
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

משפטים פרשת  - Right approach to Tzedaka 

 

 בס''ד

 לר''ש 

 יעקב בן שרה לאה

ףכ  ִאם  ְלו   ס  מִ  התַּ ת־עַּ ת־ה   יא  ֹ  הְכֹנש   ֹול הִתְהי  לֹא  ְךִעמָ  ָעִניא  ְךנ   יוָעלָ  ּוןְתִשימא ל   ש 
('כד 'כב)  

 

 

If (when) you lend money to my people, to the poor person who is with you, do not 
act towards him as a creditor, do not put interest on him 

 

When reading this Possuk about the Mitzvah of lending money to a poor man, the first 
word seems strange - אם if. Why does this Mitzvah begin with the word ִאם if? It sounds 
like the Torah is saying; if you happen to want to do this Mitzvah then you can do it. The 
Ohr Hachaim brings from Chazal that although in the rest of the Torah the word ִאם 
means “if”, here it is understood to mean “when”. In other words, the Torah is saying 
when you meet a poor man, you must lend him money. 

So why then is it written in this misleading way with the word ִאם? 

The Ohr Hachaim explains that the word ִאם is not going on the Mitzvah. Rather it is 
going on the circumstances of the Mitzvah. Meaning, if you find yourself with some 
spare money, then you should realise that the reason why you have it, is so that you will 
support the poor people. In other words, the Possuk is read like this;  ף ֶּ֣ס   if you find ִאם־כ 
yourself with money, then know that it is in order for י ִמִּ֗ ת־עַּ ֶּ֣ה א  ְלו   so you should lend the תַּ
poor man. 

Rav Yackov Galinsky adds to this from the continuation of the Possuk - ְך ָעִנ֙י ִעָמָּ֔ ֶֽ ת־ה   the א 
poor man inside you. Meaning the poor man should be considered by you, as though he 
is part of you. It is your responsibility and your obligation to worry for the poor man. 

Many times we can become upset when approached by poor people for money or to 
contribute to yet another cause that asks of our assistance. We must remember this 
Possuk and treat those in need as part of ourselves and as part of our responsibility. 

When Rav Levi Yitzchok became the Rav in Berditchev, he made one request of the 
townspeople. 

“Please do not trouble me with communal issues.  However, if you are enacting a new 
rule, then I would like to be asked for my input.” 

One time, the community members appeared at Rav Levi Yitzchok’s door.  They told him 
that they had a meeting scheduled where they would be discussing a proposal for a new 
law in the town. 

So Rav Levi Yitzchok stood up and went with them. Once he arrived at the meeting, they 
began the discussion.  A certain wealthy person got up to speak. 

“We are all busy with many important things during our day.  It is not acceptable that 
we are constantly being interrupted by knocks on our doors by paupers who are 
collecting money.  So we should make a rule that from now on, poor people may not go 
around collecting from houses.  Instead, they will be provided with money from the 
community funds.” 

Hearing this, Rav Levi Yitzchok abruptly got up, picked up his hat, and started to leave.  
The astonished men at the meeting asked him why he was already leaving the meeting. 

“Because,” he replied, “I already told you that I do not want to be disturbed with 
communal matters.” 

“But this is something new,” they protested.  “And you asked us to include you when we 
made a new law.” 

“This is not new,” replied Rav Levi Yitzchok.  “This is a very old rule.  It fact, it is an 
ancient rule, dating back to the time of Sodom, when they also made rules against 
giving charity to visiting strangers.” 

Needless to say, this proposal was immediately cancelled. 

 


