]) 
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Author of the Kav Hayashar 

There once was a good, honest man 
in whose home the holy Ari HaKodosh 
(Rav Yitzchak Luria) stayed as a guest. The 
host served him with great honor. As the 
holy Ari HaKodosh was leaving to resume 
his journey, he asked, "How may I repay 
you for the great love you have shown me?" 
The householder answered that after 
bearing several children, his wife had 
become barren. Perhaps [the Ari 
HaKodosh] could suggest some remedy so 
that his wife could bear children again. 

The Ari HaKodosh then told the 
man why his wife had become barren. "You 
know that there was a small ladder 
standing in your house, upon which the 

little chickens used to go up and down in 
order to drink water from a bowl nearby. 
Thus did they drink and quench their 
thirst. Once, your wife told her servant girl 
to take the ladder away. Although she did 
not mean to afflict the chickens but only to 
clean the house, from the day she removed 
that ladder, the chickens suffered greatly 
and had to endure extreme thirst. Their 
cries ascended before the Holy One, 
blessed be He, Who pities all of His 
creatures. That is why it was decreed that 
she become barren." 

The householder returned the ladder 
to its former place, the Holy One, blessed 
be He, caused his wife to conceive, and she 
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bore children again (Kav HaYashar 7:20). 
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The Pnei Menachem of Ger  
This is a story related by Rav Yisrael 

Besser in his book: Warmed by Their Fire. 
The story concerns the Pnei Menachem, 
the Gerrer Rebbe.  

A young girl, daughter of prominent 
Gerrer Chassidim, woke up one night and 
was frightened when she realized that she 
was alone in the house. Apparently, her 
parents had had a medical emergency 
requiring immediate attention. They had 
asked a neighbor to look in on their 
daughter until they returned. The child, 
however, was unaware of this. She just 
knew that she was all alone in the middle of 
the night. The panicked girl did the only 
thing that came to her mind. She went to 
her family’s phonebook and looked up the 
Gerrer Rebbe’s number and called him. The 
Pnei Menachem himself answered the 
phone. The young girl identified herself, 

and explained that her parents were not 
home and that she was scared.  

This great man, who was mentor 
and spiritual guide to thousands, spoke 
softly to the child, reassuring her that her 
parents would be home soon. He asked her 
about school, her friends, and he even told 
her a story. All of this was done to calm 
down a frightened child.  

The parents returned home shortly 
thereafter and were mortified upon hearing 
what their daughter had done. The next 
day, the father entered the Rebbe’s study to 
apologize for his daughter’s “insolence”. 
The Rebbe smiled and said, “Es is a gitte 
chinuch – You have taught your child well. 
It is important for a child to know that 
when a problem occurs, one calls the 
Rebbe.”


Rav Yitzchok FriedmanRav Yitzchok FriedmanRav Yitzchok FriedmanRav Yitzchok Friedman,,,,    11117777

thththth
    of of of of Adar IAdar IAdar IAdar I    

The Pachad Yitzchok of Boyan 

Among the many attributes that a 
person must acquire in order to ascend the 
ladder of Torah and mitzvos is the midda 
(character trait) of truly fearing one’s 
Rebbe, as the Mishna writes in Pirkei Ovos: 
“Yehei mora raboch kemora shomayim – 
fear your teacher as you fear Hashem.”  

This midda, which is usually 
acquired only after much toil and hard 
work, was easily attained by even the most 
simple of the thousands of Chassidim who 
flocked, en masse, to the first Boyaner 
Rebbe, Rav Yitzchok Friedman. He was 
known as the Pachad Yitzchok, not because 
of a sefer (book) that he had authored with 
that name, but because of the tremendous 

fear which one felt in his presence. The 
Boyaner Chassidim would tremble in fright 
at the mere mention of the Rebbe’s name.  

The Rav of Yerushalayim, HaGaon 
Rav Velvel Mintzberg, was once in Boyan 
and decided to take the opportunity to 
meet the Pachad Yitzchok. When Rav 
Velvel arrived in the Rebbe’s Bais Medrash, 
he found the Chassidim standing, waiting 
for the Rebbe to enter to start davening. As 
the Rebbe approached, he perceived the 
newcomer and, lifting up his head, the 
Rebbe gazed at Rav Velvel with eyes that 
penetrated him deeply. “How can I explain 
what I felt?” Rav Velvel said. “I know that I 
am not an emotional person, nor am I 
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easily impressed or frightened, yet when I 
felt the Rebbe’s eyes boring deep inside me 
I became so frightened that my whole body 
started to shake and quiver. I was suddenly 
so overcome that my feet refused to 
support me. I felt so weak that I had to lie 
down and, tottering into a bed, I lay there 
and cried like a baby.” Then Rav Velvel 
concluded, “If the Boyaner Rebbe was able 
to have such a profound impact on people 
just by looking at them, it shows what a 
great and holy Tzaddik he must have 
been.”  

One of the greatest of the Boyaner 
Chassidim was the Gaon Rav Dudia of 
Berditchev, mechaber of the classic sefer 
Tehilla leDovid on Shulchon Aruch (code of 
Jewish Law). Once, when Rav Dudia was 
speaking to the Rebbe, the door to the 
Rebbe’s room suddenly opened and Rav 
Dudia darted out and sat down on the first 
chair he saw. No sooner had he sat down 
than he jumped up and ran back into the 
Rebbe’s room.  

After Rav Dudia had finished 
speaking with the Rebbe he explained to 
the Chassidim the reason for his unusual 
behavior. While Rav Dudia was speaking 
with the Rebbe, the Rebbe asked him to 
take a seat. The Rebbe’s request put Rav 
Dudia in a quandary. To sit in the Rebbe’s 
presence was out of the question, yet to 
disobey his request was equally impossible. 
The only solution was to run outside 
quickly and sit down, thereby fulfilling the 
Rebbe’s command that he be seated, 
without sitting in his presence.  

The following story, which was 
related by the Bohusher Rebbe of Tel Aviv, 
shows the extent to which the Chassidim 
were in awe of their Rebbe. A man once 
came to the Pachad Yitzchok, crying that 
his son had left the path of Yiddishkeit 
(Judaism) and had decided to marry a 
goyishe woman. The man begged the 
Rebbe to save his son and somehow 
prevent the marriage from taking place. 
None of the Chassidim knew what the 

Rebbe told the man, but as soon as the man 
returned home from Boyan his son 
canceled the marriage and repented, 
becoming a true ba’al teshuva (penitent).  

For years the Chassidim tried to find 
out what the Rebbe had said, but the man 
refused to disclose anything, saying that he 
had promised the Boyaner Rebbe that he 
wouldn’t reveal what he had told him. In 
1917, after the Boyaner Rebbe was niftar, 
the Bohusher Rebbe was in the city of 
Kishinov, Russia, where he met this person. 
Now that the Boyaner Rebbe was niftar the 
man said that he was allowed to reveal 
what the Pachad Yitzchok had instructed 
him. The Pachad Yitzchok had simply said, 
“When you arrive home, go to your son and 
whisper my name, Yitzchok ben Miriam, in 
his ear three times.”  

The Rebbe was regarded as a 
chiddush (something novel) from his 
youngest years. Despite the fact that he was 
only a year old when his zeide 
(grandfather), the Ruzhiner, was niftar, he 
said that he had known him and even 
repeated a number of things that he 
remembered hearing from him. His father, 
the Sadigerer Rebbe, would refer to his son 
as “the Otzar HaTorah” (Torah treasury), 
in tribute to his vast knowledge. When the 
Gaon, Rav Dudia of Berditchev, came to 
Boyan he refused to answer the many 
sha’alos (queries in Jewish Law) put to 
him, saying, “Here I am not a posek 
(decisor) and I don’t know how to learn!”  

When he turned fifteen he married 
Rebbetzin Malka, the daughter of the 
Rachmistrivka Rebbe, Rav Yochonon 
Twersky. The Chassidim who came to 
Rachmistrivka were very impressed with 
their Rebbe’s new son-in-law, his conduct 
already then placing him far above them. 
During his first Rosh HaShana after the 
chasuna (wedding), Rav Yitzchok cried so 
much that a puddle of tears formed on the 
floor around his feet. That a young man 
just after his chasuna found so much to cry 
about was truly a wonder. When the Tolna 
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Maggid saw him, he exclaimed, “This 
young man is totally spiritual; his body 
serves only as a cover for his neshoma.”  

Being the eldest of the Sadigerer 
Rebbe’s children, Rav Yitzchok assumed his 
father’s position in Sadiger together with 
his younger brother, Rav Yisrael, after their 
father’s petira in Elul 5643 (1883). For 
over three years they sat together in 
Sadiger leading their father’s Chassidim. 
Although the two brothers were quite 
happy with this arrangement, the 
Chassidim did not take so kindly to the 
joint leadership. They found it difficult to 
cope with the new situation and they 
longed for the time when they would once 
again have just one Rebbe. 

The brothers decided to cast lots 
between them to see who would stay on in 
Sadiger and who would leave. It fell to the 
Pachad Yitzchok to leave Sadiger, and on 
the 18th of Cheshvan 5647 (1887), he 
moved to the neighboring town of Boyan, 
thus creating a new Chassidus – Boyan. 
The 18th of Cheshvan became a day of 
rejoicing in the calendar of his Chassidim. 
As the Rebbe’s son, Rav Menachem 
Nuchem of Czernowitz, once remarked, 
“From that day, on the Chassidim were 
able to draw themselves even closer to their 
Rebbe.” 

Many are the stories of the close 
bond the Boyaner Rebbe formed with his 
Chassidim. A Chassid who used to be a 
regular visitor to the Pachad Yitzchok was 
not in Boyan for over seven years due to 
various problems that had prevented his 
trip. When the Yid finally traveled to 
Boyan, he apologized for his absence, 
saying it had been a long time since his 
previous visit. “I know,” the Rebbe told 
him. “It’s already three years since you 
were here last.”  

Although the Yid was puzzled by the 
Rebbe’s words, he didn’t dare ask for an 
explanation. Instead he went to the Rebbe’s 
son, Rav Menachem Nuchem, and asked 
him for an explanation. “If my father said 

that you were here three years ago, then he 
must have had a reason,” Rav Menachem 
Nuchem told him. “Perhaps you intended 
to come and then in the end you didn’t 
make it.”  

The Yid suddenly remembered and 
exclaimed, “So it was! Three years ago I 
decided to come to the Rebbe and I made 
all the necessary preparations to come. I 
was already at the train station waiting for 
the train to leave to Boyan, when I was 
suddenly forced to turn back and cancel the 
trip!”  

“You should know,” Rav Menachem 
Nuchem told him, “As soon as someone 
prepares himself to come to my father, my 
father takes him on his shoulders, and it is 
as if that Yid is already here.”  

The Rebbe instilled in his Chassidim 
that their every act must be leshem 
shomayim (totally for the sake of Heaven). 
He said that although a person who spends 
the day fasting, or abstains from sleep in 
order to learn through the night is 
praiseworthy, sometimes such conduct 
does not stem from the person’s yetzer tov 
(good inclination), but from his 
stubbornness to give in even when he is 
overstraining himself. A person should eat 
when he needs to eat and sleep when he 
needs to sleep and thereby be able to serve 
Hashem with his full strength, rather than 
be in danger of exhausting himself. At one 
of the Rebbe’s first tischen (Rebbe’s table, 
Chassidic gathering), he used this theme to 
explain the words of Chazal: Ein kiddush 
ela bemokom seuda – if a person wants to 
be mekadesh himself, it is only possible 
bemokom seuda. Through sanctifying his 
every mundane act, his eating, sleeping and 
all his daily acts become leshem shomayim.  

The great awe and respect accorded 
the Rebbe was not limited to his 
Chassidim. The Rebbe’s immediate family 
also treated him with the same reverence 
and deference. When the Pachad Yitzchok 
was niftar, his eldest son, Rav Menachem 
Nuchem, was heard saying, “We have lost 
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our father and our Rebbe.” Similarly, when 
one of the Chassidim called to the Rebbe’s 
third son, Rav Avrohom Yaakov of 
Lemberg, “Rebbe, Moshiach should come 
already!” Rav Avrohom Yaakov answered 
him in a tear-choked voice, “Yes, but the 
nechoma (consolation) will only be after 
techiyas hameisim (revival of the dead)…”  

The great esteem which the sons 
gave their father knew no bounds. Once, 
the Rebbe’s son, Rav Menachem Nuchem, 
was asked why it was that while the 
Sadigerer Rebbe was alive his Chassidim 
were well-to-do and did not have to worry 
for their daily bread, while in Boyan many 
of the Chassidim lived in poverty. After a 
long silence Rav Menachem Nuchem 
answered, “My holy father had no 
connection with his generation. He should 
really have come to this world much 
earlier!”  

The Rebbe had an only daughter, 
Rebbetzin Miriam. When she came of age, 
she married Rav Dov Ber of Chortkov in the 
year 5659 (1899). To the chasuna came the 
chosson’s zeide, the Chortkover Rebbe, Rav 
Dovid Moshe. The Chortkover Rebbe asked 
his gabbai to tell him when the Boyaner 
Rebbe went to daven Shacharis. When the 
appointed time arrived, Rav Dovid Moshe 
got up from his place and went over to the 
window to watch the Boyaner Rebbe go by. 
As the Chortkover Rebbe watched, he 
exclaimed, “All the malochim (angels) are 
accompanying him on his way.”  

Although the Rebbe never visited 
Eretz Yisrael (in fact he hardly ever left 
Boyan, not even going to the towns that 
had large groups of Boyaner Chassidim), a 
large number of his Chassidim settled in 
Eretz Yisrael, in Yerushalayim, Tzefas and 
Teverya. The Rebbe was president of Kollel 
Volhin, which was based in Yerushalayim, 
and shouldered the heavy burden of seeing 
to its upkeep, supporting many families in 
the Old Yishuv. The Rebbe was also 
instrumental in setting up Botei 
Horenstein in the Geula neighborhood of 

Yerushalayim. A wealthy Boyaner Chassid, 
Rav Dov Ber Horenstein, had no children, 
so the Rebbe advised him to build the 
houses as a memorial to himself.  

Another wealthy Boyaner Chassid 
who lived in Yerushalayim was Rav Yisrael 
Eliezer Goldwicht, the gabbai of the Tiferes 
Yisrael Shul in the Old City. Despite his 
wealth he was very unhappy, for he had not 
been zoche (merited) to children. On one 
occasion when Rav Yisrael Eliezer was in 
Boyan, he poured out his heart to the 
Rebbe, begging him for help. After a 
moment’s thought, the Rebbe told him, 
“We find in Chazal that there are four 
categories of people who are considered as 
if they are not alive (choshuv kemeis). Two 
of these categories are someone who has no 
children and a poor man who has no 
money....”  

Rav Yisrael Eliezer understood the 
Rebbe’s words and answered, “Even if it 
has been decreed on me to be amongst 
those who are not considered living, I don’t 
have to be included in the first category, I 
could be in the second group instead.” 
Within a short time Rav Yisrael Eliezer lost 
all his money, suddenly becoming a 
pauper. Not only did this not serve to 
dampen his spirits, it confirmed the 
Rebbe’s words, for not long afterward, his 
wife gave birth to a baby boy. His third 
child was the Gaon (genius) Rav Chaim 
Yaakov Goldwicht, Rosh Yeshiva Kerem 
BeYavneh, (niftar 5755, 1995).  

With the outbreak of the First World 
War, the town of Boyan was totally 
destroyed. The Rebbe and his family 
managed to escape at the last minute to 
Vienna, where they settled. Two years later, 
the Rebbe became desperately ill and a 
yom tefilla (prayer vigil) was arranged 
which was attended by all the Gedolim 
(Torah Sages) in Vienna. As the Husyatiner 
Rebbe, Rav Yisrael, arrived to join in the 
tehillim, he said, “Let us daven for the 
recovery of the Tzaddik hador (righteous 
one of the generation).” The Rebbe did 
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indeed have a miraculous recovery and 
regained his health.  

A year later, on the 17th of Adar 5677 
(1917), the Rebbe suddenly took ill. He 
summoned his wife and children and took 
leave of them all, one by one. After he bade 
them all farewell, the Rebbe started to sing 

a dveikus niggun (a melody of spiritual 
longing) and while he was singing, his holy 
neshoma ascended.  

Zechuso yogein oleinu (may his 
merit protect us). 

www.nishmas.org/gdynasty/chapt5.htm



Y SSSSEEEEGGGGUUUULLLLOOOOSSSS    YYYYIIIISSSSRRRRAAAAEEEELLLL Z 

Following is a known segula from Rav Yehuda HeChassid. 
There are eleven pesukim that each begin and end with the letter NuN. 
They are known to be Mesugal to protect against an Ayin Hara (Bad eye - Judgmental Eyes). 
NuN in Aramaic means fish and just like fish are hidden from the eye and blend into their 

surrounding so too by saying these pesukim we are asking Hashem to let us not stick out. 
May Hashem hide Klal Yisrael from any Ayin Hara’s and all Tzaros. Amen!!! 
From the Gemara we learn that most sufferings that happen to a person are due to someone 

looking with an Ayin Hara - that one may actually cause someone else damage by focusing on what 
they may have. The concept is that when someone judges another in Shomayim, they start judging too 
to see if the person is truly worthy of this blessing. A person must be so careful not to judge another 
person. One is not to wonder why others may have something that we don't. 

Ayin Hara is the heritage passed down from Bilaam the rasha who is from the greatest haters 
of Jews of all time. 

Hashem is the true Judge. Hashem loves us all and is kind to ALL. Hashem Loves You!!!! 
If a person always looks at others with an Ayin Tov (Positive Eye) no matter how difficult it is 

to accomplish, Hashem in turn will always judge the person with an Ayin Tov. In this world and in the 
Next. 

Credit: Jacob Lehrfeld – L’Zchus Liloi Nishmas Nesanel ben Shimon Zichronoi Livracha – B’gan Eden 
T’hei Menuchasoi. 

 


